
the sixteenth sunday after pentecost
celebration sunday

the holy eucharist: rite two
september 12, 2021 10:30 am

This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church. Text in boldface type is read 
aloud or sung by the congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. Explore the 
richness of the BCP online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions for Individuals and 
Families. During this service, please feel free to stand, sit, or even kneel at the appointed times 
and practice any personal pieties that might enhance your engagement in this experience. 

Welcome to Worship: Thank you for making Grace-St. Luke’s part of your spiritual journey and for joining us today for this service. If you 
are new among us, please complete an online Connect Card at gracestlukes.org/online-visitor-card. Our clergy-staff team would like to 
reach out to learn more about you and to explore how life at Grace-St. Luke’s might bless your journey and you bless ours. For more about our 
thriving faith community including online formation (learning) offerings, please visit www.gracestlukes.org.

Celebrant: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys Preacher: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher 
Assisting: The Rev. Anne S. Carriere Assisting: The Rev. Jessica T. Abell
All are asked to observe silence during the
Voluntary: “Fanfare”   John Cook

Welcome and Announcements



The Word of God
All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 410, “Praise my soul, the King of heaven” 
    music: Lauda anima, John Goss (1800-1880), desc. Craig Sellar Lang, (1891-1971)
    words: Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847) 

Officiant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Benedictus es, Domine music: S 236, John Rutter (b. 1945)
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The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things 
direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.
All are seated for the lessons
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 50:4-9a
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morn-
ing by morning he wakens-- wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, 
and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those 
who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have 
not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who 
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them 
confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.   

Psalm 116:1-8 sung by the choir Anglican chant: C.H. Lloyd

1  I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *
  because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.
2  The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; *
  I came to grief and sorrow.
3  Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: *
  “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.”
4  Gracious is the Lord and righteous; *
  our God is full of compassion.
5  The Lord watches over the innocent; *
  I was brought very low, and he helped me.
6  Turn again to your rest, O my soul, *
  for the Lord has treated you well.
7  For you have rescued my life from death, *
  my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.
8  I will walk in the presence of the Lord *
  in the land of the living.

A Reading from the Letter of James 3:1-12

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be judged 
with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, 
able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, 
we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet 
they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, 
yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue 
is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and 
is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has 
been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With 
it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same 
mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from 
the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grape-
vine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.   
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The Sequence: Hymn 675, “taKe uP your cross, the savior said” 
    music: Bourbon, melody att. Freeman Lewis (1780-1859) 
    words: Charles William Everest (1814-1877), alt. 

All stand for the Gospel. 
The Gospel

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  8:27-38
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of 
the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And 
he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turn-
ing and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind 
not on divine things but on human things.” He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want 
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of 
Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher
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The Priest invites the People to stand for the Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please remain standing or kneel for the Prayers of the People. 
The Prayers of the People, Form VI

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. Silence
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For [N. our Presiding Bishop, and N. (N.) our Bishop(s); and for] all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. Silence
The People may add their own petitions.
Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings.
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. Silence
The People may add their own petitions.
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. Silence may be kept.

Leader and People
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve 
you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.



All stand for 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.
The Celebrant and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Commissioning of Parish Lay Ministry Leaders, Teams, and Circles
The Celebrant invites those serving through and devoting deeper engagement time and leadership to liturgy and music; pastoral care; formation 
for adults, youth, and children; Sacred Ground; outreach and social justice; congregational development; buildings and grounds; and all other 
ministries that support God’s thriving ministry at Grace-St. Luke’s Church – to stand.

The Offertory 
The Celebrant first offers instructions about the ministration of communion. Then the Celebrant and Assisting Priest wash their hands with soapy 
warm water and sanitize them. During the setting of the Holy Table, financial offerings may be made to support life at Grace-St. Luke’s: visit 
gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving; text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch PLEDGE to 73256 to give to your PLEDGE; 
or you may mail offerings to the church office. You may also place your gifts in the offering plate located at the Baptismal Font before or after 
the service. Our 2021 stewardship campaign, Resilience and Connection by Giving, is seeking 100% participation from all parishioners: visit 
gracestlukes.org/pledge. For information about worship, formation for all ages, ways to connect, serve and more, visit www.gracestlukes.org.

The Anthem: “o love, how deeP, how broad, how high”  music: Everett Titcomb (1884-1968)
  words: Latin 15th century, tr. Benjamin Webb (1819-1885)

O love, how deep, how broad, how high, how passing thought and fantasy,
that God, the Son of God, should take our mortal form for mortals’ sake.

For us he prayed; for us he taught; for us his daily works he wrought:
by words and signs and actions, thus still seeking not himself, but us.

All glory to our Lord and God for love so deep, so high, so broad;
the Trinity whom we adore for ever and for evermore. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By 
his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died 
for us and rose again. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus and Benedictus music: William Bradley Roberts (b. 1947), from Mass for St. Philip’s

The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory.

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body 
of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Luke, and all your saints, 
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn 
of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
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The Lord’s Prayer   
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

The Fraction Anthem music: Wonder, Love, & Praise 877, Mark Sedio (b. 1954)

 Choir sings the refrain, then repeated by all

 Choir: The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ.
 All repeat the Refrain

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The People are seated or may kneel to prepare to receive communion. 
The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Bread, the ministers of communion proceed to a standing station. As directed, the congregation is invited to come forward 
and receive the Bread or ask for a blessing signaled by the crossing of arms across the chest. Gluten-free Bread is available upon your request 
to the minister. The Bread is given to communicants with these words The Body of Christ, the Bread of heaven. Amen.

Communion Hymn 306: “come, risen lord, and deign to be our guest”  
  music: Sursum Corda, Alfred Morton Smith (1879-1971)
  words: George Wallace Briggs (1875-1959), alt.
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During communion, Spiritual Communion Prayers are offered by those worshipping via livestream.
Spiritual Communion Prayers
These rich words are recited daily throughout the church catholic (universal) by individuals and communities unable to gather for public 
worship for whatever reason, while also longing for the occasion to participate in the Episcopal Church’s central practice of receiving the 
Holy Sacrament.

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your 
blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, remembering Grace-St. Luke’s Church and those 
worshiping and receiving communion at this time, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for 
creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and 
resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory, and particularly for the blessings 
given me. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at 
this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and 
embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let 
me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending 
peace. Amen.

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and 
guide me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in 
the power of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the 
growth of your kingdom, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, 
in glory everlasting. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

After Communion, the Celebrant says Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing

All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 525, “the church’s one foundation” music: Aurelia, Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876)
     words: Samuel John Stone (1839-1900)
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The Dismissal
Minister Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God.

Voluntary: “toccata” from Symphony No. 5  Charles Marie-Widor

Exiting The Pews. During the Voluntary, the congregation may be seated or depart in a distanced manner via the narthex or northwest doors. 
The Clergy will be stationed in the narthex and outside to exchange greetings.

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and known, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Celebrant
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Preacher
The Rev. Anne S. Carriere, Assisting
The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Assisting

Bauer Patton, Crucifer
Sandra Ireland, Lector 

Bill Abernathy, Karen Clark, Andy Nix, & Kurt Patton, Welcome Hosts and Ushers
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist 

Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster
The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir

11



Celebrating Abundant Life at Grace-St. Luke’s. 
Sunday, September 12, will mark a significant day in par-
ish life, and I hope as many who are able will participate 
according to event details below. “Celebration Sunday” is 
the annual occasion for the GSL community of members, 
non-members, and visitors to rally around what makes 
us thrive, to explore with fellow parishioners a myriad of 
internal and external (community engagement) ministries 
including how to become involved, and to launch a full 
spread of Sunday and weekday formation, program, ser-
vice, and music offerings for adults, youth, and children. At 
this stage of our journey through the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the clergy-staff team, vestry commissioners, and a host of 
dedicated ministry leaders remain faithful to encourag-
ing the discipleship and engagement of each household 
through creativity and mindfulness of smart ways to 
gather. It is a privilege to share in God’s ministry with you 
especially as we celebrate God’s abundance in life at our 
beloved GSL. Many thanks for doing your part in keeping 
us healthy and strong. – The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

Take Note

Celebration Sunday and Rally Day, September 12 
following the 10:30 Service. Join the fun and recon-
nect in person with the parish community as we begin a full 
schedule of programming that includes new opportunities 
and something for everyone. Hosted by Congregational 
Development ministry leaders Julia McDonald and Hallie 
Peyton and a dedicated team, ministry tables will be set 
up and staffed by leaders and team members between 
Trezevant Hall and McClure Hall with information and 
signup sheets. BLT sandwiches and refreshments provided 
by the Fellowship committee will be available outdoors. 

GSL Thrives, Thanks To You: A Gratitude Message 
from the Wardens and the Rector. Scripture and 
worshipping communities remind us that “the Church” 
is as strong as its members. “I hereby command you: Be 
strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, 
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 
1:9) On behalf of the Vestry and Treasurer, we wish to ex-
press gratitude for all that you are and offer to support life 
at GSL. Read the September 8 message from Charlie Pazar, 
Anna Robbins, and Father Ollie Rencher: gracestlukes.org/
news/gsl-thrives. 

REGISTER TODAY for Behold What You Are: 
Becoming the Body of Christ Book Study. Classes 
facilitated by Father Ollie Rencher are September 15, 22, 
29, and October 6, 6 to 7:15 p.m., locations at GSL: to be 
announced. Behold What You Are (Lisa G. Fischbeck) is 
written to open the possibilities of liturgy and liturgical 
awareness, in the church and of the church, Sunday by 
Sunday, season by season. Obtain your book online or at a 
local bookstore, and encourage others to join in! Find de-
tails and register at tinyurl.com/GSLBeholdWhatYouAre.

Hurricane Ida Relief Assistance by GSL. Bishop 
Phoebe Roaf and Canon Sharon Alexander are encouraging 
diocesan faith communities and individuals to do what is 
possible to assist those suffering in the aftermath of Hur-
ricane Ida. To read “Helping Communities After a Natural 
Disaster,” click here (edwtn.org/helping-communities-
after-a-natural-disaster) , and to donate to the Episcopal 
Diocese of Louisiana Hurricane Ida Relief Fund, click 
here (secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=CgoXWw). Share this 
information among your circles!

Auditions for The Memphis Boy and Girl Choirs 
September 13 and 15. If you are the parent or know 
of a child, third grade and older, who might enjoy and 
benefit from this exciting new program at GSL, contact 
Dr. Patrick Scott (901-252-6323, pscott@gracestlukes.
org). Auditions for girls through twelfth grade and boys 
through voice change will be held on Monday, Septem-
ber 13 and Wednesday, September 15, 4:30 to 6 p.m. at 
Grace-St. Luke’s Church. Rehearsals will be on Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at Grace-St. Luke’s 
Church beginning the week of September 20. Learn more 
here. (gracestlukes.org/news/the-memphis-boy-girl-and-
chamber-choirs)

Cello at GSL. Sunday, September 12, 5 p.m. Indoor 
Holy Eucharist. Music by cellist Alisa Horn of Memphis 
after several accomplished years in New York City. Learn 
more below under Worship and Music.

Worship and Music
SUNDAY
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector, to preach today at 
8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Organ, in person.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Choir & Organ, in 
person and online. Access livestream services via the 
GSL website (gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live 
(facebook.com/gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.
com/gracestlukes).
5 p.m. Holy Eucharist with cello, in person.

WEEKDAYS
Wednesday Compline (Night Prayers), 8–8:15 p.m. via 
Facebook Live (facebook.com/gracestlukes/live). 
Please note change from Tuesdays TO Wednesdays

Christian Formation
Life at GSL Sunday and Weekday Offerings begin 
September 12 for All Ages. If you haven’t seen it yet, 
explore and share with others Life at GSL–Fall 2021 
Guide of Worship, Christian Formation, Connecting 
& More (gracestlukes.org/life-at-gsl). Adult formation 
offerings begin September 19 with the Rev. Katherine 
M. Bush. Details under ADULTS.
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2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth Formation), Charlie 
Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George 
Johnson (Stewardship), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational 
Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King
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ADULTS (gracestlukes.org/adult-formation)
Sunday 9:15 a.m. September 19: A Day of Poetry 
for the Soul with the Rev. Katherine M. Bush. 
GSL member and St. Mary’s School chaplain, the Rev. 
Katherine M. Bush, will preach during the 8:30, 10:30, 
and 5:00 services. At the 9:30 a.m. Parish Hall Forum, 
Bush will share and invite reflection on poetry about where 
we’ve been, where we are, and where we might be going, 
and upholds, “Poetry reminds that we are not alone.” For 
more about Sunday morning adult formation, explore 
gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning.

CHILDREN. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
Nursery. The nursery will be open from 8am until 1pm 
this Sunday so that we can provide childcare throughout 
Rally Day! Our wonderful nursery staff is trained in our 
current Covid-19 guidelines that are posted in all nursery 
areas and on the website. Children over 2 must wear a 
mask at all times.

Children’s Chapel. Beginning on September 12, we will 
have Children’s Chapel every week during the 10:30 service. 
Please bring your child to meet us in Trezevant Hall. We 
will go outside as long as the weather permits, but if not 
we will stay in Trezevant in order to spread out!

Formation. Join us today, September 12 for Rally Day 
after the 10:30 service until around 1pm to hear about what 
we will be doing in Children’s Formation this fall!

Parents Connect. Our parent’s fellowship group is re-
turning! The first event will be a family service where we 
will have mid-day prayer on the Lemaster Turf at 4:30 on 
Sunday, September 19. Bring your lawn chairs or picnic 
blankets!

For more information and to be added to the Children’s 
Formation email list, please contact Director of Children’s 
Formation Mary Shea Quach at msquach@gracestlukes.org.

YOUTH. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
Rally Day, September 12. We look forward to the 
return of our weekly formation programs on September 
12! Be sure to be a part of our Water Games Party that 
evening for our first EYC of the fall. Bring your bathing 
suit, towel, and a friend for an afternoon of cool-water 
kickball, water balloon toss, and maybe even a slippy 
slide. Meet on the Lemaster Turf. 
MS: 4-5 p.m.; HS 5-6 p.m.

For more information and to be added to the Youth 
Formation email list, contact Director of Youth Formation 
Amzie Williams at awilliams@gracestlukes.org.

Recreation and Wellness

GSL Basketball Registration. The 2021-2022 GSL 
Church JK–4th Grades Online Basketball Registration 
is September 1–30. Follow this link to register your 
child. (gracestlukes.org/youthbasketball) Remember 
registration fills up quickly and is on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Pickleball and GSL. We invite you to participate in the 
fastest growing sport in the country—PICKLEBALL! The 
growth of this sport speaks to the essence of the game—
it is inclusive, accessible, easy to learn (challenging to 
master), doable for all shapes and sizes, for all ages 
and for all athletic/non-athletic ability levels. Please 
look at this link for more information about the GSL 
Community and PICKLEBALL. (gracestlukes.org/news/
pickleball-and-gsl)

Yoga with Anne. If you’re looking for a new way to 
cope with the stress of 2021, now might be the time to try 
that yoga class you’ve been meaning to join. In addition 
to reducing stress, yoga is great for increasing flexibility, 
strength, and balance. We are very excited to announce 
that GSL parishioner Anne Ayres will be teaching this 
class. Anne has been teaching yoga to patients and staff 
at the VA for many years and is delighted to be offering 
a weekly class at GSL Church. The class will be open to 
all levels from beginner to seasoned practitioner with 
modifications offered. Please refer to this link for all 
details. (gracestlukes.org/news/yoga-with-anne)

Outreach

SPOTLIGHT ON TURNER BISHOP. “Despite 
COVID-19 upsetting the status quo of the guests dining 
inside and serving a hot meal on a plate, the other [More 
Than A Meal] volunteers and I have not let this keep us 
from serving our neighbors in need.” – Turner Bishop, 
Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church and Memphis 
University School Civic Service Organization Volunteer

Read more of Turner Bishop’s Servant Ministry spotlight 
and discover how you can give back to More Than A 
Meal here: gracestlukes.org/news/spotlight-on-turner-
bishop.
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Social Justice

Urgent: Housing for Our Afghan Allies. Episcopal 
Migration Ministries and our local affiliate offices are 
preparing to welcome and support Afghan families 
arriving to the United States. Afghan arrivals are 
expected imminently, and creative housing solutions will 
be needed both for temporary and transitional housing, 
as well as longer-term options. EMM is reaching out to 
dioceses, congregations, camps and conference centers, 
and our individual friends and supporters to ask for their 
urgent help in identifying possible housing options for 
our Afghan allies. Follow this link to find out how you 
can help. (mailchi.mp/episcopalchurch/our-journey-
through-lent-8104333?e=98bcd9efa6)

Community Life

Pastoral Care Ministry at GSL: Leadership 
Update and September 12 Orientation. How we 
care for one another is one of the most telling ways in 
which we live out our discipleship and demonstrate 
our love for one other. Lay Pastoral Care Coordinators 
Sandra Ireland and Beth Perkins soon will begin their 
duties following the ministry of Jocelyn Busby. On 
September 12, a Lay Pastoral Care Minister Orientation 
will be held at 3:30 p.m. via Zoom for current and 
prospective lay pastoral care ministers. Learn more here: 
gracestlukes.org/pastoralcare.

GSL Men’s Fellowship In Person Beginning Sep-
tember 9. Back by popular demand, the Thursday Men’s 
Fellowship resumed last month, 7 to 7:45 a.m. via Zoom 
until September 9 when the group began to gather in per-
son. For details and to contact facilitators Doug Duncan 
and Father Ollie Rencher, click here (gracestlukes.org/con-
nect/in-the-church/fellowship-groups/mens-fellowship).

Hear ye! Hear ye! Read All About It in The 
Messenger Magazine. The Fall edition of The 
Messenger is available for download. Inside this issue: 
Children’s & Youth Formation Update, Congregational 
Development Events, GSL School News, Looking 
Towards Sunday, Member News, Memorials/Honoraria, 
Music, Messages from the Rector and Associate Rector, 
Outreach Servant Ministry Spotlight, Pickleball, Sacred 
Ground & MICAH, Estate Planning, and Troop 34 
Celebrates 100 Years. This issue also includes an eight-
page Life at GSL–2021 Fall Guide that is packed full of 
extraordinary, fun, and spiritually uplifting formation, 
music, and worship offerings for the whole family. You 
can download or read a copy online by following this 
link (gracestlukes.org/the-messenger).

Baptisms at GSL. The sacrament of Holy Baptism is 
administered during public worship on four occasions 
of the Church Year Calendar (The Baptism of our Lord, 
The Great Vigil of Easter, The Day of Pentecost, All 
Saints’ Sunday) and a few other dates excluding the 
season of Lent. Our remaining available for 2021 are 
October 24 (Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost) 
during the 8:30 a.m. service, and November 7 (All 
Saints’ Sunday) during the 8:30 and 10:30 services. For 
more information and to schedule a baptism, contact 
Membership and Stewardship Associate Chapman 
Morrow (901-252-6328, cmorrow@gracestlukes.org).

COVID-19 Protocols for Gathering at GSL. 
Follow this link to read the July 30 COVID-19 update: 
gracestlukes.org/news/covid19. All persons, regardless 
of vaccination status and except for children two years 
and younger, are required to wear masks when gathered 
indoors for worship, fellowship, formation, small 
groups, and more.

Altar Flowers Made Possible by Parishioner 
Donations. Sunday altar flowers are made possible by 
donations from parishioners who give them in memory 
or honor of loved ones. To share in this meaningful way 
of both enhancing our worship space and ensuring that 
flowers always will be present, contact Communications 
Administrator Lucy Owens (lowens@gracestlukes.org, 
901-252-6333) to make your donation for a significant 
occasion or any Sunday. Flowers are $215 per Sunday, 
which one or more persons may share in giving. 
Eucharistic supplies (wafers, wine, candle oil) also may 
be donated for $25 per week.
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Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
 

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Betsy Tate, Nancy Wilkerson, Kristin King, Charles 
Chandler, Michael Wills, Jake Seymour, Alymarie “Dooney” Twele, Annelise Ware Simmons, Deborah Lowe, Bill Russell, 
Susan Williamson, Peggy Mulherin Williamson, Madeline Mathis, Carter Kaldon, Carolyn Gardiner, Meg Kinard, Charlotte 
Sanders, Duncan Sheats, Maggie Gill, Edith Heller, Xavier Jackson, Elizabeth Whitlock Haynes, Debbie, Kent McKelvey, 
Novella Moore, Katherine Green, Lewis and Kathryn Houser, Nicholas Smith, and Bradley Harris.
 

Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Judy Franks, Nell B. Williford, and Novella Hargis 
Moore, and those who have died from coronavirus.
 

We give thanks for the altar flowers given in memory of Ronald Lance Ireland 
 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially Gerry Adair, Walt Adair, Barbara Adams, Olivia Bartkiewicz, 
Fulton Boggs, Sara Burnett, Meg Burress, Michelle Charbonnet, Anna Chiozza, Catherine Ciaramitaro, Paul Cowan, 
Elizabeth Farnsworth, Molly Gooch, Jim Hartley, Patrick Holt, Sandra Ireland, Kelsey Kellett, Liz Keough, Palmer 
Lamoreaux, Marley-Kate Nichols, Susan Oppenheimer, Betty Peyton, Hannah Phillips, Wilbanks Roche, Bethany 
Spiller Watts, Ethan Varghese, Laura Wardlaw, and Daniel Williams, and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries.

Prayer List and Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Parish House 
Receptionist & Ministry Associate Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online Prayer 
Request Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be printed, 
will be listed for one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential between 
the clergy and the individual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the individual 
directly or a member of the clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers and 
reflected in the worship service leaflet.

Online Giving
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

Recurring
Set up recurring 2021 
pledge payments by 
scanning the QR code 
with your phone!
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Sundays  8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person
  8:45-9:30 a.m. Coffee in the Circle Drive
  9:30-10:15 a.m.  Adult Formation: Parish Hall Forum Speakers 
   and Programs, Trezevant Hall & Livestream
   Youth & Children Formation Offerings
    gracestlukes.org/discover
  10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person & Livestream
  4-4:50 p.m. More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall
  5 p.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, Third Sunday Choral 
   Evensong (September-May), Seasonal Concerts
   gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday 6-7:15 p.m. Adult Formation Offerings (as announced)
Wednesday 8-8:15 p.m.  Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

WORSHIP | www.gracestlukes.org/worship


