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Support Groups at GSL
AA meetings: Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.; Narcotics Anonymous: Sundays, 7 p.m.; Sex and Love 
Addicts Anonymous: Saturdays at noon. For more info, contact Lucy Owens in the church office 
at lowens@gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6333.

Look for GRACESTLUKES in cyberspace.

pinterest.com/gracestlukes 

flickr.com/gracestlukes

youtube.com/gracestlukes

facebook.com/gracestlukes 

twitter.com/gracestlukes

instagram.com/gracestlukes

GSL eNews
Missing your weekly eNews? Check your spam folders! We have switched to an email service, 
MailChimp, to send out our eblasts. If you are not getting eNews emails, they are most likely 
going to your spam or junk folder. Be sure to add gsl@gracestlukes.org to your address book. 
Need help getting them to NOT go in your spam folder? Contact Lucy Owens, 901-252-6333 
or lowens@gracestlukes.org. 

GRACESTLUKES Mobile App

GSL's mobile app is available for download in the Android and Apple Stores. The app is an effec-
tive way for the church to communicate with you and for you to stay connected with the church. 
You can download the app in the following ways: Search for GRACESTLUKES in the iTunes/
Google Play stores. Follow this link: www.gracestlukes.org/app.

Privacy Policy & Photo Opt-Out Form
Grace-St. Luke’s privacy policy and photo opt-out form may be found on the GSL website at 
www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy.

Worship & Formation
SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with music, In Person
8:45-9:30 Fellowship/Connection Time
9:30-10:15 Adult Formation: Parish Hall Forum 
  Speakers and Programs, Trezevant Hall & 
  Livestream. Youth & Children Formation 
  Offerings. Explore gracestlukes.org/discover
10:30  Holy Eucharist with choir, 
  In Person & Livestream
4 p.m. More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall 
5 p.m. Holy Eucharist with Music, 
  Third Sunday Choral Evensong (Sept.-May), 
  Seasonal Concerts
  gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship
WEDNESDAY 
6–7:15 p.m. Adult Formation offerings (as announced)
8–8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

Parish Office Hours 
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4 p.m. 
901-272-7425 | www.gracestlukes.org

Parish Clergy & Staff
www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector
The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate
The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon
Christi Authement, Recreation and Wellness Director
Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant 

to the Rector
Keaton Morris, Director of Operations and Finance
Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate
Lucy Owens, Communications Associate
Mary Shea Quach, Director of Children’s Formation
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster
 “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant
Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation 
Stephanie Winston, Facilities Assistant

2021 Vestry
www.gracestlukes.org/vestry
Grant Adams (Congregational Development), 
Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett 
(Youth Formation), Ben Cowan (Children’s 
Formation), Mike Davis (Outreach),
 Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), 
George Johnson (Stewardship), Jonathan Large 
(Outreach), Andy Nix (Stewardship), 
Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Charlie Pazar 
(Senior Warden, Administration), Anna Robbins 
(Junior Warden), Paula Sappington (Clerk, 
Congregational Development), Tom Stephenson 
(Stewardship), Taylor Taylor (Congregational 
Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish 
Chancellor: Steven King

Pastoral Care
Sharing and Responding to Concerns. 
To alert the clergy of a pastoral matter concerning 
yourself or a member, including any medical 
procedures, contact the clergy confidentially via
901-252-6320 or pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org. 
For hospitalizations or emergencies concerning a 
member, contact the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone 
line at 901-252-6334. This is the best way to 
communicate pastoral needs and ensure a prompt 
response from a member of the clergy or pastoral care 
team. Lay Pastoral Care Coordinators: Sandra Ireland 
and Beth Perkins.
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The Church seasons of Advent, 
Christmas, and Epiphany are 
loaded with chances in life at 
Grace-St. Luke’s to “walk by faith, 
and not by sight.” I believe that this 
kind of spiritual walking is strength 
for the journey. In this issue of The 
Messenger, you’ll see what I mean! 
Each season provides pilgrims 
with an abundance of worship, 
formation, music, recreation, 
wellness, and fellowship offerings 

to nurture ourselves, our souls, and our bodies, care for others 
through pastoral care, and participate in regular and evolving 
community engagement initiatives. 

“We walk by faith, and not by sight; no gracious words we hear 
from him who spoke as none e’er spoke; but we believe him 
near. | We may not touch his hands and side, nor follow where 
he trod; but in his promise we rejoice, and cry, ‘My Lord and 
God!’ | Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; and may our faith 
abound, to call on you when you are near, and seek where 
you are found: | that, when our life of faith is done, in realms 
of clearer light we may behold you as you are, with full and 
endless sight.” – We walk by faith, and not by sight, Hymn 209, 
The Hymnal 1982 (Words: Henry Alford; Tune: St. Botolph)

May Our Faith Abound. Like with each season, every day invites 
us to “behold who we are” as members of the body of Christ, 
united and bound one to another by the waters of baptism. 
In thanksgiving for the richness of life, followers of Jesus 
are called to return thanks to God for blessings known and 
unknown, engage this sacred time on earth, and sacrificially 
offer time, talent, and treasure to equip God’s Church for 
radical mission and remarkable ministry. “There is nothing 
that is more important than participation…Participation in 
life, participation in a community, participation in liturgy—it 
is the one and only way in which we experience the world 
outside of our own existence, to experience the other as part of 
our own humanity. Participation is how we know we are not 
entirely alone in the universe.” (Behold What You Are: Becoming 
the Body of Christ, Lisa G. Fischbeck)
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Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church Vision Statement
Our Vision is to be a thriving community of hope, belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, 

and service, and who rejoices in the love of Jesus to transform the world.

May Our Faith Unbound 
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

May Our Faith Abound. I am convinced that now more than 
ever, participation is how we know we are not entirely alone in 
the universe. Whether in person or online, with family, friends, 
visitors, and strangers, at home, work, school, and play, in small 
or large groups, outdoors or indoors, by voice, Zoom, or note, 
participation is an act of faith and a sign that all shall be well.

Our vision is to be a thriving community of hope, belonging, 
and healing through worship, parish life, and service, and who 
rejoices in the love of Jesus to transform the world. I give thanks 
to God for our life together and look forward to the seasons 
ahead in life at GSL.

Ollie+

The Reverend Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
901-252-6320 | orencher@gracestlukes.org

Annual Meeting of the Parish
Sunday, December 5, 9:30 a.m.

All members and newcomers are encouraged to attend 
the Annual Meeting of the Parish in person or via Zoom 
from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. This occasion will undertake 
key business matters, including the election of the Vestry 
Class of 2024, parish life highlights since the last annual 
meeting, collection of 2022 annual fund pledges for the 
finance committee and vestry meetings to adopt a 2022 
operating budget before January, and state-of-the-parish 
remarks from the the Rector. Details including how 
to attend in person or online, agenda, vestry nominee 
biographical statements, and the voting process are 
maintained at gracestlukes.org/annualmeeting2021.

mailto:orencher%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://gracestlukes.org/annualmeeting2021
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Greetings, Good People of GSL! 
The connections and ways this faith 
community has and is continuing 
to explore meaningful relationships 
and resilience is a beautiful thing 
to witness.

Advent Wreaths to grace homes 
during Advent will be Sunday, 
November 28 in a social ly-
distanced, festive way. This is a 
terrific time to gather as a family 

and/or bring a friend and begin the season with light and 
greenery to countdown to Christmas. Two shifts are available: 
9:30-10:15 (formation hour) and 11:45-12:30 (after the 
10:30 Eucharist). Festive music and warm drinks to keep 
body and soul toasty will be served. Space fills up so reserve 
your space. Information is on the website: tinyurl.com/
GSLAdventWreaths2021.

Sacred Ground Dialogue Circles continue these cold months 
and more new small groups will be beginning—Grace Groups, 
Confirmation/Reception/Reaffirmation groups, and more—so 
keep an eye out for those details. Also, I hope you will enjoy 
Barb Frazer’s article updating on MICAH and its impactful 
work through MICAH, Memphis Interfaith Coalition for 
Action and Hope. I challenge and encourage everyone at GSL 
to find community and connection with MICAH. Retired, 
working, young, middle aged, beautifully seasoned, all of us are 
needed as we intentionally go beyond our bricks and mortar to 
see our wider neighborhood and neighbors. Why do this? We 
pop our metaphorical bubble and see how connected we are to 
the community, how much we need each other, and how much 
important work there is to do. Our baptismal covenant and 
our faith community context make this moment our moment 
to be sure. 

Howard Thurman, author, theologian, and dean of chapel at 
Howard and Boston University, once said it like this: “There 
is a fallow time for the spirit when the soil is barren…Face it! 
Then resolutely dig out dead roots, clear the ground, work out 
new designs by dreaming daring dreams and great and creative 
planning. The time is not wasted.” 

In other words, these chilly days are rich with opportunity. 
You and I only have this one, beautiful day; so, don’t waste it! 
What creative planning and daring dreams are inviting you to 
engage? To connect? Maybe some clearing of ground to make 
the way easier and lighter? 

Connections at GSL
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector

It has been such a blessing to be 
at GSL since I arrived on October 
18. Thank you to everyone for the 
universally warm welcome to me 
and my family. (Allison, Aidan, 
and Nate are loving their new 
church home as well!) This is truly 
a special parish!

I am excited about the pastoral 
care opportunities at GSL because 
pastoral care has always been close 

to my heart. I am working with Sandra Ireland and Beth Perkins 
on creating four pastoral care teams, which will be on duty one 
week each month, helping reach out to members with cards, 
meals, phone calls, and visits. We are also preparing to resume 
Communion Visits to members of the congregation who are not 
able to join us on Sunday mornings. If you would be interested 
in getting involved in pastoral care, please contact me at jesse.
abell@gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6330.

I am also working closely with Ollie+ on adult formation, one 
of my other loves in ministry. We are looking into offerings 
and possibilities for the winter and spring seasons here at GSL. 
Stay tuned!

Peace,
Jesse+

The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector
901-252-6330 | jesse.abell@gracestlukes.org

Pastoral Care & Adult Formation
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector

I dare you, I dare us all, to show bold acts of love through 
engagement and connection. To see God in your story and 
hear and listen to others share their story. To say I love you with 
abandon. To remind neighbors they are God’s Beloved through 
words and actions. To write a note of gratitude to someone 
because they share this good world with you.

Dare to love more deeply these good months. Completely and 
freely. 

Peace,
Laura+

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
901-252-6329 | lgettys@gracestlukes.orgcontinued bottom of next column

Gettys (continued)

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://tinyurl.com/GSLAdventWreaths2021
http://tinyurl.com/GSLAdventWreaths2021
mailto:jesse.abell%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:jesse.abell%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Happy New Year! Well, Happy 
church New Year, that is, since 
Advent marks the beginning 
of the liturgical year. As a kid, 
Advent was a festive runway to 
Christmas—an exciting season 
with tall purple candles lit one 
week at a time in countdown to 
the big day. I loved setting out 
our Nativity and arranging and re-
arranging the characters. One day 
the camels would be peering in the 

stable windows, and the next day they might be beside Mary 
and Joseph. Sometimes even Barbie or Hulk Hogan would 
attend the birth of Christ. Every day found a new staging of 
the big event. 

As an adult, I must admit, Advent is more challenging. Our 
readings and sermons remind us to stop, take a look around, 
and pay attention. We are still preparing for His coming to the 
manger and His coming again. It’s not quite time to celebrate 
yet. Oh, it is so hard to stop and pay attention when there 
are so many distractions. Tis’ the season for to-do lists, packed 
calendars, and productivity. While it isn’t realistic or desirable 
to avoid all Christmas festivities until December 25th, we can 
consider making an Advent New Year’s resolution to pay more 
attention and be more intentional in how we live through this 
season. Perhaps we can better seize this opportunity to pause, 
breathe, and ground ourselves in knowing that God loved us 
enough to send Jesus in human form as an example of how 
to live. Perhaps we can settle into this season of Advent and 
deepen the roots of our faith for the coming year. – Allison King

At the start of November, my 
mind moves to Advent. The period 
between Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas can seem very short. For me, 
Advent helps to give shape to the 
chaos of the ending of a collegiate 
semester with words of waiting 
and anticipation before Christmas. 
Advent helps me put the brakes 
on. In North America, minutes of 
darkness increase in November and 
December. It requires us to sharpen 

our senses—to hear words and music, to see the changes of color 
and light. Advent considers two time periods: the first coming 
of the Christ and the second coming. The latter of these topics 
many find shocking. Do we really have to talk about that?

On the first Sunday of Advent, we see wreaths with blue ribbons 
on the doors to GSL. We enter the worship space and see one 
candle burning for the first Sunday; three unlit ones remain. We 
see the weeks advance. The music that we may hear is unique: 
“Hark a Thrilling Voice is Sounding” and “The King Shall Come 
When Morning Dawns.” Lessons and Carols follow on a later 
Sunday. In the Collect of the Day, we hear one of the most fa-
mous prayers in the Book of Common Prayer: “Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on 
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which 
your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in 
the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.” 

The questions we may ask ourselves might go like this: How do 
we remove the darkness in our lives so that light may appear? 
If Jesus comes to visit us in this season, in what forms do we 
see him? Do we think about the ending of human history and 
the return of the Christ? What difference should that make in 
our lives? We know that God’s 
perfect love casts out fear. How 
do we realize that in a particular 
way during Advent? Let’s stop; 
let’s consider the questions; let’s 
enter into the mystery of the sea-
son that begins our new church 
year. – Daniel Pigg

Reflections on Advent: The Church New Year
Allison King and Dan Pigg
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Celebrate Advent by 
Making a Wreath

Sign up to create an Advent wreath on 
Sunday, November 28, in Trezevant Hall 
from 9:30 a.m.-10:15 a.m. OR 11:45 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Please bring your own clippers 
and/or scissors, and we will provide the 
greenery, wreath kit, candles, and cider! 
Spend time with family and friends as we 
prepare for the Christmas season!

There will be designated areas for you and 
your group to create while being socially 
distanced from your fellow attendees.

Please sign up by November 22, 
as space is limited: 

tinyurl.com/GSLAdventWreaths2021.

Christmas and Epiphany at GSL 
Information about services and more 
can be found on the back cover.

Special Friends Fellowship Club

Special Friends Fellowship Club kicked 
off their sixth year with a hay ride and 
concert on the lawn at All Saints.   We 
plan to continue outside meetings when 
possible, but also have access to their large 
parish hall.   Volunteers who have been 
vaccinated are needed, either by forming 
a group at Grace St. Luke’s who would 
agree to come two or three times a year 
or individuals who would be willing to 
attend all our meetings, once or twice 
a month on Sunday afternoons during 
the school year.   Contact Janie Morris 
via Realm (gracestlukes.org/realm).  The 
video Bishop Phoebe had made for us 
shows what fun our volunteers have 
(tinyurl.com/SpecialFriendsVideo)!  You 
can check it out on Special Friends Fel-
lowship Club on Facebook (tinyurl.com/
SpecialFriendsFellowshipClub)!

The book group 
meets on the second 
Thursday of the 
month in the Red 
Room, September 
through May at 
11:30 a.m. Bring 
your lunch if you 
like. No obligations 
or requirements, 
just show up if you 
read the book, are 
thinking of reading 
the book, or just 
want some nice 
company who loves 
books. 

For further 
information or to 
add your name to the 
mailing list, contact 
Janie Morris or Carol 
Ann Mallory via 
Realm (gracestlukes.
org/realm). 

 � Dec. 9 Olive Again 
by Elizabeth Strout

 � Jan. 13 Becoming 
Mrs. Lewis by Patti 
Callahan 

 � Feb. 10 Klara and 
the Sun by Kazuo 
Ishiguro

 � Mar. 10 The Four 
Winds by Kristin 
Hannah

 � Apr. 14 Lady Bird 
Johnson: Hiding in 
Plain Sight by Julia 
Sweig

 � May 3 American 
Dirt  by Jeanine 
Cummings. Lunch 
and Joint Meeting 
with CHC to vote 
on book list for 
1921-22

GSL Daytime Book Group 

Advent Wreath Making Event (2019) Mardi Gras 2020

Christmas 2019

Advent 2019
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Every Member Canvass 2022

In this season of thanksgiving, we give thanks for you! So much of the last year has been 
about making a new way, and the people of Grace-St. Luke’s have showed so much resilience, 
creativity, and dedication as we’ve adjusted in these challenging times.

While we’ve been pushed hard in different directions, doors have opened to new opportu-
nities. Online learning and worship are now a regular part of what we offer, reaching folks 
across the country. Time for intentional reflection has led to growth in outreach partnerships 
and social justice initiatives. Focus on smaller gatherings has given us new fellowship groups, 
family worship, book studies, and wellness offerings.

None of what we do would be possible without your faithful support. Your generosity helps us 
thrive as we adjust to this new world of virtual platforms and new ways of being a community of faith without waver-
ing in GSL’s commitment to thoughtful formation, intentional worship, superior music, and enriching communal life.

If you’ve not done so already, please make your pledge for 2022 at www.gracestlukes.org/pledge. 
Thank you for all that you’ve done and continue to do to keep our parish vibrant and growing!

Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate
901-252-6328 | cmorrow@gracestlukes.org

Values-Based Estate Planning
A special free and confidential opportunity provided by Grace-St. Luke’s Church

Since the first Book of Common Prayer, Episcopalians have been encouraged to make a will, 
to provide for their families, and to make bequests for religious and charitable purposes, if 
possible. The pandemic has highlighted just how easily the unexpected can occur – and how 
important it is for all of us to have the proper directions in place. 

We hope you’ll take advantage of a unique opportunity for values-based planning with Jeremy 
Pharr of Thompson & Associates (www.ceplan.com). With a personalized process that’s for 
everyone, Jeremy can help you develop a plan for you and your loved ones that highlights your 
values, captures your priorities, outlines your intentions, and protects your assets.

Through a generous gift to the parish, this service is provided at no cost to Grace-St. Luke’s 
Church parishioners. Whether you need to create a plan, want a second opinion on an existing plan, or just have ques-
tions about your planning, Jeremy can help.

If you’d like to learn more or are interested in scheduling some time with Jeremy, please contact Membership & Stew-
ardship Associate Chapman Morrow at 901-252-6328 or cmorrow@gracestlukes.org.

Stewardship
gracestlukes.org/pledge

http://www.gracestlukes.org/pledge
mailto:cmorrow%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://www.ceplan.com
mailto:cmorrow@gracestlukes.org
http://gracestlukes.org/music
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OUTREACH continued on page 10

Outreach
gracestlukes.org/outreach

Food Pantry News
submitted by Carol Ann Mallory

For over 46 years, GSL has worked with 
MIFA and the Mid-South Food Bank to 
distribute food from our food pantry to 
families in need. COVID 19 brough a halt 
to our Monday and Tuesday distributions.

Plans are now being made to use our food 
pantry in familiar and re-imagined ways 
in partnership with the Church Health 
Center (CHC). 

In a nutshell, here’s how it will work:

The CHC has a huge need for 
their clients/patients to have 
access to healthy meals. It actually 
undermines the important health 
care work CHC is doing to have 
their patients go home to meals 
of high sodium and high sugar. 
To this end, CHC is promoting 
a Mediterranean Diet to their 
patients by way of menus and 
cooking classes. GSL’s role in this 
effort is to provide the ingredients 
learned in the cooking classes for 
cooking at home.

GSL will purchase the items 
needed and include the recipes in 
each bag (given to us by CHC). 
We will also be publishing these 
delicious recipes for the wider faith 
community at GSL so that we too 
can join our neighbors in healthy 
eating habits! Keep an eye out for 
these recipes.

Food packers  wi l l  prepare 
approximately fifty food bags 
each week. Shoppers will do the 
buying and coordinate with our 
food partners for the ingredients 
needed in each bag. Every Tuesday 
food distributors will meet CHC 
representatives at our food pantry 
to pick up the bags. Side note, the 
bags are incredibly sturdy, paper 
bags and can be re-used. No plastic 
bags! 

We believe that, in these full and ongoing 
times, the familiar as well as re-imagined 
use of our food pantry and its faithful 
volunteers fulfills our hope in helping 
to feed our neighbors in need. If you are 
interested in joining this ministry, please 
reach out to Jerry or Amy Hudson, Lead 
Coordinators for the Food Pantry via 
Realm (gracestlukes.org/realm).

Merry Christmas to all! 
submitted by Bill Pichette

Another year of challenges has provided 
us with a host of opportunities. Many 
of you have answered the call of those 
opportunities, donating generously to our 
food, book, and school supplies drives. A 
small slice of your pledges to our budget 
allowed the Outreach Committee to 
pull off a team event by shopping for, 
making, and delivering a great lunch to 
the children and staff of Camp Able at St. 
Columba Episcopal Camp and Retreat 
Center. Now we have taken the first step 
to continue or establish partnerships in 
the community by awarding Servant 
Ministry Partner Grants to 20 community 
organizations for 2022. This would not 
be possible without Outreach’s allotted 
percentage of the church budget, made 
up of your pledged donations.

In the new year, we’re asking you to join 
us in spreading a message of God’s love, 
deepening partnerships with existing 
Servant Ministry Partners—old friends 
like MIFA, Samaritan Counseling, and A 
Step Ahead Foundation—and new friends 
like Advocates for Immigrant Rights, St. 
Vincent DePaul, and Levitt Shell. Our 
first need is to grow the committee to 
work as liaisons to these agencies and take 
on leadership positions. The committee 
meets for an hour nine times per year, 
while sub-committees or individuals are 
asked to devote a few more hours to a 
project or working with a partner agency. 
Please contact any current members 
you may know, or email outreach@
gracestlukes.org for information on 
becoming a member. You have our most 
gracious thanks and Merry Christmas!

Outreach committee members preparing lunch

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://gracestlukes.org/outreach
http://gracestlukes.org/realm
mailto:outreach@gracestlukes.org
mailto:outreach@gracestlukes.org
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Social Justice Ministry  
submitted by Jennie VanDeveer

Inspiring our faith community to live out our Baptismal Covenant 
“to strive for justice and peace for all people” by practicing 

Self-Reflection and Direct Action. 

Values 
Inclusive, Seeking, Political not Partisan, Respectful, Integrity 

Focus Areas 
Presence in the Public Square. Educating the Conscience. 
Finding Joy and Hope in Our Shared Story and Journey. 

The Social Justice Committee has had a busy fall! We are now 
approximately halfway through our 10-part Sacred Ground class. 
As you may recall, Sacred Ground is a film and readings-based 
dialogue series centered on the issues of race and faith in our 
country. It was developed by the national Church to support the 
vision of becoming Beloved Community, the Episcopal Church’s 
long-term commitment to racial healing, reconciliation, and 
justice. Grace-St. Luke’s is the first parish in our diocese to engage 
in this work and we hope to have additional classes in the future. 
In addition to Sacred Ground, the Social Justice committee 
has returned to its monthly meetings. They are now at a new 
time and in person: the 3rd Sunday of the month in Trezevant 
immediately following the 10:30 service (12-1 p.m.). The 
October 24 meeting was presented by the Rev. Laura F. Gettys 
and Randy Gamble from the Lynching Sites Project of Memphis 
(LSP). The time together was educational, compelling, and 
connecting. LSP collaborates with others to cultivate courageous 
conversations and programs that uncover the whole truth of 
racial terror and violence and change the narrative in Shelby 
County, leading to understanding, compassion, and healing, 
while working toward racial equality and justice. In this work, 
they join with the national effort of Bryan Stevenson and the 
Equal Justice Initiative to memorialize over 4,000 known 
lynchings in our country between 1877 and 1950. For more 
information, visit https://lynchingsitesmem.org. To date, LSP 
has compiled a list of 37 victims in 25 separate lynchings. Please 
join us for our next gathering. 
Here’s a list of our upcoming topics: 
Nov. 21: Thanksgiving: “Knowing Our History, Naming our 

Gratitudes” 
Dec. 19:  Becoming Beloved Community
Jan. 16:  National Civil Rights Museum tour. All are welcome. 

Stay tuned for signup details and times. 

Upcoming Meeting Focuses and Areas of Discussion include: 
Poll Watchers, what they do and how to become one; and 
District Attorney: role and responsibilities and why our next 
election is really important to us and our youth.

Social Justice
gracestlukes.org/social-justice

MICAH
submitted by Barb Frazer

Memphis Interfaith Coalition for Action and Hope (MICAH) 
held its 4th annual public meeting “Unlocking our Future” on 
October 24. Grace-St. Luke’s held a watch party in Trezevant 
Hall to view the meeting. This meeting highlighted the issues 
and successes for the three pillars of focus: Education Equity, 
Economic Equity and Race and Class Equity (R.A.C.E) in the 
Justice System. Within the three pillars are subgroups that have 
been working for 5 years to assess the needs (inequities) in the 
community, identify areas of focus and develop solutions to the 
problems so they can meet with public officials and ask them to 
commit to legislation, policy changes, and resource allocation 
to support these “asks.” Here are a few brief highlights from 
the meeting:

Economic Equity celebrated securing a $2.5 million increase 
in the MATA budget to improve transportation routes for city 
residents. Memphis Housing Authority Director committed 
to maintain a viable rent for returning residents to Foote Park 
Development. Additionally, over half of the units will be reserved 
for households at or below 50% of the area median income, 
thus, securing affordable housing in the South Memphis area. 

Education Equity focused on the social-emotional and physical 
health of students in the Shelby County Schools. There is a 
growing concern for the high rate of teenage suicide which is the 
second leading cause of death in this age group. MICAH asked 
four local and state officials to support and fund an increase in 
school counselors and nurses. They agreed.

Race and Class Equity (R.A.C.E.) in the justice system is 
working to gain support for the diversion of mental/behavioral 
health crisis intervention by training civilian-led teams of 
professionals to address issues and free up law enforcement to 
community policing. Sheriff Bonner supports this approach 
provided safety of the teams is assured. 

Legislation is up for a vote on the automatic expungement of 
records reducing the long wait and financial burden to file for 
expungement currently in place. Four legislators pledged support 
of this law. There are education efforts to help individuals that 
have served their time to apply to reinstate their voting rights. 

MICAH article continued next page

https://lynchingsitesmem.org
http://gracestlukes.org/social-justice
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Reducing mass incarceration is the main goal of the Court subgroup with the primary focus on reducing transfers of children from 
youth court to the adult system. The statistics showed that in 2017 Shelby County transferred 92 children to adult court and in the 
same year Davidson County transferred 4. Additionally, there is support to reduce pre-trial detention so that it does not adversely 
affect those living in peverty who can’t pay bond. There was not a response from the District Attorney’s office regarding the asks. 

The Daily Memphian and Commercial Appeal printed stories about the meeting. You can go to MICAH’s website micahmemphis.
org and watch the public meeting for more details. Better yet, come join us, virtually, for our second Wednesday of the month 
GSL MICAH Core Group meeting where we can explore how to help unlock the future of our next generation of Memphians. 
Visit GSL’s MICAH website for more information: gracestlukes.org/connect/social-justice/micah or contact Barb Frazer, Paula 
Barnes, Becky Mercer, or Laura F Gettys+ via Realm (gracestlukes.org/realm) with questions.

OUTREACH Partner Highlight A Step Ahead Foundation (ASAF) 
submitted by Paula Barnes

A Step Ahead Foundation was established ten years ago 
by former Juvenile Court Judge Claudia Haltom, JD, 
with Grace-St. Luke’s as a support partner most of those 
years. Over this decade, ASAF has experienced many 
changes and extraordinary growth here in Memphis 
and statewide. This is a good time to catch up with this 
unique organization and take a look at what has been 
established, how they came through the pandemic, 
and what the future looks like when the pandemic 
becomes endemic.

First let’s look at some important statistics:
• More than 50% of teens who have a baby while still in high 

school will not graduate or even have their GED by the time 
they are 22 years of age.

• More than 50% of teen mothers will also have another baby 
within 24 months, thus almost guaranteeing a life of poverty 
for her children and for herself.

• For Shelby County, the actual numbers are 1,464 births in 
2015, with close to 1 in 3 of these mothers having another 
child within 24 months.

These unsettling numbers, in part, are what motivated Claudia 
Haltom to create the Foundation to address the need for teens, both 
girls and boys, to have access to accurate sexual health information 
and reproductive health care. Their stated vision is:

A Step Ahead Foundation strives to improve educational, economic, 
and health outcomes for women by providing access to the most 
effective reversible methods of birth control. Planning when to start 
a family has shown to improve educational and career opportunities, 
reduce economic strain, and can lead to lower infant mortality and 
positive future pregnancy outcomes.

Prior to the COVID-19 Pandemic, ASAF underwent some 
important operational changes. Claudia Haltom stepped back 
from her position as CEO to take the full-time role as Director of 

MICAH - continued from page 9

Donor Relations. One-time volunteer, and later staff 
member, Nikki Gibbs became the Executive Director, 
while long-time staff member Amy Mulroy was elevated 
to Chief Operating Officer. Nikki brings years of 
experience as a Social Worker and Case Representative 
in the Juvenile Court System. Amy has worn many hats 
during her tenure at ASAF but now incorporates the 
many responsibilities she has held into the leadership 
role of COO. From the inception of A Step Ahead, 

both Amy and Nikki knew that they wanted to be part of the 
important mission of the Foundation, and their leadership has 
been critical to the success of the mission, especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Today, Nikki, Amy and the entire staff bring wide-ranging 
knowledge of the needs of the Memphis community and an 
unbounded energy to reach out to those who need free birth 
control, access to healthcare, and comprehensive sex education for 
boys and girls. Like other non-profits, ASAF had to retool their 
outreach methods and used their funds for media campaigns, along 
with virtual education events to replace their many face-to-face 
informational programs.

Further, during the pandemic they have been able to continue to 
offer free birth control and the ability to connect young women 
to healthcare professionals. The Memphis office has become the 
“mothership” of ASAF agencies in Jackson, Nashville, Knoxville, 
Chattanooga, and Johnson City. Each program has the same mission 
and vision yet addresses their specific community needs.

What comes next? A Step Ahead is organizing the Imagine 
Campaign to be rolled out early next year. This means we can all 
help ASAF imagine what can be made better in Memphis and across 
Tennessee. We urge you to view more information, to volunteer, or 
to contribute in order to help the many ways this Servant Ministry 
Partner is doing the work of the hands of Jesus. Please go to the 
website: astepaheadfoundation.org.

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://www.micahmemphis.org
http://www.micahmemphis.org
https://www.gracestlukes.org/connect/social-justice/micah/
http://gracestlukes.org/realm
http://astepaheadfoundation.org
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Recreation & Wellness
gracestlukes.org/athletics

2022 GSL Church 
Spring Soccer 

GSL Church sponsors a Spring Soccer 
Program for JK–4th Grades. The 
2022 season is March 26–May 7. The 
spring season is shorter than the fall 
season and designed for continued 
soccer skill development during the 
spring. 

Spring Soccer Registration is January 
1–31 and can be accessed through the 

GSL Church website at gracestlukes.org/spring-soccer. Please refer 
to the website listed for ALL information regarding spring soccer. 

Registration fills up quickly, so please register sooner than later. 
Once registration is closed, individual placement will be permitted 
if space is available.

• For continuity, WHENEVER possible, the intent is to keep 
the spring soccer teams and coaches together from the previous 
FALL season. Because soccer is offered twice annually, this is 
the ONLY SPORT teams that will likely stay the same for 
ONE FULL CALENDAR YEAR. ALL other sports teams 
WILL CHANGE from season to season. 

• Grace-St. Luke’s Church leadership team continues to monitor 
COVID-19 in an effort to keep everyone safe and lower the 
risk of the spread of the virus. 

• Each person’s safety and well-being are our priorities and the 
Grace-St. Luke’s leadership team continues to monitor and 
update you with this health situation as it pertains to our sports 
programs. 

Christi Authement
Recreation & Wellness Director
901-252-6325 | cauthement@gracestlukes.org

Yoga with Anne 

If you’re looking for a new way to 
cope with stress, now might be the 
time to try that yoga class you’ve 
been meaning to join. Anne Ayres 
has been teaching yoga to patients 
and staff at the VA for many years 
and is delighted to be offering a 
weekly class at GSL Church. The 
class is open to all levels from 
beginner to seasoned practitioner 
with modifications offered. Please refer to this link for all details: 
gracestlukes.org/news/yoga-with-anne/

Coach Ted Lasso (Billy Willson’s) U6 Soccer Team. There’s nothing like a 
donut breakfast to ensure the team will play their best!

Coach Steven King’s U6 Soccer Team. Who needs to be concerned about 
winning when you are as cute as we are!

What incredible form and 
effort given by one of the 
players on Coach Phineas 
Bresee’s 3rd/4th grade team 
as he’s shooting for the 
point.

http://gracestlukes.org/athletics
https://www.gracestlukes.org/spring-soccer/
mailto:cauthement%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
https://gracestlukes.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d63f9ad1bee3c02ff67d5dd2f&id=df9465cfca&e=b0337aa17b
http://gracestlukes.org/news/yoga-with-anne/
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Choirs to GSL following a 33-year-home 
at St. John’s Episcopal Church. Don’t miss 
this session with Dr. Patrick Scott and guest 
instrumentalists to reflect on the extraordinary 
music being offered through life at GSL for 
the parish and Memphis region. 

D e c e m b e r  1 9 , 
Fourth Sunday of 
Advent, 9:30 a.m. 
E x p l o r i n g  t h e 
S p i r i t u a l i t y , 
M i n i s t r y,  a n d 
I m p a c t  o f 
A r c h b i s h o p 

Desmond Tutu with The Rev. Dr. Michael 
Battle. Join the Very Rev. Michael Battle, 
Ph.D., for a rich conversation about the life 
and worldwide transformational ministry of 
Desmond Tutu of South Africa. Battle is an 
Episcopal priest and the Professor of Church 
and Society and Director of the Desmond 
Tutu Center at General Theological Seminary 
of The Episcopal Church (Manhattan). 
Tutored, ordained, and married by Tutu, 
Battle has authored 11 books including 
Desmond Tutu: A Spiritual Biography of 
South Africa’s Confessor (2021) and leads 
PeaceBattle, an organization that helps with 
going beyond deadlock and irreconcilable 
difference to thrive. Father Battle also will 
preach during the 8:30, 10:30, and 5:00 
services.

collection of 2022 annual fund pledges for 
the finance committee and vestry meetings 
to adopt a 2022 operating budget before 
January, and state-of-the-parish remarks 
from the Senior Warden and the Rector. 
Details including virtual access, agenda, 
vestry nominee biographical statements, 
and the voting process will be maintained at 
gracestlukes.org/annualmeeting2021.

D e c e m b e r  1 2 , 
Third Sunday of 
Advent, 9:30 a.m.

The Wideness of 
Music at GSL with 
Dr. Patrick Scott & 
Guests. For several 
decades “music at 

GSL” commonly has either referenced or 
been limited to offerings during Sunday 
morning worship: organ voluntaries, hymns, 
psalm-chanting, anthems, spirituals, guest 
instrumentalists, and the choirs (GSL Choir 
for adult volunteers and staff singers and St. 
Cecilia and Canterbury for children). Today, 
we are blessed with a wideness of music that’s 
worth celebrating. Our expansion includes 
cello, flute, guitar, jazz, piano, and more at the 
Sunday 5:00 contemplative service, seasonal 
services of choral evensong, concerts and 
recitals, Belvedere Music Festival (by Luna 
Nova Music), and the Winter 2021 welcome 
of the Memphis Boy, Girl, and Chamber 

November 28, First 
Sunday of Advent, 
9:30 a.m. and after 
10:30 service

Advent Wreath-
Making for All 
Ages and families. 
K i c k  o f f  y o u r 

observance of the Advent season by making 
a wreath in Trezevant Hall. Spend time with 
family and parishioners as we prepare for the 
Christmas Season! Please bring your own 
clippers and/or scissors and we will provide 
greenery and the rest. There will be designated 
areas to sit or stand and work. Advanced sign-
up for one of two sessions would be helpful 
for supply-gathering: visit tinyurl.com/
GSLAdventWreaths2021.

D e c e m b e r  5 , 
Second Sunday of 
Advent, 9:30 a.m.

Annual Meeting 
o f  the  Par i sh . 
All members and 
ne wcomer s  a r e 
e n c o u r a g e d  t o 

attend the Annual Meeting of the Parish via 
Zoom or in person. This one-hour occasion 
will undertake key business matters, including 
the election of the Vestry Class of 2024, parish 
life highlights since the last annual meeting, 
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ADULT WEEKDAY FORMATION
Journey with the Advent Gospels

Wednesdays, December 1, 8, 15, 6 to 6:45 p.m. Online (Zoom)
Thursdays, December 2, 9, 16, Noon to 12:45 p.m. On Campus (Trezevant Hall)

Enrich your Advent observance by joining a priest and fellow parishioners for a 3-week, 
45-minute study and meditation on the Gospels chosen for the four Sundays of Advent.

Week 1 Luke 21:25-36 and Luke 3:1-6 · Week 2 Luke 3:7-18 · Week 3 Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)

Each week’s study is offered Wednesday online or Thursday on campus. 
Class participants are free to choose whichever day works best for said week. Spread the word and plan to bring a Bible. 

Sign up here no later than the day before each class: tinyurl.com/AdventBibleStudy2021.

Adult Formation
gracestlukes.org/adult-formation
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SUNDAYS in Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany | 9:30 to 10:15 a.m.
November 28 (First Sunday of Advent) - February 27 (Last Sunday after the Epiphany)

Parish Hall Forum Speakers and Programs, Trezevant Hall & Livestream

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://michaelbattle.com
http://gracestlukes.org/annualmeeting2021
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv1_RCL.html#Gsp1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#Gsp1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#Gsp1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#Gsp1
http://tinyurl.com/AdventBibleStudy2021
http://gracestlukes.org/adult-formation
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December 26, First Sunday after Christmas. Classes suspended; resume January 9
January 2, Second Sunday after Christmas. Classes suspended; resume January 9

January 6 (Thursday), The Epiphany, Holy Eucharist and Burning of the Greens, 6 p.m.

The 12 days of Christmas ends by celebrating the manifestation of Christ and his divinity and the coming of 
the Magi. All are invited to Grace-St. Luke’s Church for a Festival Holy Eucharist and Burning of the Greens with 
homily and music at 6 p.m. Save your Advent and Christmas wreaths and garland to add to the outdoor fire at the 
end of the service.

January 9, First Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of our Lord, 9:30 a.m. 

Planning for the Year: Important Approaches to Wellness with the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher. Based on All Shall Be Well 
by Memphis Episcopalian Bill Craddock and other resources, all are invited to a new year presentation highlighting 
the theology of wellness and identity, core values, creativity and passion, renewal, emotional health, spiritual practices, 
stewardship, balance, transformation, and fitness.

January 16, Second Sunday after the Epiphany, 9:30 a.m. 

Welcome to the Wild World of GSL Church Sports, Wellness, & Fitness with Christi Authement. How much do 
you REALLY know about one of the Church’s most active programs with 500 plus annual participants? Come learn 
more about this “thriving” program.  You’ll take a trip down memory lane with Recreation and Wellness Director 
Christi Authement and leave with a higher IQ about GSL Church Sports history and current and future Recreation 
and Wellness Programs.  And here’s a little teaser…to get the scoop first, you’ll want to be “PRESENT” (no pun 
intended) for information about an exciting wellness program starting in the New Year!

LOOKING AHEAD | SUNDAY Parish Hall Forum 9:30 a.m.
 

Mark your calendar to attend a variety of on-campus or online speaker and program offerings for most Sunday mornings 
of Winter-Spring 2022. Stay tuned via eNews, worship leaflet notices, social media, and gracestlukes.org/adult-formation. 
Offerings will include the Rev. Lisa G. Fischbeck (author of Behold What You Are: Becoming the Body of Christ) in late January, 
Rabbi Micah Greenstein (April 24, May 1), The Lynching Sites Project of Memphis, musicians, authors, community leaders, 
and GSL parishioners.

Becoming Episcopalian: Adult Inquirers & Confirmation Class, Winter-Spring 2022
 

The clergy and lay leaders will offer a several-week course, Becoming Episcopalian, in advance of the Bishop’s Visitation on 
May 22 (Sixth Sunday of Easter). What does it mean to live as a Christian in the Episcopal tradition in today’s world? Why is 
the Eucharist so crucial to our faith? Why do Episcopalians have such peculiar terminology (e. g. narthex, curate, vestry, etc.)? 
These and many other questions will be addressed and discussed during this inquirer’s series. The class is for both members and 
non-members who wish to learn more about, have a refresher, or reaffirm their faith as Episcopalians; who are not confirmed 
Episcopalians; or who wish to be received into the Episcopal Church from another Christian tradition. For more information 
and to sign up when the dates are released, contact Father Jesse Abell, Associate Rector for Pastoral Care and Adult Formation 
(901-252-6330, jesse.abell@gracestlukes.org).
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Adult Formation
gracestlukes.org/adult-formation

http://gracestlukes.org/worship
http://gracestlukes.org/adult-formation
mailto:jesse.abell@gracestlukes.org
http://gracestlukes.org/adult-formation
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Luna Nova 
Winter Concert

December 6, 7:30 p.m.
The Luna Nova ensemble will present its 
traditional winter concert on Monday, 

December 6, at 7:30 p.m. With an eye to taking a break from 
all the immediate problems the world has been dealing with 
lately, the program takes the long view and includes some 
delightful works from the Middle Ages and Renaissance. 

The performers will be Kelly Herrmann (flute), Michelle 
Vigneau (oboe), Nobuko Igarashi (clarinet), Susanna Whitney 
(bassoon), Robert Patterson (horn), Ben Minden-Birkenmaier 
(guitar), and Patrick Scott (organ). 

Admission is free and program details are available at www.
lunanova.org.

“It’s the most wonderful time of the 
year!” Of course, we hear this most 
often associated with Christmas, 
but I think I’d like to say the same 
thing about Advent. The texts are 
rich, the music is powerful if not 
sometimes haunting, the choir 
chants the Psalms and Canticles 
to plainchant rather than the more 
harmonic wealth of Anglican chant, 
the inside of the Nave and its doors 
have beautiful greenery, and the 

altar is draped in Sarum blue. Spending four weeks waiting for 
the coming of Christ makes Christmas that much more special 
and beautiful for me. The Offertory anthem at the later services 
on Christmas Eve, Of the father’s heart begotten, uses a text from 
over 1,600 years ago. I’m often at a loss for words when I think 
of people reciting or singing this text during the Advent and 
Christmas season for over a century and a half: Sing, ye heights of 
heaven, his praises; Angels and archangels, sing! Wheresoever ye be, 
ye faithful, Let your joyous anthems ring, Every tongue his name 
confessing, Countless voices answering, Evermore and evermore. I 
hope you’ll join us for many if not all the services this season! 

First Sunday of Advent, November 28
 Psalm 25:1-9 (Plainsong Tone II.1)
 Lee Dengler, A Waiting prayer 

Second Sunday of Advent, December 5
 Canticle 16, Benedictus Dominus Deus (Plainsong Tone II.1)
 Paul Manz, E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come

Third Sunday of Advent, December 12
 Canticle 9, Ecce, Deus (Plainsong Tone II.1)
 Anonymous, Rejoice in the Lord alway

 A Festival of Advent Lessons & Carols (5 p.m.)
 The Grace-St. Luke’s Choir & Canterbury Choir
 The Memphis Boy & Girl Choir
 William Harris, Holy is the true light 
 Ralph Vaughan Williams, This is the truth sent from above 
 Paul Manz, E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come 
 Charles Wood, Never weather-beaten sail
 Andrew Carter, A maiden most gentle
 Howard Helvey, There is no rose 
 Herbert Brewer, Magnificat in D

Music at Grace-St. Luke’s 
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist

Music
gracestlukes.org/music

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 19 
 Magnificat (Plainsong Tone II.1)
 Herbert Howells, Magnificat Collegium Regale

Christmas Eve, December 24
 The Christmas Pageant (3 p.m.)
 with St. Cecilia Choir & Canterbury Choir 
 John Rutter, Shepherd’s Pipe Carol 
 

 Festival Eucharist with organ and brass (5 & 9 p.m.)
 Psalm 96 (Gerald H. Knight)
 Andrew Carter, A maiden most gentle 
 Howard Helvey, There is no rose 
 Sir David Willcocks, Of the Father’s heart begotten

Christmas Day, December 25   
 Festival Eucharist (10 a.m.) 
 Sir David Willcocks, Sussex Carol

1st Sunday of Christmas, December 26
 Sir David Willcocks, Unto us is born a son
 

2nd Sunday of Christmas, January 2
 Benjamin Britten, A New Year carol

Dr. Patrick A. Scott
Director of Music and Organist
901-252-6323 | pscott@gracestlukes.org

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://www.lunanova.org
http://www.lunanova.org
http://gracestlukes.org/music
mailto:pscott%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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The Work of the Pastoral Care Team
Beth Perkins & Sandra Ireland, Lay Pastoral Care Coordinators 

Pastoral care plays an important role within our faith community. We are excited to have over 20 
volunteers who are committed to helping those who may be experiencing challenges in life, whether 
through loss, illness, or other problems. These wonderful volunteer parishioners will be divided into 
teams and will be available as an extension of the church. 

We can all play a part of this ministry by praying for those on our church prayer list, which is listed 
in your Sunday leaflet and by notifying the church if you or someone you know may be in need of 
words of encouragement, a meal, or just someone to listen. As we head into the wonderful season 
of Advent, let us all be aware that there are those who may struggle or may be alone. If you are 
interested in becoming a part of this important ministry please email pastoralcare@gracestlukes.
org or contact Father Jesse, Sandra Ireland or Beth Perkins through Realm (gracestlukes.org/realm). 

Pastoral Care
gracestlukes.org/pastoralcare

The Memphis Girl Choir Debut 
Pictured below, The Memphis Girl Choir during their debut at GSL, along with Alissa Horn, cello, and the Rev. Laura F. Gettys, cel-
ebrant, on All Saints’ Sunday, November 7. To watch the service online, visit vimeo.com/gracestlukes/MemphisGirlChoirDebut. To 
view additional photos from this service, visit tinyurl.com/MemphisGirlChoirDebut. We are still recruiting girls and BOYS for the 
Memphis Boy & Girl Choir.  If you know of a child who would like to be a part of this special and unique program, contact Dr. Patrick 
A. Scott at pscott@gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6323.

mailto:pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org
mailto:pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org
http://gracestlukes.org/realm
http://gracestlukes.org/pastoralcare
http://vimeo.com/gracestlukes/MemphisGirlChoirDebut
http://tinyurl.com/MemphisGirlChoirDebut
mailto:?subject=
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Confirmation 2022
Confirmation is open to any 
Baptized youth in grades 9-12 and 
will be offered this winter over the 
course of 8 weeks, led by Amzie 
and Maxie. Details are still being 
finalized, but we expect to start 
classes around February. Be the 
first to know when more details 
are released by signing up: tinyurl.
com/YouthConf2021. 

Diocesan Compline and Conversation
This summer we enjoyed making friends from Episcopal 
churches all over Memphis during our Serve 901 Day Camp, 
and we want to keep that going! This fall, we have gathered once 
a month with youth from across our Diocese, organized by GSL, 
Holy Communion, and hosted by St. Mary’s Cathedral. We have 
enjoyed getting to know you games, shared meals, and compline 
with music to close the evening. This event is open to all youth 
in grades 6-12 and lasts from 6-7 p.m. Our next two dates are 
November 28 and December 19.

Confirmation, Compline, Advent and the Big Easy
Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation

Youth Formation 
gracestlukes.org/youth-formation

Harry Potter Advent Club
This year we are proud to offer two seasonal devotion series for 
our youth! During the season of Advent, we will explore faith 
and scripture through the lens of Harry Potter! Join a house and 
be a part of the fun as we draw connections between scripture 
and the vast world of Hogwarts. Join us weekly as we sort houses, 
decorate the great hall, and unveil the gospel symbolism richly 
woven into the stories of Harry, Ron, and Hermione. We plan to 
meet weekly from 5-6 p.m. in the Red Room. 

Wed., Dec. 1  Harry Potter Advent 1: 
   Sorting Hat Night 
Wed., Dec. 8  Harry Potter Advent 2: 
   The Gospels at Hogwarts 
Wed., Dec. 15  Harry Potter Advent 3: 
   A Very Potter Christmas Party 
Mon., Dec. 20  Harry Potter Advent 4: 
   Where the Story Ends, and We Begin 

Amzie Williams
Director of Youth Formation
901-252-6326
awilliams@gracestlukes.org

.  

Whitney Plantation Museum is
the only museum in Louisiana
with an exclusive focus on the

lives of enslaved people. Here, we
will learn about the history of

slavery on a southern Louisiana
sugarcane plantation.

The National WWII Museum's
exhibits cover the epic and global
scale of the war that changed the
world. Exhibits highlight the role
of world leaders, & the everyday

men and women. 
 
 
 

And much much more! We still are
planning some of the details, but

expect to explore Jackson Square,
the French Quarter, and Audubon

Park. We can't forget the  beignets! 

To learn how to secure 
a spot on the trip, 
ask Amzie and be on 
the lookout in our 
weekly newsletter.

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://tinyurl.com/YouthConf2021
http://tinyurl.com/YouthConf2021
http://gracestlukes.org/youth-formation
mailto:awilliams%40gracestlukes.org?subject=


 The Messenger | Winter 2021| 17

Children’s Formation
gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation

We have had a wonderful fall of trying new things and being creative with how we 
can get together, and I am excited to move into the season of Advent with all of our 
wonderful families at GSL! 

During Advent, we use Godly Play (Pre-K through 3rd grade) to “wonder” through 
the mysteries of this season and learn how to get ready for Christmas. Godly Play puts 
a big emphasis on the act of getting ready, and it is a skill needed more and more in 
our world of instant gratification. I am so excited to practice this skill along with your 
children and to explore more about the mystery of Christmas and how it fits into the 

church year! To learn more about Godly Play, check out their website godlyplayfoundation.org.

The 4th and 5th graders will learn about Advent from the prophets that prepare us for Christmas with 
messages of hope and joy through our Episcopal curriculum. 

The Christmas Pageant is returning in-person this year! 
Rehearsal: Sunday, December 19, 11:45 a.m.

Day of Pageant: Participants arrive to Trezevant Hall at 2:15 p.m.
Pageant: Christmas Eve 3 p.m. service with Holy Eucharist

Children 5th grade and younger are invited to be part of this year’s Christmas Pageant during a 3 p.m. service. 
Woven among scripture read by children and carols sung by the congregation, the children’s re-enactment of 
the Nativity will serve as the Gospel reading for this service.

Costumes for all parts will be available in Trezevant Hall prior to the service at 2:15 p.m. If you would like to 
bring a costume from home, you are welcome to do that too! Families who wish to participate should RSVP 
using the Signup Genius link. Please provide each child’s name and age, then select the part he or she would 
like to play and indicate whether a costume will be church-provided or coming from home. 

All participants are encouraged to attend a brief rehearsal on Sunday, December 19 at 11:45 a.m. We’ll be in 
the nave for a run through of the readings and placements so that everyone knows what to expect the day of 
the service. We will keep it quick! 

Day-of pageant participants are welcome. Arrive in Trezevant at 2:15 p.m. to choose from available costumes 
or dress in one from home. Donkeys, dragons, or dinosaurs—all God’s creatures will be included!

Mary Shea Quach
Director of Children’s Formation
901-252-6321 | msquach@gracestlukes.org

Advent and Christmas
Mary Shea Quach, Director of Children’s Formation

http://gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation
http://godlyplayfoundation.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094DADAC23A6FF2-thechristmas
mailto:msquach%40gracestlukes.org?subject=


  Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal School
www.gslschool.org

The 2021-22 school year got off to a great start in August. We are 
glad to be in school and have kept COVID mitigation strategies 
in place to help keep children safe. Low case numbers in Shelby 
County are encouraging, and seeing vaccines on the horizon for 
children age five and above is welcome news! 

In opening campus back up for parent access this year, we’ve be-
gun to return to the normal rhythms of life at GSL. We were able 
to hold Back-to-School Night in person again in August, along 
with a very busy Spirit Wear sale! We also invited the Class of 
2021 back to campus for a fun outdoor Yearbook Signing event in 
September. And best of all, we were able to have fall sports again 
this year, fielding teams in football, girls soccer, cross country, vol-
leyball, tennis, cheerleading, and golf. They all did great! Our 7/8 
volleyball team, coached by alumnae Meg Stephenson Burress ’05 
and Margo Huber ’13, even won the Shelby League tournament! 
(See photo below.)

An enrollment update: We were delighted to hold an in-person 
Preschool Open House on November 13 for prospective parents. 
Now is the time to submit applications for the 2022-23 school 
year, so please direct any inquiries to Director of Enrollment 
Shelly McGuire at 901-278-0200. Our first round of acceptances 
will go out February 14! 

Finally, as you may have heard over the summer, Head of School 
Thor Kvande announced that this will be his last year at GSL. At 
the time of this writing, the search is underway for the next 

Head of School at GSL. Three finalist candidates visited campus 
in October and November, and the Board of Trustees, led by pa-
rishioner Paul Morris as Board President, is eager to announce the 
candidate of choice very soon. Please keep us in your thoughts 
and prayers as we choose the next leader of GSL! 

Calendar Events
December16  Christmas Chapel
December 17  Last Day of School before Christmas Break 
January 3 Classes Resume
January 17 School Holiday, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
January 28 School Holiday, Parent-Teacher Conferences
February 21 School Holiday, Presidents’ Day

GSL’s 7/8 Volleyball team, coached by alumnae Meg Burress ‘05 and Margo Huber ‘13, 
went undefeated for the season and won the Shelby League Division A Championship in September. 

Pictured here are Coach Burress, Caroline, Betsy, Marin, Ava, Eliza, Martha, Stella, Bella, Skylah, Margaret, and Coach Huber.

News from GSL School 

18 | www.gracestlukes.org

Grace-St. Luke’s School had a billboard up at westbound Walnut 
Grove near Tillman this fall for brand awareness and to help 

promote the Preschool Open House.

http://www.gslschool.org
http://www.gracestlukes.org
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Membership
News

Holy Baptism
• Rhett Wilder Brody, son of Liz and Kyle 

Brody (September 18, 2021)
• William Everett French, son of Melanie 

and David French (September 26, 2021)
• Henry Bolton Warren, son of Elizabeth 

and Scott Warren (October 24, 2021)
• Rosa Grace Hendry, daughter of Ashlee 

and Bryce Hendry (October 24, 2021)
• Courtland James Morris and Alison Jane 

Morris, son and daughter of Mary and 
Paul Morris (October 24, 2021)

• Hudson Clark Williams, son of Brittany 
and Daniel Williams (November 7, 
2021)

Holy Matrimony
• Myra Gammon and Steve McHugh Sr. 

(October 4, 2021)
Transfer In
• Mary and Paul Morris and children, 

Courtland and Alison
Transfer Out
• Julia Speed Taylor to Christ Episcopal 

Church, Charlotte, NC
Death
• Lorin B. Allen Jr. (August 10, 2021)
• William Hamilton Smythe III (September 

10, 2021)
• Mary Elizabeth Partin (September 20, 

2021)
Burial and Committal
• The Rev. Jerry Vardaman Crook III 

(August 1, 2021)
• Stella Anne Bain (August 28, 2021)
• Patricia Schneider McManus (August 

28, 2021)
• William Hamilton Smythe III (September 

16, 2021)

Looking Towards 
Sunday

Revised Common Lectionary
Year C

Follow this link (www.gracestlukes.org/
discover/this-sundays-texts) for access to 
Sunday lectionary readings online where 
you may reflect and pray with them at any 
time. Also offered are an overview, scripture 
backgrounds, a reflection, and prayer starters 
to enhance your worship experience. 

Memorials &
Honoraria

Memorials
• Tom Wyatt by Chapman Morrow, 

Patricia Gray, Brian and Kacey Davies, 
Greer and Carolyn Simonton, Candice 
and Martin Carr, Jane and Mackie 
Gober, Suzanne and Larry Busby

• Lorin “Larry” B. Allen by Jon and 
Mary McCalla, Edward T. Taylor, John 
Dillard

• Ham Smythe by Sandy and Shepherd 
Tate, Cissy and Waldrup Brown, Betsy 
and Preston Wilson, Bernard A. Rolfes 
Jr., Mackie and Jane Gober, Alice 
and Matthew Crow, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Malmo, Carolyn and Thomas 
Chesney, Wight Boggs, Penny and 
Adam Register, Bob and Barbara 
King, Candice and Marty Carr, Paula 
and Cliff Barnes, Amy Starks, Sandy 
and Webster Riggs, Rex and Johnnie 
Amonette

• Douglas McClew by Cathry and Doug 
McClew

Honoraria
• Lucy Owens by Daniel Pigg
• Patty McManus by Todd and Kathryn 

McManus
• Honorarium to the Rev. Ollie V. 

Rencher by Elizabeth Brody for Rhett 
Brody’s Baptism 

• Honorarium to the Rev. Laura F. Gettys 
for her Birthday by Paula and Cliff 
Barnes

Altar Flowers, Eucharistic
Supplies During Worship

Grace-St. Luke’s provides two meaningful ways to remember loved ones during worship 
services: altar flowers and Eucharistic supplies given in their memory or honor. Flowers are 
$215 per Sunday, which one or more persons may share in giving, and Eucharistic supplies 
(wafers, wine, candle oil) are $25 per week. To explore and make payments to reserve available 
dates, including dates that may hold significance and have been reserved by you in the past, 
contact Communications Associate Lucy Owens (901-252-6333, lowens@gracestlukes.org). 
Your request must be made no later than two weeks in advance of the desired Sunday; further 
in advance may show more available dates. Once the date is confirmed, please issue payment 
for the appropriate fee (listed above) either online or mail it to the parish office. Your donation 
must be received for the reservation to be considered complete, and for the acknowledgement 
to be printed in the Sunday leaflet.

Altar Flowers
and Supplies

• Sept. 5: Wallace & Loretta Roberts, 
Addie & Martin Edwards Sr.

• Sept. 12: Ronald Lance Ireland
• Sept. 19: Lawrence Paul Busby Jr., Mary 

Girard Busby, Wilbur Harrison Ogden, 
Ethel Garner Bourdlais, Ruth Mathews 
Ogden, Lawrence P. Busby III, Jane 
Ogden Busby, Lee Clarke Busby

• Oct. 3: Mary Frances Statham, Edward 
A. Wright, Betty V. Wright

• Oct. 10: Martha Wharton Jones, 
Meriwether W. Alvis, Jean S. Alvis, Jane 
A. Clarke, Dr. Charles L. Clarke, Charles 
A. Clarke, William M. Wilkerson

• Oct. 17: The Reverend Jerry V. Crook III 
(Altar Supplies), Mr. and Mrs. R. Parrish 
Taylor Jr., The Rev. James Newsom

• Oct. 24: Geraldine Hess Medling, Will 
Hayden Medling

• Oct. 31: Linda Prewitt (In honor of )
• The month of November altar supplies 

were given in memory of Thomas Ryann 
Prewitt Sr. & Mary Louise Jones Prewitt 
and in honor Linda Manetz Prewitt

• Nov. 7: James Dabney Collier Jr. & 
Mary Ann Marks, Jean & Thomas 
Nichols, Seymour A. Spiegelman, Irwin 
Spiegelman, James R. Shaw, Barbara 
Register, Mary Elizabeth Partin

• Nov. 21: R. Parrish Taylor III
• The Advent Candles and Wreath 

Decorations are given to the glory of 
God and in memory of Thomas Hogan 
Sr., F.M. Hogan, Thomas Hogan Jr., J.M. 
Pigg, Wendell Pigg, Charles Pigg, Doris 
Priest, J.T. Priest, Lewis Houser, Kathryn 
Houser, and Harriss Siler.

Please note: All altar gifts are designated in 
memory of unless notated in honor of.

http://www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts
http://www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts
mailto:lowens%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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