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Support Groups at GSL
AA meetings: Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.; Narcotics Anonymous: Sundays, 7 p.m.; Sex and Love 
Addicts Anonymous: Saturdays at noon. For more info, contact Lucy Owens in the church office
lowens@gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6333.

Look for GRACESTLUKES in cyberspace.

pinterest.com/gracestlukes 

flickr.com/gracestlukes

youtube.com/gracestlukes

facebook.com/gracestlukes 

twitter.com/gracestlukes

instagram.com/gracestlukes

GSL eNews
Missing your weekly eNews? Check your spam folders! We have switched to an email service, 
MailChimp, to send out our eblasts. If you are not getting eNews emails, they are most likely 
going to your spam or junk folder. Be sure to add gsl@gracestlukes.org to your address book. 
Need help getting them to NOT go in your spam folder? Contact Lucy Owens, 901-252-6333 
or lowens@gracestlukes.org. 

GRACESTLUKES Mobile App

GSL's mobile app is available for download in the Android and Apple Stores. The app is an effec-
tive way for the church to communicate with you and for you to stay connected with the church. 
You can download the app in the following ways: Search for GRACESTLUKES in the iTunes/
Google Play stores. Follow this link: www.gracestlukes.org/app.

Privacy Policy & Photo Opt-Out Form
Grace-St. Luke’s privacy policy and photo opt-out form may be found on the GSL website at 
www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy.

Worship & Formation
SUNDAY (April-May)
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, In Person only
9:15 a.m. Adult Formation Virtual Speakers
  & Programs as scheduled
10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, In Person & Livestream
4 p.m. Outdoor Holy Eucharist, begins May 2
5:30 p.m.  Contemplative Worship & Music Events,
  Virtual, offered thru April 18
For additional or future afternoon & evening events, 
watch the parish eNews, website, and social media.
TUESDAY 
8–8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live
WEDNESDAY 
6–7 p.m. Adult Formation Virtual Events as scheduled
THURSDAY 
8–8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

CHILDREN & YOUTH
gracestlukes.org/discover/children-and-youth-formation

Parish Office Hours 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday–Friday, 901-272-7425. Clergy-
Staff team available and primarily working from home 
with limited times at church offices.

Clergy on Call for Pastoral 
& Hospital Emergencies
901-252-6334, 24/7 support for members 

Parish Clergy & Staff
www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate
Christi Authement, Athletics Director
Sharon Campbell, Director of Children’s Formation
Jess Steenbergen, Volunteer Youth Formation Associate
Abby Huber, Receptionist & Ministry Associate
Ashley Kendrick, Facilities Assistant
Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate
Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster
Linda Stine, Parish Administrator 
Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant
Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation

2021 Vestry
www.gracestlukes.org/vestry
Grant Adams (Congregational Development), 
Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth 
Formation), Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), 
Mike Davis (Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult 
Formation), George Johnson (Stewardship), Jonathan 
Large (Outreach), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny 
Norris (Social Justice), Charlie Pazar (Senior 
Warden, Administration), Anna Robbins (Junior 
Warden), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational 
Development), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship), Taylor 
Taylor (Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil 
Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King

Pastoral Care
Sharing and Responding to Concerns. 
To alert the clergy of a pastoral matter concerning 
yourself or a member, including any medical 
procedures, contact the clergy confidentially via 
901-252-6320 or pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org. 
For hospitalizations or emergencies concerning a 
member, contact the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line 
at 901-252-6334. This is the best way to communicate 
pastoral needs and ensure a prompt response from a 
member of the clergy or pastoral care team.

Inside This Issue

On the cover: GSL Valentine Food Drive a Lenten Work of Passion.

The deadline for the June-July issue of the Messenger is 9 a.m., May 1. 
Please send your articles to Lucy Owens at lowens@gracestlukes.org. 
For more information, visit www.gracestlukes.org/communications.
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Followers of Jesus are called 
to practice resurrection and 
to trust that God will make 
all things new. As people of 
faith at Grace-St. Luke’s and 
Christians everywhere, this 
is paramount to what we 
say and believe about God’s 
steadfast love and presence in 
all things and all times. 

This time last year in April and May of 2020, the Grace-St. 
Luke’s community, like a majority of the world, was going 
deeper into the unknowns of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
No one could predict the sicknesses caused by COVID-19 
and the score of earthly deaths or passages into eternal life 
that would occur. Most members of the human family 
were wandering aimlessly, fearfully, and courageously into 
what continues to be revealed about new ways of being 
and living. All the ways by which we had engaged in life at 
GSL and every other meaningful aspect in our lives have 
changed. And yet, in common and extraordinary ways, 
we have practiced resurrection. 

This year, we are celebrating, praising God, and thanking 
scientists for the development of a vaccine. Many are 
watching and joining the number of persons being 
inoculated exponentially and longing for some old and 
new ways to gather with others in person and for more 
freedom. We also are paying attention to the advice of 
health, church, and government officials about what we 
can do to help in flattening the curve. Some restrictions 
and limitations remain in place and might be for longer 
than we think is either necessary or our preference. 
Amid all of this, we, the Church, the body of Christ, are 
practicing resurrection.  
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Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church Vision Statement
Our Vision is to be a thriving community of hope, belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, 

and service, and who rejoices in the love of Jesus to transform the world.

Practicing Resurrection at Grace-St. Luke’s 
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

At this juncture in the COVID-19 pandemic, even with 
the priceless gift of a vaccine, it impresses me that now we 
are called as an “Easter people” to explore what it means, 
or might look like, to approach the faith of the Church 
in new ways. The natural, familiar, and longstanding 
ways by which we have practiced our faith points to a 
variety of worship, formation, fellowship, service, and 
community-buildings where large numbers of persons are 
assembled—folks all around! 

Now that things have changed regarding how we gather, 
and we won’t return to what was common, Christians 
are called to share in the work of “Reimagining Church,” 
mindful that ways of being and doing will be different. 
This edition of The Messenger as well as the eNews, social 
media, and worship notices are filled with highlights, 
reflections, and events intended to offer encouragement, 
support spiritual journeys, and emphasize the stewardship 
required to sustain life at GSL. 

Remaining faithful followers of Jesus, the One who 
promises to never leave us comfortless and grant us eternal 
life, may we courageously practice resurrection and trust 
that all shall be well. 
 
Faithfully and blessings as we try, 

Ollie+
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
901-252-6320 | orencher@gracestlukes.org

mailto:orencher%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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The Society of St. John the 
Evangelist (SSJE) in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, is the oldest 
Anglican Monastery in the 
country. It is an order that is 
founded on the daily office and 
hospitality. For me, SSJE is a 
sacred place where I have gone 
for spiritual retreat and time 
away. I have gone there over 
the years for discernment, for 

prayer, for rest, and for renewal. I have missed the monastery 
immensely during these COVID days.

I had a memory not too long ago of one of my times there. 
I had joined the brothers and other guests for a community 
Eucharist in the chapel, which is made out of stone—stone 
and light. I’ve always loved this worship space as it seems the 
stone and light are in such rich dichotomy—the stone is silent 
and patient while the light entering the high transept windows 
is transcendent and radiating, partly because that is the nature 
of light and partly because of the way the brothers greet their 
guests and one another. Poet Mary Oliver once said of this same 
light, “It is a light that gives both repose and energy.” I agree.

With prayer books in hand, all of us gathered around the great 
altar. We sang the Sanctus, we listened to our ancient family 
story of Jesus and the disciples’ final supper, and then we 
watched as the brother lifted the bread and wine. As he elevated 
the consecrated elements, he said: “Behold what you are.” And 
our little, gathered group responded: “May we become what 
we receive.”

“Becoming What We Receive”
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector

Behold what you are. May we become what we receive.

These words, derived from St. Augustine’s Sermon 57, On the 
Holy Eucharist, point to one of the deep truths of Christian 
faith: through our participation in the Eucharist, whether 
spiritual or in-person, we are transformed into the Body of 
Christ, given for the world.

And whether it’s Augustine’s words at the presentation or “The 
gifts of God for the people of God, take them in remembrance 
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith with thanksgiving,” both are trying to say the same 
thing—we, ourselves, are sacred, beloved creations of God. The 
sacrament we receive is a direct reflection of this love; indeed, the 
consecrated gifts are a reflection of how God sees us—blessed, 
loved, and holy. Some days we remember and know this well 
and some days we can forget this goodness, but that love is 
always there, regardless of our memory.

As we walk these last days of Lent and move towards Eastertide, 
may we experience anew this sacred love God has for each one 
of us, becoming more deeply what we receive, and radiating 
this beautiful love to the world. 

Peace,
Laura+

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
901-252-6329 | lgettys@gracestlukes.org

“Reimagining Church” Virtual Parish Town Hall Meeting
Saturday, May 8, 9 to 10 a.m. 

Following two April meetings of the GSL Clergy, Staff, and Vestry with Episcopal priest and congregational life consultant, 
the Rev. Renee Miller, all members are encouraged to attend a one-hour Zoom meeting to reflect on the current landscape and 
future of the Church. Like all faith communities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, Grace-St. Luke’s must now explore and 
ultimately reimagine how we approach worship, formation, pastoral care, service, community engagement, music, fellowship, 
recreation and wellness, and more. What are our values and essentials? What offerings will need to adjust and/or pause for a 
season? What do individuals and households need to be nourished spiritually and stay connected to GSL and one another? What 
things will be key to how we maintain, sustain, and thrive in this new world era? If you are interested in the future of Christianity 
and life at GSL, this parish community event is both for you and will invite your input toward what lies ahead. Learn more and 
register at tinyurl.com/ReimaginingChurch. 

mailto:lgettys%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://tinyurl.com/ReimaginingChurch


Holy Week and Eastertide 
Schedule of Services with Livestream Links and In-Person Sign-up Links

Please note URLs for livestream services: GSL website: gracestlukes.org/live; 
Facebook (facebook.com/gracestlukes), and YouTube (youtube.com/gracestlukes).
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Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday, March 28
8:30 a.m. Liturgy of Blessing of The Palms. In-person only.
 Sign-up 3/26 – noon 3/27: tinyurl.com/PalmSunday830.
10:30 a.m. Liturgy of Blessing of The Palms & Procession with Music. 
 In-person sign-up 3/26–noon 3/27: tinyurl.com/PalmSunday1030. 

Livestream on GSL website, Facebook & YouTube.
5:30–6:15 p.m. Contemplative Music Event: “Light in Deepest Night” 

based on the writings of Julian of Norwich, set to music by Aaron 
David Miller. Prerecorded service will be available on GSL website, 
Facebook & YouTube.

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday in Holy Week, March 29–31
Noon–12:30 p.m., Virtual Noonday Prayer with Meditation from 

“Steadfast Love: Inspiration from Henri J. M. Nouwen” via 
Facebook.

Maundy Thursday, April 1
6 p.m. Solemn Liturgy and the Stripping, Washing, and Anointing 

of the Altar with Music followed by In–Home Overnight Prayer 
Vigil

  In-person sign-up 3/26–noon 3/31: tinyurl.com/GSLMaundyThursday. 
 Livestream on GSL website, Facebook & YouTube.
Parishioners are encouraged to set aside one hour at home and light a 

candle to commemorate the invitation from Jesus for followers to 
“watch and pray” with him on the night before his crucifixion. The 
Reserved Sacrament will be encircled on the GSL Chapel Altar by 
greenery to signify a garden; a priest will end the vigil at 7:30 a.m. 
with Virtual Prayers for Good Friday via Facebook.

“With Open Hearts” Eastertide Retreat at Barth House, Saturday, April 17, 8 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Church of the Good Shepherd and Grace-St. Luke’s adult parishioners 
are invited to celebrate the Easter season by joining Vicar Noah Campbell and 
Father Ollie Rencher for some quiet time, guided meditation, and contemplative 
music at the newly renovated Barth House Episcopal Center on the campus of 
the University of Memphis. Amid the fullness and noise of life, this pilot offering 
provides sacred time for a maximum of 20 pilgrims to gather 
in a smart socially distanced fashion with opportunities to 
walk and explore sacred surroundings. Dress casually and 
comfortably and bring your favorite insulted drink bottle for 
coffee or tea. Online reservations (6 slots for Good Shepherd, 
12 slots for GSL) required by Friday, April 9. $10 fee covers 
refreshments, retreat journal, and music. Learn more and 
register at tinyurl.com/WithOpenHearts.  

Good Friday, April 2
7:30–8 a.m. Virtual Prayers for Good Friday via Facebook Live
Noon–12:45 p.m. Solemn Liturgy with Meditations & Music 

In-person sign-up 3/31–noon 4/1: tinyurl.com/GSLGoodFriday.
Livestream on GSL website, Facebook & YouTube.

1–1:30 p.m. Virtual Walking the Stations of the Cross led by the clergy 
via Facebook Live.

6–6:45 p.m. Virtual Music: “Light in Deepest Night” for Choir and 
Organ via GSL website, Facebook & YouTube.

Holy Saturday, April 3
7 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter 

In-person sign-up 3/31–5 p.m. 4/2: tinyurl.com/GSLEasterVigil. 
Livestream on GSL website, Facebook & YouTube.

The Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day, April 4
8:30 a.m. Outside Worship at Snowden Field with Music. In-person only.
 Sign-up 3/31–5 p.m. 4/2: tinyurl.com/Easter830AM.
8:30 a.m. Indoor Festival Worship at GSL with Music. In-person only.
 Sign-up 3/31–5 p.m. 4/2: tinyurl.com/Easter830AMatGSL.
10:30 a.m. Festival Worship at GSL with Music 

In-person sign-up 3/31–5 p.m. 4/2: tinyurl.com/Easter1030AM. 
 Livestream on GSL website, Facebook & YouTube.
5:30 p.m. No service offered; resumes April 11

Second Sunday of Easter, April 11
8:30 a.m. Worship with Music, In-person only
10:30 a.m. Worship with Music. 
 In-person sign-up 4/5–noon 4/10: tinyurl.com/GSLWorshipSignup. 
 Livestream on GSL website, Facebook & YouTube.
5:30 p.m. Eastertide Concert of Trumpet and Organ. Prerecorded 

concert will be available on GSL website, Facebook & YouTube.

Services for Remaining Sundays in April and May: April 18 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m.; April 25 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 
May 2, 9, 16, 23 (Day of Pentecost), 30 (Trinity Sunday) 8:30 & 10:30 a.m., 4 p.m. (outdoor), 5 p.m. Music in May Series (indoor). 

For more information, visit gracestlukes.org/worship.

http://gracestlukes.org/live
http://facebook.com/gracestlukes
http://youtube.com/gracestlukes
http://tinyurl.com/PalmSunday830
http://tinyurl.com/PalmSunday1030
http://tinyurl.com/GSLMaundyThursday
http://tinyurl.com/WithOpenHearts
http://tinyurl.com/GSLGoodFriday
http://tinyurl.com/GSLEasterVigil
http://tinyurl.com/Easter830AM
http://tinyurl.com/Easter830AMatGSL
http://tinyurl.com/Easter1030AM
http://tinyurl.com/GSLWorshipSignup
http://gracestlukes.org/worship
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How has this experience shaped your faith? What is your hope for the church 
coming out of the pandemic?  
Jenn Gibbs. Though this past year has at times been heavy, it has in many ways 
strengthened my faith. We have all experienced loss in some form and much 
uncertainty.  Just as we have all found new ways to connect with friends and 
family, I have explored new ways to pray and new ways to turn toward God.  
We have an incredible amount for which we are grateful.  As we move toward 
an end to this pandemic, my hope for the church is that we continue to uplift 
each other just as we did throughout this past year.   

Larry & Suzanne Busby. We both believe the Pandemic has strengthened and 
deepened our faith and as a result, has caused us to trust God much more.  Our 
hope is that the beliefs and teachings of the church will sustain us and make us 
evermore stronger in the years ahead.

The Rev. Anne S. Carriere. The Spirit is inspiring us to innovate new ways 
to worship, learn new technology, and reach out to one another. My faith is 
strengthened as I see this. God has supplied us with creative hard-working 
people.

How has God surprised you this year? In what new ways have you seen the 
Spirit moving?  
Jenn Gibbs. There have certainly been many silver linings for our family throughout this past year.  We have been given the gift of time 
to slow down and examine what’s important.  I have found so much joy in the little things…our time together as a family, long bike 
rides with my boys, cooking, a walk with a friend.  There is much I hope to keep from this past year as we continue to make progress 
toward post-pandemic life.  

Larry & Suzanne Busby. God has surprised us with increased energy and dedication to focus on positive actions and searching for the 
goodness in our lives. He has also given us more tools like Compline and introducing us to “new prayers” to grow closer.

The Pandemic One Year Later

I know a lot of people have been saying this, so it is unfortunately diluted the true impact for those 
of us who feel it ... but 2020 has been the hardest year of my life. By the end of 2019, I felt confident 
in who I was growing to be, in both my Earthly life and my spiritual one. But the pandemic created 
a very dangerous scenario; an opportunity for the demons I face each day in my life to strike when 
I am at my weakest.

I am a social creature by nature. I love being around people. And the isolation and loneliness of 2020 
was a waistcoat bound to my chest growing tighter and tighter. Even as the worst passed and I was 
able to be around people again in some small capacity ... the loneliness was there.

I am not proud of it, but I can say I feel like I have backslid in my spiritual growth in the last 12 
months. The communion of my fellow parishioners and my clergy was taken from me and was re-
placed by a sinister feeling, a dark feeling; like this isolation will never end and I will be alone forever...

Then God said to me, “You are never alone.” The sweet voice of God came through my family, who I spoke to more and more. It came 
through new relationships, cultivated in struggle that made the flowers bloom even more beautiful.  And I have had the opportunity to 
serve my parish with my skills in new ways and forms.

After much reflection, I realize that Church and Faith don’t really change due to our situations, not in the ways most of us think.  After 
all, when you refine gold with great fire and heat, it is still gold ... it is now just more pure and lustrous. -Philip Ramsey Rule

Read what members of the parish and clergy had to say and reflect on the topic of “The Pandemic One Year Later.”  
Thanks to Philip Ramsey Rule, Jenn Gibbs, Larry and Suzanne Busby, and the Rev. Anne S. Carriere. 
                 -Lucy Owens, GSL Communications Administrator 

Philip Ramsey Rule

The Gibbs Family
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As GSL Troop 34 continues to celebrate its 
100-year anniversary, we’ll offer insight into 
what a wonderful asset this troop has been 
to GSL’s youth over the years.  Dan Eason 

was Scoutmaster from 1995-2002 & 2006-2013 and Jim Martin 
from 2014 to present and both were interviewed by Communications 
Administrator Lucy Owens for a series of articles for the Messenger.

Lucy: From your reading and research, what was scouting like in 
its early days? 

Jim: In the scout archives that I’ve gone through, there is an 
article from the Commercial Appeal dated September 26, 1922, 
in which the leaders describe activities at the time, including a 
Troop 34 patrol at the Crippled Children’s Hospital.  There was 
a big conference at the Gayoso Hotel back in the day. We also 
have a 1944 certficate from the US Treasury Department for 
patriotic cooperation rendered when the troop helped to sell 
war bonds.  

Dan: We have a few pictures of an old Troop 34 cabin with a map 
of Camp Currier that shows where the cabin was located. 

Troop 34 Celebrates 100 years, Part 2

If you missed part 1 by Dan Conaway, visit  gracestlukes.org/
news/troop-34-is-100-years-old. Watch future Messengers for 
more updates throughout this 100th year.

Since we’ve all had to “do” church differently, what have you found that is 
essential to being or doing church?  
Jenn Gibbs. For me, the relationships and community are essential in my 
church experience.  For this reason, I struggled with the initial shift to on-
line service.  However, I have been so heartened by how Grace-St. Luke’s has 
maintained and nurtured this community through its many offerings in all 
their many forms—from online groups to meaningful children’s activities with 
Sharon Campbell.  Now, more than ever, I feel so grateful for my family to be 
members of Grace St. Luke’s.        

Larry & Suzanne Busby. We think we have had to be more focused on being 
spiritually in the presence of God in our virtual services rather than in His Holy 
House.  This has also caused us to enjoy being in Church more when we can.  
It has developed a deeper devotion.

The Rev. Anne S. Carriere. We have the liturgy that is a constant yet is adaptable for 
new circumstances. We have to have a place for the church to gather, even online. I have 
enjoyed the flexibility of watching services and classes at times convenient to me.

What have you missed the most about pre-pandemic church life?
Larry & Suzanne Busby. We have certainly missed the fellowship of worship and the 
actual serving at the altar and receiving the Eucharist.  We have also missed being with 
other members of GSL and the fellowship of our community. We do believe that GSL 
has fostered new ways for us to be connected in such a good way.

The Rev. Anne S. Carriere. I miss the choir and congregational singing, The Forum in 
person, the meals, the kids, lay people in the service, Outreach ministries, and time to 
visit with people.

The Rev. Anne S. Carriere

Lucy: Many think Troop 34 started at GSL, but that’s not the 
case.  Can you expand on this?

Jim: Troop 34 began at Calvary Episcopal Church in November 
1920 (through 1932).  They spent one year at Bellevue Baptist 
and then moved to St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in 1933.  

Lucy: Troop 34 has long been referred to as “The Eagle’s Nest.”  
Why is that?

Dan: Because of the high number of our scouts who stay and get 
Eagle. We have had high success rates over the years. 

Jim: The first Troop 34 Eagle scout was J. J. Nix in October 1924.  
The sixth was GSL parishioner S. Shepherd Tate in 1931. Troop 
34 scouts to have achieved the rank of Eagle is 284!

Lucy: Mr. Tate celebrated his 100th birthday at GSL in 2017. He 
proudly wore his Eagle Scout ring. Visit gracestlukes.org/news/
happy-100th-birthday-s-shepherd-shep-tate to read more about 
this wonderful day at GSL.

Larry & Suzanne 
Busby

https://www.gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/files/Commercial_Appeal_Scout_Article_1922_original_and_transcribed.pdf
https://www.gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/images/War_finance_certificate_reduced_1.jpg
https://www.gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/images/old_troop_34_cabin.jpg
https://www.gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/images/old_troop_34_cabin_on_camp_currier_map.jpg
https://www.gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/images/old_troop_34_cabin_on_camp_currier_map.jpg
http://www.gracestlukes.org/news/troop-34-is-100-years-old
http://www.gracestlukes.org/news/troop-34-is-100-years-old
http://gracestlukes.org/news/happy-100th-birthday-s-shepherd-shep-tate
http://gracestlukes.org/news/happy-100th-birthday-s-shepherd-shep-tate
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Holy Week and Easter
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist

Our Lenten theme of “Light in Deepest Night” culminates on the afternoon of Palm Sunday as the GSL 
choirs present a choral work by the same title based on the writings of Julian of Norwich with music by 
Aaron David Miller. Consisting of choral anthems and hymns for choir, organ, and two violins with Barrie 
Cooper, Concertmaster of the Memphis Symphony Orchestra, and Marcin Arendt from the University of 
Memphis, this pre-recorded service will air on Facebook Live and YouTube at 5:30 p.m. on March 28. The 
remainder of Holy Week will be equally as beautiful as choristers from the Canterbury Choir will sing for 
Maundy Thursday, organ improvisations and meditations for Good Friday, and joyful music to celebrate 
the resurrection of Christ for the Great Vigil of Easter and for Easter Day. On Sunday afternoon at 5:30, 
April 11, Scott Moore will join me to present a prerecorded concert of music for the Easter season for 
trumpet and organ.

As flowers begin to bloom, as vaccines continue to be given, and as small glimpses of life as we once knew it seem to slowly emerge, I’m 
reminded of the final stanza of one of my favorite Easter hymns, “The day of resurrection!”

Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth her song begin, the round world keep high triumph, and all that is therein; 
let all things seen and unseen their notes together blend, for Christ the Lord is risen, our joy that hath no end. 

The Grace-St. Luke’s Music Guild presents, “Music in May” – Sundays in May at 5 p.m.
Thanks to generous donations to our GSL Music Guild, we are able to offer Sunday afternoon concerts to celebrate music at Grace-St. 
Luke’s. With concerts offered both in person and livestreamed, we’ll enjoy a variety of performances with local Memphis musicians in 
our beautiful sacred space.

May 2: Music for organ duets with Debbie Smith & Patrick A. Scott
May 9: Music for violin & organ with Barrie Cooper (Concertmaster of the Memphis Symphony Orchestra)
May 16: Music for oboe, clarinet & organ with Michelle Vigneau & Robyn Jones (University of Memphis)
May 23: Festival Choral Evensong for the Feast of Pentecost
May 30: Music for two trumpets & organ with Scott Moore and guest (Memphis Symphony Orchestra)

Dr. Patrick A. Scott
Director of Music and Organist
901-252-6323 | pscott@gracestlukes.org

Music
gracestlukes.org/music

Support and Hope at GSL
Jocelyn Busby, Lay Pastoral Care Coordinator 

The Lay Pastoral Care Team offers support and hope to church members who have experienced personal 
setbacks and devastating loss. Also, we provide encouragement to families beginning to navigate 
uncharted waters such as parenthood. By writing cards, arranging meals, and phoning those who wish 
to hear a sympathetic voice, the Lay Pastoral Care Team ensures that parishioners know they are loved in 
their time of need. If this lay vocation appeals to you, please contact Jocelyn Busby via Realm Connect 
(gracestlukes.org/realm) or contact Ministry Associate Abby Huber in the parish office (901-252-6336, 
ahuber@gracestlukes.org). 

Pastoral Care
gracestlukes.org/pastoralcare

mailto:pscott%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://www.gracestlukes.org/realm
mailto:ahuber%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Youth Formation this Spring at GSL
Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation

As we continually march closer and closer towards longer and brighter days, we have been continually 
grateful to be able to gather comfortably outside following safety protocols. Amid Lent, youth from 
across our diocese gathered weekly on Wednesday nights for a Lenten study of the “Way of Love” 
book series by presiding Bishop Michael Curry. Each meeting was led by local Directors of Youth 
Formation, Happening Parents, and Clergy with a focus on one of the principles of The Way of 
Love; Turn, Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go, and Rest. Although I am grateful for many of the new 
forms of connecting and the creativity flourishing in our community, I eagerly await the day we can 
gather for a classic lock-in, a shared meal indoors, and all the other forms of celebration we have all 
so desperately missed. As the days grow longer, I can only hope we will be able to fill those hours 
with such forms of joy once again. 

Amzie Williams
Director of Youth Formation
901-252-6326 | awilliams@gracestlukes.org

Youth Formation 
gracestlukes.org/youth-formation

Children’s Formation this Spring at GSL
Sharon Campbell, Director of Children’s Formation

Children’s Formation continues to be offered through our Virtual Prayer Table at 11:30 on Sunday 
mornings, along with at-home materials Children’s Activity Bags. Our April bag will be delivered on 
Palm Sunday, filled with lessons and activities for Holy Week & Easter. To reserve your child’s bag 
for May, please sign up here: tinyurl.com/ChildrensActivityBags2. To be added to the Children’s 
Formation email list, please contact Sharon Campbell, Director of Children’s Formation. 

Call for Nursery & Children’s Programming Volunteers
As with all great transitions, there will be new challenges to navigate as we prepare to resume child 
care in our nursery and in-person programs for children PK-5th grade. Because GSL no longer 
has its Children’s Formation support staff (nursery workers, Sunday formation leaders, and special 

events helpers), all nursery availability and children’s programs will rely on volunteers in order to provide them. Volunteers 
must be 18 years or older and have completed Safeguarding God’s Children (online training provided by church). If you 
would like to help in the nursery on Sunday mornings, teach a Sunday School class, or assist with special events, please 
contact Sharon Campbell, Director of Children’s Formation for further details.

Sharon Campbell, Director of Children’s Formation
901-252-6321 | scampbell@gracestlukes.org

Children’s Formation
gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation

mailto:awilliams%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://tinyurl.com/ChildrensActivityBags2
mailto:scampbell%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Sunday morning formation offerings (9:15–9:45 a.m.) are virtual and typically on Facebook (facebook.com/gracestlukes), 
as well as YouTube (youtube.com/gracestlukes), and the GSL website (gracestlukes.org/live).   

March 28, Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday

Jesus the Radical: Reflections by the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher via Facebook Live and the GSL web-
site live. The “holiest of weeks” is a perfect time to reprioritize our days and journey with Christ 
through the monumental events and last days of his earthly life. Holy scripture reveals the fact that 
it was Jesus’ radical commitments to love, justice, transformation, opposing powers and principali-
ties, equity, and reconciliation that led to his death on the cross. Tune in to hear from Father Ollie 
Rencher about Jesus the Radical and an invitation for his followers to take up the mantle of being 
radical in the name of Love.

April 4, The Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day

Practice Resurrection: A Memoir of Work, Doubt, Discernment, and Moments of Grace via Zoom. Based on a book by Nora 
Gallagher, Father Ollie Rencher will host a conversation with parishioners about what it means to be an “Easter people” who 
believe that resurrection is possible through God. After the death of her brother, Nora Gallagher spends intentional time explor-
ing what it means to live with meaning. Carpe diem! Followers of Jesus are called to practice resurrection and to trust that God 
will make all things new.

April 11, Second Sunday of Easter

Measuring the Justice of a Society in the Bodies of its People: An Introduction to Health Dispari-
ties, Part I with Dr. Kendra Hotz via Facebook Live and the GSL website live. Join our guest Dr. 
Hotz of Rhodes College and members of the Social Justice Committee for a two-part conversation 
series about how society and this region are doing with the healthcare of its people and opportunities 
to close the gap of disparities and foster more equity among all.

April 18, Third Sunday of Easter

Measuring the Justice of a Society in the Bodies of its People: An Introduction to Health Disparities, Part II with Dr. Kendra 
Hotz via Facebook Live and the GSL website live. Join our guest Dr. Hotz of Rhodes College and members of the Social Justice 
Committee for a two-part conversation series about how society and this region are doing with the healthcare of its people and 
opportunities to close the gap of disparities and foster more equity among all.

April 25, Fourth Sunday of Easter

Being the Church in a Season of Change and Loss with the Rev. Dr. Lauren F. Winner via Face-
book Live and the GSL website live. Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the GSL clergy and 
parishioners have had to learn how to operate in new ways. Episcopal priest, Duke Divinity School 
professor, and author Lauren Winner returns to GSL (virtually) to reflect on what she is learning about 
being the Church amid constant and unforeseeable change. Drawing on past seasons in the history of 
the Church including the Great Depression, Dr. Winner will have much to share through a conversa-
tion hosted by the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher. 
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Adult Formation

gracestlukes.org/adult-formation

http://facebook.com/gracestlukes
http://youtube.com/gracestlukes
http://gracestlukes.org/live


Summer Adult Formation offerings begin June 6
Join us and stay tuned for information about occasional offerings during June, July, and August 
beginning with Episcopal priest, the Very Reverend Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas on Sunday, June 
6, presenting “Wisdom from Our Ancestors.” Dean of the Episcopal Divinity School at Union 
Theological Seminary and Professor of Theology at Union, Dean Douglas is the author of many 
articles, five books, and internationally known for spiritual and academic work focusing on but 
not limited to womanist theology, sexuality, and the black church. She also serves as Canon 
Theologian at the Washington National Cathedral and Theologian in Residence at Trinity Church 
Wall Street. GSL has been blessed to welcome local and non-local guests to enrich our spiritual 
formation and looks forward to a rich summer of special guests. 

Sunday morning formation offerings (9:15–9:45 a.m.) are virtual and typically on Facebook (facebook.com/gracestlukes), 
as well as YouTube (youtube.com/gracestlukes), and the GSL website (gracestlukes.org/live).   

May 2, Fifth Sunday of Easter

Outreach at GSL: Servant Ministry Partners via Facebook Live and the GSL website live. Join members of the Outreach Commit-
tee to learn about the local ministries and communities with which GSL partners to serve others and further engage the Memphis 
region. At the end of 2020, GSL awarded 19 Community Outreach Grants totaling $64,500 and has GSL liaisons between the 
parish and each organization to offer support and identify volunteer opportunities. Explore www.gracestlukes.org/outreach.

May 9, Sixth Sunday of Easter

Insights from Life at Grace-St. Luke’s School During a Pandemic. Join GSL Head of School Thor 
Kvande and Heads of Middle, Lower, and Preschool, respectively, Ellen Hendry, Marti McCloud, and 
Cynthia Burnett for an interview with the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher about how our parish school has navi-
gated remote and in-person learning and supports its families. Established in 1947, GSL School prepares 
preschool to 8th grade boys and girls to become creative problem solvers, confident lifelong learners, 
and responsible citizens in their communities and the world.

May 16, Seventh Sunday of Easter
Special Offering. Stay tuned to the eNews, Sunday Leaflet, and Facebook for an update!

May 23, Day of Pentecost: Whitsunday

Celebrating Pentecost with Presiding Bishop Michael Curry via Facebook Live and the GSL website 
live. In celebration of Pentecost, the birthday of God’s Church, the Most Rev. Michael B. Curry will 
engage in a virtual conversation with the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector, about the state of Christianity, 
the Episcopal Church Way of Love, and the baptismal call to follow Jesus today.

May 30, First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday

The Dance Of God: Exploring Jazz and Dance via Facebook Live and the GSL website live. The relationship between the in-
separable three persons of God (Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer) is a mysterious concept that has baffled 
the world for centuries. Common threads weave us together and yet honor our individuality through expressions such as dance 
and jazz. Tune in for a “live” Zoom dialogue with and special presentation by the Reverends Laura F. Gettys and Ollie V. Rencher. 
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Outreach
gracestlukes.org/outreach

GSL Valentine Food Drive Became a Lenten Work of Passion
Wight Boggs and Bill Pichette

Images of long lines of people in need of food urged me to find a way to lessen the need of 
many in our community. My first thought was to reach out to my Grace-St. Luke’s family to 
help those less fortunate. I believed we could not only help feed those in need but also engage 
those in the parish who wanted to do something while in isolation during this pandemic.

I spoke to Father Ollie who was immediately on board and suggested I reach out to Reverend 
Laura as Associate Rector for Outreach and Social Justice, and the Outreach Committee. From 
there, we made a plan and Outreach advised and helped lead the effort. We set a high goal—
three weeks to raise the donations needed to feed 200 people. Volunteers stepped up to accept, 
move, inventory, and pack donations. Donations of goods and money flowed in. We reached 
our goal and donations just kept coming in!

But then the snow storm brought us to a halt. We weren’t going to make it truly a Valentine’s 
Day event. Oh, but God works in mysterious ways. People already in need were faced with 
food shortages due to the storm. Because of the delay, we were able to reach individuals and 
families whose needs were even more dire than anticipated.

We have discussed expanding our work with Servant Ministry Partners (focused on Community 
Outreach Grant recipients) by engaging the whole parish in Outreach. Like so many other 
plans, the pandemic just about put a stop to that effort. When Wight contacted the team, we 
thought of the one event we did manage to pull off in 2020—the school supplies drive with 
Living Grace. Wight had a good idea of what to do; we just made a few inputs on the how. She 
mentioned a few non-profit agencies in Memphis who serve our neighbors in need. One of 

them was Neighborhood Christian Centers (NCC) Inc., an 
existing partner. NCC’s extensive experience in gathering and distributing donations to address 
the highest need made them a perfect partner in the project. We would focus on gathering 
donations, then hand off to them. The Committee advised following the same method of safely 
gathering donations as we used for the Living Grace event—drop-offs at services and during 
our Sunday More Than A Meal Ministry. Volunteers already working those times agreed to 
help, reducing the risk of more parishioners needlessly gathering. We also asked specifically that 
some healthy options were on the list of needs. Then we added one crucial input—to allow cash 
donations for the effort, especially for parishioners who did not feel comfortable shopping or 
risking contact at a drop-off. Wight added that three Sundays were not enough to collect the 
hundreds of cans and packages of items. She coordinated 
with staff to leave collection bins out every day, which she 

and they would bring in daily. She also worked with Juan Fuentes to trade usable goods in our 
Food Pantry for a future donation when they are able to reopen. Thanks to existing volunteer 
contacts, she was able to coordinate with St. Vincent de Paul’s food mission. They sometimes 
receive donations that can’t effectively be used to feed their daily client base of 150-200, so they 
also donated goods more suited to individuals or families from their stock. Our communications 
went out through eNews and social media, announcements during services, and using a “phone 
tree” to contact parishioners directly. The final act was to schedule (and reschedule) with NCC 
to pick up the overflowing boxes of donated food, personal care, and infant needs. We quickly 
loaded everything with the help of their staff from Trezevant Hall to their truck.



WOW DID OUR FLOCK RESPOND! Great thanks to the many who 
brought food, sent checks or cash, offered their time as volunteers, and 
prayed for our needs to be fulfilled. And of course our thanks go out to our 
Servant Ministry Partner, Neighborhood Christian Centers. You, Grace-St. 
Luke’s family, made this happen. You reached out when asked, you stepped 
up when needed, you saw a need, and you filled it. THANK YOU!

But the story does not end here! Your generosity and love is so great that we 
have received ample donations to enable at least one or possibly two more 
events. What great community! What great empathy! What great compassion! 
So much love being shared! Our GSL Valentine Food Drive became a Lenten 
work of passion.

“May I always remain humble to the works of many hands following God’s path.” –Wight Boggs
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The mission and ministry of our parish depend on your many 
gifts. Despite all the challenges of this very difficult year, so 
many in our parish family have stepped up and confirmed their 
commitment to our spiritual life together. Thanks to all of you, 
our programs and ministries have remained strong.

Our community is strongest when everyone contributes to its 
support. Even in tough times, we take care of each other and 
our parish, which in turn allows us to care for the community 
outside our church as well. 

As with most other things, the 2021 annual pledge season has 
been uniquely challenging. While pledged contributions thus 
far are a generous $1,257,497, this represents a decrease from 
2020. The number of pledges received—235—is less than the 
number we received last year. 

Giving: A Spiritual Practice
support life at grace-st. luke’s

2021 Stewardship Campaign Update
Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate

Every parishioner can make a difference, and every pledge 
counts. The amount of the pledge is far less significant than 
the act of making the commitment to the church’s ministry. 
The church as a whole is healthier when everyone is engaged 
and participates. If you’re able and have not yet had the op-
portunity to do so, please make a pledge for 2021 now at 
gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving. 
 
Chapman Morrow
Stewardship Associate
901-252-6328 | cmorrow@gracestlukes.org

Your Planned Gift to the Future of Grace-St. Luke’s: 
The Cornerstone Society

Life at GSL invites members and friends to invest in the sustainability of our mission, ministry, 
and physical presence in Midtown Memphis. Today, we and the community enjoy sacred worship 
space, buildings, and grounds made possible in large part by those who offered planned gifts and 
provided one-time contributions for tomorrow. Planned gifts of any amount, arranged in the 
present but often allocated in the future, benefit the Grace-St. Luke’s Endowment. Thanks to 
the generosity of a monetary gift during Lent, GSL has engaged the services of a planned giving 
consultant to partner with Stewardship Associate Chapman Morrow and to host programs for 
prospects to learn more about our parish planned giving ministry, The Cornerstone Society. For 
more information, explore gracestlukes.org/plannedgiving and spread the word.

http://gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
mailto:cmorrow%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://gracestlukes.org/plannedgiving
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What to Expect | Yoga with Shantih
Below you can read all about Baseball-Softball-TBall and Spring Soccer and what to 
expect this season. We are pleased to announce that Yoga with Shantih continues.

Yoga with Shantih. Roll out your mats and STRETCH your way into better health. Shan-
tih’s class is distinguished by the knowledge, experience and practice that only 19 years of 
teaching can provide. Her calm, down-to-earth demeanor endears her to students. Classes 

focus on proper body alignment while practicing the traditional yoga postures. Classes are Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. via 
Zoom. Details available at gracestlukes.org/events/yoga-with-shantih. 

Christi Authement, Recreation & Wellness Director
901-252-6325 | cauthement@gracestlukes.org

Recreation & Wellness
gracestlukes.org/athletics

Spring Soccer
What to Expect

1. SEASON BEGINS April 10. Games 
are Saturday mornings and afternoons 
and held at GSL and away fields. The 
season ends May 15. We play Spring 
Soccer in the ESCRA League and soccer 
information may be found on the 
ESCRA website: escrasports.org/sports/
soccer.

2. SOCCER UNIFORMS are provided 
by GSL (jersey and shorts). Players will 
provide their own RED soccer socks. 
The uniforms will be distributed by the 
coaches before the season begins.  

3. GSL RECYCLES UNIFORMS each 
year to keep the replacement costs low. 
Please return your uniform to your 
coach at the end of the season.  

4. SPRING SOCCER is an extended 
season. Our main season is in the fall. 
So, team photos and trophies are not 
provided during this season. 

Visit our website for current information: 
gracestlukes.org/spring-soccer. If you have any 
questions, contact Christi Authement at 901-
825-7353 or cauthement@gracestlukes.org. 

Baseball, Softball & T-Ball | What To Expect

1) TEAM ASSIGNMENTS are made according to each individual’s grade and ability, with 
an effort to make the teams as even as possible.

2) By tradition, recreational league coaches are VOLUNTEER PARENT COACHES. If 
needed, we make every effort to equip coaches with knowledge and assistance in order to 
provide quality coaching.

3) PRACTICES may begin first week in April and are most often held at the GSL and 
Tobey Fields. Coaches generally have one/two weekly pre-season practices and typically 
drop practices once the season begins. Please contact Christi Authement at 901-825-
7353 if you have not heard from your coach by April 1. 

4) COACHES EXPECTATIONS: As part of the commitment to play, coaches expect 
players to make practices and games a priority and be on time for both. Playing for a 
team is not only an individual commitment but also a team commitment. Coaches may 
have a “Parent Meeting” at the beginning of the season to discuss the expectations of 
coaches and parents and to review team rules, etc. IMPORTANT: Parents, please advise 
your coaches about your summer vacation plans. This will affect team planning. 

5) The SEASON is May 3–28. There are two games per week (Mon/Thur or Tue/Fri) at 
5:15/30 p.m. or 6:15/30/45 p.m. Game schedules will be available at the end of April. 
GSL home games are at the GSL Field (2233 Harbert Ave).

6) TEAM PHOTOS at the GSL field, time TBA. Rain-out location is in the GSL Gym. 
Photos will be distributed by the coaches at the end of the season.

7) UNIFORMS are provided by GSL and will be distributed by the coaches to the players 
a week before the season begins. Uniforms MUST be returned to the coaches at the end 
of the season. 

8) GSL RECYCLES UNIFORMS each year to keep the uniform replacement costs low. 
We ask that players return the baseball/softball/t-ball pants, jerseys and belts (players may 
keep their socks and hats/visors).  Coaches will collect uniforms at the end of the season.

9) TROPHIES are provided by GSL. Coaches will distribute the trophies at the end of the 
season.

10) Many teams have an END OF THE YEAR PARTY, which is organized by the parents. This 
is a great opportunity for coaches to distribute pictures, trophies and collect all uniforms!

Visit our website for current information: gracestlukes.org/playball. If you have any questions, 
please contact Christi Authement at 901-825-7353 or cauthement@gracestlukes.org.

http://gracestlukes.org/events/yoga-with-shantih
mailto:cauthement%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://escrasports.org/sports/soccer
http://escrasports.org/sports/soccer
http://gracestlukes.org/spring-soccer
mailto:cauthement%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://gracestlukes.org/playball
mailto:cauthement%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Social Justice
gracestlukes.org/social-justice

MICAH—Expanding Grace St. Luke’s Commitment to Equity; 
from the Pew to the Public Square

My humanity is bound up in yours, for we can only be human together. –Desmond Tutu 

Grace-St. Luke’s has formed a Core Team for participating in the Memphis Interfaith Coalition for Action and 
Hope or MICAH. This partnership of community and faith-based organizations joined together to address issues of 
social justice in the greater Memphis area. MICAH’s platform concentrates on three pillar issues: economic equity, 
education equity, and race & class equity in the justice system. MICAH’s mission is not to replace each congregation 
or community organization’s efforts to ameliorate poverty and injustice, but instead to amplify the voice and the 
impact by working together interdependently.

The GSL Core team has been meeting monthly via Zoom to discern an appropriate role for GSL to play in MICAH. 
Our January 13 meeting featured a presentation by Meggan Kiel of the MICAH staff. We learned that MICAH seeks 
to “organize organizations” to empower our community to address systemic inequities always seeking to “do justice, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with our God.” On February 10 the Reverend Will Christians from Shady Grove 
Presbyterian provided training on the “one on one” conversations that are critical to MICAH’s strategy of building 
relationships within parishes and the community as a whole based on the organizing methodology of the Gamaliel 
Foundation.

The next GSL MICAH Core Team meeting will be via Zoom on Wednesday, April 14, at 6 p.m. These meetings 
will continue our discernment process and identify opportunities for GSL Core Team members to become directly 
involved in actions that promote social justice. All are welcome to participate in these discussions. You can contact 
Jim Drummond and he will add you to the GSL MICAH Core Team email list. GSL’s other representatives to 
MICAH are Paula Barnes and Becky Mercer. You may contact Jim, Paula, and Becky through Realm Connect 
(gracestlukes.org/realm) if you have questions about MICAH.
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Social Justice
gracestlukes.org/social-justice

Social Justice Committee (SJC)

I’m asking you to make a commitment, a renewed commitment, to live the way of love as Jesus has taught us and to do it by making 
a commitment to go out and bless somebody. Bless somebody you disagree with. Bless somebody you agree with. But to go out and bless 
somebody by helping somebody along the way.~ Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, January 2021.

The Social Justice Committee held our second open Zoom meeting on February 24. Discussions ranged from personal introspection 
(educating the conscience) and how that may translate as group work; direct action from the pew to the public square, and what 
that looks like in real life Memphis, Tennessee, with our Outreach partner, A Step Ahead, as an example; and the Church’s call to 
become the Beloved Community as our journey with Christ. Reverend Laura+ pointed out that discomfort, which is very much 
a part of our work, can be thought of as the 8th sacrament, as discomfort is transformational. We concluded our meeting with 
one-on-one break-out sessions that gave us time to reflect on the work of racial healing we wish to do in the wider community of 
Memphis, the GSL community, and for ourselves. If you were unable to join us, and would like see this meeting online, it was 
recorded and can be found on Realm.

SJC will be offering a two part Sunday morning Formation program with Dr. Kendra Hotz of Rhodes College discussing health 
equity, “Measuring the Justice of a Society in the Bodies of its People: An Introduction to Health Disparities” on April 11 and 
18. Dr. Hotz is the Robert R. Waller Chair of Population Health and Director of the Rhodes College Health Equity Program. 
She teaches courses in theology, ethics, Africana Studies, and Urban Studies. She has published numerous articles and four books. 
Dr. Hotz’s research focuses on the relationship between religious belonging, social inequalities, and health.

Our regular open meetings are scheduled for the third Wednesday of each month, with upcoming meetings via Zoom April 
21 and May 19. Please join us! Questions? Contact Paula Barnes, Jennie Van Deveer, or Nicki Soulé via Realm Connect 
(gracestlukes.org/realm).

Realm Connect for GSL
A MEMBER MINISTRY TOOL FOR EVERYONE!

Want an easy way to stay connected with church staff and fellow parishioners as well 
as stay informed about offerings at Grace-St. Luke's? Join us on Realm! Realm is the 
church's ministry platform through which you can update your own profile, keep in 
touch with others, learn about upcoming events, stay involved in groups, and more. 
For questions or more information, visit gracestlukes.org/realm.

http://gracestlukes.org/realm
http://gracestlukes.org/Realm
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  Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal School
www.gslschool.org

News from GSL School 
By Thor Kvande, Head of School

After what seems like the longest 
12 months ever, we are very happy 
to be enjoying spring 2021 at GSL 
with a positive outlook for the 
months ahead and immense grati-
tude for the growing number of fac-
ulty and staff members who are now 
fully vaccinated. While we remain 

vigilant in observing the COVID protocols we set at the start of 
the year, we are optimistic about our continuing low numbers of 
cases and excited to be preparing for some of our traditional, albeit 
modified, year-end events. 

We were delighted to be able to continue two of our most im-
portant traditions at GSL in February and March—the Eighth 
Grade Internship Program and the Eighth Grade Italian Dinner. 
Started 14 years ago, the internship program provides invaluable 
real-world experiences for our oldest students and inspiration for 
possible jobs and career paths in the future. Neither sleet nor snow 
nor COVID-19 stopped us—and we faced all three this year! The 
Daily Memphian even published a story on the program; you can 
read it here: bit.ly/GSL8thInterns.

The Italian Dinner is a school tradition that goes back much fur-
ther—some of you will even remember its origins as the Spaghetti 
Supper in 1974. Pandemic protocols this year prevented us from 
holding our traditional sit-down dinner in Trezevant Hall, generally 
a standing-room-only affair. But the Class of 2021 was determined 
that this event would go on, so we reimagined it take-out style, cre-
ating a festive pick-up/to-go event in the circle drive instead. 

We are extremely proud of our outstanding eighth grade students, 
who have all demonstrated grit and resilience throughout this en-
tire school year. And we offer a heartfelt THANK YOU to every-
one in the local business and church community who supported 
these two important programs at GSL! 

Last but not least, an update on admissions: The busiest part of our 
season went well and we are excited about welcoming new families 
to campus in August. There are still spots open in select grades, so 
we appreciate your continued positive recommendations of GSL 
to prospective families! For more information, contact Director of 
Enrollment Shelly McGuire at 901-278-0200.

Upcoming Calendar Events
Good Friday and Easter Holidays, School Closed: April 2 & 5
Virtual Anchor Auction: April 15-17
Father-Daughter Dance: April 30
Mother-Son Event: May 2 
Honors Chapel: May 21
Last Day for Preschool and SK: May 25
Graduation and Last Day for Grades 1-8: May 26

Eighth grader Gregory New 
preps customer plates during 
the lunch rush as part of his 
three-day internship at the 
Rendezvous.

Second grader 
Charlie and his 
classmates talked 
about important 
character traits 
of Americans 
they admire 
during a recent 
Celebration 
Chapel. 

Father Ollie 
connects with pre-
schoolers during a 
weekly chapel visit 
at Miss Lee’s.

Parishioners Stephen and Katherine Bush get a family photo with sons Henry 
and John after the eighth graders’ Chapel Talk presentations at a recent All-School 
Chapel service.

http://bit.ly/GSL8thInterns
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Membership
News

Transfers In
• Sally, Dan, Virginia, and Mary Morgan Barron from  

Holy Apostles, Collierville 
• Marshall Bartlett
• Katherine “Katie” Kizer
• Katie Searle

Transfers Out
• Laura Wilson Wild to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church,  

Richmond, Virginia
• John Hardin Carroll to St. Mary’s of the Harbor, 

Provincetown, Massachusetts

Death
• Raymond Skinner Jr. died February 3, 2021
• Beauregard Jackson Branyan died February 22, 2021
• The Rev. Jerry Crook died February 26, 2021

Looking Towards 
Sunday

Revised Common Lectionary
 Year B 
Apr 4 Easter Day
 Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9
 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43
 John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8
 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Apr 11 Second Sunday of Easter
 Acts 4:32-35  1 John 1:1-2:2
 John 20:19-31  Psalm 133
Apr 18 Third Sunday of Easter
 Acts 3:12-19  1 John 3:1-7
 Luke 24:36b-48  Psalms 
Apr 25  Fourth Sunday of Easter
 Acts 4:5-12  1 John 3:16-24
 John 10:11-18  Psalm 23
May 2  Fifth Sunday of Easter
 Acts 8:26-40  1 John 4:7-21
 John 15:1-8  Psalm 22:24-30
May 9 Sixth Sunday of Easter
 Acts 10:44-48  1 John 5:1-6
 John 15:9-17  Psalm 98
May 16 Seventh Sunday of Easter
 Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  1 John 5:9-13
 John 17:6-19  Psalm 1
May 23  Day of Pentecost
 Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14
 Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21
 John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15  Psalm 104:25-35, 37
May 30  First Sunday after Pentecost, Trinity Sunday
 Isaiah 6:1-8  Romans 8:12-17
 John 3:1-17  Psalm 29 or Canticle 13

This link (www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts) is access 
to Sunday lectionary readings online where you may reflect and 
pray with them at any time. Also offered are an overview, scripture 
backgrounds, a reflection, and prayer starters to enhance your 
worship experience. 

Altar Flowers & Eucharistic Supplies
during Worship Services

Grace-St. Luke’s provides two meaningful ways to remember loved ones during worship services: altar flowers and Eucharistic 
supplies given in their memory or honor. Flowers are $215 per Sunday, which one or more persons may share in giving, and 
Eucharistic supplies (wafers, wine, candle oil) are $25 per week. To explore and make payments to reserve available dates, 
including dates that may hold significance and have been reserved by you in the past, contact Parish Administrator Linda Stine 
(901-252-6324, lstine@gracestlukes.org). Your request must be made no later than two weeks in advance of the desired Sunday; 
further in advance may show more available dates. Once the date is confirmed, please issue payment for the appropriate fee 
(listed above) either online or mail it to the parish office. Your donation must be received for the reservation to be considered 
complete, and for the acknowledgement to be printed in the Sunday leaflet.

Memorials &
Honoraria

Memorials
• Kellie Kellett from Amy Huber, Chapman and Mary Chapman 

Morrow, Hilary and Ralph Goodwin, Becky and Billy Schaffer, 
Bella and Avery Schaffer

• Barton Williams from Rob Witherington, Jim and Bond 
Moore, Elise Stratton, Kacey and Brian Davies, Cissy and 
Waldrup Brown, Emily Woodside and Bill Falvey, Martha 
Barnes

• Anne Mullinax Jones from Sharon Taylor
• The Rev. Canon William A. Kolb from Tom and Carolyn 

Chesney
• Raymond Skinner from Tom and Carolyn Chesney
• The Rev. Jerry Crook from Larry and Suzanne Busby

mailto:lstine%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Outdoor Holy Eucharist on Anchor Hill
Sundays During the Month of May at 4 p.m. 

Eastertide and Pentecost at GSL include services of the Holy Eucharist on the lawn of Anchor Hill (Peabody at 
Lemaster). Welcome Hosts will assist worshippers with gathering six feet apart in household pods (maximum 30), 
and attendees are responsible for bringing lawn chairs or blankets for seating. Only bread will be administered. Face 
coverings are required. Digital or instrumental music will enhance the setting. Advanced online sign-up is required by 
noon on Sundays. For information about Eucharist outdoors at GSL, including sign-up details, visit gracestlukes.org/
news/preparing-for-worship-outdoors-at-gsl.

http://www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
http://gracestlukes.org/news/preparing-for-worship-outdoors-at-gsl
http://gracestlukes.org/news/preparing-for-worship-outdoors-at-gsl
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