
the fifteenth sunday after pentecost
the holy eucharist: rite two

september 5, 2021 10:30 am

This service is according to the liturgy of The Episcopal Church. Text in boldface type is read 
aloud or sung by the congregation. Text in italics provides directions or details. Explore the 
richness of the BCP online at bcponline.org including Daily Devotions for Individuals and 
Families. During this service, please feel free to stand, sit, or even kneel at the appointed times 
and practice any personal pieties that might enhance your engagement in this experience. 



Welcome to Worship: Thank you for making Grace-St. Luke’s part of your spiritual journey and for joining us today for this service. If you 
are new among us, please complete an online Connect Card at gracestlukes.org/online-visitor-card. Our clergy-staff team would like to 
reach out to learn more about you and to explore how life at Grace-St. Luke’s might bless your journey and you bless ours. For more about our 
thriving faith community including online formation (learning) offerings, please visit www.gracestlukes.org.

Celebrant: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher Preacher: The Rev. Anne S. Carriere
All are asked to observe silence during the
Voluntary: “Voluntary on Old 100th”   Henry Purcell

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 371, “thou, whose almighty word” 
    music: Moscow, Felice de Giardini (1716-1796); harm. The New Hymnal, 1916, 
    based on Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1875, and Lowell Mason (1792-1872) 
    words: John Marriott (1780-1825) 

Officiant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Gloria in excelsis music: S 280, Robert Powell (b. 1932)

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in their own 
strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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All are seated for the lessons
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 35:4-7a

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God. He will come with vengeance,  
with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.’   Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears 
of the deaf unstopped;  then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  For 
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;  the burning sand shall become a pool, and 
the thirsty ground springs of water. 

Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.   

Psalm 146 said responsively by half verse

1  Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul! *
  I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
2  Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, *
  for there is no help in them.
3  When they breathe their last, they return to earth, *
  and in that day their thoughts perish.
4  Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
  whose hope is in the Lord their God;
5  Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
  who keeps his promise for ever;
6  Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
  and food to those who hunger.
7  The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; *
  the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
8  The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; *
  he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
9  The Lord shall reign for ever, *
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

A Reading from the Letter of James 2:1-10, 14-17

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For 
if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also 
comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to 
the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves, 
and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor 
in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But 
you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not 
they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? You do well if you really fulfill the royal law 
according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin 
and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become 
accountable for all of it. What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? 
Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; 
keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by 
itself, if it has no works, is dead.

Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.  
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All stand for the Gospel. 
The Gospel

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  7:24-37
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know he was 
there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately 
heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician 
origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it 
is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under 
the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your 
daughter.” So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. Then he returned from the 
region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought 
to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took 
him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 
Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his 
ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the 
more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He 
has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Anne S. Carriere

The Priest invites the People to stand for
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please remain standing or kneel for the Prayers of the People. 
The Prayers of the People, Form IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Silence

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and 
reveal your glory in the world. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one an-
other and serve the common good. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of 
others and to your honor and glory. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
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Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another 
as he loves us. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 
bring them the joy of your salvation. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Patty Schneider McManus and Judy Franks, and those in 
whose memory the altar flowers are given: Wallace & Loretta Roberts and Addie & Martin Edwards Sr., that your 
will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Silence
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for the gifts of time, talent, and treasure offered by all to support life at Grace-St. Luke’s; and for 
other thanksgivings we now name aloud or silently.  Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  Silence may be kept.

Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

All stand for 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.
The Celebrant and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Offertory 
The Celebrant first offers instructions about the ministration of communion. Then the Celebrant and Assisting Priest wash their hands with soapy 
warm water and sanitize them. During the setting of the Holy Table, financial offerings may be made to support life at Grace-St. Luke’s: visit 
gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving; text GSLChurch ALMS to 73256 to give to ALMS; text GSLChurch PLEDGE to 73256 to give to your PLEDGE; 
or you may mail offerings to the church office. You may also place your gifts in the offering plate located at the Baptismal Font before or after 
the service. Our 2021 stewardship campaign, Resilience and Connection by Giving, is seeking 100% participation from all parishioners: visit 
gracestlukes.org/pledge. For information about worship, formation for all ages, ways to connect, serve and more, visit www.gracestlukes.org.



All stand and sing. 
Hymn 566, “From thee all skill and science Flow”  
  music: The Church’s Desolation, traditional melody; harm. J.T. White (19th cent.); 
  adapt. C.H. Cayce (19th-20th cent.) 
  words: Charles Kingsley (1819-1875), alt.

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth: Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our 
voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim 
the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus and Benedictus music: S 129, Robert Powell (b. 1932)

The people stand or kneel.  The Celebrant continues.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his 
arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 
people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus 
Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer   
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

The Fraction Anthem music: S 155, Gerald Near (b. 1942)

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The People are seated or may kneel to prepare to receive communion. 
The Ministration of Holy Communion
After receiving the Bread, the ministers of communion proceed to a standing station. As directed, the congregation is invited to come forward 
and receive the Bread or ask for a blessing signaled by the crossing of arms across the chest. Gluten-free Bread is available upon your request 
to the minister. The Bread is given to communicants with these words The Body of Christ, the Bread of heaven. Amen.

Anthem at Communion: “all people that on earth do dwell”  music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
  words: William Kethe (d. 1608?); para. of Psalm 100

All people that on earth do dwell, sing to the Lord with cheerful voice:
him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell, come ye before him and rejoice.

Know that the Lord is God indeed; without our aid he did us make:
we are his folk, he doth us feed, and for his sheep he doth us take.

O enter then his gates with praise, approach with joy his courts unto;
praise, laud, and bless his Name always, for it is seemly so to do.

For why? the Lord our God is good, his mercy is for ever sure;
his truth at all times firmly stood, and shall from age to age endure.

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the God whom heaven and earth adore,
from men and from the angel host be praise and glory evermore.



During communion, Spiritual Communion Prayers are offered by those worshipping via livestream.
Spiritual Communion Prayers
These rich words are recited daily throughout the church catholic (universal) by individuals and communities unable to gather for public 
worship for whatever reason, while also longing for the occasion to participate in the Episcopal Church’s central practice of receiving the 
Holy Sacrament.

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your 
blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, remembering Grace-St. Luke’s Church and those 
worshiping and receiving communion at this time, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for 
creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and 
resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory, and particularly for the blessings 
given me. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at 
this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and 
embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let 
me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending 
peace. Amen.

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and 
guide me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in 
the power of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the 
growth of your kingdom, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, 
in glory everlasting. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

After Communion, the Celebrant says Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing

All stand and sing.
The Procession: Hymn 567, “thine arm, o lord, in days oF old” 
     music: Franconia, melody Johann Balthasar König (1691-1758); 
     adapt. and harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870) 
     words: Sts. 1 & 3, John Keble (1792-1866), alt.; sts. 2 & 4, William John Hall (1793-1861), alt.
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The Dismissal
Minister Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.

Voluntary: “improvisation”   Patrick A. Scott

Exiting The Pews. During the Voluntary, the congregation may be seated or depart in a distanced manner via the narthex or northwest doors. 
The Clergy will be stationed in the narthex and outside to exchange greetings.

Continue the day, giving thanks to God for blessings known and known, and by reaching out in care for fellow parishioners, neighbors, and 
any persons in need. Members of the parish with any needs or pastoral concerns: email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org or dial 901-252-6320, 
and for hospitalizations or emergencies, dial the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334.

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Celebrant
The Rev. Anne S. Carriere, Preacher

Taylor Taylor, Lector 
Bruce Taylor, Crucifer

Kim Norris, Barbara King, Joey Sichting & Cameron Taylor, Welcome Hosts and Ushers
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist 

The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir



Where Do We Draw the Line? Jesus and the 
Syrophoenician woman is one of our toughest passages 
in scripture -Mark 7:24-37. What is so difficult is how 
harsh Jesus sounds, even downright rude. He refuses a 
gentile woman pleading for help and then likens her to 
a dog, an unkind euphemism, for sure, in Jesus’ time. 
“Let the children (of Israel) be fed first, for it is not fair 
to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 
Jesus draws the line of where and how he can give help.

Where do you draw your lines? We all have them. We 
cannot do everything. We must draw a line somewhere. 
And like Jesus, we may even lose our temper when others 
try to cross that line.

Nevertheless, the woman persists, and this faith of 
hers shifts something in Jesus. The line he had drawn 
disappears; the limits he had placed on himself vanish. If 
you listen carefully, you can almost hear the huge wheel 
of history turning as Jesus comes to a new understanding 
of who he is and what he’s been called to do. He is no 
longer the Messiah called only to the children of Israel; 
he is now the redeemer of the whole world—Jews and 
Gentiles alike. Jesus learns, through this woman’s 
persistent and courageous faith, that God’s purpose for 
him is bigger than he could have imagined, that there is 
enough of him to go around, and in that moment, there 
is no going back to the limits he observed a moment ago. 
Reminds me of Oliver Wendell Holmes’ wise words: “A 
mind stretched by a new experience can never go back to 
its old dimensions.” Isn’t that the way it goes? Over and 
over, God’s call to us means pushing back old boundaries 
and limits, embracing seeming “others”, giving up the 
notion that there is not enough of us to go around. We 
may resist, we may even lose our tempers, but the call of 
God is insistent, as persistent as the woman who would 
not leave Jesus alone. Come hear more about lines and 
persistence this good Sunday at church. – The Rev. 
Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector

Take Note

No 5 p.m. Service Today, September 5. The service 
will resume September 12. Learn more below under 
Worship and Music.

Rally Day Kickoff, September 12. Following the 
10:30 a.m. service, come join the fun and reconnect with 
your faith community as we return to fall programming. 
Tables will be set up in Trezevant and McClure Hall with 
ministry information and signup sheets so we can begin 
the fall strong. Come for the ministry tables, stay for the 
BLT sandwiches!

Book Study: Behold What You Are: Becoming 
the Body of Christ
Registration requested by September 8
Class Dates: September 15, 22, 29, October 6
Facilitator: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher
Time: 6–7:15 p.m.
Location: GSL (various spaces: to be announced)
Behold What You Are (Lisa G. Fischbeck) is written to 
open the possibilities of liturgy and liturgical awareness, 
in the church and of the church, Sunday by Sunday, 
season by season.
Additional details and registration here: tinyurl.com/
GSLBeholdWhatYouAre. Obtain your book online or 
at a local bookstore.

GSL Daytime Book Group Resumes September 9. 
The book group meets on the second Thursday of the 
month in the Red Room, September through May at 
11:30 a.m. Bring your lunch if you like. No obligations 
or requirements, just show up if you read the book, are 
thinking of reading the book, or just want some nice 
company who loves books. For further information 
or to add your name to the mailing list, contact Janie 
Morris or Carol Ann Mallory via Realm (gracestlukes.
org/realm). The September 9 book is The Only Woman 
in the Room by Marie Benedict.

Worship and Music
Grace-St. Luke’s Church becomes home to The 
Memphis Boy, Girl, and Chamber Choirs. Grace-
St. Luke’s Rector, Wardens, Vestry, and Director of 
Music and Organist are delighted to announce that one 
of the leading arts organizations of its kind is moving 
its operations to GSL effective Fall 2021. (Learn more 
here: gracestlukes.org/news/the-memphis-boy-girl-
and-chamber-choirs.

SUNDAY
The Rev. Anne S. Carriere, Priest Associate, to preach 
on Sunday, September 5, at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Organ, in person.
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Choir & Organ, in 
person and online. Access livestream services via the 
GSL website (gracestlukes.org/live), Facebook Live 
(facebook.com/gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.
com/gracestlukes).
No 5 p.m. Service Today, September 5. The 5 p.m. 
Eucharist will resume September 12.

WEEKDAYS
Wednesday Compline (Night Prayers), 8–8:15 p.m. via 
Facebook Live (facebook.com/gracestlukes/live). 
Please note change from Tuesdays TO Wednesdays
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2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth Formation), Charlie 
Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George 
Johnson (Stewardship), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational 
Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King
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Christian Formation

Life at GSL Sunday and Weekday Offerings. If you 
haven’t seen it yet, explore and share with others Life at 
GSL–Fall 2021 Guide of Worship, Christian Formation, 
Connecting & More (PDF:  gracestlukes.org/sites/549/
uploaded/files/Life_at_GSL_Fall_2021.pdf), (ISSUU:  
issuu.com/gracestlukes/docs/life_at_gsl_fall_2021).

CHILDREN. (gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation)
The Nursery Is Open! We have wonderful staff 
members that are ready for your nursery-aged children 
every Sunday from 8 a.m. until noon. Infants through 
6-year-olds are welcome. The staff will be trained in our 
current COVID-19 guidelines which are posted in all 
nursery areas. All children over 2 must wear a mask at 
all times.

Children’s Formation. Join us September 12 for 
Rally Day after the 10:30 service as we kick off the return 
of weekly formation. If you would like to volunteer 
with Children’s Formation, please email Director of 
Children’s Formation Mary Shea Quach at msquach@
gracestlukes.org.

YOUTH. (gracestlukes.org/youth-formation)
Rally Day, September 12. We look forward to the 
return of our weekly formation programs on September 
12! Be sure to be a part of our Water Games Party that 
evening for our first EYC of the fall. Bring your bathing 
suit, towel, and a friend for an afternoon of cool-water 
kickball, water balloon toss, and maybe even a slippy 
slide. Meet on the Lemaster St. green turf. MS: 4-5 p.m.; 
HS 5-6 p.m.

For more information and to be added to the Youth 
Formation email list, contact Director of Youth Formation 
Amzie Williams at awilliams@gracestlukes.org.

Recreation and Wellness

Pickleball and GSL. We invite you to participate in the 
fastest growing sport in the country—PICKLEBALL! The 
growth of this sport speaks to the essence of the game—
it is inclusive, accessible, easy to learn (challenging to 
master), doable for all shapes and sizes, for all ages 
and for all athletic/non-athletic ability levels. Please 
look at this link for more information about the GSL 
Community and PICKLEBALL. (gracestlukes.org/news/
pickleball-and-gsl)

Yoga with Anne. If you’re looking for a new way to 
cope with the stress of 2021, now might be the time to try 
that yoga class you’ve been meaning to join. In addition 
to reducing stress, yoga is great for increasing flexibility, 
strength, and balance. We are very excited to announce 
that GSL parishioner Anne Ayres will be teaching this 
class. Anne has been teaching yoga to patients and staff 
at the VA for many years and is delighted to be offering 
a weekly class at GSL Church. The class will be open to 
all levels from beginner to seasoned practitioner with 
modifications offered. Please refer to this link for all 
details. (gracestlukes.org/news/yoga-with-anne)

GSL Basketball Registration. The 2021-2022 GSL 
Church JK–4th Grades Online Basketball Registration 
is September 1–30. Follow this link to register your 
child. (gracestlukes.org/youthbasketball) Remember 
registration fills up quickly and is on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Social Justice

Urgent: Housing for Our Afghan Allies. Episcopal 
Migration Ministries and our local affiliate offices are 
preparing to welcome and support Afghan families 
arriving to the United States. Afghan arrivals are 
expected imminently, and creative housing solutions will 
be needed both for temporary and transitional housing, 
as well as longer-term options. EMM is reaching out to 
dioceses, congregations, camps and conference centers, 
and our individual friends and supporters to ask for their 
urgent help in identifying possible housing options for 
our Afghan allies. Follow this link to find out how you 
can help. ( mailchi.mp/episcopalchurch/our-journey-
through-lent-8104333?e=98bcd9efa6)

Outreach

Successful Book Drive. We’ve just wrapped up very 
successful book and school supplies drives. Thanks to 
your generosity, we have a library offering over 260 titles 
to our More Than A Meal friends. With your donations 
placed in the bins, delivered to the church office, and 
big-hearted monetary donations, we filled 72 bags 
of supplies for elementary, middle, and high school 
students. Big thanks to Lee Nix, Barbara King, Edith 
Heller, and Wight Boggs for helping to gather, sort, and 
pack the school supplies!

http://gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/files/Life_at_GSL_Fall_2021.pdf
http://gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/files/Life_at_GSL_Fall_2021.pdf
http://issuu.com/gracestlukes/docs/life_at_gsl_fall_2021
http://gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation
http://gracestlukes.org/youth-formation
mailto:awilliams@gracestlukes.org
http://gracestlukes.org/news/pickleball-and-gsl
http://gracestlukes.org/news/pickleball-and-gsl
http://gracestlukes.org/news/yoga-with-anne
http://gracestlukes.org/youthbasketball
http://mailchi.mp/episcopalchurch/our-journey-through-lent-8104333?e=98bcd9efa6
http://mailchi.mp/episcopalchurch/our-journey-through-lent-8104333?e=98bcd9efa6
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Community Life

Hear ye! Hear ye! Read All About It in The 
Messenger Magazine. The Fall edition of The 
Messenger is available for download. Inside this issue: 
Children’s & Youth Formation Update, Congregational 
Development Events, GSL School News, Looking 
Towards Sunday, Member News, Memorials/Honoraria, 
Music, Messages from the Rector and Associate Rector, 
Outreach Servant Ministry Spotlight, Pickleball, Sacred 
Ground & MICAH, Estate Planning, and Troop 34 
Celebrates 100 Years. This issue also includes an eight-
page Life at GSL–2021 Fall Guide that is packed full of 
extraordinary, fun, and spiritually uplifting formation, 
music, and worship offerings for the whole family. You 
can download or read a copy online by following this 
link (gracestlukes.org/the-messenger).

Pastoral Care Ministry at GSL: Leadership 
Update and September 12 Orientation. How we 
care for one another is one of the most telling ways in 
which we live out our discipleship and demonstrate 
our love for one other. Lay Pastoral Care Coordinators 
Sandra Ireland and Beth Perkins soon will begin their 
duties following the ministry of Jocelyn Busby. On 
September 12, a Lay Pastoral Care Minister Orientation 
will be held at 3:30 p.m. via Zoom for current and 
prospective lay pastoral care ministers. Learn more here: 
gracestlukes.org/pastoralcare.

“LIVE at GSL: Celebrating 901” Begins This 
Fall. Mark your calendar for the offerings of our new 
evening fellowship for adults of all ages and stages. 
Hosted by leaders Grant Adams, Natalie Davis, and 
Bev Trojan, “Live at GSL: Celebrating 901” will present 
festive evenings of appetizers, beverages, and guest 
presentations from the talented array of 901 community 
leaders and organizations. Watch for details about the 
launch event on Thursday, October 14, 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
at GSL Lemaster Street Playground and events on 
November 11 and December 9.

Baptisms at GSL. The sacrament of Holy Baptism is 
administered during public worship on four occasions 
of the Church Year Calendar (The Baptism of our Lord, 
The Great Vigil of Easter, The Day of Pentecost, All 
Saints’ Sunday) and a few other dates excluding the 
season of Lent. Our remaining available for 2021 are 
October 24 (Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost) 
during the 8:30 a.m. service, and November 7 (All 
Saints’ Sunday) during the 8:30 and 10:30 services. For 
more information and to schedule a baptism, contact 
Membership and Stewardship Associate Chapman 
Morrow (901-252-6328, cmorrow@gracestlukes.org).

COVID-19 Protocols for Gathering at GSL. 
Follow this link to read the July 30 COVID-19 update: 
gracestlukes.org/news/covid19. All persons, regardless 
of vaccination status and except for children two years 
and younger, are required to wear masks when gathered 
indoors for worship, fellowship, formation, small 
groups, and more.

GSL Men’s Fellowship Resumed August 12. Back 
by popular demand, the Thursday Men’s Fellowship 
resumed on Thursday, August 12, 7 to 7:45 a.m. via 
Zoom. The group will continue to meet via Zoom until 
September 9, when the group will gather in person. If 
you wish to join a weekly conversation about spiritual 
growth, faith and doubt, current events and concerns, 
intellectual stimulation, and thoughtful living in a fast 
world, you’re invited. For additional details, contact 
facilitators Doug Duncan (via Realm at gracestlukes.
org/realm) and Father Ollie Rencher (orencher@
gracestlukes.org).

Altar Flowers Made Possible by Parishioner 
Donations. Sunday altar flowers are made possible by 
donations from parishioners who give them in memory 
or honor of loved ones. To share in this meaningful way 
of both enhancing our worship space and ensuring that 
flowers always will be present, contact Communications 
Administrator Lucy Owens (lowens@gracestlukes.org, 
901-252-6333) to make your donation for a significant 
occasion or any Sunday. Flowers are $215 per Sunday, 
which one or more persons may share in giving. 
Eucharistic supplies (wafers, wine, candle oil) also may 
be donated for $25 per week.

http://gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
http://gracestlukes.org/pastoralcare
mailto:cmorrow@gracestlukes.org
https://www.gracestlukes.org/news/covid19
http://gracestlukes.org/realm
http://gracestlukes.org/realm
mailto:orencher@gracestlukes.org
mailto:orencher@gracestlukes.org
mailto:lowens@gracestlukes.org
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Quick Links 
 

Follow these links to frequently visited pages on our website.
 

• Give to GSL: gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
• Information about Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
• Information about Music: gracestlukes.org/music
• Information about Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
• Information about Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
• Facebook Live: facebook.com/gracestlukes/live
• YouTube Live: youtube.com/gracestlukes
• Wednesday eNews: gracestlukes.org/weekly-news
• LIVE Virtual Worship, Music, Formation Offerings: gracestlukes.org/live
• Birth, Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Burial: gracestlukes.org/life-events
• Hope and Good News: gracestlukes.org/discover/spiritaul-guidance
• Pastoral Care, Prayer List, and Prayer Requests: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest
• Subscribe to GSL, Diocesan & The Episcopal Church eNews: gracestlukes.org/enews
• Information about Fraudulent Emails & Text: gracestlukes.org/news/phishing
• The Messenger Magazine: gracestlukes.org/the-messenger
• Realm Connect: GSL Directory & More: gracestlukes.org/realm 
 

The Prayer List
 

Our prayers are asked for Brad Larson, Kaye, John, Caroline Clay, Betsy Tate, Nancy Wilkerson, Kristin King, Charles 
Chandler, Michael Wills, Jake Seymour, Alymarie “Dooney” Twele, Annelise Ware Simmons, Deborah Lowe, Bill Russell, 
Susan Williamson, Peggy Mulherin Williamson, Madeline Mathis, Carter Kaldon, Carolyn Gardiner, Meg Kinard, Charlotte 
Sanders, Robert Wade, Duncan Sheats, Maggie Gill, Edith Heller, Xavier Jackson, Elizabeth Whitlock Haynes, Debbie, 
Kent McKelvey, Novella Moore, Katherine Green, Lewis and Kathryn Houser, and Nicholas Smith.
 

Our prayers are asked for those who have died, especially Patty Schneider McManus and Judy Franks, and 
those who have died from coronavirus.
 

We give thanks for the altar flowers given in memory of Wallace & Loretta Roberts and Addie & Martin 
Edwards Sr. 
 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays, especially May Adrian, Berent Balink, Ben Barksdale, Laura Bolding, 
Patricia Brown, Elizabeth Dunlap, Sam Law, Sara Layman, Drew Mascolino, Austin Nauert, Garner New, Jim Pogue, 
Rivers Powers, Mary Quach, Sherry Sachritz, Ann Sandberg, Linda Stine, Hattie Strange, Gil Uhlhorn, Robbie Johnson 
Weinberg, Nikki Wilks, and Mary Woodmansee, and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, especially Martin & 
Nancy Edwards and Wil & Amanda McGriff.

Prayer List and   Prayer Requests. To submit a prayer request for the Prayer List, you may contact Parish House 
Receptionist & Ministry Associate Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336) or complete the online Prayer 
Request Form (gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest). Names of persons, who have given consent for names to be printed, 
will be listed for one month, unless a longer period is requested. While certain concerns may be confidential between 
the clergy and the individual, others may not be. If you are wondering about an individual, please contact the individual 
directly or a member of the clergy. Intercessions are offered daily by the clergy and lay pastoral care ministers and 
reflected in the worship service leaflet.

Online Giving
Make a one time gift 
now by scanning the 
QR code below with 
your smart phone!

Recurring
Set up recurring 2021 
pledge payments by 
scanning the QR code 
with your phone!

http://www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
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Clergy and Staff. The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop; The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, 
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Clergy and staff contact information: gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth 
Formation), Charlie Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
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Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King
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