
the fourth sunday in lent
the holy eucharist: rite two

march 27, 2022 | 10:30 am

Welcome. This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church according 
to The Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Text in boldface type is read aloud or sung by 
the congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. Explore the richness of 
the BCP online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions for Individuals and Families. 
During this service, you may stand, kneel, or sit at the appointed times and practice 
personal pieties that might enhance your engagement in this experience. Thank for the 
gift of your presence for our worship of God.



Welcome to Worship: Thank you for making Grace-St. Luke’s part of your spiritual journey and for joining us today for this service. If you 
are new among us, please complete an online Connect Card at gracestlukes.org/online-visitor-card. Our clergy-staff team would like to 
reach out to learn more about you and to explore how life at Grace-St. Luke’s might bless your journey and you bless ours. For more about our 
thriving faith community including online formation (learning) offerings, please visit www.gracestlukes.org.

Celebrant: The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell Preacher: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher
Assisting: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys 

Silence is observed for the
Voluntary: “Prelude on Nettleton”    Craig Phillips

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 690, “Guide me, O thou great Jehovah” music: Cwm Rhondda, John Hughes (1873-1932)
 words: William Williams (1717-1791); tr. Peter Williams (1722-1796), alt.
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Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People  His mercy endures for ever.

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your 
neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.” -Mark 12:29-31

The Celebrant and People kneel or stand for 
The Confession of Sin and Absolution
The Celebrant then says 
Let us confess our sins to God. 
Silence may be kept.

Minister and People
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have 
denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil 
that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

All sit. 
Song of Praise: “Love is Little”          music & words: South Union Shaker Settlement, Kentucky (1834)

Love is little, Love is low, Love will make my spirit grow. 
Grow in peace, Grow in light; Love will do the thing that’s right. 

Love your neighbor, Heal your friend, Tender mercies now descend. 
Full of Hope, full of grace, As I gaze into Christ’s face.

All stand.
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world: 
Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.

All are seated for the lessons
A Reading from the Book of Joshua (5:9-12)

The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this 
day. While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in 
the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and 
parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they 
ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 
Silence
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Psalm 32    Plainchant Tone II.1
Choir, then all sing the ANTIPHON

1  Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, *
  and whose sin is put away!
2  Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, *
  and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3  While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, *
  because of my groaning all day long.
4  For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *
  my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. All sing the ANTIPHON
5  Then I acknowledged my sin to you, *
  and did not conceal my guilt.
6  I said,” I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” *
  Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
7  Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; *
  when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
8  You are my hiding-place;
 you preserve me from trouble; *
  you surround me with shouts of deliverance.  All sing the ANTIPHON
9  “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; *
  I will guide you with my eye.
10  Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; *
  who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
  or else they will not stay near you.”
11  Great are the tribulations of the wicked; *
  but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.
12  Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; *
  shout for joy, all who are true of heart.   All sing the ANTIPHON

A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (5:16-21)

From now on, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, 
we know him no longer in that way. If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, ev-
erything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry 
of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; 
we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 
Silence
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        You are my hiding place;   you preserve me       from   trou-   ble.            
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All stand.
The Sequence: Hymn 469: “There’s a wideness in God’s mercy” music: St. Helena, Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)
 words: Frederick William Faber (1814-1863)

The Holy Gospel  
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  (15:1-3, 11b-32)
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and 
saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So Jesus told them this parable: “There was a man who had two 
sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided 
his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he 
squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, 
and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to 
feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But 
when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying 
of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to his father. But while he 



was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then 
the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the 
father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe--the best one--and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his 
feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, 
he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and 
your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to go in. 
His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working 
like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might 
celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed 
the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to 
celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

The Priest invites the People to stand for the Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the  Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead,  and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen.

Prayers of the People, Form I

The Peace
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People   And also with you.
The Celebrant and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, 
saying “Lord, have mercy.”
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church 
of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in 
authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
For this city, for every city and community, and for those who 
live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom 
and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for 
the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those reflected on the prayer list, and for those we now 
name either silently or aloud [N.N.], let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and 
the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who 
remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and 
for all the departed, especially Noah Lehman, and for those 
we now name either silently or aloud [N.N.], let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and 
degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suf-
fering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
In the communion of the ever blessed Virgin Mary, blessed 
Luke, and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and 
one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God.
Silence.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
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The Holy Communion

The Offertory
After an offertory sentence, God’s Table is set with gifts of bread, wine, and water, the Celebrant washes and sanitizes her/his hands, and music is offered. 
Gifts of money are collected by ushers into offering plates to support the life and ministry of Grace-St. Luke’s Church. To offer a financial gift with your 
smart phone, QR codes are in this service leaflet. You also may text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch PLEDGE to 73256 to 
give to your PLEDGE; mail offerings to the church office; or place your gifts in an offering plate located near the doors. Before the Great Thanksgiving, 
offering plates are brought forth and placed on the Altar. | Our Every Member Canvass 2022 campaign seeks 100% pledge participation by all members, 
newcomers, and any friends. Visit gracestlukes.org/pledge or complete a paper form available in the public spaces. For more about worship, formation, 
ways to connect, serve, and more, visit gracestlukes.org.

The Anthem: “Wondrous Love”    music: The Southern Harmony, arr. Michael Sitton 
  words: American folk hymn, c. 1835

All stand. 
The Presentation: Hymn 686, “Come, thou fount of every blessing” 
 music: Nettleton, melody from A Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813
 words: Robert Robinson (1735-1790), alt.

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, 
What wondrous love is this 
That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb
Who is the great I AM, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

When I was sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down
Beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul.

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, 
I’ll sing and joyful be, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on.



8

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth: Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to 
triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again. Therefore we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn 
to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus music: S-130, from Deutsche, Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937)



The people stand or kneel.  The Celebrant continues.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject 
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die 
as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.     Christ is risen.     Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the 
joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy Name,  thy kingdom come,  thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us. And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.  Then, all sing the Fraction Anthem.
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The Fraction Anthem      music: Behold the Lamb of God, from the Iona Abbey Music Book, 16
                Choir, then repeated by all.

The Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Sacrament, the ministers of communion proceed to a standing station. As directed, the congregation is invited to come 
forward and receive communion or ask for a blessing signaled by the crossing of arms across the chest. Gluten-free Bread is available upon your 
request to the minister. The communicant responds “Amen” after receiving the Bread and the Wine. For those desiring to receive the Sacrament, 
it is essential to use hand sanitizer provided at the communion station before offering your open palm to receive the wafer. The wine may be 
taken by drinking or intincting (dipping). Regarding The Chalice: All may but none must drink from the chalice. The antimicrobial properties 
of silver, air exposure time from wiping and turning the chalice after each communicant, and higher alcohol content of fortified wine suggests 
that drinking from the chalice is more hygienic and lower risk for transmission of germs. Scientists report that intincting is less hygienic than 
sipping from the chalice. However you choose to receive, be assured that Christ is fully present.

All sing. 
Music during Communion
Hymn 623: “O what their joy and their glory must be”  O quanta qualia
Hymn 318: “Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face”  Nyack

During communion, Spiritual Communion Prayers are offered by those worshipping via livestream.
Spiritual Communion Prayers
These rich words are recited daily throughout the church catholic (universal) by individuals and communities unable to gather for public 
worship for whatever reason, while also longing for the occasion to participate in the Episcopal Church’s central practice of receiving the 
Holy Sacrament.

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed 
Body and Blood are offered this day, remembering Grace-St. Luke’s Church and those worshiping 
and receiving communion at this time, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the 
blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means 
of grace and the hope of glory, and particularly for the blessings given me. I believe that you are truly 
present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come 
into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let 
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious 
kingdom and unending peace. Amen.

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and guide me 
in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in the power of your 
gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, 
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
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When a Eucharistic Visitor is to be sent out on a visit, the following is said.
Sending Out of Eucharistic Visitors 
The assigned Eucharistic Visitors come forward to receive a Communion Kit and to be commissioned with the following words, before 
departing immediately to our homebound members.

Celebrant [N.N.], in the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that [N.N.] may 
 share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
People We who are many are one Body because we all share one bread, one cup. 

The Celebrant then says   Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now 
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and single-
ness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant says
Bow down before the Lord.
Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who kneel before you; and grant that those whom you have nourished by your 
Word and Sacraments may bring forth fruit worthy of repentance; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Procession: Hymn 411, “O bless the Lord, my soul!”  
  music: St. Thomas (Williams), melody Aaron Williams (1731-1776); harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872)
  words: James Montgomery (1771-1854); para. of Psalm 103:1-5
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The Dismissal

The people are dismissed with these words
Minister Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 

Voluntary: “Litanies”            Jehann Alain

Exiting The Pews. During the Voluntary, the congregation may be seated or depart in a distanced manner via the narthex or northwest doors. 
The Clergy will be stationed in the narthex and outside to exchange greetings.

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and unknown, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Celebrant
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Preacher
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Assisting

Charles Rowland, Crucifer
Grant Adams, Verger

Janet Goode, Carolyn Pickens, Lectors
Paula Barnes, Sandra Ireland, Eucharistic Ministers

Bill Abernathy, Johnny Norris, Joshua Shipley, Joey Sichting, Welcome Hosts and Ushers
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist 

Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster 
The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir

St. Cecelia Choir
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Spring and Lenten Tide. It is the season of Spring and 
the Lenten tide. A time of invited reflection and stilling of 
heart and mind. I’ve been especially struck by our Memphis 
trees—the tulip poplars, Bradford pears, cherry trees; they 
are blooming in wonderful ways! I’ve also been struck by our 
old forest trees of Overton Park standing stately and wisely. 
These trees are the ones I turn to in the midst of our urban 
community, as I feel caught up in their history and wisdom as 
well as their silence. Standing still and listening to the birds 
singing in their branches and the wind tousling the budding 
leaves, I often take off my shoes. The place I stand with these 
ancients feels holy and sacred. I wonder what stills your heart 
and mind? Where do you go or what do you do to seek that 
holiness that resides in each of us? For me it’s the trees. 
—Peace, Laura+ (Read full text here: gracestlukes.org/news/
posts/spring-and-lenten-tide.)

Continue reading to see what’s happening at GSL 
this week and next and for important updates about Social 
Justice, Christian Formation, Worship & Music, Community 
Life, Recreation & Wellness, and more.

This Week and Next
Faithfully Memphis with Amzie Williams and 
Others: Nurturing the Next Generation. Continuing 
the diocesan Nurturing the Next Generation series on 
Faithfully Memphis, Amzie Williams, GSL Youth Director, 
Gabbie Munn from Calvary, and Carter Webster from 
Holy Communion engaged in a delightful conversation 
about youth ministry, how it has affected them, and how 
it has changed their futures. The show premiered at 8 
a.m. on Thursday (March 24). You can access the show 
on the Faithfully Memphis podcast (podcasts.apple.com/
us/podcast/faithfully-memphis/id1548782099) and on 
the EDWTN’s YouTube (youtube.com/channel/UCe7_
imu1HDcxaRW18g4ahuA) , as well as air on WYXR 91.7 FM 
(wyxr.org/).

Social Justice March Meeting Today, March 
27, immediately Following the 10:30 Service in 
Trezevant Hall! We will gather to close out Women’s 
History Month in conversation with Dr. Gail Murray, retired 
History Professor and Department Chair at Rhodes. Dr. 
Murray’s research has focused on Southern Women and 
Social Justice. Now retired, she has been able to spend 
her time and knowledge active in various Memphis justice 
and equity organizations including MICAH, and outreach 
programs as a member of First Congo. Please join us for 
a lively discussion about the lives and times of some truly 
amazing women of faith and courage, such as Fanny Lou 
Hamer, Pauli Murray, Diane Nash, and others who helped 
push the moral arc of the universe closer for justice for all.

Flute at GSL, TODAY, March 27, 5 p.m. Contemplative 
Eucharist with music for reflection. Jeanne Simmons, flute. 
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, clergy. See Worship and Music 
for additional details.

Adult Inquirers & Confirmation Class – Living into 
Our Faith, Sundays, March 27 to May 15, 11:45 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at GSL. Please register (gracestlukes.org/inquirers-
classes) for this seven-week class offered to any who are 
simply interested in learning more about The Episcopal 
Church, want a refresher from when confirmed however 
many years ago, and want to become an Episcopalian by 
confirmation or reception during the May 22 Bishop’s 
Visitation. Visit gracestlukes.org/inquirers-classes. Nursery 
available until 1 p.m.

Easter Flower Deadline, April 3. If you would like to 
make a donation in honor of or in memory of a loved one 
for Easter flowers, you may send a check to the church 
office (ATTN: KEATON MORRIS, 1720 Peabody Ave., 
Memphis TN 38104) listing the names of those you would 
like remembered or honored. These names will be listed 
in the Easter leaflets if received before April 3. For your 
convenience, you may also pay online at gracestlukes.org/
onlinegiving. Select the “Make a donation for altar flowers” 
link under “Memorials and Honoraria.”

GSL, Get Out the Vote, April 3 Following 10:30 
Service. Perhaps you have noticed political yard signs 
popping up all over Memphis recently, that can only mean 
that Election Day is upon us, and the campaign season has 
arrived. This year MICAH and the Grace-St. Luke’s MICAH 
Core Team will be partnering with Shelby County Voter 
Alliance, a 501C3 Non-Partisan organization dedicated to 
ensuring access to the polls, registering voters, increase 
voter turnout, and fighting for racial equality at the ballot 
box. Read more here: gracestlukes.org/micah.

Baptisms at GSL. The sacrament of Holy Baptism will 
be administered during public worship at Grace-St. Luke’s 
during 2022 on the following dates: The Great Vigil of Easter 
(April 16), The Bishop’s Visitation (May 22), The Day of 
Pentecost (June 5), September 18, and All Saints’ Sunday 
(November 6). For more information and to schedule a 
baptism, contact Membership and Stewardship Associate 
Chapman Morrow (901-252-6328, cmorrow@gracestlukes.
org.

Live at GSL Event for April.
On Palm Sunday, April 10, 2 p.m. at Overton Park, join us  
for a docent-led Wildflower Tour for all ages. For additional 
details including registration, visit gracestlukes.org/live-at-
gsl-celebrating-901. 

eNews Deadlines
• March 28, 10 a.m. Deadline for March 30 eNews | April 

3 leaflets
• April 1, 10 a.m. Deadline for Palm Sunday, Holy Week & 

Easter leaflets
• April 4, 10 a.m. Deadline for April 6 eNews

Please email your eNews submissions and questions you 
might have about the eNews to Communications Associate 
Lucy Owens at lowens@gracestlukes.org.
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Upcoming Dates
• Sunday, April 3, 3 p.m., Premiere Screening of From 

Cathedral to City Hall: A Documentary for Justice (edwtn.
org/event/premiere-of-from-cathedral-to-city-hall-a-
documentary-for-justice/)

• April 10-April 17, Holy Week and Easter Services at GSL 
(gracestlukes.org/news/posts/lent-holy-week-and-
easter-2022)

• Sunday, April 10, 5 p.m. Service of Passion Lessons and 
Carols

• Wednesday, April 13, noon, Midweek Healing Service 
(gracestlukes.org/midweek-healing-eucharist)

• Thursday April 14, 11:30 a.m., Daytime Book Group 
(gracestlukes.org/gsl-daytime-book-group)

Christian Formation

Explore Life at GSL: Winter-Spring 2022 Guide of 
Worship, Christian Formation, Connecting & More 
(gracestlukes.org/life-at-gsl) for the full schedule of events 
for adults, youth, and children. Spread the word!

Adults. (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation)
Sunday, March 27, 9:30-10:15 a.m. Parish Hall 
Forum, On Campus and Online: “I Praise You for 
I Am Wondrously Made” (Ps. 139:14): The Magnificent 
Creator and the Mystery of the Human Body with Dr. 
Deborah Harmon Hines. Come and hear Dr. Deborah 
Harmon Hines talk about her observations on our creation 
by God and the beautiful design of the human body, drawn 
for her work and experience at UMass Medical School as 
an anatomy professor. Dr. Harmon Hines is a Memphis 
native and a graduate of LeMoyne-Owen and UTHSC. For 
nearly 30 years, she was on the faculty of the University of 
Massachusetts Medical School as a professor of anatomy, 
cell biology, and radiology and as vice provost for school 
services. She has also been active in The Episcopal Church 
as a former president of the Union of Black Episcopalians, 
a delegate to General Convention, and TEC’s representation 
to the Church in Libera. She is married to the Rev. John 
Edgar Freeman, who serves as priest-in-charge of St. Anne’s, 
Millington. Looking Ahead: April 3, For the Beauty of 
the Earth: A Conversation about Creation Stewardship with 
Martha Lyle Ford. Check out the exciting lineup of Sunday 
offerings (gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning) and tune in 
online at GSL Watch Live (gracestlukes.org/live).

Practical Tools for Connecting with God. Following Fr. 
Martin Smith’s “Getting Real with God” forum presentation 
(vimeo.com/gracestlukes/MartinSmithForum) and his 
sermon (vimeo.com/gracestlukes/MartinSmithSermon) 
on February 27, Fr. Jesse Abell will discuss practical and 
user-friendly techniques for connecting with God in this 
final session of this series on Wednesday, March 30, at 6 
p.m. Both in-person and Zoom participation options are 
available. Sign up at tinyurl.com/GSLPracticalTools.

Children. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
Children’s Formation. Join us in the Green Room from 
9:30-10:15 for Godly Play for Pre-K through 3rd graders. 
This is a wonderful curriculum that will help your children 
slow down and get ready for the great mystery of Easter. 
4th and 5th graders will be in the Purple Room for Weaving 
God’s Promises. Feel free to reach out to Mary Shea with any 
questions! All children are invited to join us in the lounge for 
Children’s Chapel following the formation hour during the 
10:30 service.
The Nursery is open every Sunday from 8-12, as well as on 
our Parents Connect nights. We have wonderful staff that are 
ready to care for your little ones! You can read more about 
our Nursery Staff and Covid-19 protocol on the website 
(gracestlukes.org/nursery).
For more information and to be added to the Children’s 
Formation email list, please contact Director of Children’s 
Formation Mary Shea Quach at msquach@gracestlukes.org. 

Youth. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
Sunday Formation. Meet Maxie, Mary Gara, and Amzie in 
the Red Room from 9:30-10:15 a.m. for scripture discussions, 
crafts, and games using materials from MyFaithLens and 
Illustrated Ministry. Open to all youth in grades 6-12.
Confirmation will continue to meet in the Red Room 
following the 10:30 service with Jen Gibbs and Amzie 
Williams.
EYC. Join Amzie and Maxie for an evening of our favorite 
outside games in this week’s warm weather! High School 
meets from 4-5 p.m. and Middle School from 5-6 p.m. We 
have an indoor rain plan if the weather looks poor, but for 
either case, meet at the red door!
The Alchemist, March 16, 23 & 30, 5-6 p.m. Explore 
the mysteries of life and the desert with this classic. Join us 
for 4 weeks of Lenten readings and practices focused on self-
care and spiritual discernment.
For more information and to be added to the Youth 
Formation email list, please contact Director of Youth Formation 
Amzie Williams at awilliams@gracestlukes.org.

Worship and Music

SUNDAY
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector, will preach on Sunday, 
March 27, at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with music, in person only. 
8:45 a.m. Fellowship/Connection Time.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with choir and organ, in person 
and online. Access livestream services via GSL Watch Live 
(gracestlukes.org/live). Today at 10:30 a.m., the choir will 
sing Wondrous Love by Michael Sitton. Next Sunday (4/3), 
the choir will sing Precious Lord, take my hand by Roy 
Ringwald.
5 p.m. Contemplative Eucharist with Music for Reflection. 
Jeanne Simmons, flute; The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, clergy.

WEEKDAYS
Wednesdays, Compline (Night Prayers), 8 until 8:15 p.m. 
via Facebook Live (facebook.com/gracestlukes).
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Chorister program at GSL. If you have or know of a 
child who would like to be a part of our chorister program 
for children and youth and would like more information, 
visit gracestlukes.org/childrens-choirs. Choirs: St. Cecilia, 
Canterbury, and the Memphis Boy and Girl Choir.

Recreation and Wellness
GSL Church Weekly Mindfulness Time in a Sacred 
Space. Each Monday from 12-12:30 p.m. our beautiful chapel 
space will be available for personal mindfulness practice, 
contemplation, prayer, or simple silent companionship. No 
need to sign up; all are welcome. Please enter the main church 
office entrance (circle drive off of Peabody Ave.) You will be 
directed to the Chapel by the church receptionist. Please enter 
the Chapel area quietly. Visit gracestlukes.org/mindfulness 
(gracestlukes.org/mindfulness) for any cancellations or 
changes.

2022 “What to Expect” in Spring Soccer and Baseball, 
Softball, & T-Ball. Follow these links find out what you 
can expect in both of these great GSL sports: Spring Soccer 
(gracestlukes.org/spring-soccer) and Baseball, Softball, & 
T-Ball (gracestlukes.org/playball).

Yoga with Anne. Thursdays, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Details here: gracestlukes.org/news/yoga-with-anne 

Community Life
Recruitment Call: New Liturgical Ministers for 
Sunday and Occasional Worship Services. Acolytes, 
Choristers, Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEMs), Lectors 
(Readers), Ushers, Vergers, and Welcome Hosts (Greeters) 
always are needed to offer integral service roles during the 
liturgies of GSL. In addition to Altar, Flower, and Funeral 
Guilds, which serve behind-the-scenes and pay attention to 
specific details to prepare the worship space for gathering, 
these worship ministry leaders may be adults, youth, and 
children. For information about serving, eligibility, training, 
and to connect with ministry area coordinators,email 
Congregational Life Associate/Assistant to the Rector Abby 
Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org) or call 901-252-6336.

The Spring Messenger. Visit gracestlukes.org/the-
messenger to download the spring (March, April, May) edition 
of The Messenger, or pick up a copy at the information center 
in the church hallway. Inside this issue: Adult Formation, 
Altar Flowers & Supplies, Children’s Formation, Easter Flower 
Deadline, GSL Daytime Book Group, GSL School News, Healing 
Service, Lent, Holy Week & Easter, Looking Towards Sunday, 
Membership News, Memorials/Honoraria, Message from the 
Associates, Message from the Rector, Music, Outreach, Pastoral 
Care, Privacy Policy, Recreation & Wellness, Shrove Tuesday, 
Social Justice, Stewardship, Vestry Commissioner Areas, Vision 
Statement, Youth Formation, and more.

COVID-19 Protocols for Gathering at GSL. Follow this 
link to read the March 2022 COVID-19 Update. (gracestlukes.
org/news/covid19) All persons, regardless of vaccination 
status and except for children two years and younger, are 
required to wear masks when gathered indoors for worship, 
fellowship, formation, small groups, and more. 

Calvary Waffle Shop Volunteering. Grace-St. Luke’s 
has a long history of volunteering with the Calvary Waffle 
Shop during the Lenten season (Wednesday-Friday at 
the lunch hour). If you are interested in helping volunteer 
with this incredible tradition and representing GSL, please 
contact Nora Conaway (via Realm, gracestlukes.org/realm) 
or Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336).

WORSHIP | www.gracestlukes.org/worship 
Sundays  
8:30 a.m.   Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person
8:45-9:30 a.m.  Fellowship/Connection Time
9:30-10:15 a.m.   Adult Formation: Parish Hall Forum Speakers 

and Programs, Trezevant Hall & Livestream 
Youth & Children Formation Offerings 
(gracestlukes.org/discover)

10:30 a.m.   Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person & 
Livestream

4-4:50 p.m.  More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall
5 p.m.   Holy Eucharist with Music, Third Sunday 

Choral Evensong (September-May), Seasonal 
Concerts (gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-
worship)

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday 
6-7:15 p.m.  Adult Formation Offerings (as announced)
8-8:15 p.m.   Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday, April 10
The Nursery is open from 8 a.m. until Noon
8:30 a.m. Blessing of Palms & Procession 
  with Eucharist & Music
9:30 a.m.      Palm Cross Making in Trezevant Hall
10:30 a.m.  Blessing of Palms & Procession 
  with Eucharist & Music ***
5 p.m.      Service of Passion Lessons and Carols

Holy Monday, April 11
5:30 p.m.  Stations of the Cross

Holy Tuesday, April 12
5:30 p.m.  Prayers, Poetry, Silence, & Music

Holy Wednesday, April 13
Noon   Eucharist with Healing Prayers & 
  Anointing in the Chapel
8 p.m.    Compline (Night Prayers) on Facebook Live

Maundy Thursday, April 14
The Nursery is open until the end of the service. 

6:30 p.m.  Maundy Thursday Liturgy ***  followed by  
 Overnight Prayer Vigil in the Chapel. 

Good Friday, April 15
7:30 a.m.  Morning Prayer in the Chapel
Noon     Meditations by the Clergy & Music *** 

Holy Saturday, April 16,
7 p.m.  Great Vigil of Easter with Festival Music ***

Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day, April 17
The Nursery is open 8 a.m. until noon. 
8:30 a.m. Festival Eucharist at GSL
8:30 a.m. Outdoor Eucharist at Snowden Field 
9:30 a.m. Children’s Easter Activities, 
 including Egg Hunt
10:30 a.m. Festival Holy Eucharist at GSL ***

*** Service is also online at gracestlukes.org/live



Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
• Altar Flowers & Eucharistic Supplies: gracestlukes.org/news/altar-flowers-eucharistic-supplies-during-worship
• GSL Men’s Weekly Fellowship: gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-church/fellowship-groups/mens-fellowship
 

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for  Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Nancy Wilkerson, Charles Chandler, Carter 
Kaldon, Hal Wright, Babiedoll Thomas, Ted Kays, Sydney Page Ray and Edie, Betsy Tate, Elizabeth Brewer, Bill Hanna, 
Judy Tucker, Greer, Alice Munson Gayden, Gary Ray, James Graves, Memory, Lee Anne, Edith Heller, Ethel, the Gold 
family, Melisande McCall, Jackie Kays, and all victims of war, especially Vera and Alexei and their family.
Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Noah Lehman and those who have died from 
coronavirus.
We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Anne Ayres, Jack Bagwell, Cliff Barnes, Brian Eason, 
Jackson Fortas, Rebecca Goff, Bob Heller, Kim Huch, Faris Jennings, Angie Keesee, Faye Kenner, Ellie Sappington, 
Judy Self, Bryan Smith, Josh Gettys, Rhett Layman, Sam Merrell, and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, 
especially Jocelyn & Greg Busby.
Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Congregational 
Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online 
Prayer Request Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be 
printed, will be listed for one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential 
between the clergy and the individual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the 
individual directly or a member of the clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers 
and reflected in the worship service leaflet.

One Time Gift
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

2022 Pledge
Make a 2022 pledge 
payment by scanning 
the QR code below with 
your smart phone!

All music is reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise (“WLP”) © Church Pension Fund. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730610. All rights reserved. 

Clergy and Staff. The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop; The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, 
Associate Rector, The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon; Christi Authement, Recreation & Wellness Director; Teresa Betts, 
Nursery Staff; Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector; Ariel Laws, Nursery Staff; Keaton Morris, Director of Operations and Finance; 
Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, Communications Associate; Mary Shea Quach, Director of Children’s Formation, Dr. Patrick 
A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant; Gabrielle White, Nursery 
Staff; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation. 
Clergy and staff contact information: gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2022: Ben Cowan, Mike Davis, Sandra Ireland, Jonathan Large, Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 
2023: George Johnson, Andy Nix (Senior Warden), Johnny Norris, Paula Sappington (Clerk), Taylor Taylor; 
2024: Bill Abernathy, Karen Clark, Beth Perkins, Hallie Peyton, Rudy Williams; Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King.

gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores


