
the day of pentecost: whitsunday
the holy eucharist: rite two

may 23, 2021 10:30 am

Welcome to Worship: Thank you for making Grace-St. Luke’s part of your spiritual journey and for joining us today for this service. If you 
are new among us, please complete an online Connect Card at gracestlukes.org/online-visitor-card. Our clergy-staff team would like to 
reach out to learn more about you and to explore how life at Grace-St. Luke’s might bless your journey and you bless ours. For more about our 
thriving faith community including online formation (learning) offerings, please visit www.gracestlukes.org.

Celebrant: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys Preacher: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher
All are asked to observe silence during the
Voluntary: “en taille à 5, Fugue à 5, & Duo, From “Veni Creator SpirituS”  Nicolas d’Grigny

Welcome and Announcements

Grace-St. Luke’s Use of “Enriching Our Worship” during Pentecost. Enriching Our 
Worship is one of the supplemental liturgical materials to The Book of Common Prayer. Its use is 
in keeping with The Episcopal Church’s continual seeking of an authorized language of Common 
Prayer capable of expressing what we believe about God, as well as reflecting on our own corporate 
and individual relationship to the Godhead. This supplement is not intended to supplant the Book 
of Common Prayer, but rather to provide additional resources to assist worshiping communities 
wishing to expand the language, images and metaphors used in worship. 

Today, worshippers will say and experience different words, similar to those in The Book of 
Common Prayer, for the opening acclamation, scripture lesson responses, confession, creed, 
beginning of communion, invitation to communion, and prayer after communion. Text in 
boldface type is read aloud by the congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. 
During this service, feel free to stand, sit, or even kneel at the appointed times and practice any 
personal pieties that might enhance your engagement in this experience.



The Word of God
All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 516, “Come down, o Love divine” music: Down Ampney, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
    words: Biano da Siena (d. 1434?); tr. Richard Frederick Littledale (1833-1890), alt. 

 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Gloria in excelsis music: S 280, Robert Powell (b. 1932)

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the promised gift of your 
Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the 
ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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All are seated for the lessons
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews 
from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are 
not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed 
and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with 
new wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, 
for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it 
will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and 
women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven 
above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the 
moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.’”

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 104:25-35, 37 said responsively by half verse

25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! *
  in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
26  Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number, *
  creatures both small and great.
27  There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, *
  which you have made for the sport of it.
28  All of them look to you *
  to give them their food in due season.
29  You give it to them; they gather it; *
	 	 you	open	your	hand,	and	they	are	filled	with	good	things.
30  You hide your face, and they are terrified; *
  you take away their breath, and they die and return to their dust.
31  You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *
  and so you renew the face of the earth.
32  May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; *
  may the Lord rejoice in all his works.
33  He looks at the earth and it trembles; *
  he touches the mountains and they smoke.
34  I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; *
  I will praise my God while I have my being.
35  May these words of mine please him; *
  I will rejoice in the Lord.
37  Bless the Lord, O my soul. *
  Hallelujah!



A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 8:22-27

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do 
not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 

All stand for the Gospel. 
The Gospel

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  15:26-27; 16:4b-15
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, ”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth 
who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with me 
from the beginning. “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am 
going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things 
to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if 
I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will 
prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; 
about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because 
the ruler of this world has been condemned. “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but 
will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because 
he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you.

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

The Priest invites the People to stand for
The Nicene Creed from Enriching Our Worship 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Be-
ing with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen.
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Please remain standing or kneel for the Prayers of the People. 
The Prayers of the People, Form IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Silence

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and 
reveal your glory in the world. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one an-
other and serve the common good. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of 
others and to your honor and glory. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another 
as he loves us. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 
bring them the joy of your salvation. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Phil Johnson, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for the gifts of time, talent, and treasure offered by all to support life at Grace-St. Luke’s; for the 
marriage of Ellen Wills and John Ball, today’s confirmation, reception, and reaffirmation of 24 youth and adults 
from the GSL community, and for other thanksgivings we now name aloud or silently.  Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

All stand for 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.
The Celebrant and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The	Offertory	
The Celebrant first offers instructions about the ministration of communion. Then the Celebrant and Assisting Priest wash their hands with soapy 
warm water and sanitize them. During the setting of the Holy Table, financial offerings may be made to support life at Grace-St. Luke’s: visit 
gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving; text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch PLEDGE to 73256 to give to your PLEDGE; 
or you may mail offerings to the church office. You may also place your gifts in the offering plate located at the Baptismal Font before or after 
the service. Our 2021 stewardship campaign, Resilience and Connection by Giving, is seeking 100% participation from all parishioners: visit 
gracestlukes.org/pledge. For information about worship, formation for all ages, ways to connect, serve and more, visit www.gracestlukes.org.



All stand and sing. 
Hymn 504: “Come, HoLy GHost, our souLs inspire”  music: Veni Creator Spiritus, plainsong, Mode 8
  words: Latin, 9th cent.; tr. John Cosin (1594-1672); para. of Veni Creator Spiritus.

Eucharistic Prayer 2: Enriching Our Worship
Celebrant     The Lord be with you. 
People     And also with you. 
Celebrant     Lift up your hearts. 
People     We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you made ready 
the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being:  sun, moon, and stars; earth, 
winds, and waters; and every living thing.  You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we 
rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. 
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.  And so this day we join with Saints and Angels 
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we say:

Sanctus and Benedictus music: S 129, Robert Powell (b. 1932)
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The people stand or kneel.  The Celebrant continues.
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to 
reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive 
and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and 
sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.  He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet 
we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice 
of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or 
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing the wine to be consecrated. 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke 
it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is 
and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  Breathe your Spirit over the 
whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  In the fullness 
of time bring us, with the ever-blessed Vigin Mary, blessed Luke, and all your saints, from every tribe and language 
and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ and with 
Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer   
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

The Fraction Anthem music: S 155, Gerald Near (b. 1942)



The People are seated or may kneel to prepare to receive communion. 
The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Bread, the priests go down to standing stations in front of the pulpit and lectern. At the direction of the ushers, the congregation 
is invited to use the outside aisles to come forward and receive the Bread and will return to their pews using the center aisle. The Bread is given 
to communicants with these words The Body of Christ, the Bread of heaven. Amen. Or The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting 
life. Amen.

Anthem at Communion: “Come down, o Love divine”  music: Roland E. Martin (b. 1955)
  words: Biano da Siena (d. 1434?); tr. Richard Frederick Littledale (1833-1890), alt.

Come down, O love divine, seek Thou this soul of mine,
And visit it with Thine own ardor glowing.
O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear,
And kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing.
 
O let it freely burn, til earthly passions turn
To dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
And let Thy glorious light shine ever on my sight,
And clothe me round, the while my path illuming.
 
Let holy charity mine outward vesture be,
And lowliness become mine inner clothing;
True lowliness of heart, which takes the humbler part,
And o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.
 
And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long,
Shall far outpass the power of human telling;
For none can guess its grace, till he become the place
Wherein the Holy Spirit makes His dwelling.

During communion, Spiritual Communion Prayers are offered by those worshipping via livestream.
Spiritual Communion Prayers
These rich words are recited daily throughout the church catholic (universal) by individuals and communities unable to gather for public 
worship for whatever reason, while also longing for the occasion to participate in the Episcopal Church’s central practice of receiving the 
Holy Sacrament.

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your 
blessed	Body	and	Blood	are	offered	this	day,	remembering	Grace-St.	Luke’s	Church	and	those	
worshiping	and	receiving	communion	at	this	time,	I	long	to	offer	praise	and	thanksgiving,	for	
creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and 
resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory, and particularly for the blessings 
given me. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at 
this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and 
embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let 
me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending 
peace. Amen.

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and 
guide me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in 
the power of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the 
growth of your kingdom, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, 
in glory everlasting. Amen.
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Post-Communion Prayer

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

May Almighty God, who enlightened the minds of the disciples by pouring out upon them the Holy Spirit, make 
you rich with his blessing, that you may abound more and more in that Spirit for ever. Amen.
May God, who sent the Holy Spirit as a flame of fire that rested upon the heads of the disciples, burn out all evil 
from your hearts, and make them shine with the pure light of his presence. Amen.
May God, who by the Holy Spirit caused those of many tongues to proclaim Jesus as Lord, strengthen your faith 
and send you out to bear witness to him in word and deed. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for 
ever. Amen. 

All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 506, stanzas 1 & 5-6, “praise tHe spirit in Creation”     
     music: Finnian, Christopher Dearnley (1930-2000)
     words: Michael Hewlett (1916-2000)



The Dismissal
Minister Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia. Alleluia.
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Voluntary: “Dialogue Sur leS granDS Jeux, From “Veni Creator SpirituS”  Nicolas d’Grigny

Exiting The Pews. After the voluntary is finished, ushers will be available in the aisles to direct all exiting in a distanced manner via the 
narthex or northwest doors. The Clergy and Welcome Hosts will be stationed in the narthex and outside to exchange greetings.

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and known, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Celebrant  
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Preacher
Rudy Williams, Lector & Intercessor

Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster

Grace-St. Luke’s Staff Singers

An updated note regarding congregation singing: The Diocese of West Tennessee has allowed limited 
congregational singing. This will include three hymns per service with only three stanzas per hymn, all while 
wearing masks and continuing to observe social distancing. This is based on recommendations put forth by the 
CDC and by research supported by the Association of Anglican Musicians.
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Extraordinary Pentecost at GSL. Today, May 23, is an 
extraordinary day in the life of GSL: we celebrate the birth-
day of God’s Church and take part in its growth. Tune in 
for virtual 9:15 a.m. “Celebrating Pentecost with Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry,” a lively 30-minute conversation 
between “a modern-day prophet” and me regarding the 
state of Christianity, the Episcopal Church Way of Love, 
and the baptismal call to follow Jesus today. Our festival 
day also includes liturgies at 8:30, 10:30, 4:00, and 5:00; 
descriptions for each appear under Worship and Music. 
The Day of Pentecost will be complete when 24 youth and 
adult candidates assemble at GSL with their sponsors and 
families for a livestreamed service at 2 p.m. for the admin-
istration of confirmation, reception, and reaffirmation by 
the Right Reverend Phoebe A. Roaf. I give thanks to God 
for the faith that binds us, one to another, as we focus on 
our mission, vision, and live by the Holy Spirit that came 
down at Pentecost as the loving wisdom of God to set us 
on fire with love. – Pentecost blessings and peace, Ollie+ 
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
 

Take Note
 

Celebrating Pentecost with a Song: Come down, 
O Love divine.  Pentecost is the birthday of the Church 
and culmination of the Great 50 Days of Eastertide. Just 
as “Love came down at Christmas,” followers of Jesus 
at GSL and everywhere are called to embody and live by 
the Holy Spirit that came down as the loving wisdom of 
God to set the people of God on fire. – The Rev. Ollie V. 
Rencher, Rector (Read the full text: gracestlukes.org/
news/celebrating-pentecost-with-a-song)
 

Worship and Music
 

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Organ, in person. Follow 
this link (tinyurl.com/GSLWorshipSignup) for required 
sign-up for in-person worship by noon Saturday.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Choir & Organ, in 
person and online. Follow this link (tinyurl.com/
GSLWorshipSignup) for required sign-up for in-person 
worship by noon Saturday. Access livestream services via 
the GSL website (gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live 
(facebook.com/gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.
com/gracestlukes).
4 p.m. Mass on the Grass Outdoor Eucharist on Anchor 
Hill. Follow this link (tinyurl.com/GSLWorshipSignup) for 
required sign-up for in-person worship by noon Saturday.
5 p.m. 5 p.m. Festival Choral Evensong, in person and 
online via GSL website (gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook 
Live (facebook.com/gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.
com/gracestlukes). This week’s Music in May offering 
is a service of Evensong to celebrate Pentecost, the 
birthday of the church. Follow this link (tinyurl.com/
MusicinMay2021) for required sign-up for in-person 
attendance by 2 p.m. Sunday.

WEEKDAYS
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Compline (Night Prayers), 
8 until 8:15 p.m. via Facebook Live (facebook.com/
gracestlukes/live).
  

Christian Formation
 

Life	at	GSL	Sunday	and	Weekday	Offerings. Explore 
and share with others the Life at GSL Winter-Spring 2021 
Guide (gracestlukes.org/discover/life-at-gsl-guide) for 
Sunday guest speakers and Wednesday events.
ADULTS. (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation)
Sunday 9:15 a.m. May 23: Celebrating Pentecost with 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry via the GSL website 
(gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live (facebook.com/
gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.com/gracestlukes). 
In celebration of Pentecost, the birthday of God’s Church, 
the Most Rev. Michael B. Curry will engage a virtual 
conversation with the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector, 
about the state of Christianity, the Episcopal Church Way 
of Love, and the baptismal call to follow Jesus today.. | 
Looking Ahead, May 30: The Dance Of God: Exploring 
Jazz and Dance. For more about Sunday morning adult 
formation, explore gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning. 
 

YOUTH. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
May 23: Today, May 23, at 2 p.m. Bishop Roaf will con-
firm twelve wonderful youth. These youth met outside 
and socially distanced and we cannot commend their 
dedication enough. EYC will follow at their usual times. 
MS EYC: 4-5 p.m., HS EYC: 5-6 p.m.
To view Youth Sunday pics, 
visit tinyurl.com/2021YouthSundayPics.
June 7-9: GSL Day Camp for High School 
 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
July 6-8: Serving 901 Day Camp 
 with Calvary & Holy Communion from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
 July 20-22: GSL Day Camp for Middle School 
 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
For more information and to be added to the Youth 
Formation email list, please contact Director of Youth 
Formation Amzie Williams (awilliams@gracestlukes.org).
 

CHILDREN. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
Children’s Formation volunteers needed! As GSL explores 
when and the best way to resume in-person programs for 
children, parent and other adult volunteers will be needed 
to serve during special events, in the nursery alongside 
nursery staff, and in classrooms as teachers. If you’d like 
to help support children’s formation in any of these ways, 
please contact the Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector 
(lgettys@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6329). Stay tuned for 
an announcement of the Interim Director of Children’s 
Formation.
 



2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth Formation), Charlie 
Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George 
Johnson (Stewardship), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational 
Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King
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Social Justice
Social Justice Meeting, Wednesday, May 19, 6-7 
p.m. Please join the GSL Social Justice Ministry for its 
monthly meeting on Wednesday, May 19, 6-7 p.m., as 
we explore our call as a beloved community and live into 
our baptismal covenant of “striving for justice and peace 
among all people.” By signing up (tinyurl.com/GSLSJ-
Meeting), you will receive all of the necessary meeting 
information including the Zoom link. If you have any 
questions, you can contact Nicki Soule, Jennie Van De-
veer, Paula Barnes, or the Rev. Laura F. Gettys via Realm 
Connect (gracestlukes.org/realm).
 

Outreach
 

Wishlist Wednesday. Dorothy Day House is committed 
to keeping families who are experiencing homelessness 
together. To maintain their houses, they need basic house-
hold necessities. They maintain a “wishlist” on Amazon to 
fill those needs. Just like any gift registry, all you need to 
do is access the site (amzn.to/2X3eYqq)  and fulfill their 
wishes! To learn more about Dorothy Day House, visit 
their website (dorothydaymemphis.org).
 

Mental Health First Aid Training. Mental health chal-
lenges are common in the US. Annually, one in five adult 
Americans will have a mental health issue. Servant Min-
istry Partner Church Health is hosting a virtual training 
session on Tuesday, June 15, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
There is no charge for this course, but you must reserve 
your space by June 1, by sending your name, email, phone 
number, and emergency contact information to Denise 
Hensley: hensleyd@churchhealth.org.
 

Shed That Shell! Turtles shed or “peel” their shells in 
order to grow. We have a great opportunity as we emerge 
and grow out of the pandemic to shed the protective shells 
we’ve been living in—to spread, or grow, the message of 
God’s love with our neighbors. Your Outreach Committee 
is in the preliminary planning phase of multiple events for 
this year. Options we’ve discussed include a book drive, 
food purchase and packing for distribution (from funds 
raised in February), and volunteering as a group for one 
or more of our Servant Ministry Partners. If this sounds 
like something you would like to do as you feel more com-
fortable getting out, consider signing up for the Outreach 
Team on Realm (gracestlukes.org/realm). If you would 
like to share more ideas and be involved in planning and 
coordination, please consider joining the Committee. 
Email outreach@gracestlukes.org for details.
 

Community Life
 

In These Uncertain Times: A Concert for the Hu-
man Family, sponsored by The Episcopal Church 
Saturday, May 22. Join pianist and musical director 
Kory Caudill and Baltimore-based hip-hop artist Word-
smith for a journey through the human experience – a 
musical commentary on this time of social unrest in the 
United States and a pandemic that has touched every 
corner of the world. COMPLETE INFO HERE. (tinyurl.
com/TECConcert)

Ordinations to the Diaconate / Saturday, May 29, 
10 a.m. Livestreamed. The ordinations of Jessica Abell 
and Debbie McCanless to the Sacred Order of Deacons 
are scheduled for May 29 at 10 a.m.  As with ordinations 
across the country, in-person attendance is by invitation 
only because of COVID precautions. However, the service 
will be livestreamed on the diocesan website (edwtn.org) 
and Facebook page (facebook.com/episwtn). Please join 
this service online to show your support for Jessica and 
Debbie as we celebrate our first ordinations in several 
years. – Peace, The Reverend Sharon Alexander, Canon 
to the Ordinary

The Messenger Magazine. The April-May issue is 
available for download by following this link (gracestlukes.
org/the-messenger). Included in this issue is The Pan-
demic One Year Later, GSL Valentine Food Drive a Lenten 
Work of Passion, Reimagining Church Town Hall, Holy 
Week & Eastertide, Pentecost with the Presiding Bishop, 
and much more. Stay tuned for the June (Summer) issue 
to be released soon!
 

Recreation and Wellness
Fall Sports Registration. The 2021 GSL Church 
JK–4th Grade Fall Sports Online Registration is May 1–
May 25 and can be accessed online at gracestlukes.org/
youthsoccerandfootball. Please remember to register 
promptly to reserve your child’s spot. Teams will fill up 
quickly. Thank you and looking forward to the fall season! 
– Christi Authement, Recreation and Wellness Director
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Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
 

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Patty McManus, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Betsy Tate, Nancy Wilkerson, 
Kristin King, Charles Chandler, Michael Wills, Jake Seymour, Alymarie “Dooney” Twele, Annelise Ware Simmons, Felix 
Dae Sanders, Deborah Lowe, Amanda Adams, Bill Russell, Tom Wyatt, Susan Williamson, Peggy Mulherin Williamson, 
Madeline Mathis, Carolyn Gardiner, Meg Kinard, Lynn Dunavant, Janelle Sellers, Carter Kaldon, Beth Perry, Bill Hanna, 
Charlotte Sanders, and Aphra Claverie.
 

Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Phil Johnson and those who have died from coronavirus.
 

We give thanks for the marriage of Ellen Wills and John Ball. 
 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Alex Boggs, Felix Campbell, Brian Chiozza, Caroline 
Ciaramitaro, Jean Cooper, Dan Eason, David French, Cam Gibbs, Garner Howell, Grady Hurdle, Mary Ann Jackson, 
Bill Pichette, Mrs. Ellie Rencher, Pete Rosato, William Shepherd, Andrew Sichting, Rachel Smith, Parker Wigginson, 
Trae Winston, and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, especially Dan Hope & Ginger Lehman, Sidney & Mary 
Selvidge, and Ja & Marsha Hayes.
 

Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Parish House 
Receptionist & Ministry Associate Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online Prayer 
Request Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be printed, 
will be listed for one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential between 
the clergy and the individual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the individual 
directly or a member of the clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers and 
reflected in the worship service leaflet.

Online Giving
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

Recurring
Set up recurring 2021 
pledge payments by 
scanning the QR code 
with your phone!
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Clergy and Staff. The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; 
Christi Authement, Recreation & Wellness Director; Abby Huber, Receptionist, Ministry Associate, & Assistant to the Rector; Ashley Kendrick, Facilities 
Assistant; Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator; Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie 
Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Linda Stine, Parish Administrator; Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth 
Formation. Clergy and staff contact information: www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett 
(Youth Formation), Charlie Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), 
Mike Davis (Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George Johnson 
(Stewardship), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational Development), Taylor Taylor 
(Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King

www.gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores

All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise (“WLP”) © Church Pension Fund. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730610. All rights reserved. 


