
Advent and Christmastide 2019 at GSL
The seasons of  Advent and Christmas at Grace-St. Luke’s offer a col-
lection of  worship services, music, fellowship, and service opportunities 
to enrich the spiritual journeys of  all who might engage as they are able. 
While the holiday season often tends to speed up and actually demand 
more from us, the days of  Advent invite us to slow down. It is during this 
time that we are called to wait with great expectation and prepare to be 
truly awake for Christmas, the Nativity of  our Lord Jesus Christ. All are 
invited to any and all of  what is offered and encouraged to bring guests 
to share in each experience. In addition to Sundays, 8 and 10:30 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., and Wednesdays at noon, please join us.

Midweek Fellowship and Formation for All Ages,Wednesday 
Evenings in December, 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Trezevant Hall
4th (St. Nicholas Festival), 11th (Caroling, Cookies, & Cocoa), 18th (A Night 
of  Sacred Storytelling). More information on page 7.

Sunday, December 8, Advent Lessons and Carols, 5:30 p.m.  
The Advent Festival of  Lessons and Carols from the Episcopal Book of  
Occasional Services dates back to 1880 in England as an intentional way 
to gather communities in preparation for Christmastide. Rich prayers, 
lessons, and music by both the Canterbury and Chancel choirs will help 
worshippers reflect on the gift of  creation and humanity and the promise 
of  the Messiah, ending with the story of  the Annunciation, when the 
angel Gabriel visits and tells Mary she will become the mother of  Jesus. 
In addition to spectacular music, this Second Sunday of  Advent service 
will be enhanced with candles and icons, and the lessons will be read by 
members of  the Church and School communities. A festive party will fol-
low in Trezevant Hall.

Sunday, December 8, Festive Advent Party, 6:30 p.m.
In celebration of  Advent, the Church New Year, all are invited to 
Trezevant Hall for fellowship amid a spread of  assorted food and bever-
ages and festive music. Tables are set aside for children and childcare for 
infants and toddlers will be available in the nursery. If  you would like to 
assist the Fellowship Team with hosting this big event, contact Parish 
House Receptionist & Ministry Associate, Abby Huber (ahuber@graces-
tlukes.org). 

Thursday, December 12, and Saturday, December 14
Grace-St. Luke’s Partners with Outreach Grant/Servant Ministry Partner, 
Neighborhood Christian Centers, Inc., for “Compassionate Christmas” Events
Thursday, December 12, 5:30-7 p.m. “Compassionate Kids Evening of  
Service” offers a unique opportunity for children under the age of  12 and 
parents to volunteer together. Families assemble 1,500 Christmas Food 
Baskets to be distributed to our neighbors in need.
Saturday, December 14, 7-9 a.m. or 9-11 a.m. “Compassionate Christmas 
Food Baskets” volunteers will assist with assembly of  10,000 food baskets 
for our neighbors in need. Each basket will be filled with enough food to 
feed a family of  four for up to four days.
Location for both events: 2934 Fleetbrook Dr. Memphis, TN 38116
Sign up to volunteer: ncclife.org/compassionate-christmas 
(use Volunteer form)
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GSL Children’s Christmas Pageant 

Rehearsal: Sat., Dec. 21, 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Day of  pageant:  Participants arrive to Trezevant Hall at 3:15 p.m.
Pageant: Christmas Eve 4 p.m. service with Holy Eucharist

Children 5th grade and younger are invited to be part of  this 
year’s Christmas Pageant taking place in the context of  the Liturgy 
of  the Word during the 4 p.m. service on Christmas Eve. Woven 
among scripture read by children and carols sung by the congrega-
tion, the children’s re-enactment of  the Nativity will serve as the 
Gospel reading for this service designed to draw more families 
with young children. 

COSTUMES for all parts will be available in Trezevant Hall prior 
to the service at 3:15 p.m. Costumes from home are welcome, too! 

For our planning purposes, families who wish to participate should 
RSVP using the Signup Genius link below. Please provide each 
child’s name and age, then select the part he or she would like to 
play and indicate whether a costume will be church-provided or 
coming from home.

https://tinyurl.com/2019GSLChristmasPageant
For your planning purposes, all participants are encouraged to at-
tend a brief  rehearsal on Saturday, Dec. 21, from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
We’ll be in the sanctuary for a couple of  quick run throughs of  
the readings and placements for all parts so that the children know 
what to expect at the service, and have you bustling on your way to 
the rest of  your Saturday activities in no time!

Day-of  pageant participants are welcome. Arrive in Trezevant at 
3:15 p.m. to choose from available costumes or dress in one from 
home. Donkeys, dragons, or dinosaurs -- all of  God’s creatures will 
be included! 

Questions? Please contact Sharon Campbell, Director of  Children’s 
Formation, for more info. scampbell@gracestlukes.org.

continued on back page
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Inside This Issue

On the cover: Dr. Patrick Scott joins the GSL Clergy-Staff Team 
as Director of Music and Organist (More on page 5)

The Messenger deadline for January is December 10, 9 a.m. 
Please send your articles to Lucy at lowens@gracestlukes.org.
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Support Groups at GSL

AA meetings: Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous: Sundays, 8 p.m.

CoDA: Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 
Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous: 
Thursdays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at noon

For more info, contact Lucy in the office: 
lucy@gracestlukes.org or 901-272-7425.

 

Look for GRACESTLUKES in cyberspace.

pinterest.com/gracestlukes 

flickr.com/gracestlukes

youtube.com/gracestlukes

facebook.com/gracestlukes 

twitter.com/gracestlukes

instagram.com/gracestlukes

GSL eNews
Missing your weekly eNews? Check your spam folders! We have switched to an email service, 
MailChimp, to send out our eblasts. If  you are not getting eNews emails, they are most likely 
going to your spam or junk folder. Be sure to add gsl@gracestlukes.org to your address book. 
Need help getting them to NOT go in your spam folder? Contact Lucy Owens, 901-272-7425 
or lucy@gracestlukes.org. 

GRACESTLUKES Mobile App

GSL's mobile app is available for download in the Android and Apple Stores. The app is an 
effective way for the church to communicate with you and for you to stay connected with 
the church. The app is packed with resources such as Sunday's readings and the daily office, 
church events and news, the pastoral care request form, links to clergy and staff  emails, 
photo capture tools, and more. Best of  all, we can alert you to extra special happenings and 
cancellations via the app's push notifications system. You can download the app in the fol-
lowing ways: Search for GRACESTLUKES in the iTunes/Google Play stores. Follow this 
link: www.gracestlukes.org/app.
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Worship & Fellowship
SUNDAY
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist
8:45 a.m. Community Breakfast
9:15 a.m. Christian Formation Classes
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
11:45 a.m. Coffee Hour
5:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist
Nursery available 7:30 a.m. 'til end of  10:30 service
WEDNESDAY
Noon in the Chapel
30-minute service without music

Parish Office Hours 
be closed on Fridays. On Fridays, dial the Clergy 
on Call for any facilities emergencies.

Clergy on Call for Pastoral 
& Hospital Emergencies
901-252-6334 

Parish Clergy & Staff
www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Interim Associate Rector
The Rev. Meredith Jane Day, Curate
Christi Authement, Athletics Director
Sharon Campbell, Director of  Children’s Formation
Addison Combs, Youth Formation Associate
Abby Huber, Receptionist & Ministry Associate
Sandra Kendrick, Assistant Facilities Assistant
Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate
Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of  Music & Organist
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster
Linda Stine, Parish Administrator 
Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant
Amzie Williams, Director of  Youth Formation

2019 Vestry & Treasurer
www.gracestlukes.org/vestry
Grant Adams (Worship), Jimpsie Ayres 
(Congregational Development), Wight 
Boggs (Fellowship), Patrick Burnett (Jr. 
Warden & Youth Formation), Nina Callan 
(Pastoral Care), Jim Greer (Worship), Linda 
Khumalo (Worship), Stinson Liles (Outreach 
& Justice), Julia McDonald (Clerk & 
Children’s Formation), Murray McKay (Adult 
Formation), Kurt Patton (Sr. Warden & 
Athletics), Charlie Pazar (Outreach & Justice), 
Tom Stephenson (Stewardship), Bev Trojan 
(Treasurer), Simon Wadsworth (Stewardship), 
and Gavin Wigginson (Congregational 
Development)
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"Peace be to you and grace 
from him, who freed us from 
our sins, who loved us all and 
shed his blood that we might 
saved be. Sing holy, holy to 
our Lord, the Lord, Almighty 
God, who was, and is, and is 
to come, sing holy, holy Lord. 
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that 
dwell within. Rejoice on earth, 
ye saints below for Christ is 

coming, is coming soon, for Christ is coming soon. E'en so 
Lord Jesus, quickly come and night shall be no more. They 
need no light nor lamp nor sun for Christ will be their all!" 
- E'en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, Composer: Paul Manz.

Every year, as Pentecost, our longest and “green” season 
on the church year calendar, culminates on Christ the King 
Sunday, I enjoy shifting into what lies ahead for Advent 
and Christmastide. By design and in its own way, each 
season and its intentional effects are all about the peace of  
God. Check out the full array of  events in this issue of  the 
Messenger!

For Advent, GSL and other faith communities worldwide 
adorn their worship spaces with the peaceful Sarum “blue” 
(color historically associated with the Virgin Mary, waiting, 
patience, images in Advent scriptures of  the night sky or 
darkness) even as “purple” also may be used. Christmastide 
then brings about “white” to symbolize the peace of  birth 
and new beginnings. Amid these colors and their profound 
religious meanings, we read, hear, speak, and sing a lot 
about the peace of  God according to the experiences of  
the people of  God throughout history and in the present 
time. All that is offered during each season is a personal 
invitation for us to become increasingly more aware of  and 
tap into the peace of  God that lives within.

I believe that peace, deep peace, will come through 
our radical engagements in what is offered through the 

Advent and Christmas Peace
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

worship, formation, service, and fellowship opportunities 
of  life at GSL, and by how we might invest ourselves in 
the present and future of  our faith community. 

I look forward to experiencing with you the joy and reward 
that God promises will come as we “wait” for the Lord 
and “welcome” him, yet again, into our lives and for the 
sake of  this world. In faith, may we follow and tell about 
his ways, trusting that “night shall be no more” and in the 
peace of  God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Godspeed and blessings as we try,
– The Reverend Ollie V. Rencher, Rector 

Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church Vision Statement
Our Vision is to be a thriving community of  hope, belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, 

and service, and who rejoices in the love of  Jesus to transform the world.

Investing in Life at Grace-St. Luke’s
2020 Stewardship Campaign

Many thanks to all of  you who’ve made commitments of  time, 
treasure, and talent to our parish for 2020!  Your gifts directly 
support the mission and many essential ministries of  Grace-St. 
Luke’s.  When you give of  your time and talent to pastoral care, 
fellowship, or Parents Connect, for example, you are directly 
enriching the lives of  our church family through your cards, 
meals, and fellowship.  When you give of  your treasure, you are 
making our amazing ministries, facilities, and programming a 
reality.  Your dollars become cans on the shelves of  the food 
pantry, meals in the bellies of  guests at More Than A Meal, heat 
in the winter, and paychecks for our amazing staff  and clergy.  
Simply put, your financial pledges become the budget for 2020.

By pledging your support, you help ensure that Grace-St. 
Luke’s continues to offer hope, hospitality, and healing to our 
community and world.  If  you’ve not already done so, please 
prayerfully consider how you might invest in life at Grace-St. 
Luke’s and make a pledge for 2020 by returning a Pledge Form 
to the church office, placing it in the alms basin (offering plate), 
or pledging online at www.gracestlukes.org/pledge.  

In faith and gratitude for life at Grace-St. Luke’s,
Allison and Steven King, 2020 Stewardship Chairs

http://www.gracestlukes.org/pledge
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Taking GSL Formation 
to the Community Offered 
5:30-7 p.m. at Celtic Crossing

All are invited to Public Theology, a GSL monthly formation offering 
at Celtic Crossing in the Cooper Young neighborhood. We'll see you 
Thursday, Dec. 5 for "Navigating Relationships and Chaos during 
the Holiday Season." The Rev. Meredith Jane Day will facilitate what is 
likely to be lively conversation about how individuals and households 
might healthily approach family and non-family relationships and often 
busier calendars from Thanksgiving Day into the New Year.

Wednesday Lunch Fellowship
The Wednesday Lunch Fellowship (formerly 
39ers) is a daytime gathering for all adults. We 
meet monthly for social time, a catered lunch, and 
program, all for only $6.  We’ll resume our gather-
ings in January with a great line up of  programs 
for the winter and spring. 

Angels Among Us
GSL Angel Tree
You are invited to be a part of  this year’s 
Angel Tree, benefiting the children of  
Kindred Place, formerly The Exchange 
Club Family Center. We are thrilled to 

be able to offer the children it serves new, wrapped toys and books 
from the GSL community. 

Adoption Day is Sunday, Dec. 1! Look for volunteers in Trezevant 
Hall after the 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. services. Can’t make 
it to church that day? Email awilliams@gracestlukes.org to sign up 
online. Please do not take an angel tag without having the adoption 
recorded by a volunteer; we do not want any lost angels.  

Collection Day is Sunday, Dec. 8. Bring new, wrapped toys and 
books to the Lounge. Volunteers will be there after the 8 a.m., 
10:30 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. services to collect items. Our grantees, 
Kindred Place, desire to break the cycle of  child abuse and neglect 
through trauma-focused counseling, group therapy, and education 
programs. They help restore victims to themselves and to the com-
munity, providing hope for a better future. For more information, 
please contact Amzie Williams at 901-252-6326 or awilliams@
gracestlukes.org.

Attention GSL Women

The dates for the 2020 retreat 
which will be held at St. Columba 
are February 21-23.  Mark your 
calendars. Details coming soon!

Christmas Altar Flowers
If  you would like to make a donation in 
honor of  or in memory of  a loved one for 
Christmas flowers, you may send a check 
to the church office (1720 Peabody Ave., 
38104, ATTN: Lucy Owens) listing the 
names of  those you would like remembered. 
You can also give us your name(s) and 

donate online at www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving. Follow the “make 
a donation for altar flowers link.” If  received by Dec. 15, these names 
will be listed in the Christmas leaflets. Dec. 15 is also the deadline for 
any memorials and honorariums that you would like acknowledged 
before Christmas.

Pastoral Care's 
Christmas Card Offering

Stop by the Pastoral Care table Sunday, Dec. 
8, in Trezevant Hall and pick out a lovely card 
to send to one of  our parishioners or their 
loved ones who will not be able to attend 
our Christmas services. There will be a list 
of  names and cards to choose from and all 
you have to do is inscribe, stamp, and mail.  
Imagine the Christmas cheer and joy you can 

spread! Let us provide "O Tidings of  Comfort and Joy" to others in 
the name of  the Christ Child. 

Daytime Book Group
Our next discussion is Dec. 12 with Varina by 
Charles Frazier. This is an open group—no 
invitation or requirements other than a love of  
reading. We meet in the Red Room from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. We will share a pick-up potluck 
lunch.  Bring something to share with others 
and let's enjoy lunch and a nice visit together. 
The group is facilitated by Janie Morris 
(morrishome1 at bellsouth.net) and Carol Ann 

Mallory (cam2269 at aol.com). A list of  books for upcoming months 
may be found at www.gracestlukes.org/events/daytime-book-group.

Young Adults Christmas Potluck

Join the Young Adults community of  Grace-St. Luke’s for a festive and 
fun Christmas potluck! We will meet at the home of  Andy Nix and Nicki 
Soulé on Sunday, Dec. 15, from 5-7 p.m. A main dish will be provided, 
but please bring an appetizer, side, or dessert. All are welcome…mem-
bers, friends, visitors, children—everyone! We will also be collecting 
donations on behalf  of  GSL for Calvary’s Room in the Inn ministry. 
If  possible, please also bring a donation item of  Men’s jeans, socks, 
underwear, shoes, sweaters, T-shirts, coats, slacks, rain gear, hats/gloves, 
blankets, sleeping bags, or toiletries. For food planning purposes, please 
RSVP at the following link: tinyurl.com/YA2019ChristmasPotluck.

mailto:awilliams@gracestlukes.org
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Advent Lessons and Carols with the 
Chancel Choir and the Canterbury Choir

 Sunday, December 8, at 5:30 p.m.

The Festival of  Nine Lessons and Carols was 
first celebrated at King’s College, Cambridge 
on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was an adaptation 
of  a similar service that had been written for 
the cathedral at Truro in 1880. On December 
8 at 5:30 in the evening, the Chancel Choir and 
Canterbury Choristers will present a service of  
Advent Lessons and Carols, using readings, carols, 
and hymns for Advent as we await the coming of  
the Christ Child. 

Festive Advent Party
Sunday, December 8, 6:30 p.m. 

In celebration of  the Church New Year, all 
households and guests are invited to gather in 
Trezevant Hall amid a spread of  assorted food 
and beverages and festive music. Tables for chil-
dren will be set aside, while childcare for infants 
and toddlers will be available in the nursery. Stay 
tuned for more about what you might offer to 
this holiday kickoff  event. Spread the word about 
this holiday event!

Nursery available 5 - 8 p.m.

• Ben Cowan
• Michael Davis
• Sandra Ireland
• Jonathan Large
• Anna Robbins

To read more about our newly elected vestry members, 
visit www.gracestlukes.org/news/vestry-class-of-2022.

 Meet the Vestry 
Class of 2022

Luna Nova Winter Concert

The Luna Nova Ensemble will present its 12th Annual 
Winter Concert at Grace-St. Luke’s on Monday, Dec. 9, 
at 7:30 p.m. The concert will feature works by J.S. Bach, 
Guillaume Machaut, Jehan Alain, Johann Mertz, Leo 
Ornstein. and Grace-St. Luke’s organist Patrick Scott. 
Performers will be Barrie Cooper (violin), Kelly Her-
rmann (flute), Nobuko Igarashi (clarinet), Robert Patter-
son (horn), Leah Cripps (bassoon), Benjamin Minden-
Birkenmaier (guitar), and Patrick Scott (organ).

Admission is free. 
A reception will follow in Trezevant Hall.

http://www.gracestlukes.org/news/vestry-class-of-2022


Pastoral Care Requests

To submit a pastoral care request, please complete the Pastoral 
Care Requests form on the GSL website under the Member 
Central Tab (www.gracestlukes.org/member-central/pastoral-
care-requests). Requests submitted through this online form will 
be emailed directly to the appropriate lay staff  and/or clergy. Al-
ternately, you may call the church office at 272-7425 or email the 
Rev. Amy George, curate, at amy@gracestlukes.org or Amanda 
McGriff, director of  Pastoral Care at amanda@gracestlukes.org.
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Did you know that there are two historically black colleges and 
universities (HBCUs) that are affiliated with The Episcopal Church? 
I didn’t until Wednesday nights, September 11 – October 2 at GSL, 
when others and I studied the role our Church played in efforts 
to remedy the horrific impact of  slavery on our African American 
brothers and sisters in Christ through the Church’s Becoming 
Beloved Community (BBC) initiative. In 2017, BBC was begun to 
address racial injustice and help Episcopalians to grow as a com-
munity of  reconcilers, justice-makers, and healers who share a 
passion for the dream of  God. BBC provides resources for those 
seeking racial healing, reconciliation, and justice through interre-
lated commitments to: telling the truth (about our churches and 
race); proclaiming the dream (of  beloved community); practicing 
the way (of  love in the power of  Jesus); and repairing the breach 
(in society and institutions).

At one time there were eleven Episcopal HBCUs but financial dif-
ficulties lead to closure of  all of  them with the exception of  Saint 
Augustine University in Raleigh, North Carolina, and Voorhees 
College in Denmark, South Carolina.

I decided to learn more about Saint Augustine.

In 1867, the Founding Fathers of  Saint Augustine’s University — 
members of  the Episcopal Diocese of  North Carolina — set out 
to make education accessible to newly freed slaves. The Reverend 
J. Brinton Smith, D.D., secretary of  the Freedman’s Commission of  
the Protestant Episcopal Church, and the Right Reverend Thomas 
Atkinson, D.D., Bishop of  the Diocese of  North Carolina were 
among the founders. The new school, known at the time as Saint 
Augustine Normal School, opened its doors for instruction on 
January 13, 1868. 

In 1919, the institution was designated Saint Augustine’s Junior Col-
lege since the faculty began to provide post-secondary instruction. 
It became a four-year institution in 1927 and was renamed Saint 
Augustine’s College the next year. Baccalaureate degrees were first 
awarded in 1931. On August 1, 2012, Saint Augustine’s College 
transitioned in name and status to Saint Augustine’s University.

Bishop Henry Beard Delany, a graduate of  Saint Augustine’s who 
was born into slavery, became the first African American to become 
a Suffragan Bishop in the Episcopal Diocese of  North Carolina 
in 1918. Due to the Church’s policies on segregation, his ministry 
was limited to African American parishes.

Saint Augustine’s established St. Agnes Hospital and Training 
School for Nurses to provide medical care for and by African 
Americans. This was the first nursing school in the state of  North 
Carolina for African-American students, and served as the only 
hospital in the state for African Americans until 1960. Jack Johnson, 
the first African-American world heavyweight boxing champion, 
was admitted to St. Agnes Hospital following an accident that led 
to his death in 1946.

Throughout its history Saint Augustine’s has excelled in academics 
and technical training. Alumna Anna Julia Cooper, a prominent 
educator and scholar, became the fourth African-American woman 
in the United States to earn a doctoral degree. Saint Augustine’s 
was the first HBCU to own an on-campus commercial radio station 
and television station. Another alumnus, legendary head track and 
field coach and athletic director, George “Pup” Williams, built a 
dynasty in track and field and cross country at the University. Since 
he began coaching in 1976, Williams has coached 39 Olympians 
including three gold medalists.

The Episcopal Church has established the Absalom Jones Fund 
to support our remaining HBCUs. The fund is named for the first 
African American Episcopal priest ordained in 1804. For more 
information on how you can contribute go to https://www.epis-
copalchurch.org/development/HBCU.

Bishop Henry Beard Delany, pictured in the center, 
in front of  Saint Augustine's Chapel, 1918

Saint Augustine University—Part of Our Beloved Community
By James Drummond

The Heart and Hands Group 
meets weekly on Tuesday from 10–12:30 
for fellowship, lunch, brief  spiritual 
reflection by the clergy (11:30 a.m.), 
and continue their handwork. They knit 
warm items for our MTAM guests, make 

pillowcase dresses for the girls in Haiti, and create patchwork 
palettes for the homeless. With happy hearts and busy hands, 
they support our pastoral and community needs. Join them 
in the H&H room, lower level across from the elevator. For 
more information contact Edith Heller (hrheller3 at comcast.
net, 901-481-6124.

mailto:amy%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:amanda%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
https://youtu.be/bN8ZnLhECrI
https://youtu.be/29vx0N7M6nM
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/development/HBCU
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/development/HBCU
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Christian Formation

Sunday Mornings, beginning at 9:15
ADULTS (Parish Hall Forum)
www.gracestlukes.org/adult-formation

Dec. 1 – Gospels at the Crossroads: Navigating Where Gospels 
Converge and Diverge led by the clergy

Dec. 8 & 15 – Bookends of  Gratitude: The Countdown to 
Christmas and Chanukah with Rabbi Micah Greenstein

Dec. 22 – The Sequence of  Advent-Christmas-Epiphany: How 
The Poetry of  Charles Wesley Helps Us to Understand the 
Cosmic Events in the Ordinary of  Life with Dr. Dan Pigg

Dec. 29 – No Class

YOUTH
www.gracestlukes.org/youth-formation

Rite 13 for Middle School 6th – 8th Grade
Location: Red Room, Youth Space
Leaders: Director of  Youth Formation Amzie Williams and  
assisted by Youth Volunteer Parker Pippen. 

J2A for High School 9th – 12th Grade
Location: Room 212 (adjacent McClure Hall)
Taught by Youth Formation Associate Addison Combs and  
assisted by Youth Volunteer Jess Steenbergen

CHILDREN 
www.gracestlukes.org/sunday-school 

Nursery for Infants through Kindergarteners
Infant Room (Newborn–Walking) 
Toddler Room (Walking–Potty Training) 
Little Lambs Room (Potty Training–Atrium Ready) 
Location: Church Nursery with the Nursery Staff. 
Children may be picked up in the Nursery prior to Communion, 
or at the conclusion of the service. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Atrium I: 3–6 yrs: Pre-K, JK & SK; Location: Green Room
Catechist: Sharon Campbell
Atrium II: 6–9 yrs: 1st, 2nd, 3rd Grade; Location: Purple Room
Catechists: Sydney Prather
Atrium Assistant: Theresa Prather; Supporting Catechist: Teresa Betts
Catechesis children are encouraged to stay in their atria during the 
10:30 service. After the Peace, we will process as a group into the 
sanctuary, and children will join their families in the pew.

Project Purpose 4th & 5th Grade (9:15-10:15 a.m.); Yellow Rm
Leader: Julie O’Bryan; Support Staff: Teresa Betts

Following the 10:30 service: Children’s Activity Table (All Ages)
Donuts and kid-friendly fun during Coffee Hour after the 10:30 
a.m. service. Location: Trezevant Hall.
Staff: Julie O’Bryan & Sharon Campbell

Advent and Christmas Offerings at GSL
Midweek Fellowship and Formation for All Ages 

Wednesday Evenings, Dec. 4, 11, & 18
6-7:30 p.m. in Trezevant Hall

Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/GSLAdvent
Mark your calendars and spread the word far and wide!
Join us as we begin new traditions in the life of  GSL! Fan favorites 
from our previous children’s holiday offering, Las Posadas, are 
being folded into exciting new events for all ages. Designed for 
intergenerational fun and fellowship, this special Wednesday eve-
ning series highlights holiday traditions beloved from our youngest 
to seniors. It will culminate on Christmas Eve with a children’s 
pageant at the 4 p.m. service and the other services (see below).

Family-friendly food and tasty holiday treats will be provided each 
Wednesday night, in addition to the activities you’ll find below. Par-
ents of  infants will find rocking chairs and other comfort items in 
Trezevant’s “Cozy Corner” for little ones who might enjoy a quiet 
moment away from the buzz of  activities. Plenty of  space will be 
available for all to relax and get better acquainted throughout the 
evening. Guests especially are welcome. 

Dec. 4   St. Nicholas Festival
Discover the true origins of  Santa Claus as we explore the life and 
legacy of  Nicholas, Bishop of  Myra. St. Nicholas-themed crafts, 
stories, games, and goodies (and, of  course, a PINATA!) will bring 
this lesser-known Christmas figure to life, and you never know… 
we just might get a visit from St. Nicholas himself! Assorted bev-
erages will add even more to the fun. 

Dec. 11 Caroling, Cookies, & Cocoa
Share the Spirit of  the Season with the Central Gardens neighbor-
hood! Join us on a stroll through nearby streets, bringing sounds of  
Christmas joy to homes along the way. We’ll return to the church 
for Christmas cookies and hot cocoa. Get creative at the cookie 
decorating station or sit back and enjoy viewing a holiday classic, 
A Charlie Brown Christmas, with cookies and cocoa in hand!

Dec. 18  Night of  Sacred Storytelling
As the Savior’s birth draws near, we turn our hearts and minds 
toward this most Holy Night. Gather ‘round to hear from and 
share stories with fellow parishioners as we reminisce on themes 
of  Advent and the Nativity. Children are encouraged to wear their 
pajamas! Be sure to visit the craft table, where you’ll find all the 
materials for Nativity-scene (crèche) making, and take home a 
keepsake from this special night. 

Advent and Christmas Worship
 – Sundays, 8 and 10:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m. and Wednesdays at noon
 – Dec. 8, 5:30 p.m. Advent Lessons and Carols   

  followed by Festive Advent Party for all ages
 – Dec. 24, 4 p.m. Christmas Pageant with Holy Eucharist
 – Dec. 24, 7 and 10:30 p.m. Festival Choral Eucharist
 – Dec. 25, 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist.

Download the Fall 2019 Formation and Worship Offerings 
www.tinyurl.com/GSL2019FallFormation.

https://gracestlukes.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d63f9ad1bee3c02ff67d5dd2f&id=3c479826ed&e=b0337aa17b


Outreach Ministry

Church Health’s Christmas Card 
Program Encourages Giving and 

Volunteerism!
Church Health’s Christmas Card program, 
its largest annual fundraiser, is underway, 
featuring “Stars Give Hope – Starry Night 
in Memphis,” a work by renowned artist 
Jill Steenhuis and displaying a magnificent 
Memphis landscape. Church Health Christ-
mas cards may be sent in honor or memory 
of  loved ones, friends, clients and anyone 
who loves the Greater Memphis community.
 

This is a wonderful opportunity for members of  Grace-St. Luke’s to 
celebrate friends and relatives during the Christmas season. Those 
honored receive a hand-inscribed card acknowledging the gift. Cards 
recognizing a memorial gift will be sent to the person specified by 
the donor. An added bonus is that Church Health volunteers hand 
write and send the cards on behalf  of  each card sender. 

“Our Christmas card program is a meaningful, unique way to sup-
port Church Health while keeping in touch with those you love,” 
said Church Health CEO, Dr. Scott Morris.  

Church Health Christmas card proceeds ensure much-needed health 
care is available through Church Health for uninsured, underserved 
people in Memphis. A $10 per card donation is requested.

Jill Steenhuis, an Atlanta native, has lived in Aix-en-Provence, France, 
since 1980, painting in the landscapes of  Provence. After graduating 
from Sweet Briar College with a BFA in studio art, she attended The 
Leo Marchutz School of  Painting and Drawing in Aix. Jill was one of  
the rare artists to have a studio at the Château Noir, where Cézanne 
had his studio in the late 19th century.

If  you are interested in ordering cards, download a Christmas card 
order form at ChurchHealth.org/ChristmasCards. You may also call 
901-701-2000 to request a form. 

ABOUT US: Church Health is a faith-based nonprofit organization 
in Memphis, Tennessee, that provides health care and services to 
uninsured and underserved individuals in Shelby County, Tennessee. 

Each year, thousands of  people and families rely on Church Health 
for care in one or more of  our clinics. In FY2019 alone, we had more 
than 62,500 patient visits, which is nearly 18,500 individual patients. 
More than 85% of  patients live below the federal poverty level.   

With the support of  generous foundations, businesses, congregations 
and people of  faith, Church Health has provided quality compre-
hensive health care for more than 32 years. 

Church Health provides:
• Clinical care, including medical, dental, behavioral health, physical 
rehabilitation and eye care 
• Extensive cooking, nutrition and wellness programs to help par-
ticipants manage illness and take steps towards better health  
• Vast children’s and family wellness activities, curricula and outreach 
to foster whole-child health 
• Congregational outreach, training and educational resources to 
help congregations meet members’ needs and connect faith with 
physical and emotional health 

Our Model for Healthy Living makes us unique and serves as the 
cornerstone for our care and outreach. A balanced, healthy life 
encompasses Faith, Movement, Work, Emotions, Nutrition, and 
Friends and Family as well as Medical.

continued next column

Download full size flyer by clicking this link: 
tinyurl.com/CompassionateChristmasGSL
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Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church partners with

Compassionate Kids Evening of Service offers a unique opportunity for 
children under the age of 12 and parents to volunteer together. Families 
assemble 1,500 Christmas Food Baskets that will be distributed to 
Neighbors In Need during the Christmas Season. 

When: Thursday, December 12 / 5:30 - 7:00 pm
Location: 2934 Fleetbrook Dr. Memphis, TN 38116

Compassionate Christmas Food Baskets volunteers will assist with 
assembly of 10,000 food baskets for our Neighbors in Need. Each basket 
will be filled with enough food to feed a family of four for up to four days!

When: Saturday, December 14 (7 – 9 am or 9 – 11 am) 
Location: 2934 Fleetbrook Dr. Memphis, TN 38116

Sign up to volunteer at ncclife.org/compassionate-christmas.
Use the Volunteer form to sign up for your chosen event(s).

*NCC is a GSL Outreach Grant Recipient/Servant Ministry Partner.
For GSL to fund your $25 suggested donation, contact Outreach Team 
Member, Ruthie Lentz (rlentz@comcast.net).

http://www.ChurchHealth.org/ChristmasCards
http://tinyurl.com/CompassionateChristmasGSL
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EYC News
and Events

December Schedule
 
Sundays, Dec. 1, 8, 15 & 22: Rite 13 & J2A Formation 9:15-10:10
Tuesdays, Dec. 3, 10, & 17: High School Prayer Breakfast 
 7-8 a.m. @ Ugly Mug Coffee
Wednesdays, Dec. 4, 11, & 18: Middle School Biscuits & Bible
 6:45-7:45 @ The Red Room

Sun., Dec. 1 Angel Tree Adoption Day (details p. 4)
 Middle School EYC @ GSL 4-5:30
 High School EYC @ GSL 5-7
Sat., Dec. 7  All Ages EYC Advent Day Retreat 
 @ St. Columba. Watch for an email from or 
 contact Amzie Williams in regards to details 
Sun., Dec. 8 Angel Tree Collection Day (details p. 4)
 EYC attends Grace-St. Luke’s Lessons and 
 Carols 5:30 p.m. & Angel Tree Collection                   
Sun., Dec. 15 Middle School EYC @ GSL 4-5:30
 High School EYC @ GSL 5-7
Sun., Dec. 22  Middle School EYC @ GSL 4-5:30
                        No EYC- Enjoy Winter Break! 
Tues., Dec. 24  No High School Prayer Breakfast
 Merry Christmas Eve
Wed., Dec. 25  No Biscuits and Bible- Merry Christmas to all! 
Sun., Dec. 29  No EYC or Sunday Formation 
 due to Winter Fire Retreat 

GSL’s Youth Advent Retreat – Dec. 7 at St. Columba 
To celebrate and explore the season of  Advent, we will gather at 
St. Columba for a day of  holiday games, carols, gingerbread house 
competitions, holiday movies, and learning about the season of  
Advent in the Episcopal church. Look out for an email from or 
contact Amzie Williams in regards to event details and registration 
– awilliams@gracestlukes.org

For 6th-8th grade: 
Join us for the first-ever Winter Fire retreat to be held at St. 
Columba, December 28-January 1. Winter Fire is a three-day 
youth retreat open to all middle school youth. The retreat will be 
directed by Gabbie Munn of  Calvary, with Rev. Ollie Rencher 
serving as a Spiritual Director. Winter Fire can be thought of  as a 
mini summer camp experience but in December! Our days will be 
filled with capture the flag, zip-lines, and bonfires before we head 
indoors for hot coco, movies, and music. www.saintcolumbamem-
phis.org/winterfire

For 6th-12th grade: 
January 17-19 is the annual Ski Excursion! Journey with us to 
Perfect North Slopes to experience a new ski resort for two days 
of  skiing and snowboarding. We welcome all levels of  skiers, with 
beginner classes being offered as well! This a very popular event, 
so if  you are interested please make sure to secure your spot soon! 
Registration and further info can be found by visiting
 www.saintcolumbamemphis.org/ski

Food Pantry Sunday
December 29

Needed at this time: tuna, peanut 
butter, dried milk, toiletries, and hygiene 
products. Bring your items and place them 
in the basket as you go to communion on 

the 29th. Monetary gifts are also welcome. 
Volunteers are always needed!  To volunteer, contact Juan 
Fuentes, 901-849-7033, or email juanjf7777 at aol.com.

Calvary’s Room in the Inn 
Clothes Closet

Calvary Episcopal Church hosts Room in the Inn on Sunday nights 
(November-January) and serves over 200 breakfasts to homeless 
and poor neighbors on Sunday mornings. The community outreach 
program at Calvary needs donations: Men’s jeans, socks (even single 
socks), underwear, shoes or sneakers (size 9 or larger for men), sweat-
ers, T-shirts, coats, slacks, warm jackets, rain gear, warm hats and gloves, 
blankets, sleeping bags, and toiletries. A collection box will be located 
at the GSL LeMaster entrance lobby for donations to be delivered 
to Calvary. Thank you! Juan Fuentes, GSL Outreach Team member

Church 
Athletics

U10 Boys Flag Football Team below. Coaches are John 
Weeden, Paul Hagerman, Hank Word and Zach Moore.

http://www.saintcolumbamemphis.org/winterfire
http://www.saintcolumbamemphis.org/winterfire
http://www.saintcolumbamemphis.org/ski
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 Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal School News

2020-21 Enrollment 
Last month, we had several successful admissions events, 
including the Preschool and Senior Kindergarten Open Houses, 
as well as a Middle School information session. We are always 
offering tours to interested families, and now is the time to 
check out GSL for the 2020-21 school year! Please direct 
prospective families to connect with Director of  Enrollment 
Shelly McGuire at 901-278-0200 or by email at smcguire at 
gslschool.org .

Visit GSL!
If  you haven’t walked around our campus, or if  it’s been a while since you last visited, come by for a tour! We love welcoming 
new and returning families to GSL. While you’re at it, bring a neighbor or friend along, too! 

Out now: The Anchor Fall 2019
The fall issue of  the school’s biannual magazine, The Anchor, is 
now available online! How well do you know GSL, the school? 
Do you know when Lukers start wearing uniforms, or when 
they begin to eat at the Anchor Center cafeteria (because not 
all students do!)? In this issue, you’ll learn all about these GSL 
“Firsts,” including our new Diversity & Inclusion Statement 
and the school’s first female football player. Plus, get to know 
the new faculty and staff  members, read updates on GSL 
alumni, and review the annual fund donor list. Click here (issuu.
com/gslschool/docs/gsl_anchor_final_issuu) to read all that 
and more in this issue of  The Anchor!
 
Please note: The Anchor is published twice a year. If  you prefer 
to receive a printed copy of  The Anchor magazine in the mail, 
please provide your name and mailing address to GSL's 
Associate Director of  Communications Terecille Basa-Ong via 
email at tbasaong at gslschool.org or send your information in 
the mail to Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal School, Attn: Terecille 
Basa-Ong, 246 S. Belvedere Blvd., Memphis, TN 38104. You 
may also call her at the school at 901-278-0200.
 
Closed for the Holidays
GSL’s last day of  school before Christmas break is on Friday, 
Dec. 20. The school will be closed from December 23, 2019, 
to January 3, 2020. Classes resume on Monday, January 6, 2020.

Merry Christmas!

https://issuu.com/gslschool/docs/gsl_anchor_final_issuu
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Membership
News

Transfers in
• Terecille Basa-Ong – from Congregation of  St. Saviour at the 

Cathedral Church of  St. John the Divine, New York, NY
Transfers out
• Robert Gooch, IV to St. John’s Cathedral, Denver, CO
Birth
• Benjamin Alexander Tate, born 10/16/19, son of  Suzanne and 

Morgan Tate
• Nell Florence Hendry, born 11/15/19, daughter of  Bryce Hendry 

and Ashlee Rivolta
• Thomas Alexander Boggs, born 11/21/19 to Jenay and Alex Boggs
Holy Baptism (Nov. 3, 2019)
• Charles “James” Wells (born 6/2/19), son of  Henry and Téa 

Stoecklein Wells, grandson of  Alex and Rick Stoecklein
• Julia Catherine Meagle (born 7/3/19), daughter of  Natalie and Kevin 

Meagle and great-granddaughter of  Dr. and Mrs. R.A. Calandruccio
• Crosby Prue Peacock (born 8/27/19), daughter of  Price and Dan 

Peacock and granddaughter of  Emelia and Jim Smith
Marriage
• Felicia Suzanne Willett and Clay Louis Schuchardt, 11/9/19
• Helen Johnson Donelson and Harley Wayne Brafford, 11/30/19

Holy Baptism 
Schedule 

Baptisms at GSL—Future Dates: The sacrament of  Holy Baptism 
is administered at various times throughout each year: four occasions 
on the church year calendar according to The Book of  Common 
Prayer (The Baptism of  our Lord-Jan. 12), The Great Vigil of  Easter-
April 11, The Day of  Pentecost-May 31, All Saints’ Sunday-Nov. 1) 
plus one or two additional dates. To schedule a baptism, contact 
Chapman Morrow (901-252-6328, cmorrow@gracestlukes.org).

Looking Towards 
Sunday

Revised Common Lectionary
Track 2  Year C
Dec. 1 Isaiah 2:1-5  Romans 13:11-14
 Matthew 24:36-44  Psalm 122
Dec. 8 Isaiah 11:1-10  Romans 15:4-13
 Matthew 3:1-12  Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Dec. 15 Isaiah 35:1-10  James 5:7-10
 Matthew 11:2-11  Psalm 146:4-9 or Canticle 15 or 3
Dec. 22 Isaiah 7:10-16  Romans 1:1-7
 Matthew 1:18-25  Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
Dec. 24 4 p.m. TBA
 7 p.m. TBA
 10:30 p.m. TBA
Dec. 25 TBA
Dec. 29 Isaiah 61:10-62:3  Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
 John 1:1-18  Psalm 147 or 147:13-21

www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts
The link above is access to Sunday lectionary readings online 
where you may reflect and pray with them at any time. Also 
offered are an overview, scripture backgrounds, a reflection, and 
prayer starter to enhance your worship experience. 

Memorials
& Honoraria

Memorials
• The Rev. James Newsom from Walter Wills, George & Mary 

Holmes, John & Patricia Pontius, Linda Niell, Ron & Susan 
Carlson, Ginger Owings, Anne Remmers-Phillips, Madge Saba, 
Candice & Marty Carr, Cliff  & Paula Barnes, Dorsey & John 
Wade, Ann Kendall Ray, Margaret & Fred Ridolphi, Candice & 
Marty Carr

• Helen Saino from Edith & Bob Heller
• Agnes Hendry from Warren & Jimpsie Ayres
Honoraria
• Wesley Emerson from The Carr Family Charitable Trust
• Amanda Hudson Adams

Liturgical Ministers
Schedule

The liturgical ministers schedule for the month may be found at: www.
gracestlukes.org/weeklyteams. It includes acolytes, LEMs, lectors, 
vergers, bread bakers, altar guild, Crossmen breakfast cooks, and clergy 
for Sunday mornings and special services.

Privacy Policy & Photo Opt-Out Form
Grace-St. Luke's privacy policy and photo opt-out form may be found on the GSL website at www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy.

Altar Gifts Offered 
In Loving Memory of

The Advent Candles and Wreath Decorations are given to the glory 
of  God and in memory of  Thomas Hogan, Sr., F.M. Hogan, Thomas 
Hogan, Jr., J.M. Pigg, Wendell Pigg, Doris Priest, Harriss Siler.

Dec. 1 Margaret King Strickland and Charles C. King Jr.
Dec. 8  William McNeill Ayres, Sr., Mildred Wilkerson Ayres, 

George Louis Seay Sr., Bob Rittenberry
Dec. 15  Charles M. Ozier Jr.
Dec. 22  William Wallace Roberts
Dec. 24/25  Names listed in Christmas leaflets. See p. 4 for details
Dec. 29 Virginia Strother Hopkinson, Jeanne & Mitch Strother

mailto:cmorrow%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy
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(901) 272-7425, email gsl@gracestlukes.org. Lucy Owens, Editor. 

Calendar  
Online

www.gracestlukes.org/events

Calendar
Highlights
Dec. 1 Angel Tree 
 Adoption
Dec. 4 St. Nicholas 
 Festival
Dec. 5 Public Theology
Dec. 7 Youth Retreat at St. Columba
Dec. 8 Angel Tree Collection
Dec. 8 Lessons & Carols / Advent Party
Dec. 9 Luna Nova Winter Concert
Dec. 10 Messenger Deadline
Dec. 10 Finance Committee Meeting
Dec. 11 Caroling, Cookies, & Cocoa
Dec. 12 Daytime Book Group
Dec. 12 Outreach Meeting
Dec. 17 Vestry Meeting
Dec. 18 A Night of  Sacred Storytelling
Dec. 24 Christmas Services:
 4 p.m. Pagaent, 7 p.m. 10:30 p.m.
Dec. 25 Christmas Service, 10 a.m.
Dec. 26 Church Office Closed

POSTMASTER: Please do not hold. Dated Material.

Grace-St. Luke's Church benefits from financial gifts to support our life and ministries: visit www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving.

continued from page 1
Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24
4 p.m. – Christmas Pageant with Holy Eucharist. The children of  the parish will present 
the story of  the Nativity through various roles, processions, and carols for the congrega-
tion and young choristers to sing. The Holy Eucharist will use an abbreviated prayer form 
adapted for seasonal use in congregations with large numbers of  young children. The 
pageant rehearsal is on Saturday, December 21, from 9:30-10:30 a.m., and is open to all chil-
dren, 5th grade and younger. During this rehearsal, those who wish to make advanced claims 
on shepherd, sheep, angel, and assorted animal costumes may do so. On Christmas Eve, 
costumes also will be available at 3:15 p.m. in Trezevant Hall to involve as many children as 
possible in the pageant. Childcare is provided beginning at 3:30 p.m.

7 p.m. – Festival Choral Eucharist (6:45 p.m. Prelude). This sung service of  the Holy 
Eucharist includes congregational carols and hymns, music offered by the Chancel Choir, 
organ, and brass quintet, and a sermon by the Reverend Ollie V. Rencher, Rector. Childcare 
is available beginning at 6:30 p.m.

10:30 p.m. – Festival Choral Eucharist (10:15 p.m. Prelude). This sung service of  the Holy 
Eucharist is Grace-St. Luke’s version of  “Midnight Mass,” timed for worshippers to leave 
the church just after midnight on Christmas morning. The liturgy includes congregational 
carols and hymns, music offered by the Grace-St. Luke’s Schola, organ, brass quintet, in-
cense (mild and hypoallergenic), and a sermon by the Reverend Ollie V. Rencher, Rector. 

The Nativity of  Our Lord Jesus Christ: Christmas Day, Thursday, December 25
10 a.m. – Holy Eucharist, Rite II. This service of  Holy Eucharist includes congregational 
carols and hymns and a homily by the Reverend Ollie V. Rencher, Rector.

The First Sunday after Christmas Day, December 29
8 and 10:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m., Holy Eucharist. Grace-St. Luke’s will offer its regular ser-
vices on Sunday, December 30, including nursery care beginning at 7:45 a.m. Breakfast by 
the Crossmen. Christian formation offerings for all ages resume Sunday, January 5.

Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church
1720 Peabody Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee 38104-6124
901-272-7425, 901-272-9833 (fax)
gsl@gracestlukes.org, www.gracestlukes.org

Christmas Services at GSL

http://www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
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