
the tenth sunday after pentecost
blessing of the backpacks

the holy eucharist: rite two
august 14, 2022 | 10 am

Welcome. This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church according 
to The Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Text in boldface type is read aloud or sung by 
the congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. Explore the richness of 
the BCP online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions for Individuals and Families. 
During this service, you may stand, kneel, or sit at the appointed times and practice 
personal pieties that might enhance your engagement in this experience. Thank for the 
gift of your presence for our worship of God.

Welcome to Worship: Thank you for making Grace-St. Luke's part of your spiritual journey and for joining us today for this service. If you 
are new among us, please complete an online Connect Card at gracestlukes.org/online-visitor-card. Our clergy-staff team would like to 
reach out to learn more about you and to explore how life at Grace-St. Luke's might bless your journey and you bless ours. For more about our 
thriving faith community including online formation (learning) offerings, please visit www.gracestlukes.org.

Celebrant: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell
Assisting: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys

All are asked to observe silence during the
Voluntary: “My faith looks up to thee" Mark C. Jones

Welcome and Announcements



The Word of God
All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 412, “Earth and all stars!” music: Earth and All Stars, David N. Johnson (1922-1987)
 words: Herbert F. Brokering (1926-2009)

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Said by all 
The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Song of Praise  music: Hymn 376, Hymn to Joy, Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827); 
 adapt. Edward Hodges (1796-1867), alt.
 words: Henry Van Dyke (1852-1933)

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: Give us grace 
to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

All are seated for the lessons. 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah 23:23-29
Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them? says the 
Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the Lord. I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, 
saying, "I have dreamed, I have dreamed!" How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back-- those who prophesy 
lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they 
tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the 
one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the Lord. Is not my word like 
fire, says the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?
Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. Silence
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All sing. 
Psalm 82 Simplified Anglican chant: S-415: melody, Jerome Meachen

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews  11:29-12:2
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were 
drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did 
not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. And what more should I say? For 
time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets-- who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the 
edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their 
dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others suf-
fered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were 
killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented-- of whom the world was 
not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. Yet all these, though they were 
commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had provided something better so that they would 
not, apart from us, be made perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus 
the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its 
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. Silence

All stand.
The Sequence: Hymn 661, “The cast their nets in Galilee”  music: William Alexander Percy (1885-1942), alt. 
   words: Georgetown, David McKinley Williams (1887-1978)
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1  God takes his stand in the council of / heaven; *
  he gives judgment in the midst of the / gods:
2  "How long will you judge un-/justly, *
  and show favor to the / wicked?
3  Save the weak and the / orphan; *
  defend the humble and / needy;
4  Rescue the weak and the / poor; *
  deliver them from the power of the / wicked.

5  They do not know, neither do they understand; 
 they go about in / darkness; *
  all the foundations of the earth are / shaken.
6  Now I say to you, 'You are / gods, *
  and all of you children of the Most / High;
7  Nevertheless, you shall die like / mortals, *
  and fall like any / prince.'"
8  Arise, O God, and rule the / earth, *
  for you shall take all nations for your / own.



The Holy Gospel  
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  12:49-56
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, "I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have a baptism with which to be bap-
tized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell 
you, but rather division! From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three; they will 
be divided: father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law 
against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law." He also said to the crowds, "When you see a cloud 
rising in the west, you immediately say, `It is going to rain'; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, 
you say, `There will be scorching heat'; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth 
and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?"
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily: The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.

The Priest invites the People to stand or kneel for the 
The Prayers of the People, Form III
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one. 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
Remembering especially those reflected on the Prayer List as named in the service leaflet and those we now name either 
silently or aloud [N.N.]. Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
From our "A Year of Prayer to End Racism" resource, in August we pray for appreciation of diverse cultural contributions: 
O God of all nations and peoples: We live in a nation of immigrants, and one in which the diverse gifts of many peoples have 
contributed to our energy and strength. Yet it is one in which some immigrants are discriminated against because of the color 
of their skin, their language, or the country of their origin. Help us, by your grace, to offer hospitality to all strangers, as our 
Father Abraham did in the desert. Grant us the wisdom and skill to enact just and merciful immigration reforms so that the 
hospitality and access to this great land may be offered equally to people of all colors and races and nations. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Remembering those who have died, especially Rebecca "Becky" Brown Robinson and Shannon Heun Bettis and for those we 
now name either silently or aloud [N.N.]. 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
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Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, including thanksgivings for the birth of Virginia Wright Prascher, daughter 
of Ann and Will Prascher.
The People add their own petitions either silently or aloud 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. Amen.
The Priest says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you. 

Blessing of the Backpacks and Back-to-School Liturgy
The Celebrant invites all persons returning to school to come forth with or without their backpacks and says the following adapted from the 
2022 Illustrated Ministries resource on behalf of them.

God of fresh starts and new beginnings, we bring ourselves, our big feelings, and our backpacks to you. In our backpacks, we 
carry blank pages, sharpened pencils, and pointy crayons, and in our hearts, we carry big feelings, unanswered questions, 
and hopeful expectations. There are endless possibilities of what this new year might bring — of what we might learn, who 
we might meet, and who we might become. Amen.

God, our friend who is always with us, be with us through it all. Be with us as we ride or walk to school, and as we buckle 
seat belts, zip-up jackets, and tie shoes. However, we get there, and whatever we wear, bless our journeys into something 
new. For grown-ups going back to school, be with them too. Thank you for all teachers, helpers, caregivers, and leaders, and 
for all they do to help us learn and grow. You are full of wonder, so fill their hearts and bless their hands. May your brilliant 
love guide them. Amen.

God of Wisdom, we give you thanks for teachers and students who gather in classrooms and homes; for new beginnings, 
books, screens, ideas, and activities; and for courage and dedication to learn and grow. We thank you for the gift of making 
mistakes and trying again. Help us to remember that asking right questions is often as important as giving right answers, 
recalling that Jesus Christ, as a youth in the temple, showed his longing to learn, and as an adult taught the Way of Love by 
story and example. Bless your beloved everywhere with confidence, curiosity, grit, empathy, and peace. Amen.

May your Church and these backpacks, blessed by you and through our prayers on this Sabbath day, be signs that they have 
everything they need to learn, grow, and journey in Weekday and Sunday School. In the name of God: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Amen.

The Holy Communion
The Offertory
After an offertory sentence, God's Table is set with gifts of bread, wine, and water, the Celebrant washes and sanitizes her/his hands, and music is 
offered. Gifts of money are collected by ushers into offering plates to support the life and ministry of Grace-St. Luke's Church. To offer a financial 
gift with your smart phone, QR codes are in this service leaflet. You also may text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch 
PLEDGE to 73256 to give to your PLEDGE; mail offerings to the church office; or place your gifts in an offering plate located near the doors. 
Before the Great Thanksgiving, offering plates are brought forth and placed on the Altar. | Our Every Member Canvass 2022 campaign seeks 
100% pledge participation by all members, newcomers, and any friends. Visit gracestlukes.org/pledge or complete a paper form available in 
the public spaces. For more about worship, formation, ways to connect, serve, and more, visit gracestlukes.org.

The Anthem, “God be in my head”  music: Philip Wilby (b. 1949) 
 words: from the Sarum Primer (1514)

God be in my head, and in my understanding; 
God be in my eyes and in my looking;
God be in my mouth; and in my speaking;
God be in my heart, and in my thinking,
God be at mine end, and at my departing. 



All stand. 
The Presentation: Hymn 253, “Give us the wings of faith to rise”  music: San Rocco, Derek Williams (b. 1945)
 words: Isaac Watts (1974-1748), alt.

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth: For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in 
all the world. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus music:S-130, from Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937)
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The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject 
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die 
as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the 
joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Fraction Anthem  music: S-154, David Hurd (b. 1950)

The Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Sacrament, the ministers of communion proceed to stations in the nave and/or at the sanctuary rail. As directed, the 
congregation is invited to come forward and receive communion or ask for a blessing signaled by the crossing of arms across the chest. Gluten-
free Bread is available upon your request to the minister. The communicant responds “Amen” after receiving the Bread and the Wine. For those 
desiring to receive the Sacrament, it is essential to use hand sanitizer provided before offering your open palm to receive the wafer. The wine may 
be taken by drinking or intincting (dipping). Regarding The Chalice: All may but none must drink from the chalice. The antimicrobial properties 
of silver, air exposure time from wiping and turning the chalice after each communicant, and higher alcohol content of fortified wine suggests 
that drinking from the chalice is more hygienic and lower risk for transmission of germs. Scientists report that intincting is less hygienic than 
sipping from the chalice. However you choose to receive, be assured that Christ is fully present. 
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Music during Communion 
All sing.
Hymn 635, “If thou but trust in God to guide thee”  Wer nur den lieben Gott
Hymn 691, “My faith looks up to thee”  Olivet

When a Eucharistic Visitor is to be sent out on a visit, the following is said.
Sending Out of Eucharistic Visitors 
The assigned Eucharistic Visitors come forward to receive a Communion Kit and to be commissioned with the following words, before 
departing immediately to our homebound members.

Celebrant [N.N.], in the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that [N.N.] may 
 share with us in the Communion of Christ's Body and Blood. 
People We who are many are one Body because we all share one bread, one cup. 

During communion, Spiritual Communion Prayers are offered by those worshipping via livestream.
Spiritual Communion Prayers
These rich words are recited daily throughout the church catholic (universal) by individuals and communities unable to gather for public 
worship for whatever reason, while also longing for the occasion to participate in the Episcopal Church's central practice of receiving the 
Holy Sacrament.

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed 
Body and Blood are offered this day, remembering Grace-St. Luke's Church and those worshiping 
and receiving communion at this time, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the 
blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means 
of grace and the hope of glory, and particularly for the blessings given me. I believe that you are truly 
present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come 
into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let 
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious 
kingdom and unending peace. Amen.
Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and guide me 
in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in the power of your 
gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, 
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Celebrant then says Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body 
and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do 
the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to 
you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing The Celebrant blesses the people.

All sing. 
The Procession: Hymn 490, “I want to walk as a child of the light”  
   music & words: Houston, Kathleen Thomerson (b. 1934)
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The Dismissal

The people are dismissed with these words
Minister Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Voluntary: “Fanfare”   Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens

All are invited to Trezevant Hall for fellowship, BLTs, and refreshments.

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and unknown, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Celebrant
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Preacher

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Assisting
Sandra Ireland, Verger
Holden Taylor, Crucifer

Bruce Williams, Rudy Williams, Taylor Taylor, Lectors
Paula Barnes, Sara Kate Burnett, Eucharistic Minister

Bill Abernathy, Kim Norris, Joey Sichting, Cameron Taylor, Welcome Hosts and Ushers
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist 

The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir
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Continuing The Apostles’ Teaching and Fellowship. In 
the Baptismal Covenant, the community gathered is asked, “Will 
you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of the bread, and in the prayers?” All respond heartily, 
“I will, with God’s help.” Pondering where we are at this stage 
in the COVID-19 pandemic and the blessing that we finally can 
be together again in person, we are called to be like the apostles. 
The faithful avowed to keep on in the footsteps of our spiritual 
ancestors who, like we, were always in need of guidance, support, 
healing, and sustenance for whatever life brings. GSL continues 
a Sunday summer schedule from August 14 through September 4 
to meet our apostle-following needs: 8:45 Breakfast, 10:00 Holy 
Eucharist, 11:00 Refreshments, and 5:00 Holy Eucharist. And 
September 11 we will introduce an expanded weekly schedule 
to further engage our sacred life at the corner of Peabody and 
Belvedere. The Church gathering weekly both to worship and 
praise God and celebrate the gift of being alive together will 
make us stronger. I thank God for our shared ministry including 
treasured gifts of time, talent, and money, and look forward to 
being transformed with you as we journey. Godspeed, Ollie+ | 
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

This Week and Next
Today, August 14, Blessing of the Backpacks at the 10 
a.m. Holy Eucharist followed by BLTs in Trezevant Hall. 
Every owner of a backpack is invited to bring it to the 10 a.m. 
liturgy, where the clergy will offer a special blessing on each one 
for a prosperous school year and provide bag tags. All are invited 
to Trezevant Hall for fellowship including bacon-lettuce-tomato 
sandwiches and refreshments. Spread the word about this fun 
annual event and opportunity for community-building!

Contemplative Eucharist with Music, Sundays at 5 p.m. 
Please join us Sundays at 5 p.m. for a great summer service with 
clergy and guest musicians! 
Aug. 14: John Gaskill, guitar, and John McClure, bass | Aug. 21: 
Benjamin Minden-Birkenmaier, guitar | Aug. 28: Stephen Lee, 
jazz piano | Sept. 4: Jeanne Simmons, flute

Acolyte Training and Refresher Sessions: August 15 
& August 17. In preparation for September and Fall 2022 
scheduling, Acolyte Warden Grant Adams and Father Ollie 
Rencher will offer additional trainings and refreshers for 
prospective and returning acolytes, fourth grade and older, from 
5 to 6 p.m. on Monday, August 15, and Wednesday, August 17. The 
ministry of Acolyte is a great way for children, youth, and adults 
to learn even more about God, Christianity, the Holy Eucharist, 
and behind-the-scenes at GSL, while serving around God's Holy 
Table. Advanced sign-up requested. Please click here (tinyurl.
com/AugustAcolyteTraining). For more information, contact 
Grant Adams via Realm (tinyurl.com/RealmGrantAdams)  or 
Father Ollie Rencher (orencher@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-
6320).

Updates from General Convention (July 8-11) and 
Lambeth Conference (July 26-August 8). This summer, 
our Anglican-Episcopal tradition has been busy and engaged 
in the business of God's Church. Learn more and check out 
highlights from Lambeth Conference (lambethconference.
org) in Canterbury, UK, General Convention of The Episcopal 
Church (generalconvention.org/about-gc80) in Baltimore, and 
Episcopal News Service Top Stories (episcopalnewsservice.org/
category/latest-news). If you have questions or reflections about 
what you read, contact a member of the clergy (gracestlukes.org/
welcome/clergy-and-staff).

Public Theology, August 18: Learning to Love and Find 
Peace in Complicated Lives with Father Ollie Rencher. 
Loving others and finding peace are challenging desires for most 
people, and both Christian and non-Christian teachings include 
wisdom for our journeys. Join Ollie+ and others at Celtic Crossing 
on August 18 at 5 p.m. for an informal conversation based on 
How to Love and Being Peace by Buddhist monk Thich Nhat 
Hanh. Bring a guest to this last monthly summertime offering. 
For more details, visit gracestlukes.org/public-theology.

GSL School To Celebrate 75th Anniversary Event 
Saturday, August 20 (Lemaster Street Closed From 5 
am to Midnight August 20). As part of our upcoming 75th 
Anniversary celebration, the school will be issued a city permit to 
close Lemaster St. between Peabody Ave. and Linden Ave. from 
5 a.m until midnight on Aug. 20 to allow event set-up outside the 
Anchor Center at 250 Lemaster. We appreciate your patience as 
we recognize this milestone event and apologize in advance for 
any disruption to schedules that this event may cause. We hope 
to serve as an anchor for families in this parish and in Central 
Gardens for many years to come! The Saints community past 
and present is invited to attend this event. That includes former 
and current parents and faculty and all GSL alumni 21 and over, 
among other constituencies. For more information, please email 
learnmore@gslschool.org.

Looking Ahead
• Saturday, August 20, GSL School's 75th Anniversary 

Celebration (gslschool.org/history)
• Sunday, August 21, Conversation with New Head of School Dr. 

Andy Surber (#AdultFormation)
• Sunday, August 28, Episcopal School Sunday (gracestlukes.

org/sunday-morning)
• Sunday, September 11, Fall Parish Life Festival including 

Worship, Breakfast, Lunch & Ministry Information 
(gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning)

• Sunday, September 18, Launch of Formation Classes and 
Weekly Offerings for Adults, Youth, and Children (gracestlukes.
org/sunday-morning) features a presentation at 9:15 a.m., 
Caring for the Caregiver: Cultivating Resilience in a Season 
of Change with the Rev. Dr. Bill Harkins, and the first monthly 
Choral Evensong of the September-May season at 5:15 p.m. 
Watch for the Life at GSL Program Guide: Fall 2022 - Early 
Winter 2023.

Next eNews & Leaflet Deadline
• Monday, August 15, 10 a.m. for August 18 eNews & August 

21 leaflet
• Please email your submissions to Communications Associate 

Lucy Owens at lowens@gracestlukes.org.

Memphis Boy Choir and Girl Choir 
Open Auditions for 3rd grade and older: 

Girls until 12th grade & Boys until voice change

To audition, contact Dr. Patrick Scott, 
Director of Music and Organist, 

pscott@gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6323

Auditions are August 15, 17, 22, and 24 from 4-5 p.m. 

For more information, visit 
gracestlukes.org/memphisboyandgirlchoir



14

Worship and Music
SUNDAY
8:45 a.m. Community Breakfast.
9:15 a.m. Coffee & Conversation.
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist with choir and organ, in person 
and online. Access livestream services via GSL Watch Live 
(gracestlukes.org/live). Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell
11 a.m. Fellowship & Refreshments. 
5 p.m. Contemplative Eucharist with Music for Reflection, in 
person. Musicians: John Gaskill, guitar, and John McClure, bass; 
Presider: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher
WEDNESDAY 
8 until 8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers), via Facebook Live 
(facebook.com/gracestlukes).

Recreation and Wellness
The Enneagram is coming to Grace-St. Luke’s Church 
Saturday, October 28, from 5:30-9 p.m. and Saturday, 
October 29, from 1-6 p.m.
• Do you want a deeper awareness of yourself, learn what makes 

you tick and discover your unique place in life, work and 
relationships?

• Do you want to reverse the behaviors that keep you from 
experiencing a deeper sense of purpose?

• Do you want to strengthen your marriage and family, become a 
better spouse, parent and enrich your relationships?

• Do you have a hard time relating to people who aren’t like you?
• Do you want to make your team, group or organization more 

effective?
If the answer to these questions is YES, then you are the perfect 
candidate for the Enneagram. What is the Enneagram? The 
Enneagram is a framework that has been around for thousands 
of years that offers in-depth insight to individuals, groups and 
collectives. It creates self-awareness and uncovers positive, and 
self-defeating, patterns of behaviors that drive and motivate 
us. It helps to reverse unhealthy patterns of behavior and 
accelerates lasting transformation in life, work and relationships. 
For more information click here (gracestlukes.org/events/
event/enneagram-seminar) or contact Christi Authement at 
cauthement@gracestlukes.org.

Join a Cooking Party Team! Wellness is moving to the 
kitchen, and we want you to join in the fun! Join a fun Cooking 
Party team through the Food Pantry Ministry and help us make 
fabulous healthy meals for our neighbors at Church Health 
Center. For more information and details on signing up, please 
contact Jerry or Amy Hudson (tinyurl.com/RealmJerryHudson), 
Food Pantry Coordinators. Follow this link for more information. 
(gracestlukes.org/wellness)

Fall Wellness & Fitness at GSL. Fall is fast approaching, 
and this means it will soon be time to resume our Thursday 5:30 
p.m. Yoga Class and Monday noon Mindfulness Quiet Space. Our 
Wellness Committee would LOVE to get your feedback about 
some Wellness and Fitness Programming you’d like for us to 
offer. Please email Director of Recreation and Wellness Christi 
Authement with your feedback cauthement@gracestlukes.org). 
Please list the activity, program and/or service you’d like to see 
offered, and the day and time you’d like to have it. Please list any 
other important details as needed. The more information we can 
gather, the better.

Christian Formation
Adults. (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation)
August 21, Conversation with New Head of School Dr. Andy 
Surber, 9:15 to 9:45 a.m. In the life of our pre-kindergarten to 
8th grade parish school, July 1 marked a new ministry for Dr. 
Andy Surber following the 11-year ministry of Mr. Thor Kvande. 
Dr. Surber comes to Grace-St. Luke’s School from Laguna Blanca 
School in Santa Barbara, California (2013-2022, Assistant Head 
of School and Head of Lower School) and served before at GSL 
School (2009-2013, Head of Lower School). Holding successful 
experience and degrees in organizational change, leadership, 
and child development, Dr. Surber brings expertise, enthusiasm, 
and a pledge to excellence to GSL School as it marks its 75th 
anniversary beginning with a celebration event on Saturday, 
August 20, at the Anchor Center. Father Ollie Rencher, Rector, 
who served on the Head of School Search Committee, will 
interview Dr. Surber for attendees to learn about an exciting new 
season. Come and welcome Dr. Surber to GSL! Exploregslschool.
org.

Youth. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
Happening #69 (for 10th-12th grade youth) will be September 
16-18 at St. John’s Episcopal Church. Happening is a Christian 
experience for youth, by youth. Through large and small groups, 
fellowship, music, and worship, participants explore what it 
means to be part of the body of Christ. Contact happeningwtn@
gmail.com for more information.
For more information and to be added to the Youth 
Formation email list, please contact Director of Youth Formation 
Amzie Williams at awilliams@gracestlukes.org.

Children. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
Children’s Chapel meets during the 10 a.m. service during 
the summer. We return to the service at the Peace in time for 
Communion!
The Nursery will be open from 8:30-11:15 a.m. every Sunday 
this summer. We have wonderful Nursery Staff who love to care 
for our youngest church members!
For more information and to be added to the Children’s 
Formation email list, please contact Associate Rector Jesse Abell 
at jesse.abell@gracestlukes.org. 

Community Life
Baptisms at GSL. The sacrament of Holy Baptism will be 
administered during public worship at Grace-St. Luke’s during 
2022 on the following dates: September 18 and All Saints’ 
Sunday (November 6). For more information and to schedule 
a baptism, contact Membership and Stewardship Associate 
Chapman Morrow (901-252-6328, cmorrow@gracestlukes.org).

Altar Flowers Made Possible By Parishioner Donations. 
Sunday altar flowers are made possible by donations from 
parishioners who give them in memory or honor of loved ones. 
To share in this meaningful way of both enhancing our worship 
space and ensuring that flowers always will be present, contact 
Communications Associate Lucy Owens (lowens@gracestlukes.
org, 901-252-6333) to make your donation for a significant 
occasion or any Sunday. Flowers are $215 per Sunday, which one 
or more persons may share in giving. Eucharistic supplies (wafers, 
wine, candle oil) also may be donated for $25 per week.

The Summer Messenger. To download the summer (June, 
July, August) edition of The Messenger, click here (gracestlukes.
org/the-messenger) or pick up a copy at the information center 
in the church hallway. The fall issue will be available soon!
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Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
• Altar Flowers & Eucharistic Supplies: gracestlukes.org/news/altar-flowers-eucharistic-supplies-during-worship
• GSL Men’s Weekly Fellowship: gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-church/fellowship-groups/mens-fellowship

One Time Gift
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

2022 Pledge
Make a 2022 pledge 
payment by scanning 
the QR code below with 
your smart phone!

Sunday Community Breakfast, 8:45-9:30 a.m. One of the 
longest standing traditions at GSL is a delicious home-cooked 
breakfast on Sunday mornings by the GSL Crossmen. The 
breakfast menu varies slightly depending on the team cooking, 
but there are always scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, grits, 
pancakes, biscuits, and gravy. On occasion you will find baked 
apples, hash browns, tater tots or some other yummy surprise. 
All are accompanied by milk, orange juice, and the Episcopal 
morning liturgy of coffee. Breakfast is only $5 per person, so 
bring some cash or your checkbook and we’ll see you this Sunday! 
Proceeds go to support youth programs at the church.

Action After Mass Shootings. Following the May 25 
Pastoral Message from the Reverend Ollie V. Rencher, Rector 
(mailchi.mp/gracestlukes/a-pastoral-message-from-the-rector), 
regarding recent mass shootings and our call to both pray and 
act, follow this link for important information (gracestlukes.org/
news/posts/recent-mass-shootings-ways-you-can-act).

The Summer Messenger. To download the summer (June, 
July, August) edition of The Messenger, click here (gracestlukes.
org/the-messenger) or pick up a copy at the information center 
in the church hallway. The fall issue will be available soon!

From the Diocese
Diocese of West Tennessee T-shirts on Sale! Show your 
spirit for the land between the rivers! Shirts are Gildan 100% 
cotton and only $12 each plus shipping. They will also be available 
for pick-up at Church of the Holy Communion in Memphis. 
Deadline to order is Monday, August 15. Extra shirts will not be 
available, so preordering is required. Click here to order! (tinyurl.
com/EDWTNshirt)

Special Friends Fellowship Club Volunteers Needed. 
Special Friends Fellowship Club will begin its sixth year of 
operation as a ministry of the Diocese of West Tennessee in 
September, and from the beginning, Grace-St. Luke’s has been 
an active part of this ministry. Volunteers from our parish are 
needed to provide a meal and programming two or three times 
a year for Special Friends, which meets at All Saints' Episcopal 

Church on the second and fourth Sunday afternoons during the 
school year. It’s a wonderful opportunity for teens or adults to 
help prepare and serve a simple meal and participate in activities 
like Bingo and crafts, or perhaps help put on a Christmas party 
or Easter Egg Hunt for adults with disabilities. Team leaders 
are also needed. For more information, contact Janie Morris, 
GSL parishioner and coordinator of Special Friends, via Realm 
Connect (tinyurl.com/RealmJanieMorris) or through the church 
office (901-272-7425). Our volunteers LOVE these opportunities. 

Diocesan Intergenerational Fun Day | Saturday, 
September 10 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at St. Columba 
Episcopal Camp & Retreat Center. You are invited to a day 
full of fun, food, and fellowship at St. Columba with your diocesan 
family! This all-ages event for the people of the Episcopal 
Diocese of West Tennessee will have something for everyone—
everything from small group walks through the lush grounds 
of St. Columba, to high-adventure zipline, ropes course, or 
waterfront activities. The cost of this event is $10/person for ages 
6 and up; children under age 6 are free. Family cost maximum is 
$40. Registration is required. To register, visit edwtn.org/event/
intergenerationalfunday.

Join the EDWTN Community Outreach Team! Would you 
like to represent the EDWTN at local events such as community 
festivals and public outreach events? Join the newly-forming 
EDWTN community outreach volunteer corps! Upcoming 
Memphis area events where the Diocese will have a presence 
include Taste of Memphis at the Liberty Bowl on September 1 
and the Memphis Public Library's LGBT+ Pride Day event on 
September 3 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. If you would like to volunteer 
your time to share about our local Episcopal faith communities 
and ministries at either of these events, or if you would like us 
to add your name to the call list for other events, please contact 
Emily Austin at eaustin@episwtn.org. Community Outreach 
volunteers will be supported onsite by EDWTN staff. We're 
always on the hunt for other community events where we can 
share about our Episcopal faith and community with potential 
friends, so please let Emily Austin know if you have a lead!



All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-730610). Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., and music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise (“WLP”) © Church Pension Fund. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730610. All rights reserved. 

Summer Schedule through September 4
One Morning & One Evening Service on Sundays 

SUNDAYS
8:45-9:30 a.m. Sunday Community Breakfast
9:15-9:45 a.m. Coffee, Conversation, & Occasional Formation Programs
10 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, In person and Livestream
11 a.m.  Fellowship & Refreshments.
5 p.m.  Contemplative Holy Eucharist featuring Guest Musicians
WEDNESDAYS
8-8:15 p.m. Compline, Facebook Live
THURSDAYS
Public Theology
1st & 3rd Thursdays: June, July, August

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Nancy Wilkerson, Carter Kaldon, Babiedoll Thomas, 
Ted Kays, Betsy Tate, Elizabeth Brewer, Bill Hanna, Judy Tucker, Lee Anne, David Abell, Lyla McAlexander, Brian Davies, 
Donald McLemore, Caroline Gardiner, Jane Williams, the Templeton family, Gil Humphrey, Cindy Lott, Sally Quinn Phenow, 
Gala Hudson, Ann Lawyer, Nichole Herr, Elizabeth Duncan, and Bill Olson.

Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Rebecca "Becky" Brown Robinson and Shannon Heun Bettis.

We give thanks for the birth of Virginia Wright Prascher, daughter of Ann and Will Prascher. 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Drew Baddour, Lucy Bartkiewicz, Amelia Barton, McClain 
Bloodworth, Lucy Cothern, Ann Eason, Brock Eason, Nancy Edwards, Lauren Ferrera, Pat Gray, Amy Hudson, Porter Johnson, 
Jim McCall, Johnny Norris, Dan Oppenheimer, Hoke Robinson, Ellen Rolfes, Sam Shipley, Greer Simonton, Lynn Strickland, 
Mary Tanner, Jon Van Doren, Bennett Vaughan, Emmy Walton, Cindy Ward, and Jim Williamson, and for those celebrating 
wedding anniversaries, especially Lara & Alex Scott and Darrin Davidson & Mary Ann Jackson.

Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Congregational Life 
Associate & Assistant to the Rector Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online Prayer 
Request Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be printed, will 
be listed for one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential between the clergy 
and the individual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the individual directly or a 
member of the clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers and reflected in the wor-
ship service leaflet.

Clergy and Staff. The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop; The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; 
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector, The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon; Christi Authement, 
Recreation & Wellness Director; John H. Barnum, Director of Finance & Operations; Anthony Calzia, Director of Children and Family Ministries, 
Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector; Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, 
Communications Associate; Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Darling “D” Thomas, 
Lead Facilities Assistant; Gabrielle White, Nursery Staff; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries. 
Clergy and staff contact information: gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2022: Ben Cowan, Mike Davis, Sandra Ireland, Jonathan Large, Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 
2023: George Johnson, Andy Nix (Senior Warden), Johnny Norris, Paula Sappington (Clerk), Taylor Taylor; 
2024: Bill Abernathy, Karen Clark, Beth Perkins, Hallie Peyton, Rudy Williams; Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King.

gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores


