
the first sunday after the epiphany
holy eucharist: rite two
january 9, 2022  | 10:30 am

Welcome. This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church according to 
The Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Text in boldface type is read aloud or sung by the 
congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. Explore the richness of the BCP 
online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions for Individuals and Families. During this 
service, you may stand, kneel, or sit at the appointed times and practice personal pieties that 
might enhance your engagement in this experience. Thank for the gift of your presence for 
our worship of God.



Celebrant: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys  Preacher: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

All are asked to observe silence during the
Voluntary: “How brightly shines the morning star, BuxWV223” Dietrich Buxtehude

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 120, “The sinless one to Jordan came” 
 music: Solemnis haec festivitas, melody from Graduale, 1685 
 words: George B. Timms (1910-1997)

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed 
him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, 
and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen.

All are seated for the lessons. 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 43:1-7

Thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed 
you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall 
not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, 
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give 
people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring 
from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do 
not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth-- everyone who is called 
by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.  Silence

Psalm 29 music: Robert A. Hawthorne (b. 1961)
Choir, then all sing the Antiphon

1  Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, *
  ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2  Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; *
  worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
3  The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
 the God of glory thunders; *
  the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
4  The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; *
  the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.  all sing the ANTIPHON
5  The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; *
  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6  He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7  The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;
 the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; *
  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  all sing the ANTIPHON
8  The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe *
  and strips the forests bare.
9  And in the temple of the Lord *
  all are crying, “Glory!”
10  The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; *
  the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.
11  The Lord shall give strength to his people; *
  the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. all sing the ANTIPHON
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A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 8:14-17

When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to 
them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had 
not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid 
their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. Silence

All stand.
The Sequence: Hymn 297, “Descend, O Spirit, purging flame”  
   music: Erhalt uns, Herr, melody from Geistliche Lieder, 1543 
   words: Scott Francis Brenner (1903-1991), alt.

The Holy Gospel  
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  3:15-17, 21-22
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 
might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more pow-
erful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also 
had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher
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The Renewal of Baptismal Vows
The Celebrant may first address the people with these or similar words, all standing
Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, and raised with 
him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by 
which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil 
 and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
People I do.
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the for-

giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
 in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 
 repent and return to the Lord?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, 
 loving your neighbor as yourself?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People I will, with God’s help.

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, 
and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Please remain standing or kneel for the Prayers of the People. 
The Prayers of the People, Form IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Silence

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and 
reveal your glory in the world. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one an-
other and serve the common good. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of 
others and to your honor and glory. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another 
as he loves us. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
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Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 
bring them the joy of your salvation. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Belinda Joyce Madison, Tina McWhorter, Naomi Burnes, 
Lillie Mae McCarter, Virginia Darlington, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share 
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for the gifts of time, talent, and treasure offered by all to support life at Grace-St. Luke’s; and for 
other thanksgivings we now name aloud or silently.  Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  Silence may be kept. 
Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

Commissioning of the Vestry, Classes 2022-2024
The congregation is seated. The sponsor and candidates face the celebrant who begins with the examination. 
All respond accordingly and the people join at the presentation. 

Sponsor  I present to you these persons to be admitted to the ministry of Warden and Vestry in this congregation.

Celebrant, Sponsor, Candidates, and Congregation say this antiphon
 The Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; he stores 

up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk in integrity.
Celebrant  I am your servant; grant me understanding:
People  That I may know your decrees.
Celebrant  Let us pray. (Silence) O Eternal God, the foundation of all wisdom and the source of all courage: Enlighten 

with your grace the Wardens and Vestry of this congregation, and so rule their minds, and guide their 
counsels, that in all things they may seek your glory and promote the mission of your Church; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant  In the Name of God and of this congregation, I commission Andy Nix as Senior Warden, Anna Robbins as 
Junior Warden, and Ben Cowan, Mike Davis, Sandra Ireland, Jonathan Large, George Johnson, Johnny 
Norris, Paula Sappington, Taylor Taylor, Bill Abernathy, Karen Clark, Beth Perkins, Hallie Peyton, and 
Rudy Williams as Members of the Vestry in this Parish.
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The Holy Communion
The Offertory
After an offertory sentence, God’s Table is set with gifts of bread, wine, and water, the Celebrant washes and sanitizes her/his hands, and music is offered. 
Gifts of money are collected by ushers into offering plates to support the life and ministry of Grace-St. Luke’s Church. To offer a financial gift with your 
smart phone, QR codes are in this service leaflet. You also may text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch PLEDGE to 73256 to 
give to your PLEDGE; mail offerings to the church office; or place your gifts in an offering plate located near the doors. Before the Great Thanksgiving, 
offering plates are brought forth and placed on the Altar. | Our Every Member Canvass 2022 campaign seeks 100% pledge participation by all members, 
newcomers, and any friends. Visit gracestlukes.org/pledge or complete a paper form available in the public spaces. For more about worship, formation, 
ways to connect, serve, and more, visit gracestlukes.org.

The Anthem  
“The Baptism of Jesus”    music: Sue Mitchell-Wallace (b. 1944)
 text: Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)
 

When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John, 
He did not come for pardon, but as his Father’s Son, 
He came to share repentance for all who morn their sins
To speak the vital sentence with which good news begins
He came to share temptation, our atmost woe and loss, 
For our salvation to die on the cross. 

So when the Dove descended on him, Son of Man,
The hidden years had ended, the age of grace began. 
Come Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows we make,
This very day invade us, and every bondage break.
Come give our lives direction, the gift we covet most:
To share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost.  

All stand. 
The Presentation: Hymn 121 “Christ, when for us you were baptized”  
 music: Caithness, melody from The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635; 
 harm. The English Hymnal, 1906
 words: F. Bland Tucher (1895-1984), rev.



The people remain standing.
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer C

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their 
courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You 
made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one 
another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the 
fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom 
and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all 
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending 
hymn:

All sing.
Sanctus-Benedictus music: S-125, Richard Proulx (b. 1937)
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The Celebrant continues
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring 
before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel and 
Leah, God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. 
Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, 
and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may 
worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.  

All sing.
Fraction Anthem  music: WLP-876, Jack Warren Burnam (b. 1946)

Antiphon sung by the choir, then repeated by all

The bread which we break, Alleluia, is the communion of the Body of Christ.     all repeat the Antiphon 

The Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Sacrament, the ministers of communion proceed to a standing station. As directed, the congregation is invited to come for-
ward and receive communion or ask for a blessing signaled by the crossing of arms across the chest. Gluten-free Bread is available upon your 
request to the minister. The communicant responds “Amen” after receiving the Bread and the Wine. For those desiring Wine, we respect-
fully ask that you use hand sanitizer provided at the communion station before offering your open palm with wafer to the 
Eucharistic Minister who will then intinct and return to your palm.
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All sing.
Communion Hymn, LEVAS-141, “Shall we gather at the river”  music & words: Robert Lowry (1826-1899)

The Celebrant then says  Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send 
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing The Celebrant blesses the people.
May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
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All sing.
The Procession: Hymn 296, “We know that Christ is raised and dies no more”  
   music: Engelberg, Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 
   words: John Brownlow Geyer (b. 1932), alt.

The Dismissal

The people are dismissed with these words
Minister Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People  Thanks be to God. 

Voluntary: “Postlude on Engelberg”    Craig Phillips

Exiting The Pews. During the Voluntary, the congregation may be seated or depart in a distanced manner via the narthex or northwest doors. 
The Clergy will be stationed in the narthex and outside to exchange greetings.

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and unknown, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Celebramt
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Preacher

Hunter Rittenberry, Crucifer
Mary Stagg, Dan Pigg, Lectors

Dan Pigg, Hunter Rittenberry, Eucharistic Ministers
Bill Abernathy, Karen Clark, Ben Cowan, Kim Norris, Welcome Hosts and Ushers

Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster 
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist 

The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir
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New Year Resolution: Formation at GSL. Many people 
enter a new year with resolutions to engage opportunities 
intended for growth and betterment. Beginning Sunday, 
January 9, Formation at GSL (gracestlukes.org/discover) 
launches an abundance of weekly offerings for children, 
youth, and adults including guest speakers and special 
events. All members, newcomers, and our Memphis 
community neighbors are presented with countless 
January to June events in Life at GSL: Winter-Spring 
2022 Guide - Worship, Christian Formation, Connecting 
& More (gracestlukes.org/life-at-gsl). Christian formation 
is the lifelong process of growing in our relationship with 
God, self, others, and all creation; focusing on growth in 
discipleship; and discovering how faith is relevant to all 
aspects of our lives. In addition to worship, GSL offers 
learning in large and small group, on-campus and online 
settings led by clergy and lay ministers to facilitate growth. 
Welcome to 2022, a year of many blessings and a myriad 
of formation offerings for spiritual journeys and the 
empowerment of followers of Jesus. 
–Godspeed, Ollie+ | The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector.

Continue reading to see what’s happening at GSL 
this week and next and for important updates to 
Stewardship, Christian Formation, Worship & Music, 
Recreation & Wellness, including Mindfulness Sessions 
and Spring Soccer, Social Justice NCRM Tour, Community 
Life, including the February Newcomers’ Lunch, and more.

This Week and Next

A Death in Our Parish Family: Virginia Bourne 
Darlington (March 28, 1950 - January 2, 2022). 
Virginia Darlington died Sunday, January 2. The Burial 
Office will be offered at a later date to be announced. | Into 
your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, 
Virginia. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of 
your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own 
redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into 
the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious 
company of the saints in light. Amen. | Memorials may 
be offered to Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, ATTN: 
Memorial Gifts, 1720 Peabody Avenue, Memphis, TN 
38104, or given online (gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving). –A 
Pastoral Notice from The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

For a New Beginning. As we begin the 2022nd year of 
our Lord, poet John O’Donohue writes: “In out-of-the-way 
places of the heart, Where your thoughts never think to 
wander, This beginning has been quietly forming, Waiting 
until you were ready to emerge.” Read the full poem: 
gracestlukes.org/news/for-a-new-beginning.

Men’s Fellowship Resumes Thursdays, 7-7:45 a.m 
on Zoom. All men are invited to share in a weekly evolving 
conversation about spiritual growth, faith and doubt, 
current events and concerns, intellectual stimulation, and 
thoughtful living in a fast world. Organized by Doug Duncan 
and Father Ollie Rencher, learn more and get Zoom access 
here (gracestlukes.org/mens-fellowship).

Vestry 2022 Orientation Online, January 8. The 
Vestry gathered on Zoom yesterday from 8:30 a.m. to 
noon for new year orientation and business matters in 
lieu of initial plans for an overnight retreat at St. Columba 
Conference Center. They will be commissioned during 
worship services today: Vestry Classes of 2022: Ben Cowan, 
Mike Davis, Sandra Ireland, Jonathan Large, Anna Robbins 
(Junior Warden), 2023: George Johnson, Andy Nix (Senior 
Warden), Johnny Norris, Paula Sappington (Clerk), Taylor 
Taylor, and 2024: Bill Abernathy, Karen Clark, Beth 
Perkins, Hallie Peyton, Rudy Williams.

Parents Connect Resumes. Join us today, January 9, at 
4 p.m. in the chapel as we begin our winter Parents Connect 
series! Mary-Henry Thompson, the lower school chaplain 
at St. Mary’s, is speaking on “Crayons and Spirituality: 
Putting down our inhibitions and the trappings of language 
to explore the images of God in our lives.” Parents are 
invited to attend the Contemplative Eucharist at 5 p.m. 
Children are invited to McClure Hall for a Children’s Chapel 
service, games, and activities! The Nursery will be available 
for children 6 and under as well. Our next speakers are on 
February 6 and March 6!

Midweek Healing Eucharist, Second Wednesdays 
at Noon. On the second Wednesday of each month, 
starting January 12, we will gather in the Chapel for a 
30-minute service of Holy Communion, with special prayers 
for God’s healing grace and optional anointing with oil. 
Enter via the “Chapel” door on Lemaster street or Church 
Offices entrance.

Sign Up Today for The Other Side of the Story: 
Unpacking Misunderstood Biblical Characters. In 
this four-part series beginning Wednesday, January 12, 
from 6-7 p.m. in the Peete Room, Dr. Dan Pigg and Fr. Jesse 
Abell will revisit four figures in Scripture (Hagar, Rahab, 
Pontius Pilate, and Mary Magdalene) and will present 
additional information that will give you the other side of 
their stories. For more information and to sign up, visit 
tinyurl.com/othersideofthestory.
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GSL Daytime Book Group Meets January 13. The 
book group meets on the second Thursday of the month in 
the Red Room, September through May at 11:30 a.m. Bring 
your lunch if you like. No obligations or requirements, just 
show up if you read the book, are thinking of reading the 
book, or just want some nice company who loves books. 
For further information or to add your name to the mailing 
list, contact Janie Morris or Carol Ann Mallory via Realm 
(gracestlukes.org/realm). The January book is Becoming 
Mrs. Lewis by Patti Callahan.

Choral Evensong, January 16. Please join us in person 
or online (gracestlukes.org/live) for Choral Evensong on 
Sunday, January 16, at 5 p.m. as we observe the Feast of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

God’s Grace Abounds! Sign Up Today. If you would 
like to come share your story(ies) on how God’s grace has 
played a role in your life, we hope you will sign up to join 
a group of eight parishioners February 1-28 for a series of 
four gatherings. There will be literature provided each week 
that will help generate the discussion. This is a wonderful 
way of starting the new year and getting to know fellow 
parishioners a bit better. Please click here to sign up. 
(tinyurl.com/GSLGraceGroups) Deadline for signup is 
Wednesday, January 19. Participants are invited to choose 
a daytime or evening meet time. For more information, 
contact Hallie Peyton, Julia McDonald, or the Rev. Laura 
F. Gettys via Realm Connect (gracestlukes.org/realm).

Upcoming eNews & Leaflet Deadlines
Jan. 12 eNews | Jan. 16 leaflets - deadline Jan. 10, 10 a.m.
Jan. 19 eNews | Jan. 23 leaflets - deadline Jan. 17, 10 a.m.
Please email your submissions to Communications 
Associate Lucy Owens at lowens@gracestlukes.org.

Stewardship

2022 Stewardship Gratitude. Thank you to all of you 
who’ve so generously pledged time, talent, and money to 
Every Member Canvass 2022! Our goal is to raise $1,450,000 
from 100% participation by our 450-plus households. As 
of December 31, 215 pledges totaling $1,242,947 have been 
received, which is $207,053 from our goal. Your pledges 
support Sunday morning and evening worship offerings, 
formation and special programs for all ages, pastoral care, 
fellowship, music, community engagement, operations, 
buildings and grounds, and personnel. Imagine what we 
can accomplish in 2022 and beyond if every household 
contributes to the ministries of our parish. Please visit 
gracestlukes.org/pledge for details and to pledge today, 
or contact Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship 
Associate (901-252-6328, cmorrow@gracestlukes.org.

Christian Formation

Explore Life at GSL: Winter-Spring 2022 Guide 
of Worship, Christian Formation, Connecting & 
More (https://www.gracestlukes.org/life-at-gsl) for the 
full schedule of January to June events for adults, youth, 
and children. Spread the word!

Adults. (http://www.gracestlukes.org/adult-formation)
Sunday, January 9, 9:30-10:15 a.m. Parish Hall Forum, 
On Campus and Online: Planning for the Year: Important 
Approaches to Wellness with the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher 
followed by January 16, Welcome to the Wild World of GSL 
Church Sports, Wellness, & Fitness with Christi Authement. 
Check out the exciting winter lineup of Sunday offerings 
and more at gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning and tune in 
online at GSL Watch Live (gracestlukes.org/live).

Weekday Offerings begin Wednesday, January 12 
with The Other Side of the Story: Unpacking Misunderstood 
Biblical Characters. Learn more at gracestlukes.org/
midweek-formation.

Children. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
Children’s Formation returns today at 9:30! Pre-K 
through 1st grade meets in the Green Room; 2nd through 
5th grade meets in the Purple Room. All are invited to 
Children’s Chapel during the 10:30 service in the Lounge. 
The Nursery is open from 8 a.m.-noon every Sunday 
morning. We have wonderful Nursery Staff who are ready to 
take care of your little ones! For more information and 
to be added to the Children’s Formation email list, please 
contact Director of Children’s Formation Mary Shea Quach 
at msquach@gracestlukes.org.

Youth. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
Sunday Formation and EYC  resume today. 
Confirmation Classes are open to any baptized youth 
in grades 9-12 and will be offered over the course of 8 
weeks beginning in February or March. To sign up and 
get all confirmation updates, follow this link (tinyurl.com/
YouthConf2021) . St. Columba Ski Trip is back with 
two days of skiing and games in Indiana! This is the most 
popular trip St. Columba has to offer and seats will fill up 
quickly, so sign up today! For questions and details, contact 
Matthew Arehart (matthew@saintcolumbamemphis.org) at 
St. Columba. Click here to sign up and secure your spot on 
the trip. (saintcolumbamemphis.org/ski) Sr. High: January 
14-16. Jr. High: February 18-20. For more information 
and to be added to the Youth Formation email list, please 
contact Director of Youth Formation Amzie Williams at 
awilliams@gracestlukes.org.
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Worship and Music

SUNDAY
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector, will preach Sunday, 
January 9.
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with music, in person only. 8:45 
a.m. Fellowship/Connection Time.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with choir and organ, in person 
and online. Access livestream services via the GSL website 
(gracestlukes.org/live). The choral anthem for today is “The 
baptism of Jesus” by Sue Mitchell-Wallace.
5 p.m. Contemplative Eucharist with reflective music.

WEEKDAYS
Wednesdays, Compline (Night Prayers), 8 until 8:15 p.m. 
via Facebook Live (facebook.com/gracestlukes).

Chorister program at GSL. If you have or know of a 
child who would like to be a part of our chorister program 
for children and youth and would like more information, 
visit gracestlukes.org/childrens-choirs. Choirs: St. Cecilia, 
Canterbury, and the Memphis Boy and Girl Choir.

Recreation and Wellness

Sign-Up TODAY for Mindfulness Sessions, January 
24-February. Mindfulness is a form of light meditation 
where one sits quietly, paying attention on purpose, to the 
present moment, without judgment. Seasoned instructors, 
Robbie and John McQuiston, will lead a four-week series 
at Grace-St. Luke’s beginning Monday, Janaury 24, from 
noon-1 p.m. For additional details and to sign up, visit 
gracestlukes.org/news/mindfulness-sessions.

Spring Soccer. GSL Church sponsors a spring soccer 
program for JK–4th grades. The season is March 26-May 14 
which is a shortened season and is designed for continued 
soccer skill development during the spring. Registration is 
open through January 31. Please follow this link for more 
information and to register. (gracestlukes.org/spring-
soccer/)

Yoga with Anne is canceled for the next 2 weeks 
due to the COVID-19 surge in the Memphis area. 
Pickleball and GSL. 
Details here. (gracestlukes.org/news/pickleball-and-gsl)

Community Engagement
 (Outreach & Social Justice)

Social Justice Meeting at the National Civil Rights 
Museum. Sign Up TODAY! To celebrate the national 
memorial of Martin Luther King’s birthday, the Social 
Justice committee will host a tour of the National Civil 
Rights Museum on Sunday, January 16, following the 
10:30 service. All are welcome, and feel free to invite friends! 
Details and sign-up here. (tinyurl.com/GSL-NCRM) 
Questions? Contact Paula Barnes, Jennie Van Deveer or 
Nicki Soule via Realm Connect (gracestlukes.org/realm).

Community Life

Newcomers’ Lunch—Sunday, February 6, after the 
10:30 Service in Trezevant Hall. We are so glad you 
have joined the Grace St. Luke’s family and we hope you will 
join us for a casual lunch on February 6 to learn a bit more 
about Grace-St. Luke’s, our history, our mission, and ways 
to get involved. Children are welcome or childcare will be 
provided, your preference. GSL is a special place with many 
offerings and we want you to have a good experience. Please 
sign up here. (tinyurl.com/GSLFeb22Newcomers) We look 
forward to seeing you! For more information, contact Hallie 
Peyton, Julia McDonald, or the Rev. Laura F. Gettys via 
Realm Connect (gracestlukes.org/realm).

Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Messenger. Download 
the Messenger, GSL’s quarterly magazine, here: gracestlukes.
org/the-messenger. You may also pick up a copy at the 
information center in the church hallway.

AV/Photography Opportunities at GSL. We’re 
looking for a couple of folks who would like to be a part 
of the AV/Photography Team at GSL. This includes the 
livestreaming of services (vimeo.com/615288005) and 
formation offerings (vimeo.com/615242223) and taking 
photos of special events (like Blessing of the Animals: 
tinyurl.com/GSLPetBlessingPhotos). If this is something 
you have experience with and you’d like to be a part of this 
ministry at GSL, contact Communications Associate Lucy 
Owens (lowens@gracestlukes.org).

COVID-19 Protocols for Gathering at GSL. Follow this 
link to read the July 30 COVID-19 Update. (gracestlukes.
org/news/covid19) All persons, regardless of vaccination 
status and except for children two years and younger, are 
required to wear masks when gathered indoors for worship, 
fellowship, formation, small groups, and more. 
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Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
• Altar Flowers & Eucharistic Supplies: gracestlukes.org/news/altar-flowers-eucharistic-supplies-during-worship
• GSL Men’s Weekly Fellowship: gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-church/fellowship-groups/mens-fellowship
 

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Nancy Wilkerson, Charles Chandler, Carter Kaldon, 
Hal Wright, Babiedoll Thomas, Ted Kays, Sydney Page Ray and Edie, Betsy Tate, Elizabeth Brewer, the Morehead family, 
Carolyn Kaldon, Chyniece Matthews, Robert Morehead, Alice Thompson and her parents, Corrie and Raymond, Jet Tate, 
Lenore Stanley, Bill Hanna, and Kent Cox.

Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Belinda Joyce Madison, Tina McWhorter, Naomi 
Burnes, Lillie Mae McCarter, Virginia Darlington, and those who have died from coronavirus.

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Bill Abernathy, Sharon Campbell, Jeniffer Church, Doug Douglass, 
McCartney Gipson, Edward Hord, Kaye Johnson, Paul Kauerz, Hazel King, Max Mascolino, Daniel Massey, Margaret Newton, 
Sophie Parker, Mary Virginia Rogers, Jerry Sanders, Debbie Smith, Courtney Taylor, Mary Linda Wardlaw, Caroline Ware, 
Henry Warren, Annabelle Watts, Liza Watts, and Malcolm Wiener, and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, especially 
Philip Lamoreaux, III & Mary Morgan Whitfield and Stewart & Harrison Hunt.

Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Congregational Life As-
sociate & Assistant to the Rector Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online Prayer Request 
Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be printed, will be listed for 
one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential between the clergy and the indi-
vidual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the individual directly or a member of the 
clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers and reflected in the worship service leaflet.

One Time Gift
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

2022 Pledge
Make a 2022 pledge 
payment by scanning 
the QR code below with 
your smart phone!
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Director of Children’s Formation, Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Darling “D” Thomas, 
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Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2022: Ben Cowan, Mike Davis, Sandra Ireland, Jonathan Large, Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: 
George Johnson, Andy Nix (Senior Warden), Johnny Norris, Paula Sappington (Clerk), Taylor Taylor; 2024: Bill Abernathy, Karen Clark, Beth 
Perkins, Hallie Peyton, Rudy Williams; Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King.
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1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores

Sundays  8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person
  8:45-9:30 a.m. Coffee in the Circle Drive
  9:30-10:15 a.m.  Adult Formation: Parish Hall Forum Speakers 
   and Programs, Trezevant Hall & Livestream
   Youth & Children Formation Offerings
    gracestlukes.org/discover
  10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person & Livestream
  4-4:50 p.m. More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall
  5 p.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, Third Sunday Choral 
   Evensong (September-May), Seasonal Concerts
   gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday 6-7:15 p.m. Adult Formation Offerings (as announced)
Wednesday 8-8:15 p.m.  Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

WORSHIP | www.gracestlukes.org/worship


