
the third sunday of easter
the holy eucharist: rite two

april 18, 2021 10:30 am

This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church. Text in boldface type is read 
aloud or sung by the congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. Explore the 
richness of the BCP online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions for Individuals and 
Families. During this service, please feel free to stand, sit, or even kneel at the appointed times 
and practice any personal pieties that might enhance your engagement in this experience. 
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Welcome to Worship: Thank you for making Grace-St. Luke’s part of your spiritual journey and for joining us today for this service. If you 
are new among us, please complete an online Connect Card at gracestlukes.org/online-visitor-card. Our clergy-staff team would like to 
reach out to learn more about you and to explore how life at Grace-St. Luke’s might bless your journey and you bless ours. For more about our 
thriving faith community including online formation (learning) offerings, please visit www.gracestlukes.org.

Celebrant: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys Preacher: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

All are asked to observe silence during the
Voluntary: “O Filii et Filiæ”  Jean-François Dandrieu

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
The congregation is invited to remain seated and meditate on the text of the opening hymn while the cantors and organist sing. Those worship-
ing from home are invited to join in singing. See page 9 regarding in-person congregational singing. 
Hymn 180, stanzas 1-2 & 4,  “He is risen, He is risen!” music: unser Herrscher, Joachim Neander (1650-1680)
    words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), alt. 



3

All Stand.
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Said by all 
The Gloria in excelsis

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son 
of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are 
seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.

All are seated for the lessons
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 3:12-19
Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our 
own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of 
our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he 
had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 
and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, 
his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him 
this perfect health in the presence of all of you. “And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent 
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”
Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.   

Psalm 4 recited by all in unison
1  Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; *
  you set me free when I am hard-pressed; have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
2  “You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; *
  how long will you worship dumb idols and run after false gods?”
3  Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; *
  when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me.
4  Tremble, then, and do not sin; *
  speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.
5  Offer the appointed sacrifices *
  and put your trust in the Lord.
6  Many are saying, “Oh, that we might see better times!” *
  Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord.
7  You have put gladness in my heart, *
  more than when grain and wine and oil increase.
8  I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; *
  for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety.
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A Reading from the First Letter of John 3:1-7
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason 
the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not 
yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And 
all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; 
sin is lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in 
him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who 
does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.
Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.  

All stand for the Gospel. 
The Gospel
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  24:36b-48
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled and terrified, and 
thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 
Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as 
you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled 
fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 
Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is 
to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in 
his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

The Priest invites the People to stand for The Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please remain standing or kneel for the Prayers of the People. 
The Prayers of the People, Form II BCP 385

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.
I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Diocesan Bishop Phoebe, Presiding Bishop Michael, 
and the Archbishop of Canterbury Justin; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church. Silence

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.
Pray for justice and peace. Silence

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.
Pray for those in any need or trouble. Silence

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they may find and be found by him. Silence



I ask your prayers for the departed, especially for Jason Delaney and for those who have died from coronavirus. Pray 
for those who have died. Silence

I ask your prayers for the special needs and concerns of this congregation, including those reflected on the Prayer List 
in this service leaflet; I ask your thankgivings for the upcoming baptisms of Charles Matthew Layman, son of Sara and 
Rhett Layman, Emma Frances Owens, daughter of Mary and Paul Owens, and Gerry Walter Adair, son of Stephani 
and Gerry Adair. Silence

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that we may have grace to glorify 
Christ in our own day. 
Silence is observed. Then, the Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

All stand for 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

The Celebrant and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Offertory 
The Celebrant first offers instructions about the ministration of communion. Then the Celebrant and Assisting Priest wash their hands with soapy 
warm water and sanitize them. During the setting of the Holy Table, financial offerings may be made to support life at Grace-St. Luke’s: visit 
gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving; text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch PLEDGE to 73256 to give to your PLEDGE; or 
you may mail offerings to the church office. Our 2021 stewardship campaign, Resilience and Connection by Giving, is seeking 100% participation 
from all parishioners: visit gracestlukes.org/pledge. For information about worship, formation for all ages, ways to connect, serve and more, 
visit www.gracestlukes.org.

Music at the Offertory: “Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest” 
  music: Sursum Corda, Alfred Morton Smith (1879-1971)
  words: George Wallace Briggs (1875-1959), alt.

Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest;
nay, let us be thy guests; the feast is thine;
thyself at thine own board make manifest
in thine own Sacrament of Bread and Wine.

We meet, as in that upper room they met;
thou at the table, blessing, yet dost stand:
‘This is my Body’; so thou givest yet:
faith still receives the cup as from thy hand.

One body we, one Body who partake,
one Church united in communion blest;
one Name we bear, one Bread of life we break,
with all thy saints on earth and saints at rest.

One with each other, Lord, for one in thee,
who art one Savior and one living Head;
then open thou our eyes, that we may see;
be known to us in breaking of the Bread.
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The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth: But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for 
he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has 
destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our 
voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name:

Said by all. 
Sanctus-Benedictus  
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.  
The Celebrant continues.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, 
and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.



The Lord’s Prayer   

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
The Breaking of the Bread  

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The People are seated or may kneel to prepare to receive communion. 
The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Bread, the priests immediately proceed to the nave to give the Bread to the people by coming to each pew pod. The Bread 
is given to communicants with these words The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen. or The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in 
everlasting life. Amen. 

Anthem at Communion: “He is risen”  music: Percy Whitlock (1903-1946)
  words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 

He is risen, he is risen! Tell it out with joyful voice:
he has burst his three days’ prison; let the whole wide earth rejoice:
death is conquered, we are free, Christ has won the victory.

Come, ye sad and fearful-hearted, with glad smile and radiant brow!
Death’s long shadows have departed; all his woes are over now,
and the passion that he bore— sin and pain can vex no more.

Come, with high and holy hymning, hail our Lord’s triumphant day;
not one darksome cloud is dimming yonder glorious morning ray,
breaking o’er the purple east, symbol of our Easter feast.

During communion, Spiritual Communion Prayers are offered by those worshipping via livestream.
Spiritual Communion Prayers
These rich words are recited daily throughout the church catholic (universal) by individuals and communities unable to gather for public 
worship for whatever reason, while also longing for the occasion to participate in the Episcopal Church’s central practice of receiving the 
Holy Sacrament.

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed Body 
and Blood are offered this day, remembering Grace-St. Luke’s Church and those worshiping and receiv-
ing communion at this time, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings 
of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace 
and the hope of glory, and particularly for the blessings given me. I believe that you are truly present 
in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my 
heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing 
separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom 
and unending peace. Amen.

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and guide me 
in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in the power of your 
gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, 
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
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Post-Communion Prayer

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send 
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is 
well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, 
and remain with you always. Amen.

The congregation is invited to remain seated and meditate on the text of the hymn while the cantors and organist sing. Those worshiping from 
home are invited to join in singing. See page 9 regarding in-person congregational singing. 
Hymn 182, stanzas 1-2 & 4-5, “CHrist is aLive! Let CHristians sing.”     
     Music: Truro, melody from Psalmodia Evangelica, Part II, 1789; harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872), alt.
     Words: Brain A. Wren (b. 1936), rev.
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The Dismissal
Minister Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Voluntary: “OFFertOire, sur O Filii et Filiæ” Op. 49, NO. 2”  Alexandre Guilmant

Exiting The Pews. Please remain seated throughout the organ voluntary. After the voluntary is finished, ushers will be available in the 
aisles to direct all exiting in a distanced manner via the narthex only (south entrance behind you) using the east doors only (left as you ap-
proach). The Clergy and Welcome Hosts will be stationed in the narthex and outside to exchange greetings.

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and known, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Celebrant  
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Preacher

Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist
Elizabeth Hornor, Amy Wilson, Daniel Massey, & André Moore, Cantors

A note regarding congregational singing: Current research is comparing singing to that of sneezing or cough-
ing—claiming that the aerosols that are produced while coughing/sneezing/singing may go further than 6 feet (think 
of a can of aerosol hairspray); even if wearing a mask, some of the aerosol particles may still be released into the air. 
The Episcopal Church and the Diocese of West Tennessee are recommending that congregations refrain from singing 
until it is safe to do so. Our diocese has approved parishes to have 4 singers in the Chancel area that are placed 17 feet 
apart from each other and from congregation members.
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A Message from the Rector
 

A Most Meaningful Season. Into these early days of 
Eastertide, I bring gifts from what was a most meaningful 
season of Lent. Lent 2021 was different from past 
observances including the worldwide journey through the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its implications for life as we had 
known it. Like many during the pandemic, I appreciated, 
cherished, and celebrated new and enriching things, 
especially the small group experience of exploring Jack 
Kornfield’s The Art of Forgiveness, Lovingkindness, and 
Peace. Often it is said that small group participation is one 
of the most important aspects of nurturing faith, spiritual 
formation and growth, and forming community with other 
pilgrims. – The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector (Read the full 
text: gracestlukes.org/news/a-most-meaningful-season)
 

Take Note
 

“Reimagining Church” Virtual Parish Town Hall 
Meeting, Saturday, May 8. Following April meetings 
of the GSL Clergy, Staff, and Vestry with Episcopal priest 
and congregational life consultant, the Rev. Renee Miller, 
all parishioners are encouraged to attend a one-hour Zoom 
meeting to reflect on the current landscape and future 
of the Church. Learn more and register at tinyurl.com/
ReimaginingChurch.
 

Worship and Music
 

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with organ, in person. Follow 
this link (tinyurl.com/GSLWorshipSignup) for required 
sign up for in-person worship by noon Saturday.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with choir & organ, in person and 
online. Follow this link (tinyurl.com/GSLWorshipSignup) 
for required sign up for in-person worship by noon 
Saturday. Access livestream services via the GSL website 
(gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live (facebook.com/
gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.com/gracestlukes).
5:30 p.m. Contemplative prerecorded worship with 
the Rev. Laura F. Gettys and guest musician, Benjamin 
Minden-Birkenmaier, guitar, via the GSL website 
(gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live (facebook.com/
gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.com/gracestlukes).

WEEKDAYS
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Compline (Night Prayers), 
8 until 8:15 p.m. via Facebook Live (facebook.com/
gracestlukes/live).
 

Christian Formation
 

Life at GSL Sunday and Weekday Offerings. Explore 
and share with others the Life at GSL Winter-Spring 2021 
Guide (gracestlukes.org/discover/life-at-gsl-guide) for 
Sunday guest speakers, Wednesday events, and more.

ADULTS. (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation)
Sunday 9:15 a.m. April 25: Being the Church in a Sea-
son of Change and Loss with the Rev. Dr. Lauren F. Win-
ner. Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the GSL 
clergy and parishioners have had to learn how to operate in 
new ways. Episcopal priest, Duke Divinity School profes-
sor, and author Lauren Winner returns to GSL (virtually) 
to reflect on what she is learning about being the Church 
amid constant and unforeseeable change. Drawing on past 
seasons in the history of the Church including the Great 
Depression, Dr. Winner will have much to share through a 
conversation hosted by the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher. | Look-
ing Ahead, May 2: Outreach at GSL: Servant Ministry 
Partners. For more about Sunday morning adult forma-
tion, explore gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning. 
 

YOUTH. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
Sunday, April 18: EYC will meet outside the Red Door 
on LeMaster. 6th-8th grades, 4-5 p.m.; 9th-12th grades, 
5-6 p.m.
 

Thursday, April 22: Parents are invited to join us for 
our next Parent Town Hall Zoom Meeting, Thursday, April 
22, at 5 p.m. The link will be sent out in advance.
 

We have some exciting dates to share for the spring!
May 16: Senior Sunday at the 10:30 a.m. service
May 23: Youth and Adult Confirmation at 2 p.m. with 
Bishop Roaf.

For more information and to be added to the Youth 
Formation email list, please contact Director of Youth 
Formation Amzie Williams (awilliams@gracestlukes.org).
 

CHILDREN. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
The Children’s Activity Bag for May will be delivered 
on May 2. Please sign up here (tinyurl.com/ChildrensAc-
tivityBags2) to reserve your child’s bag!

Join Ms. Sharon for this Sunday’s 20-minute Virtual 
Prayer Table on Zoom. An email with the linkvis sent 
to the children’s email list each Saturday. On the Third 
Sunday of Easter, we’ll talk about the reading from Luke 
24 and what it looks like when we’re open to new things. 
We’ll think about a teacher who helped us understand 
something we were having trouble with, or opened our 
eyes to a new perspective.

Children’s Formation volunteers needed! As we 
prepare to resume in-person programs for children, we’re 
seeking Sunday volunteers to serve in the nursery and 
children’s classes, as well as help with other in-person 
events. If you’d like to help support Children’s Formation 
in this way, please contact Sharon Campbell for details.

For more information and to be added to the 
Children’s Formation email list, please contact Director 
of Children’s Formation Sharon Campbell (scampbell@
gracestlukes.org).



2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth Formation), Charlie 
Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George 
Johnson (Stewardship), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational 
Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King
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Social Justice
 

Social Justice Meeting, Wednesday, April 21, 6-7 
p.m. Please join the GSL Social Justice Ministry for its 
monthly meeting as we explore our call as beloved com-
munity and live into our baptismal covenant of “striving 
for justice and peace among all people.” By signing up 
(gracestlukes.org/events/social-justice-meeting), you will 
receive all of the necessary meeting information including 
the Zoom link. If you have any questions, you can contact 
Nicki Soule, Jennie Vandeveer, Paula Barnes, or the Rev. 
Laura F. Gettys via Realm Connect (gracestlukes.org/
realm).

Measuring the Justice of a Society in the Bodies of 
its People: An Introduction to Health Disparities. 
The Social Justice Ministry sponsored a two-part series 
on Health Disparities in our country on April 11 & 18. This 
two-part lecture introduced the biological bridge that links 
social differences to health disparities and explores how 
those social differences result from a long history of policy 
choices that deliberately left racial and ethnic minorities 
at a disadvantage. The first lecture explored how stresses 
associated with social inequality throw our bodies into 
fight- or-flight response that over time causes diseases 
like diabetes, hypertension, and stroke. The second lecture 
explored the lives and family histories of two children 
who inherit the social inequalities that produce different 
health outcomes. Links to the two lectures may be found 
here (gracestlukes.org/connect/social-justice/resources).

Community Life
 

Update on Sunday Realm Notification Emails. 
Moving forward, the Saturday news blast will serve as the 
reminder for Sunday events rather than the additional 
Sunday Realm (gracestlukes.org/realm) emails. All events, 
and the resources associated with them, can still be found 
on the Events page on Realm.
 

The Messenger Magazine. The April-May issue is 
available for download by following this link (gracestlukes.
org/the-messenger). Included in this issue is The Pan-
demic One Year Later, GSL Valentine Food Drive a Lenten 
Work of Passion, Reimagining Church Town Hall, Holy 
Week & Eastertide, Pentecost with the Presiding Bishop, 
and much more.
 

Outreach
 

Plus-1, MIFA & MLGW. Now that your utility bill is a 
little lower, do you have a dollar for those who are dealing 
with theirs during a financial emergency? The partnership 
between MLGW and Servant Ministry Partner Metropoli-
tan Inter-Faith Association (MIFA) has helped neighbors 
in need since 1982. You may elect to add $1 or more to 
your MLGW bill information here (mlgw.com/residential/
plus1)  or support the program through a one-time dona-
tion here (mifa.org/plus-1).

Kindred Place Answers a Call to the Bullpen. 
Sadly, ACE Awareness Foundation has ceased opera-
tions. This endangered a key program - their Universal 
Parenting Places. But, Servant Ministry Partner Kindred 
Place answered the call! Please read this great article from 
High Ground News. (highgroundnews.com/features/
Kindred_Place_Pick_Up_ACE_Awareness_Left_Off.
aspx) You can read about GSL’s personal connections 
to Kindred Place in The Messenger article last year by 
Jim Drummond here (gracestlukes.org/news/kindred-
placegsls-partner-in-service).
 

Recreation and Wellness
What To Expect For the 2021 Spring Soccer 
Season. Follow this link for details: gracestlukes.org/
spring-soccer.

What To Expect For the 2021 Baseball, Softball, 
T-Ball Season. Follow this link for details: gracestlukes.
org/playball.

Yoga with Shantih, Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. Follow this 
link (gracestlukes.org/events/yoga-with-shantih) for 
signup details and Zoom info.



Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website and Facebook.
 

• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger, Bi-monthly Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
 

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Patty McManus, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Betsy Tate, Nancy Wilkerson, 
Kristin King, Charles Chandler, Michael Wills, Jake Seymour, Alymarie “Dooney” Twele, Annelise Ware Simmons, Felix 
Dae Sanders, Deborah Lowe, Amanda Adams, Bill Russell, Tom Wyatt, Susan Williamson, Peggy Mulherin Williamson, 
Madeline Mathis, Jason, Carolyn Gardiner, Meg Kinard, Ben Jackson, Lynn Dunavant, and Janelle Sellers.
Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Jason Delaney and those who have died from 
coronavirus.
We give thanks for the upcoming baptisms of Charles Matthew Layman (Charlie), son of Sara and Rhett Layman, 
Emma Frances Owens, daughter of Mary and Paul Owens, and Gerry Walter Adair, III (Walt), son of Stephani and 
Gerry Adair.
We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Lynn Alberson, Marie Arkle, Elliot Bagwell, Kai Barnes, 
Susan Barnett, Alex Collie, Claiborne Collier, Warner Davidson, Michael Gates, Kelly Jo Graves, George Gray, Gil Hayes, 
Christiana Helvie, Hays Hutton, Bob King, Walker Morris, Ben Morse, Hunter Oppenheimer, Anna Robbins, Cynthia 
Saatkamp, Douglas Snider, Tom Stephenson, Virginia Strother, Dempsey Terhune, Rinnie Wood, and Lizzy Yatsula, 
and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, especially Geoffrey & Elizabeth Haynes and Jon & Taylor Bagwell.
Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Parish House 
Receptionist & Ministry Associate Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online Prayer 
Request Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be printed, 
will be listed for one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential between 
the clergy and the individual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the individual 
directly or a member of the clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers and 
reflected in the worship service leaflet.

Online Giving
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

Recurring
Set up recurring 2021 
pledge payments by 
scanning the QR code 
with your phone!

Clergy and Staff. The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; 
Christi Authement, Recreation & Wellness Director; Sharon Campbell, Director of Children’s Formation; Abby Huber, Receptionist, Ministry Associate, & Assistant 
to the Rector; Ashley Kendrick, Facilities Assistant; Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator; Dr. Patrick A. Scott, 
Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Linda Stine, Parish Administrator; Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant; 
Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation. Clergy and staff contact information: www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett 
(Youth Formation), Charlie Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), 
Mike Davis (Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George Johnson 
(Stewardship), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational Development), Taylor Taylor 
(Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King

www.gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores

All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise (“WLP”) © Church Pension Fund. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730610. All rights reserved. 


