
the first sunday after christmas
holy eucharist: rite two

december 26, 2021  | 10:30 am

Welcome. This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church according to 
The Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Text in boldface type is read aloud or sung by the 
congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. Explore the richness of the BCP 
online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions for Individuals and Families. During this 
service, you may stand, kneel, or sit at the appointed times and practice personal pieties that 
might enhance your engagement in this experience. Thank for the gift of your presence for 
our worship of God.



Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys  Assisting: The Rev. Jessica T. Abell

All are asked to observe silence during the
Voluntary: “In dulci jubilo BWV 608”  Johann Sebastian Bach

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 102, stanzas 1-2 & 5-6, “Once in royal David’s city” 
 music: Irby, H.J. Gauntlett (English, 1805-1876), harm. A.H. Mann (English, 1850-1929)
 words: 1-2 & 4-6, Cecil Frances Alexander (Irish, 1818-1895), alt.; 
 3, James Waring McCrady (American, b. 1938)
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Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo, Hymn 96, stanzas 1, 3-4 
  music: Gloria, French carol, arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (American, 1887-1958);
 descants: st. 4 Bruce Neswick (American, b. 1956)
 words: French carol, transl. James Chadwick (Irish, 1813-1882), alt.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our 
hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (61:10-62:3)
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salva-
tion, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the 
Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and 
for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 
The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth 
of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.  Silence

Spoken responsively by half verse.
Psalm 147:13-21

13  Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; *
  praise your God, O Zion;
14  For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; *
  he has blessed your children within you.
15  He has established peace on your borders; *
	 	 he	satisfies	you	with	the	finest	wheat.
16  He sends out his command to the earth, *
  and his word runs very swiftly.
17  He gives snow like wool; *
  he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.
18  He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; *
  who can stand against his cold?
19  He sends forth his word and melts them; *
	 	 he	blows	with	his	wind,	and	the	waters	flow.
20  He declares his word to Jacob, *
  his statutes and his judgments to Israel.
21  He has not done so to any other nation; *
  to them he has not revealed his judgments. Hallelujah!

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians (3:23-25; 4:4-7)
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law 
was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no 
longer subject to a disciplinarian. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because 
you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave 
but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God
Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. Silence



All stand.
The Sequence: Hymn 84, “Love came down at Christmas”  
   music: Gartan, melody from Petrie Collection of Irish Melodies, Part II, 1902; harm. David Evans (1874-1948) 
   words: Christina Rossetti (1830-1894), alt.

The Holy Gospel  
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  (1:1-18)
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or 
of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God 
the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son 
he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Please remain standing or kneel for the Prayers of the People. 
The Prayers of the People, Form II
I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishop; for this gathering; and for all ministers and 
people. Pray for the Church. 
The People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the wellbeing of all people. Pray for justice and peace. 
The People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
The People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God. Pray that they may find and be found by God. 
The People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.
I ask your prayers for the departed especially [N.N.], and those in whose loving memory the altar gifts are given as reflected 
on page 19 of the service leaflet. Pray for those who have died. 
The People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.
I ask your prayers for all those in need especially [N.N.].
The People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.
I ask your thanksgiving for Grace-St. Luke’s School, all schools that serve our parish community, and for the Diocese of 
West Tennessee.   
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ 
in our own day. 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  Silence may be kept. 
Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

The Holy Communion
The	Offertory
After an offertory sentence, God’s Table is set with gifts of bread, wine, and water, the Celebrant washes and sanitizes her/his hands, and music is offered. 
Gifts of money are collected by ushers into offering plates to support the life and ministry of Grace-St. Luke’s Church. To offer a financial gift with your 
smart phone, QR codes are in this service leaflet. You also may text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch PLEDGE to 73256 to 
give to your PLEDGE; mail offerings to the church office; or place your gifts in an offering plate located near the doors. Before the Great Thanksgiving, 
offering plates are brought forth and placed on the Altar. | Our Every Member Canvass 2022 campaign seeks 100% pledge participation by all members, 
newcomers, and any friends. Visit gracestlukes.org/pledge or complete a paper form available in the public spaces. For more about worship, formation, 
ways to connect, serve, and more, visit gracestlukes.org.

The Offertory Anthem  
“Unto us is born a son” music: Tune from Piae Cantiones, 1582, arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015)
 text: Latin carol, 15th cent.; tr. Percy Dearmer (1867-1936), alt..

Unto us is born a Son. 
King of quires supernal: 
See on earth his life begun, 
Of lords the Lord eternal.

Christ, from heav’n descending low, 
Comes on earth a stranger; 
Ox and ass their owner know, 
Be cradled in the manger. 

This did Herod sore affray, 
And grievously bewilder, 
So he gave the word to slay, 
And slew the little childer.

Of his love and mercy mild
This the Christmas story;
And O that Mary’s gentle Child 
Might lead us up to glory. 

O and A, and A and O,
Cum cantibus in chora,
Let our merry organ go,
Benedicamus Domino. 



All stand. 
The Presentation: Hymn 87 “Hark! the herald angels sing”  
 music: Mendelssohn, Felix Mendelssohn (German, 1809-1847), adapt. Wm. H. Cummings (English, 1831-1915), 
 arr. Craig Phillips (American, b.1961) words: Charles Wesley (English, 1707-1788), alt.

The people remain standing.
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

7



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth: Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the 
Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the 
bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels 
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

All sing.
Sanctus-Benedictus: S-128 music: William Mathias (Welsh, 1934-1992)

The people stand or kneel.  The Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, 
and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.  

All sing.
Fraction Anthem: Hymn 324, stanza 2, “Let all mortal flesh keep silence” 
    music: Picardy, French carol, 17th century; 
    melody from Chansons populaires de Provinces de France, 1860
    words: c.275 AD, subsequently adopted into the 4th c. Liturgy of St James

The Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Sacrament, the ministers of communion proceed to a standing station. As directed, the congregation is invited to come for-
ward and receive communion or ask for a blessing signaled by the crossing of arms across the chest. Gluten-free Bread is available upon your 
request to the minister. The communicant responds “Amen” after receiving the Bread and the Wine. 
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Communion Hymn
All sing.
Hymn 81: “Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming”  music: Es ist ein Ros entstprungen, Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesäng (1599), 
  harm. Michael Praetorius (1571-1621)
  words: 1-2, German, 15th cent.; transl. Theodore Baker (1851-1934), 
  3 Friedrich Layritz (1808-1859) transl. Harriett Spaeth (1845-1925) ver. Hymnal 1940

The Celebrant then says  Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send 
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Blessing The Celebrant blesses the people.
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

All sing.
The Procession: Hymn 99, “Go tell it on the mountain”  
   music: Go Tell It on the Mountain, Spiritual, 19th cent.; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer (1935-2009) 
   words: Spiritual, 19th cent.; adapt. John W. Work (1901-1967)
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The Dismissal

The people are dismissed with these words
Minister Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 

Voluntary: “In dulci jubilo BWV 729”   Johann Sebastian Bach

Exiting The Pews. During the Voluntary, the congregation may be seated or depart in a distanced manner via the narthex or northwest doors. 
The Clergy will be stationed in the narthex and outside to exchange greetings.

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and unknown, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Celebrant & Preacher
The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Assisting

Dan Pigg, Lector
Claiborne Collier, Crucifer

Bill Abernathy, Joey Sichting, Welcome Hosts and Ushers
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster 

The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir
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Stinson Liles (Outreach & Justice), Charlie Pazar (Outreach & Justice), Anna Robbins, Tom Stephenson (Stewardship), Bev Trojan (Treasurer), 
and Simon Wadsworth (Stewardship)

Giving: A Spiritual Practice | Every Member 
Canvass 2022. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it 
springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in 
the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. Isaiah 43:19 
 
So much of the last year has been about making a new way. 
Out of necessity, we’ve found new ways of bringing the parish 
together, new ways of reaching out, and new ways of caring for 
one another and our community. Your generosity has helped 
us thrive as we’ve adjusted to a new world of virtual platforms 
and strategies for community engagement without wavering 
in our commitment to thoughtful formation, intentional 
worship, superior music, and enriching communal life. One 
thing that has remained constant is that it takes all of us to 
help our parish thrive. We’re so grateful for your faithful 
support during these challenging times. In this time of joy 
and thanksgiving, we hope you’ll prayerfully consider the 
ways your gifts of time, talent, and treasure can support the 
ministries of Grace-St. Luke’s and give generously. Imagine 
what we can accomplish in 2022 and beyond if every GSL 
household contributes to our mission. Visit gracestlukes.org/
pledge for details and to pledge today, or contact Chapman 
Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate (901-252-
6328, cmorrow@gracestlukes.org).

This Week and Next

Parish	Offices	Closed	December	27-29.	The clergy and 
staff will observe the holiday season with time off, December 27-
29, and the parish offices will reopen on Thursday, December 30.

Continue reading for important information about 
this	Sunday’s	Formation,	Worship,	&	Music	offerings	
for all ages, Recreation & Wellness, Community Life 
notices, and more.

Worship and Music
One Service on the First Sunday of Christmas, 
December 26. Our Christmastide celebration includes 
one service at 10:30 a.m. on December 26. On the 
Second Sunday of Christmas, January 2, we will have two 
services, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. On January 6, the Epiphany 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, all are invited to a 6 p.m. Holy 
Eucharist with the Burning of the Greens. The Sunday 5 
p.m. service resumes January 9.

SUNDAY
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with choir and organ, in person 
and online. Access livestream services via the GSL website 
(gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live (facebook.com/
gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.com/gracestlukes) .
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector, will preach 
Sunday, December 26.

WEEKDAYS
Wednesdays, Compline (Night Prayers), 8 until 8:15 p.m. via 
Facebook Live (facebook.com/gracestlukes).
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Celebrating the Birth of Peace
Christmas Message from The Rector

Christmas, the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, invites us to celebrate the birth of Peace. At the news of the birth of 
Jesus, a multitude of the heavenly host praised God and said, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors!” While Mary, Joseph, and their community naturally adored the Christ Child, countless 
children of God longed to meet the One who came to both bring and be Peace.

In Jesus, we meet the peace of God that surpasses all human understanding. We encounter the Way of Love who is 
bound to lead us on paths of peace and goodwill. More than ever, I suspect that every human being, and the world 
as we know it can benefit from peace. God calls each of us, images of God, to seek peace and pursue it; to become 
peacemakers and beacons of peace.

The journey of life is loaded with blessings known and unknown, joy and sadness, loss and grief, trials and tribulations, 
hopes and dreams, all within the grace, mercy, and loving embrace of God. And the restless, fearful, and unreconciled 
human family cries for peace at every turn. The world needs the Church, the body of Christ, to fulfill its mission, which 
is to restore all people to unity in God and each other in Christ, and the Church needs the world.

In Christ Jesus, we receive the gift of an answer to a way forward. Our Lord and Savior is the One who has come and 
lives among us to show us how to be as peace bearers. In Christmastide and always, let us celebrate the birth of Peace 
by engaging all of what is offered through life at Grace-St. Luke’s to nurture spiritual pilgrimages. Together, let us co-
create the kingdom of God on earth as it is in heaven – with peace.

Christmas blessings to you and yours.

—The Reverend Ollie V. Rencher, Rector



Chorister program at GSL. If you have or know of a child 
who would like to be a part of our chorister program for 
children and youth and would like more information, visit 
gracestlukes.org/childrens-choirs (gracestlukes.org/connect/
in-the-church/music/childrens-choirs). Choirs: St. Cecilia, 
Canterbury, and the Memphis Boy and Girl Choir.

Christian Formation
Adults. (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation)
Sunday Formation will take a short break on December 26 
and January 2. Classes will resume January 9. Check out the 
exciting winter lineup of Sunday Formation offerings and more 
by visiting gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning (gracestlukes.
org/sunday-morning) .

Youth. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
Sunday Formation. Merry Christmas and Happy Holi-
days to all! Both our weekly youth programing for Sunday 
school and EYC will resume January 9.

Confirmation	2022, led by Amzie and Maxie, is open to any 
baptized youth in grades 9-12 and will be offered this winter 
over the course of 8 weeks. We expect to start around February 
or March. To sign up for the class and get all of our Confirmation 
updates, follow this link (tinyurl.com/YouthConf2021) .

The St. Columba Ski Trip is back with two days of skiing 
and games in Indiana! This is the most popular trip St. Columba 
has to offer and seats will surely fill up quick, so sign up today! 
For questions or more details please contact matthew@
saintcolumbamemphis.org . Click here to sign up and secure 
your spot on the trip. (saintcolumbamemphis.org/ski) Sr. High: 
January 14-16. Jr. High: February 18-20.

For more information and to be added to the Youth 
Formation email list, please contact Director of Youth 
Formation Amzie Williams at awilliams@gracestlukes.org.

Children. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
Children’s Formation. There will be no Children’s For-
mation Hour on December 26 or January 2. We will resume 
on the 9th. There will be no Children’s Chapel on December 
26. We will resume on January 2 at the 10:30 service in the 
Lounge.

The Nursery will be available on Christmas Eve at the 3 
and 5 p.m. services, on Christmas Day at the 10 a.m. service, 
and on December 26 for the 10:30 a.m. service (opening at 
9:15 a.m. for any choir members who may need it).

For more information and to be added to the Children’s 
Formation email list, please contact Director of Children’s 
Formation Mary Shea Quach at msquach@gracestlukes.org.

Recreation and Wellness
No Yoga with Anne on December 30.
Details here: gracestlukes.org/news/yoga-with-anne.

Sign-Up Open for Mindfulness Sessions which Begin 
in January. What is Mindfulness? Mindfulness is a form of 
light meditation where one sits quietly, paying attention on 
purpose, to the present moment, without judgment. In to-
day’s world we are bombarded with unceasing demands for 
our attention. Meditation/mindfulness is proven to reduce 
stress and increase the quality of life. Meditation, mindful-
ness, and prayer are closely related. In these sessions, the 
instructors will offer a variety of methods to allow each par-
ticipant to meditate, or be mindful, or pray as he or she likes. 
Seasoned instructors, Robbie and John McQuiston, will lead 
the sessions. They studied under Mark Murse, Ph.D., and 
Manoj Jain, M.D., from Rhodes College and will teach a va-
riety of mindfulness styles. For additional details and to sign 
up, visit gracestlukes.org/news/mindfulness-sessions.

Spring Soccer. GSL Church sponsors a spring soccer program 
for JK–4th grades. The season is March 26-May 14 which is 
a shortened season and is designed for continued soccer skill 
development during the spring. Registration will be January 
1-31. Please refer to the website for ALL information regarding 
spring soccer. (gracestlukes.org/spring-soccer)

Pickleball and GSL. 
Details here: gracestlukes.org/news/pickleball-and-gsl.

Community Life
Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Messenger. Download (or 
pick up a copy at the information center in the church hallway) 
the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Messenger. Inside this issue: 
Updates from the Rector and Associate Rectors, Reflections 
on Advent, Stewardship Update, Special Friends, Book 
Group, News from Outreach and Social Justice, Recreation 
& Wellness, Formation for all ages, Music at GSL, Pastoral 
Care Update, News from the School, Memorials, Membership 
News, and Festive Advent, Christmas & Epiphany services. 
Visit gracestlukes.org/the-messenger to download this issue.

AV/Photography Opportunities at GSL. We’re looking 
for a couple of folks who would like to be a part of the AV/
Photography Team at GSL. This includes the livestreaming 
of services (vimeo.com/615288005) and formation offerings 
(vimeo.com/615242223) and taking photos of special events (like 
Blessing of the Animals: tinyurl.com/GSLPetBlessingPhotos). 
If this is something you have experience with and you’d like 
to be a part of this ministry at GSL, contact Communications 
Associate Lucy Owens (lowens@gracestlukes.org).

COVID-19 Protocols for Gathering at GSL. Follow this 
link to read the July 30 COVID-19 Update. (gracestlukes.org/
news/covid19) All persons, regardless of vaccination status 
and except for children two years and younger, are required to 
wear masks when gathered indoors for worship, fellowship, 
formation, small groups, and more. 
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Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
• Altar Flowers & Eucharistic Supplies: gracestlukes.org/news/altar-flowers-eucharistic-supplies-during-worship
• GSL Men’s Weekly Fellowship: gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-church/fellowship-groups/mens-fellowship
 

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Nancy Wilkerson, Charles Chandler, Carter Kaldon, 
Hal Wright, Babiedoll Thomas, Ted Kays, Sydney Page Ray and Edie, Nancy Willis, Rebecca Johnson, Elizabeth Brewer, 
the Morehead family, Carolyn Kaldon, Chyniece Matthews, all who have been affected by the Mid-South tornadoes, Robert 
Morehead, and Alice Thompson and her parents, Corrie and Raymond.

Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Nancy Willis and those who have died from coronavirus.

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Nelson Adrian, David Brown, Anna Margaret Burnett, 
Alice Burruss, Karen Clark, Olivia Gooch, Lisa Landman, Lucy Leitzell, Hope McClew, Henry McGehee, Jim Moore, Mat 
Parker, Alice Ray, Jones Spicer, Sharon Taylor, Clara Tragesser, Selden Tual, Faith Van Doren, Marci Woodmansee, Kathy 
Berrie, Barbara Viser, and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, especially Rodgers & Nancy Menzies, Jet & 
Betsy Tate, Lee & Mary Linda Wardlaw, Jon & Faith Van Doren, Brett & Stephanie Hughes Howard & Baylor Stovall, and 
Richard & Ann Sullivan.

Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Congregational Life As-
sociate & Assistant to the Rector Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online Prayer Request 
Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be printed, will be listed for 
one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential between the clergy and the indi-
vidual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the individual directly or a member of the 
clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers and reflected in the worship service leaflet.
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One Time Gift
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

2022 Pledge
Make a 2022 pledge 
payment by scanning 
the QR code below with 
your smart phone!



All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise (“WLP”) © Church Pension Fund. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730610. All rights reserved. 

Clergy and Staff. The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop; The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, 
Associate Rector, The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon; Christi Authement, Recreation & Wellness Director; Teresa Betts, 
Nursery Staff; Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector; Deven Jackson, Nursery Staff; Ariel Laws, Nursery Staff; Keaton Morris, 
Director of Operations and Finance; Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, Communications Associate; Mary Shea Quach, 
Director of Children’s Formation, Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Darling “D” Thomas, 
Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation; Stephanie Winston, Facilities Assistant. 
Clergy and staff contact information: gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth 
Formation), Charlie Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George Johnson (Stewardship), 
Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational 
Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King

gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores


