
Sunday, August 18, 9:30 – 10:20 a.m.
Episcopal School Identity Conversation with The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, 
Rector, and Thor Kvande, Head of School

Join Father Ollie Rencher and Mr. Thor Kvande for a conversation about the 
ministry of  Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal School (1947), its partnership with 
Grace-St. Luke’s Church (1940), and highlights of  what makes GSL a unique 
and important community in Memphis.

Sunday, August 25, 9:30 – 10:20 a.m.
Wellness and Recovery Sunday Conversation with The Rev. Stuart Hoke and The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

Father Stuart Hoke and Father Ollie Rencher have been connected since their mutual years in New York 
City and in North Carolina. Now a resident of  Little Rock, Father Hoke will be our guest to reflect on his 
personal experience as a recovering person and the Christian belief  that all people are called to wellness, 
which includes paying attention to any addictions that may be occurring in our lives or the lives of  others. His 
topic will be “The Infinite Value of  a Painful Past.” Spread the word about this important conversation.

Sunday, September 1, 8:45 – 10 a.m.
Breakfast Extended and Fellowship

Join us in the Parish Hall for an extended hour of  good food and all-ages fellowship. If  you’ve never before had a chance to attend our 
weekly parish breakfast, this is your chance! 

Sunday, September 8, First Day of  New Formation Period, 9:15 – 10:10 a.m. 
Rally Day: Celebrate Life at GSL

Trezevant Hall will be transformed into a space to celebrate life at GSL. In this new season of  parish life, all households are encouraged 
to come and to learn more about our parish vision, worship, formation (learning offerings for adults, youth, and children), fellowship, and 
service (in-reach and outreach) opportunities, and how to get involved and connect with others. This grand event will include live music, a 
slideshow, and ministry area leaders. Spread the word!

Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Fall 2019 Formation and Worship Offerings

August – December 2019
Formation at Grace-St. Luke’s: Christian formation (education) is about growing in discipleship and discovering how faith is relevant 
to all aspects of  our lives. At GSL, we strive to offer a menu of  learning choices in large and small group settings led both by clergy and 
lay ministers. Classes for adults are held in various locations, including the Parish Hall (Trezevant), Peete Room (LeMaster Street door 
entrance), The Chapel, Parlor (Lounge), McClure Hall, and Room 212 (beyond Trezevant in the Evans Building). Youth and children 
gather in designated rooms located on the basement level of  the Parish House. Specific locations are posted in the weekly eNews, 
worship service leaflet, and on information tables.

ADULT FORMATION
Parish Hall Forum, Sundays 9:15 – 10:10 a.m. beginning September 8

www.gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning
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Sunday, September 15
Memphis at 200 with Dr. Tim Huebner (Session I)

This year marks the bicentennial of  the founding of  Memphis. But what does the history of  Memphis 
have to do with how we live as people of  faith in our community? Join Dr. Tim Huebner, Calvary Church 
parishioner and Professor of  History at Rhodes College as he explores the deep and long history of  
Memphis. In this two-part session, we’ll think about how the city’s history—particularly its history of  race 
relations—challenges us to envision a greater Memphis as we begin our third century. 

Sunday, September 22
Memphis at 200 with Dr. Tim Huebner (Session II)

We continue our time with Dr. Tim Huebner, Calvary Church parishioner and Professor of  History at Rhodes College, as he explores 
the history of  Memphis, particularly its history of  race relations, and implications for our future and opportunity to become a greater 
Memphis.

Sunday, September 29
Conversation with the Clergy: Living as Christians of Inclusion and 
Welcome with The Rev. Amy George and The Rev. Meredith Jane Day

On this Memphis Pride weekend join the Rev. Amy M George and the Rev. 
Meredith Jane Day for a conversation about inclusion in The Episcopal 
Church. Come learn more about our history as a welcoming denomination, as 
well as explore and discuss ways that we can become more open to all in our 
community.

Sunday, October 6
The Spirituality of Giving: Time, Talent, and Treasure to the Glory of God with Stewardship 
Associate Chapman Morrow and Stewardship Team Leaders

Join our staff  stewardship associate and lay leaders to reflect on the essential three-fold ministry of  all 
individuals to give of  their valuable time, talent, and treasure to the glory of  God and to support life at GSL. 
This follows the launch of  the GSL 2020 Stewardship Campaign and will include insight into parish ministry 
operations and finances. 

Sunday, October 13
Conversation with the Clergy: Deconstructing the Nicene Creed 

Join the clergy for a laidback conversation about the Nicene Creed. We say the Creed Sunday after Sunday, but rarely consider where it 
comes from and why we recite it at every service of  Eucharist. Come and learn more about this ancient tradition and ponder its relevance 
in the Church today.

Sunday, October 20
BRIDGES Impact on Young People, Memphis, and the World with President Dana Wilson 

Episcopalians were influential in creating a leader of  transformation in Memphis: BRIDGES. BRIDGES 
unites and inspires diverse young people (a generation of  leaders committed to reconciliation, restoration, 
and unity) to become confident and courageous leaders committed to community transformation. Join 
BRIDGES president and associates to learn more, including how GSL Church and School can partner 
with them.
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Sunday, October 27
Reflecting on “An Unforeseen Life” with Author Mary Ann Connell and The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

An Unforeseen Life is a powerful memoir about a woman who embraced what she could and tried to make the 
most of  her life, despite an underlying sadness. Her story is a funny, touching account of  a life “most richly 
blessed” if  sometimes in unexpected ways. When she was eight, fire took the life of  her younger brother. She 
blamed herself  for the accident, and guilt became a motivator for the remainder of  her remarkable life. Join 
Episcopalian Mary Ann Connell and our rector for a conversation about her faith journey and the writing of  
her book (April 2017).

Sunday, November 3
Poems on Gratitude with The Rev. Katherine M. Bush

At the start of  this “gratitude-centric” month, join the Rev. Katherine Bush for a time of  reflection on 
poems of  gratitude. She will explore the works of  various authors and poets, guiding us on a path towards 
thankfulness.

Sunday, November 10
Faith, Jesus, and Journalism: A Conversation with Dan Conaway 
and Otis Sanford

Join noted local journalists Otis Sanford and Dan Conaway as they explore and 
reflect on their experiences reporting and reflecting on the world through the 
lens of  faith. Enjoy a time of  humor and heart as they discuss the intersection 
of  journalism and Jesus.

Sunday, November 17
Lasting World Changes by Episcopal Relief and Development with Episcopal Church Programs 
Vice President, Josephine Hicks 

Episcopal Relief  & Development facilitates healthier, more fulfilling lives in communities struggling with 
hunger, poverty, disaster and disease and it is committed to demonstrating a measurable impact in three 
transformative program priorities: Women, Children and Climate. Episcopal Church Programs Vice President 
Josephine Hicks will shed light on this almost 80-year-old ministry, provide ways for GSL Church and School 
to partner, and serve as the lay preacher at the 8 and 10:30 services.

Sunday, November 24, 9:15 – 10:15 a.m.
Annual Meeting of the Parish

All members and newcomers are invited and encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting of  the Parish in Trezevant Hall. This one-hour 
occasion will undertake key business matters, including the election of  the Vestry Class of  2022, parish life highlights since the last annual 
meeting, review of  a 2020 operating budget draft, and a state-of-the- parish address from the Rector. 

Sunday, December 1
Gospels at the Crossroads: Navigating Where Gospels Converge and Diverge
Join us for a discussion about the differences and similarities between the four Gospels. Each telling the story of  Jesus, discover how they 
differ in detail and perspective guided by the audience they were written to reach.   
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Sunday, December 8
Bookends of Gratitude: The Countdown to Christmas and Chanukah with Rabbi Micah Greenstein

Rabbi Micah D. Greenstein, D.D. is the eighth senior rabbi in Temple Israel’s 165-year history in Memphis, 
and a close friend of  the GSL parish community. Join Rabbi Micah and our rector for an insightful two-week 
session. Greenstein upholds, “Chanukah is not the “Jewish Christmas,” and it didn’t make the final cut of  the 
Old Testament in Protestant and Jewish Scriptures, but Chanukah has timeless and powerful messages. It all 
comes back to gratitude.” 

Sunday, December 15
Bookends of Gratitude: The Countdown to Christmas and Chanukah with Rabbi Micah Greenstein

We continue our time with Rabbi Micah Greenstein to reflect on the fact that Chanukah is not the “Jewish Christmas,” gain more insight 
about Judaism, and celebrate the significance of  both Jewish-Christian dialogue and interfaith relationships. 

Sunday, December 22
The Sequence of Advent-Christmas-Epiphany: How The Poetry of Charles Wesley Helps Us to 
Understand the Cosmic Events in the Ordinary of Life with Dr. Dan Pigg

The challenge for any hymn writer during any period of  time is to find a way to put words to the sublime, 
the transcendent, and the eminent nature of  the relationship between God and humanity. At no time is 
that challenge more apparent than in describing the theology of  the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany sequence. 
Charles Wesley, the writer of  approximately 6,500 hymn poems, helps us to wrap our minds around that great 
paradox and to live into that reality. We will explore some of  his hymns/poems that are familiar and not so 
familiar.

Wednesday Evenings | September – December 2019
www.gracestlukes.org/midweek-evenings

September 11, 18, 25, and October 2
Becoming Beloved Community
Facilitator: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher
Location: Trezevant Hall
Time: 6 – 7:30 p.m.

As the Episcopal branch of  the Jesus Movement, we (Episcopalians) dream and work to foster “beloved communities,” where all people 
may experience dignity and abundant life and see themselves and others as beloved children of  God. In May 2017, the Office of  the 
Presiding Bishop (The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry) collaborated with lay and ordained staff  members and churchwide leaders to frame a 
path for Episcopalians to address racial injustice and grow as a community of  reconcilers, justice-makers, and healers who share a passion 
for the dream of  God. All individuals and congregations are encouraged to embrace the journey ahead as a long-term commitment as 
part of  our spiritual formation. The Becoming Beloved Community (BBC) program provides resources for those seeking racial healing, 
reconciliation, and justice through interrelated commitments to: telling the truth (about our churches and race); proclaiming the dream (of  
beloved community); practicing the way (of  love in the power of  Jesus; and repairing the breach (in society and institutions). GSL Church 
and School adults and youth are invited to participate by registering for this four-week, curriculum-based class facilitated by the Rev. Ollie 
V. Rencher, Rector. (Sign up by following this link: https://tinyurl.com/GSLBecoming.)

October 9, 16, and 23
Inspired: A Skeptic’s Guide to Reading the Bible
Facilitator: The Rev. Meredith Jane Day
Location: Peete Room
Time: 6 – 7:30 p.m.

Why don’t modern day Christians follow all of  Paul’s advice in the New Testament? Why would God tell Abraham to kill his own son? Did 
Moses actually defy the laws of  physics in the parting of  the Red Sea? As author Rachel Held Evans writes, “If  the Bible isn’t a science 
book or an instruction manual, then what is it?” If  you’ve ever found yourself  grappling with what exactly makes the Bible “inspired,” 
then this class might be for you. Through the lens of  Evans’ book, this three-week course will discuss how to read the Bible in a new way: 
focusing on story, soliloquy, poetry, and drama and embracing the mystery of  this fascinating yet confounding book. Doubters, questioners, 
and cynics welcome. (Class limited to 20 participants. Sign up by following this link: https://tinyurl.com/GSLInspired.)
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November 6, 13, and 20
Braving the Wilderness: A Deeper Look into the Work of Dr. Brené Brown
Facilitator: Anne Ayres
Location: Peete Room
Time: 6 – 7:30 p.m.
In this time of  bitter political and ideological polarization, it is tempting to fall into demonizing and 
dehumanizing the “other.” In her book Braving the Wilderness, writer and researcher Dr. Brené Brown points 
the way toward reconciliation through the practice of  showing up as our authentic and imperfect selves, 
rather than taking the well-worn path of  “fitting in.”  In this three-week conversation we will explore how we, 
as followers of  Christ, can develop the clarity and courage necessary for true belonging. 
(Class limited to 20 participants. Sign up by following this link: https://tinyurl.com/GSLBraving.)

December 4, 11, and 18
Intergenerational Wednesday Evenings in Advent
Location: Trezevant Hall
Time: 6 – 7:30 p.m.
Facilitator: 
On Wednesday evenings during the month of  December, gather for intergenerational participatory evenings of  Advent themed activities. 
Whether younger, older, or somewhere in between, connect with others in activities to create intentional time to capture the beauty of  the 
season and to be reminded of  why we celebrate Christmas. Watch for detailed descriptions of  each offering.
(Sign up requested for each date; follow this link: https://tinyurl.com/GSLAdvent.)

Public Theology (www.gracestlukes.org/public-theology)
5:30 – 7 p.m. at Celtic Crossing in the Cooper Young neighborhood
Monthly first Thursday gatherings of  laid-back, open conversations about a variety of  clergy-facilitated topics that broadens fellowship and 
learning opportunities beyond the corner of  Peabody and Belvedere. 
October 3
Steps to Peace in a Violent World: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector, will facilitate a conversation about the challenges of  and proven 
steps to one’s peace in a full, complicated, and broken society.
November 7
Saints and Souls Remembered: November is a month dedicated to remembering– join the clergy in a discussion of  how our lives are 
shaped by those saints and souls who went before us. How can we use all they taught us to live the Gospel here and now. 
December 5
Navigating Relationships and Chaos during the Holiday Season: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher and the Rev. Meredith Jane Day will 
facilitate what is likely to be lively conversation about how individuals and households might healthily approach family and non-family 
relationships and often busier calendars from Thanksgiving Day into the New Year. 
 

Adult Inquirers and Confirmation Classes (www.gracestlukes.org/inquirers-classes)
Sundays, October 6 – November 24 (lunch provided)
Location: McClure Hall 
Time: 12 – 1:15 p.m.
Becoming Episcopalian: What does it mean to live as a Christian in the Episcopal tradition in today’s world? Why is the Eucharist so 
crucial to our faith?  Why do Episcopalians have such peculiar terminology (e. g. narthex, curate, vestry, etc.)? These and many other questions 
will be addressed and discussed during our annual Inquirers series entitled, “Becoming Episcopalian.” This class is for both members 
and non-members who wish to learn more about, have a refresher, or reaffirm their faith as Episcopalians; who are not confirmed 
Episcopalians; or who wish to be received into the Episcopal Church from another Christian tradition. At the end of  the class, those who 
wish to be confirmed, reaffirmed, or received will be invited to take part in the Confirmation Service during Bishop Roaf ’s visit to GSL on 
January 12, 2020. (Sign up by following this link: https://tinyurl.com/GSLAdultConf2019.)
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Rite 13 for Middle School
6th – 8th Grade
Location: Red Room, Youth Space
Sundays, 9:15 – 10:10 a.m. (Beginning September 8)
Taught by Director of  Youth Formation Amzie Williams and assisted by Youth 
Volunteer Parker Pippen. Rite 13 follows curriculum from Journey to Adulthood, 
an Episcopal youth formation series. The Rite 13 program seeks to guide young 
people as they begin to take the first steps of  independence from their families 
into their own lives. This class aims to create a safe, creative, and open space to 
explore ideas, interest, abilities, faith, and one’s self. 

 
J2A for High School
9th – 12th Grade
Location: Room 212 (adjacent McClure Hall)
Sundays, 9:15 – 10:10 a.m. (Beginning September 8)
Taught by Youth Formation Associate Addison Combs and assisted by Youth 
Volunteer Jess Steenbergen. J2A is a curriculum from Journey to Adulthood 
and Episcopal youth formation series. Through scripture reading, prayer, 
and fellowship, this class seeks to help students cultivate and understand the 
importance of  Christian community as they develop critical thinking, empathy, 
and other skills needed in adulthood. Part of  the J2A Curriculum leads to a 
Pilgrimage, with this exciting opportunity we do ask and hope for consistent attendance for those who plan 
to be a part of  the J2A Pilgrimage. 

Youth Confirmation
Sundays, October 6 – November 17 (excluding October 13)
Time: 9 – 10:10 a.m.
Location: Peete Room
Using the Episcopal curriculum entitled, “My Faith, My Life,” high school students will have the opportunity to talk candidly about God, 
the Episcopal Church, and personal faith in a friendly and inviting atmosphere, facilitated by adult lay leaders and clergy. At the end of  the 
course, youth will be invited to participate in the Confirmation Service during Bishop Roaf ’s visit to GSL on January 12, 2020. All youth 
grades 9-12 are invited to take part. 
(Sign up by following this link: https://tinyurl.com/GSLYouthConf2019.)
 

Biscuits and Bible for Middle School
6th-8th Grade (Beginning September 4)
Location: Red Room, Youth Space
Time: 6:45 – 7:45 a.m.
This Wednesday morning Bible study has quickly become a favorite for our Middle School students; we will meet to explore the Gospel 
for the week and its relevance to our lives. Chick-fil-a breakfast is provided, and all are welcome, regardless of  church or school attendance. 
(early pick-up is available for non-GSL students)
 
Episcopal Youth Community (EYC)
Location: Red Room Youth Space 
6th – 8th Sundays 4 – 5:30 p.m.
9th – 12th Sundayss 5 – 7 p.m.
An opportunity for fellowship, relaxing, and fun! EYC offers a more laidback atmosphere for youth to build meaningful and lasting 
friendships. This time is less focused on structured learning and more devoted to community building, self-expression, impactful service, 
and seeking to understand the ever-changing and messy world around us. Please note that locations and times may change depending on 
the nature of  our activities, look out for monthly emails from awilliams@gracestlukes.org to keep updated on all things EYC! 

YOUTH FORMATION 
www.gracestlukes.org/youth-formation
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Nursery for Infants through Kindergarteners (7:45 a.m. – Noon)
Infant Room (Newborn–Walking) 

Toddler Room (Walking–Potty Training) 
Little Lambs Room (Potty Training–Atrium Ready) 

Location: Church Nursery with the Nursery Staff. 
Children may be picked up in the Nursery prior to Communion, or at the conclusion of  the service. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Montessori-based spiritual formation in a uniquely prepared environment called an atrium. 

There, with the guidance of  trained Catechists, children explore the mysteries of  our faith through materials and 
experiences that foster the child’s innate sense of  wonder and closeness to God. Catechesis children are encouraged to stay in their atria 
during the 10:30 service. After the Peace, we will process as a group into the nave, and children will join their families for the Eucharist.

Atrium I 3–6 yrs: Pre-K, JK and SK  (9:15 a.m. – until the Peace)
Location: Atrium I (Green Room) 

Catechists: Sharon Campbell & Pete Shearon

Atrium II 6–9 yrs: 1st, 2nd and 3rd Grade (9:15 a.m. – until the Peace)
Location: Atrium II (Purple Room) 

Catechists: Sydney Prather & Eva Loftin
Supporting Catechist: Teresa Betts

Project Purpose 4th & 5th (9:15 – 10:15 a.m.)
A time and space to explore the realm of  “prayerful art.” Child-led prayer and the weekly Gospel lesson 

open each session, followed by a time of  reflective creativity using a variety of  artistic media.
Location:  Yellow Room
Leader: Julie O’Bryan

CHILDREN’S FORMATION 
www.gracestlukes.org/sunday-school

Sunday Mornings
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www.gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org
Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

The Rev. Meredith Jane Day, Curate; Christi Authement, Athletics Director
Sharon Campbell, Director of  Children’s Formation; Addison Combs, Youth Formation Intern

Sandra Kendrick, Facilities Assistant; Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate
Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator; Dr. Patrick Scott, Director of  Music & Organist

Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist and Choirmaster; Linda Stine, Parish Administrator
Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of  Youth Formation

Clergy and staff  contact information: hwww.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry and Treasurer
Grant Adams (Worship), Jimpsie Ayres (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Fellowship), Patrick Burnett 

(Jr. Warden & Youth Formation), Nina Callan (Pastoral Care), Jim Greer (Worship), Linda Khumalo (Worship),  
Stinson Liles (Outreach & Justice), Julia McDonald (Clerk & Children’s Formation), Murray McKay (Adult Formation), 

Kurt Patton (Sr. Warden & Athletics), Charlie Pazar (Outreach & Justice), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship),  
Bev Trojan (Treasurer), Simon Wadsworth (Stewardship), and Gavin Wigginson (Congregational Development)

Worship at Grace-St. Luke’s

Worship provides intentional opportunities for people to thank God for blessings known and unknown, connect 
with one another, be fed by Word and Sacrament, and be restored to face whatever lies ahead. Readings from and 
meditations on the holy scriptures, music, silence, and sharing in the holy meal from God’s Table provide food for 
the journey. All are welcome to any and all that we offer at GSL. 

Sundays
8 a.m. Holy Communion in the contemporary language of  the Book of  Common Prayer (Rite II) includes 
sermon, organ music, and hymns. Childcare available. 
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion in the contemporary language of  the Book of  Common Prayer (Rite II) includes 
sermon, choral and organ music, and hymns. Childcare available. 
5:30 p.m. Holy Communion from the Book of  Common Prayer includes a brief  meditation in a more 
contemplative setting, enhanced by candles, icons, intentional moments for silence, and instrumental music (cello, 
flute, guitar, piano). 

Wednesdays
Noon, 30-minute service of  Holy Communion in the Chapel includes a homily and intentional moments of  silence 
as a perfect way to recharge in the middle of  the day.

Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church Vision Statement
Our Vision is to be a thriving community of  hope, belonging, and healing through worship, 

parish life, and service, and who rejoices in the love of  Jesus to transform the world.


