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Look for GRACESTLUKES in cyberspace.
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youtube.com/gracestlukes
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twitter.com/gracestlukes

instagram.com/gracestlukes

GSL eNews
Missing your weekly eNews? Check your spam folders! We have switched to an email service, 
MailChimp, to send out our eblasts. If  you are not getting eNews emails, they are most likely 
going to your spam or junk folder. Be sure to add gsl@gracestlukes.org to your address book. 
Need help getting them to NOT go in your spam folder? Contact Lucy Owens, 901-272-7425 
or lowens@gracestlukes.org. 

GRACESTLUKES Mobile App

GSL’s mobile app is available for download in the Android and Apple Stores. The app is an 
effective way for the church to communicate with you and for you to stay connected with 
the church. The app is packed with resources such as Sunday’s readings and the daily office, 
church events and news, the pastoral care request form, links to clergy and staff  emails, 
photo capture tools, and more. Best of  all, we can alert you to extra special happenings and 
cancellations via the app’s push notifications system. You can download the app in the fol-
lowing ways: Search for GRACESTLUKES in the iTunes/Google Play stores. Follow this 
link: www.gracestlukes.org/app.
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Worship
SUNDAY
10:30 a.m. via Livestream
TUESDAY/THURSDAY
8 p.m. via Livestream

Parish Office Hours 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday–Friday

Clergy on Call for Pastoral 
& Hospital Emergencies
901-252-6334 

Parish Clergy & Staff
www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Interim Associate Rector
The Rev. Meredith Jane Day, Curate
Christi Authement, Athletics Director
Sharon Campbell, Director of  Children’s Formation
Addison Combs, Youth Formation Associate
Abby Huber, Receptionist & Ministry Associate
Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate
Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of  Music & Organist
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster
Linda Stine, Parish Administrator 
Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant
Amzie Williams, Director of  Youth Formation

2020 Vestry & Treasurer
www.gracestlukes.org/vestry
Grant Adams (Worship & Liturgy), Jimpsie 
Ayres (Congregational Development), Wight 
Boggs (Clerk, Fellowship), Patrick Burnett 
(Youth Formation), Nina Callan (Pastoral 
Care), Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), 
Mike Davis (Athletics), Jim Greer (Worship 
& Liturgy), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), 
Jonathan Large (Outreach), Stinson Liles (Social 
Justice), Charlie Pazar (Jr. Warden, Property, 
Stewardship), Anna Robbins (Congregational 
Development), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship), 
Bev Trojan (Treasurer), Simon Wadsworth (Sr. 
Warden, Administration & Communications, 
Stewardship)

Support Groups at GSL

GSL’s support groups: AA, NA, CoDA, 
and SLAA are not meeting in person 

at Grace-St. Luke’s at this time.

For more info, contact Lucy Owens 
in the church office

lowens@gracestlukes.org or 901-272-7425.
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In all seasons of  life, the 
Church, the body of  Christ, is 
called to walk by faith, not by 
sight, and to journey through 
change – together. This 
definitely is the case as we find 
ourselves, an Easter people, 
navigating the unchartered 
waters of  the COVID-19 
pandemic and its implications 
for our common life – short 
and long term. The timing 

of  this edition of  The Messenger is due to changes to how 
we have operated, event offerings, and what normally is 
communicated.

Today, the Church is learning to live anew and grow, while 
practicing physical distancing and mindful of  our mission 
to restore all people to unity with God and each other in 
Christ. I suspect each member of  the body is being stretched 
in ways that might make it hard to return to some old ways 
or, at least, is having experiences that will create significant 
memories. My learnings are many, journal is fuller than ever, 
and I look forward to exchanging stories with you.

To be the Church and provide strength for the journey, 
personal contacts are being made by clergy, staff, and fellow 
parishioners via phone, letters, special deliveries, and some 
emails. Many are engaging in congregational life virtually 
through worship, formation, and fellowship offerings, and 
outreach ministries have found creative ways to serve the 
destitute and needy. Countless households are living into the 
adjustments and complexities as well as the privileged benefit 
of  tele-work, education, shopping, and even socializing. 

The Church is in prayer for youth and families wading 
through the natural disappointments associated with the 
inability to gather in person for the normal long-awaited 
spring socials, assemblies, and graduations. Thankfully, 
school administrations are finding ways to celebrate 
graduates and acknowledge that their significance is 
paramount, as are those preparing to receive new students. 
Still, we long to be together again, as soon as possible, and 

Being The Church In All Seasons
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

we likely share the sentiment of  a mixture of  fear, anxiety, 
and hope, because “this too shall pass.”

In all of  these situations and more that you can add, the 
Church is learning how to be, namely how to be companions 
on the way with fellow members of  the body of  Christ and 
all people created in the image of  God. Jesus reminds his 
followers that he will be with them always and that all shall 
be well – in all seasons. May God bless us as we try daily to 
live into what it means to be the Church, which is called to 
thrive beyond and within its walls - by its members.

Eastertide blessings and peace,

Ollie+

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher
901-252-6320 | orencher@gracestlukes.org

Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church Vision Statement
Our Vision is to be a thriving community of  hope, belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, 

and service, and who rejoices in the love of  Jesus to transform the world.

Weekly Virtual Offerngs Continue

Sunday: Worship, 10:30 a.m. livestream on our website and 
via Facebook Live

Tuesday: Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live, 8 until 
8:15 p.m. 

Wednesday: Midweek Christian Formation (Facebook Live 
or prerecorded video), 5:30 until 6 p.m. (Topic announced 
on preceding Friday) | April 22 “Cultivating Compassion in 
the time of  COVID-19” with the Rev. Meredith Jane Day 
via Facebook Live. April 29 “Eastertide Poetry and Stories” 
with the Rev. Katherine M. Bush via prerecorded video

Thursday: Men’s Fellowship via Zoom, 7 until 7:45 a.m. 
Thursday: Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live, 8 

until 8:15 p.m. 
Friday: “Connect with the Clergy & Friends: 30-Minute 

Fellowship” on Zoom, Noon.  
Friday: Afternoon eNews about the upcoming Sunday and 

what’s ahead next week.

Keep up to date
www.gracestlukes.org/news/weekly-virtual-offerings.

mailto:orencher%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
https://www.gracestlukes.org/news/weekly-virtual-offerings.
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Outreach Ministry
Time to Roll Up Our Sleeves!

by Bill Pichette

“What has changed my life is when I’ve rolled up my sleeves, gotten outside my comfort 
zone, and worked alongside others to make a difference.” 
        - The Rt. Rev. Phoebe Roaf

Bishop Phoebe’s visit and talk, I think, set us up for success. Every now and then, we 
need to pick a point in time to make a change, a renewal, or a minor adjustment. This 
might be a new year, a birthday, Lent, or…the Bishop’s visit. Grace-St Luke’s Outreach 
Committee is making a little adjustment. For years, the committee has successfully 
gathered and managed parish resources, coordinating a grant program that is extensive, 

successful, and appreciated. Meanwhile, numerous individuals and families in the parish have stepped up by 
committing their time, talent, and treasure to so many worthy causes, answering the call set forth in Matthew 25 – 
to feed the hungry, clothe and shelter the needy, care for the sick, and visit the imprisoned. However, if  we’re not 
growing, we’re not living up to the promise. This community’s needs, our neighbors’ needs, are not shrinking. 

Your Outreach Committee is looking to grow. First, we need a larger team to more effectively garner support and 
manage resources. Honestly, some of  us are piling up birthdays. Our first change is to add new members to the 
group, diversifying the talent pool (and number of  birthdays celebrated). 

Second, we are about to discuss how we allocate grants. We would like to maximize impact for our grantees. We 
support eighteen partners with grants of  $2 or $3,000 annually, plus small “pop-ups” – various small projects. Ideally 
we would solicit more funding to support more agencies with the same grant amounts, but that may not be realistic 
nor maximize impact. 

Third, we’re working on formalizing our procedures for better continuity, preparing a way for new members and 
leaving the committee better than we found it. 

Fourth, we would like to survey and gain some knowledge of  where parishioners are now volunteering or supporting 
community partners. We think this is a motivational survey – highlighting some to motivate others. 

Our biggest planned adjustment, though, is to actively recruit volunteers for 
in-house and community partner missions and events. There are so many 
opportunities here, special projects like GraceBuilders or packing bags of  school 
supplies for homeless students for Living Grace; annual (a Camp Able lunch, for 
one); monthly (Sunday Prayer and Dinner at a Dorothy Day House), or ongoing 
(More Than A Meal, tending a community garden with Community Table). There 
are plenty of  volunteer openings to go around. 

Look for ongoing communication efforts to inform you of  all these opportunities 
– please don’t wait for a 2021 New Year resolution to jump in! For more 
information, contact me at picwill at rocketmail.com, or any Outreach veterans 
– Ruthie Lentz, Jim Drummond, Ramsey Rule, Edith Heller, Betsy Black, Katie 
Savage, Paula Barnes, or Carol Ann Mallory.

Extra Care during this Season. 
The clergy-staff  team, vestry, and 
lay pastoral care ministers are 
reaching out to households, espe-
cially our seniors and those who 
may be medically compromised 
to learn how best to support 
them: meals, errands and more. 
If  you or another might benefit 
from such care, or you are avail-
able to assist with this ministry, 
contact the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher 
(orencher@gracestlukes.org, 
901-252-6320). 

mailto:orencher%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Kindred Place—GSL’s Partner in Service
This is the third in a series of  Messenger articles highlighting GSL parishioners serving our community with nonprofit organizations. If  you know of  

a parishioner whose volunteer or professional work should be featured in a future article, please email James Drummond at drummondjamesf  at gmail.com.

There is a special relationship between Grace-St. Luke’s and our Outreach grantee Kindred 
Place, an organization whose mission is to break the cycle of  family violence. Executive 
Director Jennifer Balink has been a parishioner at GSL for 12 years and her children Berent 
and Astrid attended preschool and kindergarten at GSL. She assumed that post following 
the retirement of  longtime GSL parishioner Barbara King who led the organization when 
it was known as the Exchange Club Family Center. The organization decided in 2018 to 
rename itself  as Kindred Place to minimize confusion with the Memphis Exchange Club, 
which founded the Family Center, as well as other organizations such as the Women’s 
Exchange and the Cotton Exchange. Kindred Place and the Greater Memphis Exchange 
Club remain close partners as the club continues to provide funding and other support to 
the organization. 

Kindred Place provides comprehensive family trauma services such as counseling, therapy and referrals for legal or 
financial assistance. Over one-half  of  the crime in Memphis is attributable to domestic abuse. Kindred Place is unique in 
that its services are available not only to victims of  family violence but to witnesses and even perpetrators.  Children who 
grow up in an environment fraught with physical or emotional abuse are more likely to be victims or abusers themselves 
after they become adults. Barbara also observed that during her 23 years with the Exchange Club community attitudes 
towards domestic violence changed significantly as awareness has increased and more families have sought help. 

Jennifer’s vision is to build on Barbara’s legacy such that Kindred Place’s doors remain open to anyone impacted 
by family dysfunction without regard to race, immigration status or income. As with many service organizations, 
the COVID-19 public health crisis has forced Kindred Place to substantially modify its operations. Counselors are 
unable to see clients in person and their facility at 2180 Union is closed to visitors. Nonetheless, the staff  continues 
to assist families in need through tele-health remote counseling which, while not optimal, is the only alternative in the 
circumstances. Kindred Place therapists are available for remote services to anyone, including GSL parishioners, family, 
friends, and neighbors (and those who are alone). Email info at kindred-place.org, call their main number (901-276-2200), 
or submit a form on the website (https://kindred-place.org/programs_services/information.html).

Although she grew up in Memphis, Jennifer’s varied career and family commitments took her to Boston, Jackson 
Hole (Wyoming) and Omaha. She has worked as a teacher, in the art and 
photography field, in advertising and the telecommunications industry. Jennifer 
was a consultant to Exchange Club Family Center during Barbara’s tenure there 
before being recruited to become the Executive Director. 

For the past four holiday seasons GSL parishioners have generously supported 
the Angel Tree project which provides gifts to children participating in programs 
at Kindred Place. However, there are other ways for GSL to assist Kindred 
Place in carrying out its critical mission. On September 30, 2020, Kindred Place 
will host a “Kindred Table” dinner at the Botanic Gardens. The keynote speaker 
will be actor Victor Rivera, a former professional football player, who had parts 
in “Distinguished Gentlemen” and “The Mark of  Zorro” among other credits. 
Mr. Rivera himself  was a victim of  family violence as a child and offers a unique 
perspective on the problem. For information on tickets to the event, or about 
volunteer opportunities at Kindred Place, go to https://kindred-place.org.

Sustaining Our Common Life at GSL. 
The clergy-staff  team, wardens, and vestry 
serve to support the faith journeys of  
households and to foster connections dur-
ing this pandemic season and always. While 
we practice self-care and navigate changes 
that are different and complex, the ongoing 
sacred offerings of  time, talent, and treasure 
will keep GSL strong and sustainable. All 
financials gifts support the administration, 
operations, and life of  Grace-St. Luke’s. 
You may visit gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving 
or mail offerings to the church office. For 
assistance or if  circumstances are changing, 
contact Parish Administrator Linda Stine 
(lstine@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6324). 

about:blank
mailto:info@kindred-place.org
https://kindred-place.org/programs_services/information.html
about:blank
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GSL Communications Administrator Lucy Owens interviewed several parishioners to see how they are faring during the city’s 
“safer at home” period. See what Carolyn Gardiner, Anne Ayres and Kent Cox, Amelia and Ben Cowan, and Ed Hord and Hal 
Wright had to say about spiritual practices, balance, and finding a little humor during this time of  the COVID-19 pandemic.

Anne Ayres and Kent Cox
What spiritual practices have you maintained or started to get you through this trying 
time? Several things come to mind. I use an app called Mission of  St. Clare that has Morning 
and Evening Prayer on it and do Morning Prayer every day. If  there’s a Saints Day, there 
is something special included about the saint of  the day. I’ve used this app for long time, 
faithfully now. I do Yoga every day. And also Qigong, a Chinese spiritual practice, which is 
kind of  like prayer in motion – a way to be able to pray while moving. It is great for breath 
work and it helps with my asthma. I enjoy using Zoom for EFM class. I’m taking a class on 
the Book of  John at Memphis Theological Seminary and get to enjoy great sermons from 

Mitzi Minor. Kent is using Zoom with other health care providers in recovery. We enjoyed the offerings during Holy Week and 
also enjoy Sunday mornings. Of  course, I haven’t mentioned the biggest thing, which is praying all the time for our city, our 
country and all those whose lives have been impacted by the virus. Praying that this time will be one in which we reorder our 
priorities and refocus on what’s really important.

How do you balance your time with all of  these recent changes? We have a good balance. Enough to do, but not any 
have-tos about any of  it. This feels like a time of  sabbath rest, of  being still and not running from one thing to another. Seems 
like there’s a good rhythm to the day. We have a front porch and visit with neighbors regularly and working in the yard (both 
spiritual practices as well). 

Realizing that this is not a humorous situation we are all in, do you have anything humorous you’d like to share? 
How do you keep your sense of  humor? One of  the things is people are sharing funny things on Facebook/social media all 
the time. We’ve kept our sense of  humor. We’ve done things like watching our way through The Office which is fun and good 
for us. Katie is here and we’re enjoying doing things and watching shows as a family.

Carolyn Gardiner
What spiritual practices have you maintained or started to get you through this trying 
time? While I’m doing my morning prayers and giving thanks, I always say thanks for the 
internet. I almost always do compline on Tuesdays and Thursdays with GSL. I do compline 
on my own every night. But this makes it more real. I never thought I’d feel God’s presence 
sitting at my desk looking at my computer screen. I really miss having communion. The 
communion prayers are very meaningful that have been included in the leaflet. I use those 
every day. I’m so appreciative that we are doing this and doing such a good job. I’m so blessed 
because so many smaller churches have not been able to do any of  this.

How do you balance your time with all of  these recent changes? Remember, I’ve not been well for the last several 
years. My activities have been limited for a long time so I don’t have any problem with this because I enjoy reading. I’ve been 
rereading some of  the classics. Finding balance is not an issue with me. What it does do, with this sunshine I sit outside all the 
time as I can. It would be fair to say, it is somewhat freeing that I know I can’t go anywhere and cannot do anything, so I just 
don’t. I’ve been alone for 40, almost 50 years. Neighbors and so many people have taken such good care of  me.

Realizing that this is not a humorous situation we are all in, do you have anything humorous you’d like to share? 
How do you keep your sense of  humor? I would frighten a small child. My hair is long and stringy. My toenails – good 
thing I don’t have a lover because I would kill him with these toenails.

Spirituality, Balance, and Even a Little Humor

continued page 7
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Amelia and Ben Cowan
What spiritual practices have you maintained or started to get you through this trying 
time? We’ve been tuning in to the 10:30 service and really enjoyed it. It’s helped keep us in 
our Sunday routine. It’s nice to hear Fr Ollie’s or Rev. Meredith’s message and sing the hymns. 
I’ve enjoyed spending more time outdoors and in nature and slowing down and observing 
more when we weren’t able to do when rushing around and doing things..

How do you balance your time with all of  these recent changes? What works really 
well with us is getting into a routine and schedule. We have a set area where each person is 
able to work. We take breaks. Work a little. Take a break. We always try to go outside and do 

something during the day. We also have some quiet time and rest time. The children go to their rooms for a break from each 
other and spend time quiet. We can get on each other’s nerves, push buttons. Quiet time helps make the afternoon a lot more 
enjoyable. It goes back to our schedule – quiet time is every afternoon from 2 until 3. The children can read, write in their 
journal, draw, play with a quiet toy. Paul yesterday did his quiet time outside in a hammock and read for an hour by himself. 
They have to separate from each other. This gives me (Amelia) time to do things I enjoy or need to do as well. The outside has 
been the big key for us. Thankfully the weather has been pretty.

Realizing that this is not a humorous situation we are all in, do you have anything humorous you’d like to share? 
How do you keep your sense of  humor? We did watch a funny video of  a person making a face mask and sent it to my 
mom (Gini Mitchell) who sews and has been making masks. So, we enjoy finding funny videos to watch. 
(www.countryliving.com/life/a32196101/funny-face-mask-tutorial)

Hal Wright and Ed Hord
What spiritual practices have you maintained or started to get you through this 
trying time? Obviously, prayer. We pray for family, including our church family, and for our 
leaders to make the right decisions. We’ve enjoyed the online compline. That’s a couple of  
times during the week when we can sit down and relax and refocus and get grounded. We’ve 
maintained going to church virtually Sundays. 

How do you balance your time with all of  these recent changes? Hal goes into his practice 
one day a week. In his downtime, he’s been keeping in touch with the employees that had to be 
furloughed to let them know when this is over there will be a place with them. He’s staying in 
touch with family, sending letters and cards to others. A few family members and friends are in 
assisted living that we call regularly. And we’re reading books as well. Ed has been operational at 
work as he works for a laboratory company. Work hasn’t changed much other than working from 
home 50% of  the time. It’s business as usual. We’ve been riding bikes a lot in the evenings. We’re 
having a Zoom birthday party for Hal’s mother and the same thing for Ed’s sister last week. 

Realizing that this is not a humorous situation we are all in, do you have anything 
humorous you’d like to share? How do you keep your sense of  humor? We’ve been 
watching Tiger King. Everybody needs a haircut. I bought clippers but I’m really scared to use 
them! When I told my neighor he said ‘it will grow back!’  Hal said: Our dogs are sick of  us 
being around all the time. They look at us like “Shouldn’t you be going somewhere now?”

Seth, Paul, and Mitchell got 
all dressed up the day before Easter. 

Pastoral Care: Sharing and Responding to Concerns. To alert the clergy of  a pastoral matter concerning yourself  or a member, 
including any medical procedures, contact the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher (901-252-6320, orencher@gracestlukes.org). For hospitalizations 
or emergencies concerning a member, please contact the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line at 901-252-6334. This is the best way to 
communicate pastoral needs and ensure a prompt response from a member of  the clergy or pastoral care team.

https://www.countryliving.com/life/a32196101/funny-face-mask-tutorial/
mailto:orencher%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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A Snapshot of the GSL Clergy-Staff Team’s 
Work While Working Remotely 

Christi Authement, Athletics Director
Since working remotely, there’s been quite a bit happening 
behind the scenes with GSL Church Athletics. 1) I’ve been in 
constant contact with our athletic committee members, other 
athletic directors, league officials, GSL School athletic directors, 
GSL Church sports participants and coaches, GSL Church’s 
athletics vestry liaison and staff. There’s been continual updates 
(and with this many notifications to all involved) about moving 
extended basketball, soccer, baseball, softball and t-ball further 
into the summer months. Finally April 1st it was decided by 
the leagues (and supported by GSL Church) to cancel all spring 
sports. 2) After cancelling spring sports, the GSL Church Athletic 
Committee members discussed sports participant refunds. 3) 
Refunds were decided upon and I started the reimbursement 
process via checks and credit cards. Each reimbursement 
(and donation) was individually processed and there were 
approximately 300 transactions. 4) Participants could donate their 
reimbursement and some donations were made and contribution 
statements and personal Thank You notes were given to all who 
gave a donation. 5) Several churches, athletic directors and leagues 
are discussing possible sports recreational and health programs to 
keep our participants and church members engaged, encouraged 
and motivated during this pandemic. My hope is that all church 
recreational sports programs are business as usual by the fall, and 
I’m optimistic this will be the case. Godspeed to all on a back 
to normal routine. I’m VIRTUALLY ready for this to pass so 
I can see you in REAL life and give you a REAL hug! I’m truly 
grateful for Grace-St. Luke’s Church staff, clergy, parishioners, 
school, sports participants and coaches and all who are a part of  
this community. I am truly BLESSED.

Sharon Campbell, Director of  Children’s Formation
The day I packed up the necessities from my office and brought 
them into my living room to set up a remote workstation, I knew 
I was venturing into an unfamiliar land that would force new levels 

of  flexibility and creativity. I steadied myself  and approached 
the task as I do most others: with a sunny outlook, gratitude 
for my blessings, and a color-coded schedule. My first weeks of  
remote work were spent charting the map, making a game plan, 
and preparing our children’s activity for Holy Week and Easter. 
Fortunately, this was the year for Resurrection Eggs, and most of  
the supplies were already stashed away. I loved putting together 
almost 60 kits, but my day of  porch deliveries will be a lasting 
memory. What a joy to wave to a few smiling faces through the 
windows, and to hear the shouts and squeals of  brothers and sisters 
playing chase in backyards. On this, Day 37 (?) of  remote work 
life, the land still looks a little strange. My outlook, for the most 
part, stays sunny, but there are times when fear and worry cloud 
my next steps. I’m grateful for this gift of  time with my family, 
in a house I love to be in, with the privilege to continue serving 
the church during this most precarious season. As for the color-
coded schedule, it fell down sometime around Day 12. I looked 
for the tape, but found the empty roll, because, well, BOYS. But 
I’ve learned what I always kind of  knew: It’s not about staying 
on schedule. It’s about staying present. Disconnect exhausts me. 
Connection is energizing. And so I hope to find creative ways to 
nurture our connection as families, as parents, as children, and as 
a church. With God’s help, I’ll be trying, from here at home.

The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Interim Associate Rector
Remember the Sunday school song “I am the church.You are the 
church. We are the church together”? That’s why I’ve been calling 
members who live alone and now families with young children.  
We all are enduring this together. We all need a haircut! We all look 
a little silly in our masks. I live in a retirement community where 
we all have to wear them whenever we’re outside our apartments 
– cause we’re a community protecting each other. Main thing I’ve 
learned so far is how my life is a network of  so many people. A lot 
of  them I don’t even know, but I depend on them. 

continued page 9
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Every Sunday in March: Rite 13 and J2A Formation 9:15-10:10

The Rev. Meredith Jane Day, Curate
Beloved GSL Parishioners: what a strange time we find ourselves in! 
These past few weeks have been full of  planning for Holy Week and 
Easter, as well as exploring all of  the ways we can best stay connected 
through this trying season. In these difficult days, my prayer for each 
of  you is that you would lean into the deep and abiding love of  Jesus; 
a love that can hold our every anxiety and heartache. As best you 
can, cling to hope and practice resurrection. We love and miss you, 
and long for the day to see you again.

Abby Huber, Receptionist & Ministry Associate
My job has certainly looked different lately, but I have absolutely 
loved being able to keep in touch with everybody and help make 
this transition as smooth as possible. I have primarily been helping 
check in with parishioners, continuing to assist those who call the 
parish house office, and working with all things Realm-related. This 
has been such a great opportunity to get more involved with Realm, 
and I am here to help anyone who has any questions. Everyone 
has been in my prayers, and I’m lucky to be a part of  a church 
family that is so nurturing and loving even when we are physically 
distanced. 

Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate
In this season some are calling “The Great Timeout,” we’ve been 
working through the many ways we can be the church when we 
can’t be in church. As always, I try to approach my work from a 
place of  gratitude. I’m so grateful for the technology that allows me 
to collaborate with church colleagues from across the country as we 
explore ideas to bring our congregations together and to sustain and 
expand our ministries. I’m grateful for the luxury of  time to share 
a comforting word by phone, email, card, and text. I’m grateful and 
inspired to “see” so many of  you at our virtual services, and to see 
the support you all continue to give to our parish and each other. 
Thanks be to God for Grace-St. Luke’s, and for you!

Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator
Working from home has been a challenging and rewarding 
experience! There have been times of  waiting patiently for what 
to do next. And times of  how will I ever get this done (Holy Week 
and Easter). The night before the first virtual service on March 22 
using a new iPhone (because I needed a good reason to upgrade!) 
and a new mic to connect to it was a long night. At 2 a.m. I finally 
found the perfect YouTube video to show me how to livestream 
on this new phone in landscape mode rather than horizontal! What 
a relief  to figure that out and so much more. I’m so grateful and 
blessed to able to work from home and from the church on Sunday 
mornings to do my part in bringing worship to you at home. My 
hope is that we can continue with more remote offerings once the 
“Stay at Home” order has been lifted.

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
Life has been bizarre since March 18 when the clergy-staff  
team started working remotely and virtually offering primary 
congregational life events. While none of  my days at GSL had ever 
been the same, such is magnified as I learn how to practice my 
priesthood in physically-distant ways. Most of  what l have known 

and cherished during my 16-plus years as a priest involves in-person 
interaction with all sorts and conditions of  God’s beloved. My roles 
in worship, formation, pastoral care and counseling, administration, 
and even fellowship are happening via audio or video platforms, 
and I have been blessed by sightings of  parishioners around the city. 
Because the tasks of  a rector are similar to those of  a small business 
owner, I regularly visit our buildings and grounds, occasionally 
work from my parish house office, and have assisted with More 
Than A Meal. It has been awesome to connect with Church and 
School community members in many new ways, and I long for the 
time when we’ll be reunited again.

Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of  Music & Organist
Oh how I have missed congregational hymn singing! One of  the 
things that drew me to a career in church music was the love and 
energy I received from singing and playing congregational hymns. I 
look forward to the day when we can all do that again! Until then, 
we continue to find new and inventive ways to provide services on 
Sundays. The evening before the Mayor’s “safer at home” order 
was given to Memphis, our staff  singers, Debbie, Ollie+, and Lucy 
gathered to record as much music as possible to get us through 
the remainder of  Lent, Holy Week and Easter. I’m so grateful for 
their time and talents so that we could have so many recordings to 
pull from for all of  the different services. I miss our time with the 
Grace-St. Luke’s Choir, but am grateful that until we can be together 
again we’ve been able to have solos in different instrumental and 
vocal forms on Sundays – something we ordinarily wouldn’t have. 
One of  my favorite pieces of  solo repertoire we were able to use on 
Easter Day, the great Ralph Vaughan Williams, “Easter,” from Five 
Mystical Songs. “Rise heart, my Lord is risen!” What greater Easter 
text is there?? Daniel Massey sounded incredible singing it, and I 
encourage you to go back and take a listen on the church’s Facebook 
page if  you’ve not yet heard it. I am so incredibly grateful for our 
wonderful clergy and staff  team, the vestry, and the support from 
our parish that make it possible for us to continue to bring services 
in this way until we can be together again. 

Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster
Though church activities are not part of  my regular schedule the 
last few weeks, I have not been idle! I have a private piano studio, as 
well as teach a class and applied piano at Rhodes so those all have 
continued through this time. The first two weeks of  “Shelter in place” 
involved grasping more technology than I ever thought I was capable 
of  learning in such a short amount of  time! But now I have time to 
make fall plans for youth choirs and come up with several “to do” 
lists for the choir room and choral library to start on once we’re able 
to go public again. Hopefully that’s soon – I miss my GSL family! 

Linda Stine, Parish Administrator 
Working remotely has meant that I am doing most of  my work at 
home on a laptop, purchased just a few weeks ago. I am thankful 
that payroll is easily done online. Paying bills online through our 
bank is new, but a much better option for our current situation. I 
monitor our online and text-to-give donations, and checks that are 

continued page 10
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 Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal School News

A Message from Head of School Thor Kvande
‘Our paradigm has shifted, but our goals and standards have not.’
Since mid-March, Grace-St. Luke’s has been educating children age 2 through grade 8 via remote learning. Since then, I have 
been incredibly impressed with our community. 

Students have quickly adapted to a new format of  learning and, while not ideal, things continue to run quite smoothly. 

Families are juggling more than ever now that students are learning from home, yet they are making it happen! 

And then there is our faculty...what an incredible group. They embraced change in record time, moving lesson plans to a remote 
teaching format in just two business days. They continue to work hard to deliver individualized instruction to students.

All of  this is remarkable, but it’s also what we’ve come to expect at Grace-St. Luke’s. We are, after all, committed to being, and 
preparing, lifelong learners. Our paradigm has shifted, but our goals and standards have not.

During this time of  remote learning, we have encouraged our community to think about this time as “physical distancing” 
rather than “social distancing.” The social-emotional growth and wellbeing of  our students has always been a primary focus at 
GSL, and that has not changed. What we need right now is the appropriate physical distance between people to help control 
the spread of  COVID-19. What we need just as much is social connection with each other, family members, and faculty. The 
positive stories that are on the news are all about people finding ways to be socially connected while honoring the physical 
realities of  maintaining appropriate distances.

As I shared with our school community, I encourage you and your family to pull strength from one of  GSL’s Formative Five 
traits: Grit. Our students, and by extension our families, have demonstrated grit time and again. Remember, while this present 
situation is causing shifts in our routines (and perhaps moments of  frustration when we are not at our finest), we must remember 
that we will all be stronger in the end and that, I do believe, will be the finest example of  grit for our children to experience.

I invite you to visit our Vimeo page (www.vimeo.com/gslschool) where you can view videos featuring GSL students. If  you, 
or someone you know, would like to learn more about our school, please email our Enrollment Director Shelly McGuire 
(smcguire at gslschool.org).

I continue to pray for the good health of  our entire school and church community. Thank you for your ongoing support. 

In good health,

Thor Kvande, Head of  School

mailed to the church are deposited weekly. We are so grateful to our 
donors, and for all gifts to the church, large and small. I miss my 
fellow staff  members. I miss being at the church. I miss seeing my 
dear friends. I am looking forward to the day when we return to 
our “normal” with joy and gratitude. So very thankful for Grace-St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church.

Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant
Whether it’s picking up best practices from colleagues or having 
a brainstorm session with Ollie+ to getting advice from Linda 
and facility briefing with Bruce W – and the friendly hellos from 
parishioners and fun chat time with staff  – it’s hard to replicate that 
from home.

Amzie Williams, Director of  Youth Formation
I would have never imagined viewing an Easter service from 

a computer; my mother was raised Lutheran, you see. The 
unprecedented changes we are all experiencing now have left me 
searching for of  silver linings wherever they may be found. Our 
youth now have even more opportunities to “meet” throughout the 
week than before, even if  briefly for noonday prayer or coffee break 
check-in. We have joined together in fellowship from the safety of  
our own homes to watch Space Jam using the Netflix Party feature. 
I now find myself  walking around the house, imagining how I can 
turn everyday things into games and competitions for Zoom EYC. 
Last week we held an “alternative egg decorticating” contest where 
one youth decorated a “Joe Exotic Egg” complete with a tiger egg 
that made me chuckle. While I dearly miss hearing Ollie’s booming 
voice carry down the hall, feeling the wave of  energy that always 
is Biscuits and Bible, and admiring the beautiful stained glass, I 
believe we shall emerge from this a stronger parish with a brand 
new appreciation for the word “fellowship.”

https://vimeo.com/gslschool
mailto:smcguire@gslschool.org?subject=I want to learn more about GSL!
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Membership
News

Transfers in
• Amzie Williams from St. Peter’s Episcopal, Oxford, MS

Looking Towards 
Sunday

Revised Common Lectionary
Track 1  Year A
April 26 Third Sunday of  Easter
 Acts 2:14a,36-41  1 Peter 1:17-23
 Luke 24:13-35  Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17
May 3  Fourth Sunday of  Easter
 Acts 2:42-47  1 Peter 2:19-25
 John 10:1-10  Psalm 23
May 10  Fifth Sunday of  Easter
 Acts 7:55-60  1 Peter 2:2-10
 John 14:1-14  Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
May 17  Sixth Sunday of  Easter
 Acts 17:22-31  1 Peter 3:13-22
 John 14:15-21  Psalm 66:7-18
May 24  Seventh Sunday of  Easter
 Acts 1:6-14  1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
 John 17:1-11  Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36
May 31  Day of  Pentecost
 Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30
 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21
 John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39
 Psalm 104:25-35, 37

www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts

The link above is access to Sunday lectionary readings online 
where you may reflect and pray with them at any time. Also 
offered are an overview, scripture backgrounds, a reflection, 
and prayer starter to enhance your worship experience. 

Memorials
& Honoraria

Memorials
• Ann Ray from Chapman Morrow, Matt and Alice Crow, 

William and Patricia Hayley, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Logue
• Jane Campbell from Lucy Underwood, Barney Rolfes, Bob 

and Babs Ducklo, Heathie and John Colvett, Preston and 
Betsy Wilson, Sveta and Warren Wilson, Marynelle Wilson 
and Douglas McNamara, and Laura and Will Wild, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Nassar Jr. 

• Wesley Emerson from Chapman and Mary Chapman 
Morrow

Honoraria
• Mackie, Jane, and Peria Gober from Preston and Betsy 

Wilson, Sveta and Warren Wilson, Marynelle Wilson and 
Douglas McNamara, and Laura and Will Wild

Privacy Policy & Photo Opt-Out Form
Grace-St. Luke’s privacy policy and photo opt-out form may be found on the GSL website at www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy.

Altar Flowers during 
Virtual Worship

As we continue to offer weekly worship on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
via livestream, flowers are a beautiful adornment to the High Altar. 
One meaningful way to remember loved ones during worship 
services is by flowers given in their memory or honor and said 
acknowledgment read aloud during the Prayers of  the People. 
Flowers are $215 per Sunday, which one or more persons may 
share in giving. To explore and reserve available dates, including 
dates that may hold significance and have not been reserved by 
another, and to make payment, contact Parish Administrator 
Linda Stine (lstine@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6324).

Realm Connect for GSL
A MEMBER MINISTRY TOOL FOR EVERYONE!

Want an easy way to stay connected with 
church staff and fellow parishioners as well 
as stay informed about offerings at Grace-
St. Luke’s? Join us on Realm! Realm is the 
church’s ministry platform through which you 
can update your own profile, keep in touch 
with others, learn about upcoming events, stay 
involved in groups, and more. For questions or 
more information, visit gracestlukes.org/realm.

http://www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy
http://gracestlukes.org/realm
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Dear Fellow Parishioners,

On behalf  of  the Vestry, I am delighted 
to share monthly some of  the highlights 
associated with life at GSL, as we continue 
to develop new ways of  fulfilling our 
spiritual lives.

We hope to be back in the Church in the 
foreseeable future, but in the meantime 
we’re very appreciative of  the fine efforts 

of  the clergy and staff  to bring us outstanding online services, 
including a terrific Holy Week and Easter Day program. These 
were very creative in adapting the message and symbolism of  Holy 
Week to an online experience with both videos and livestreamed 
services. We’re receiving a lot of  accolades for our Sunday morning 
livestreamed service and I hope you’ll also join us for other 
offerings outlined on our website, including Christian Formation on 
Wednesday evenings, Compline on Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 
‘catch up with the clergy’ on Friday and a Men’s Fellowship on 
Thursday mornings. Be sure to ask if  you need help accessing any 
of  our services or events.

The clergy and staff  continue to be busy, and with some assistance 
from Church members have been frequently checking in with fellow 
parishioners, and work on further improving our online offerings. I 
am grateful for our new Pastoral Care Coordinator Jocelyn Busby 
who is reorganizing and building pastoral care teams and assisting 

A Message from the Senior Warden  
Wednesday – April 22, 2020  

the clergy with reaching out. I so much appreciate the volunteers 
who are supporting our More Than A Meal program during this 
time of  need. 
 

The really good news is that GSL has received what is effectively 
a grant to help with its operating expenses over the next 60 days. 
It qualified to receive a ‘forgivable’ loan under the terms of  the 
recently enacted “Cares” Act. This helps us do the right thing and 
retain our employees during the period that the Church building is 
closed but the costs and challenges of  running our parish continue. 
The loan will be either all or almost-all forgiven if  we maintain our 
employment during this period, and in the unlikely event that part 
of  the loan is not forgiven it is repayable over two years at a 1% 
interest rate. Encouraged by our Bishop to apply, Treasurer Bev 
Trojan, Parish Administrator Linda Stine, and I worked quickly 
with GSL’s banker to ensure that we were at the front of  the line 
for this generous financing. While these funds are very helpful, 
we remain equally grateful for your pledges, alms, and one-time 
contributions to support life at GSL. 
 

In God’s good time we will be back in our beautiful sacred space 
in Midtown to worship, learn, to serve others, and have fellowship. 
We are particularly grateful for the many positive comments and 
support that we continue to receive. 
 

Faithfully,
Simon Wadsworth
Senior Warden, on behalf  of  the Vestry
901-674-6831 | srcw at icloud.com

http://www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
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