
The Messenger
Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church
Volume 66, No. 5 June-July 2020

Pentecost: 
The Birthday 

of the 
Church



Inside This Issue

On the cover: The dove, a symbol of coming of the Holy Spirit, 
in the Annunciation window, located in the west transept.

Please note: With this issue, we begin publishing the Messenger bi-monthly. 
The deadline for the August-September issue of  the Messenger is 9 a.m., July 1. 
Please send your articles to Lucy Owens at lowens@gracestlukes.org.

2 | www.gracestlukes.org

 

Look for GRACESTLUKES in cyberspace.

pinterest.com/gracestlukes 

flickr.com/gracestlukes

youtube.com/gracestlukes

facebook.com/gracestlukes 

twitter.com/gracestlukes

instagram.com/gracestlukes

GSL eNews
Missing your weekly eNews? Check your spam folders! We have switched to an email service, 
MailChimp, to send out our eblasts. If  you are not getting eNews emails, they are most likely 
going to your spam or junk folder. Be sure to add gsl@gracestlukes.org to your address book. 
Need help getting them to NOT go in your spam folder? Contact Lucy Owens, 901-272-7425 
or lowens@gracestlukes.org. 

GRACESTLUKES Mobile App

GSL's mobile app is available for download in the Android and Apple Stores. The app is an 
effective way for the church to communicate with you and for you to stay connected with 
the church. The app is packed with resources such as Sunday's readings and the daily office, 
church events and news, the pastoral care request form, links to clergy and staff  emails, 
photo capture tools, and more. Best of  all, we can alert you to extra special happenings and 
cancellations via the app's push notifications system. You can download the app in the fol-
lowing ways: Search for GRACESTLUKES in the iTunes/Google Play stores. Follow this 
link: www.gracestlukes.org/app.

Worship
SUNDAY
Prayers, Meditation, and Music 
10:30 a.m. via Livestream 
In-Person: To Be Announced
TUESDAY/THURSDAY
Compline (Night Prayers)
8 p.m. via Livestream
Visit www.gracestlukes.org/news/weekly-
virtual-offerings for online and in-person 
offerings.

Parish Office Hours 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday–Friday

Clergy on Call for Pastoral 
& Hospital Emergencies
901-252-6334 

Parish Clergy & Staff
www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Interim Associate Rector
The Rev. Meredith Jane Day, Curate
Christi Authement, Athletics Director
Sharon Campbell, Director of  Children’s Formation
Addison Combs, Youth Formation Associate
Abby Huber, Receptionist & Ministry Associate
Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate
Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of  Music & Organist
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster
Linda Stine, Parish Administrator 
Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant
Amzie Williams, Director of  Youth Formation

2020 Vestry & Treasurer
www.gracestlukes.org/vestry
Grant Adams (Worship & Liturgy), Jimpsie 
Ayres (Congregational Development), Wight 
Boggs (Clerk, Fellowship), Patrick Burnett 
(Youth Formation), Nina Callan (Pastoral Care), 
Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Athletics), Jim Greer (Worship & Liturgy), San-
dra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large 
(Outreach), Stinson Liles (Social Justice), Charlie 
Pazar (Jr. Warden, Property, Stewardship), Anna 
Robbins (Congregational Development), Tom 
Stephenson (Stewardship), Bev Trojan (Treasur-
er), Simon Wadsworth (Sr. Warden, Administra-
tion & Communications, Stewardship)

Pastoral Care
Sharing and Responding to Concerns. 
To alert the clergy of  a pastoral matter concerning 
yourself  or a member, including any medical 
procedures, contact the clergy confidentially via 
901-252-6320 or pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org. 
For hospitalizations or emergencies concerning 
a member, contact the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call 
phone line at 901-252-6334. This is the best way 
to communicate pastoral needs and ensure a 
prompt response from a member of  the clergy 
or pastoral care team.
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Every year on the Day of  Pentecost, 
fifty days after Easter Day, the 
body of  Christ throughout the 
world prays: Almighty God, on 
this day you opened the way of  
eternal life to every race and 
nation by the promised gift of  
your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this 
gift throughout the world by the 
preaching of  the Gospel, that it 
may reach to the ends of  the earth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. On this day and by this prayer, we 
celebrate God’s promised gift of  the Holy Spirit and the birthday of  
the Church to set our hearts and lives on fire with the love of  Jesus.

More than ever before, uniquely as we navigate the direct and 
indirect effects of  the COVID-19 pandemic, I believe the world 
needs the Church and the Church needs the world. During this 
season of  uncertainty and change for the human family, the mission 
of  the Church remains constant: to restore all people to unity with 
God and each other in Christ. All that we offer and vow in the 
Baptismal Covenant, is only possible with God’s help: continue 
in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of  the 
bread, and in the prayers; persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 
we fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord; proclaim by word 
and example the Good News of  God in Christ; seek and serve 
Christ in all persons, loving our neighbors as ourselves; and strive 
for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of  
every human being. 

Despite natural fear and anxiety associated with the pandemic, all 
baptized members of  the Church are called to walk by faith and 
not by sight as beacons of  hope, justice and love through a broken 
and unreconciled world. The Church is called to follow the One 
who promised to never leave us comfortless, supply every need, 
and bring deep peace and wholeness to weary souls. The Church 
is called to listen carefully to the voice of  God, follow the way of  
Jesus, and live by the courageous wisdom of  the Holy Spirit. All this 
we are called to do while praying unceasingly, staying safe, washing 
our hands, and caring for our neighbors known and unknown.

Pentecost During A Pandemic
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

Life at GSL and everywhere will never be the same; this humbling 
reality presents the Church with new opportunities for creativity, 
growth and transformation. This we will experience as many return 
to the corner of  Peabody and Belvedere for in-person worship 
and many remain home for virtual worship offerings. And yet, our 
mission remains constant, and so does our vision. Our vision is to 
be a thriving community of  hope, belonging, and healing through 
worship, parish life, and service, and who rejoices in the love of  
Jesus to transform the world. 

God is God in all seasons. The Church is called to be the Church 
in all seasons. Pentecost is all about hearts and lives on fire with the 
love of  Jesus and celebrating life and abundance. Just as nothing 
can ever separate us from the love of  God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, a pandemic cannot separate us from our baptismal call and 
response to the prudent challenge of  St. Augustine. He suggested 
that the Church “preach the Gospel always and when necessary 
use words.” May we be so persuaded on our journey.

Pentecost blessings and peace,

Ollie+
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church Vision Statement
Our Vision is to be a thriving community of  hope, belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, 

and service, and who rejoices in the love of  Jesus to transform the world.

Weekly Virtual Offerings Continue

Sunday: Worship, 10:30 a.m. livestream on our website and 
via Facebook Live

Tuesday: Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live, 8 until 
8:15 p.m. 

Wednesday: Midweek Christian Formation (Facebook Live or 
prerecorded video), 5:30 until 6 p.m. (Topic announced on 
preceding Friday)

Thursday: Men’s Fellowship via Zoom, 7 until 7:45 a.m. 
Thursday: Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live, 8 

until 8:15 p.m. 

Visit www.gracestlukes.org/news/weekly-virtual-offerings for a 
current schedule including in-person offerings

www.gracestlukes.org/news/weekly-virtual-offerings
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An Update from The Curate
Dear Grace-St. Luke’s, 
Since I wrote you over two months ago with the news of  my fiancé Jackson Hearn’s and my impending move to 
Cincinnati, I’ve been eager to update you further on our wedding plans, as well as my upcoming completion of  my two 
year curacy among you. As you might have seen in recent e-newsletters or on Facebook, Jackson and I had to make a 
tough decision regarding our wedding. While we had originally hoped to have all of  you present for our marriage liturgy 
at Calvary Episcopal Church on June 13, we have had to majorly adjust our plans due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
We have arranged for a small ceremony among family in Nashville at Christ Church Cathedral on June 6. You can 

read more about our new plans here: www.meredithandjackson.com. We are deeply saddened to not be able to celebrate with all of  you, but 
know you will be sending your love from afar! 
Jackson and I continue to work on arrangements for our new life in Cincinnati, and have even secured a residence! I’m thrilled at the prospects 
of  where I might continue my ministry, and hope to send a further update with more information very soon.  
For the next couple of  weeks, I will be taking some vacation while we move our things to Cincinnati, get married, and settle into life in a 
new place. However, I will be back with you for worship on June 21 and June 28 before officially ending my time with you on June 30.  I’m 
grateful to announce that a leave-taking parade will take place at the church on Friday, June 26, from 4 to 6 p.m. — be on the lookout for 
further details closer to the date. I look forward to seeing you as we celebrate our shared ministry together, and I covet your prayers in the 
days and weeks to come.  
With Love, 
Meredith+
The Rev. Meredith Jane Day

Associate Rector Search Update from the Rector
It is a joy to announce that the Reverend Laura F. Gettys has accepted my appointment to serve as the next Associate 
Rector at Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, beginning July 1, 2020. Since 2011, Laura has served at St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Cathedral in Memphis as Canon Pastor for Parish Life (January 2011-2019) and now as Interim Dean 
(January 2019-May 31, 2020). Prior to ministry at the Cathedral, she served at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Oxford, 
Mississippi, Christ Church in Alexandria, Virginia, Church of  the Epiphany in Washington, D.C., and Trinity Episcopal 
School in Charlotte, North Carolina. I was privileged to serve with Laura in Oxford during my time as Assistant to 
the Rector/Episcopal Campus Minister (2007-2008).

As Associate Rector, Laura will collaborate with me on carrying out our mission, ministry, and vision through administrative leadership; 
nurture and support of  members and newcomers; modeling spiritual formation growth and faithful stewardship; and patterning outreach 
and social justice ministry that encourages parishioners for ministry within and beyond the parish. She is a compassionate, wise, talented, 
and faithful priest and pastor, whose experience will bolster Congregational Development, Outreach and Community Engagement, and 
Formation at GSL. She is a prophetic preacher who upholds that relationships and shared stories are significant ways to we find healing and 
transformation for community and the world.
An alumna of  Rhodes College and Virginia Theological Seminary, Laura has served on several boards and partnered with Memphis Christian 
Pastors Network (MCPN), Memphis Interfaith Coalition for Action and Hope (MICAH), Overton Park Conservancy, and is currently board 
member and past Board President for the Lynching Sites Project of  Memphis. She has lived in East Africa where she learned from and 
worked with those living with HIV/AIDS. She is published in Maryknoll Journal Institute, trained in mediation and conflict resolution, Family 
Systems Thinking, and Crucial Conversations, and enjoys renewal from spiritual retreats and more. Laura is married to Josh Gettys and they 
have two sons, Foster (9) and Joseph (7). Raised at Grace-St. Luke’s Church, she is excited to return with her family to partner with us in our 
thriving life and ministry.
Please join me in thanking the Associate Rector Search Advisory Committee (Mike Davis, Jane Morse, Kurt Patton, Charlie Pazar, Beth 
Perkins, Virginia Rowland) and Senior Warden Simon Wadsworth for input to my search process. For a message about Laura’s last day of  
ministry at the Cathedral, read here: www.stmarysmemphis.org/news/a-letter-from-the-senior-warded.
Meanwhile, I am indebted to Interim Associate Rector, the Rev. Anne Carriere, who began her ministry among us in October. Upon Laura’s 
arrival, Anne will become Priest Associate, assist primarily with pastoral care, and continue enjoying retirement as a member of  GSL. Our 
Curate, the Rev. Meredith Jane Day will depart from the clergy team for new life and ministry in the Diocese of  Southern Ohio on June 30; 
more about plans to celebrate her ministry are coming soon. Stay tuned for information about plans to welcome the Rev. Laura F. Gettys and 
her family to GSL on July 1 and for much more about what makes this a community of  faith.
Faithfully and gratefully,
Ollie+
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

http://www.meredithandjackson.com/
http://www.stmarysmemphis.org/news/a-letter-from-the-senior-warded/


 The Messenger | June - July 2020| 5

Every Sunday in March: Rite 13 and J2A Formation 9:15-10:10

Pastoral Care 
Director of  Communications Lucy Owens 
interviewed Jocelyn Busby, GSL’s Lay 
Pastoral Care Coordinator, for an update on 
our pastoral care ministry area. Read about all 
the wonderful things Pastoral Care is doing 
and their plans for the future. 

Grace-St. Luke’s has been complying with 
the city’s Safer at Home order since March. How has Pastoral 
Care been reaching out to parishioners during this time? During 
the closure, lay pastoral care volunteers have been reaching out to the 
parish via cards, calls or handwritten notes. We have done so with the 
goal of  staying in touch with our church family; to check in on them; 
to ask if  we can be of  service in any way during the closure. 

This has been an extraordinary effort by you and our lay 
pastoral care ministers. What are some of  the main concerns 
facing our most vulnerable and how are your efforts making a 
difference? Those we have contacted first were our senior citizens, 
and those who have experienced recent life events such as births, 
hospitalizations, or the loss of  a loved one. We have done so in order 
to keep our community connected and to remind them they are 
important to us. During this unprecedented time, isolation and worry 
can lead to depression. Our efforts are meant to lift the hearts of  our 
recipients and to gather information to better serve them. 

Tell me a little about our some of  our pastoral care ministers. 
Special thanks to several parishioners who have made current efforts 
possible, including Doug, Jimpsie, Alex, Betsy, Wight, Carolyn, 
Sandra, Ruth, Beth, Ann, Lane, Murray, Lillian, and Barb. They 
have given their time each week to ensure a consistent flow of  
communication, while several others are on standby to assist. 

During ordinary times, what are some of  the tasks of  Pastoral 
Care? I know that I have personally received cards from 
Pastoral Care over the years for special occasions and it has 
always meant so much to know others were thinking of  me and 
that I have a family beyond my blood family. But I know you 
do more than sending those wonderful cards. During ordinary 
times, the role of  lay pastoral care ministry is to support the clergy as 
they provide hands on pastoral care. The clergy make pastoral visits, 
provide counseling, administer the Eucharist, and offer blessings and 
healing prayers. We are their back-up team. We follow up by providing 
catered meals to those who are homebound and recovering from 
surgery or hospitalization. We send cards and make calls to remain 
connected to those who cannot physically be at church. We meet and 
pray for those on the pastoral care list. Any interested volunteers are 
welcome to join our team. 

If  someone would like to be a part of  our pastoral care ministry, 
should they contact you for more information? Absolutely! 
Anyone who feels called to work in lay pastoral care ministry should 
contact me at jocelynbusby at gmail.com. We love our volunteers and 
all are welcome!

GSL Seminarians Update 
Debbie McCanless completed the two-year 
Alternative Clergy Training at Sewanee (ACTS) 
program in February and now is a Candidate for 
the Vocational Diaconate. In addition to full-time 
work at St. Jude, Debbie is the Intern at Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Memphis and will 
continue several months of  internship ministry 
before candidacy for ordination to the Holy 
Order of  Deacons. 

Amanda McGriff, former GSL Pastoral Care 
Assistant, has finished her middler year of  remote 
studies at Bexley Seabury Seminary (Chicago) and 
is scheduled to graduate in May 2021. As part 
of  her priesthood ordination process, she will 
begin the second of  a two-year internship (field 
education) at St. Mary’s Dyersburg. She is a new 
member of  the Barth House Advisory Board and 

was nominated to attend the Preaching Excellence Program of  the 
Episcopal Preaching Foundation. 

Mary Margaret Winn, former GSL Youth 
Minister, graduated on May 14 from Virginia 
Theological Seminary; she is scheduled to be 
ordained Transitional Deacon between June and 
July in the Diocese of  Virginia on behalf  of  our 
Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf. In June, 
she will begin serving as Assistant Rector at St. 
Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Sterling, Virginia. 
At the appointed time, she will be ordained to the 

Holy Order of  Priests. On July 9, she and the Rev. Sam Sheridan plan 
to be married in Crozet, Virginia. Sam will serve as Assistant Rector at 
Immanuel Church-On-The-Hill in Alexandria, Virginia beginning in July.

Re-Entering Our Property: Faith Community 
Guidelines for Resumption of In-Person Worship.

Like all faith communities in the Episcopal Diocese of  West Tennessee, 
throughout The Episcopal Church, and in other faith traditions, 
Grace-St. Luke’s is mindful of  the importance of  practicing safety 
and wisdom as resumption of  in-person worship and more becomes 
possible. GSL will follow guidelines issued by our Bishop, the Rt. 
Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf  to inform plans that are specific to our context. 
Whatever we have done and might do in the coming weeks and 
months is based on directives from health, government, and diocesan 
officials for consideration by the Rector, Wardens and Vestry. Our 
virtual worship and other offerings will continue for the foreseeable 
future. Most importantly, we want all to stay safe and practice self-care, 
making the decision most right for them. Staying at home to worship 
and pray as an integral member of  the parish, reminds us that together 
we make up the strength of  the Church, the body of  Christ. If  you 
have questions or concerns about our administration, please contact 
the Rector or the Wardens. Meanwhile, let us continue to pray for all 
who are affected directly and indirectly by the COVID-19 pandemic. 



Join Church of  the Holy Communion, Grace-St. Luke’s and Saint John’s Episcopal as we team up to 
offer Moving In Faith. This is a six-week journey to a healthier mind, body and spirit through exercise, 
weekly prayers and scripture readings.

More than ever, it’s important to find ways to stay healthy. How much fun would it be to team up with 
your church and challenge other congregations, friends and neighbors to work towards common health 
goals through daily exercise? Friendly team competition is a great way to stay connected and motivate 
one another. 

The Basics
Moving In Faith starts June 1 and is for everyone, regardless of  age or fitness level. 

• Each church will be a team. The Recreation Director from each church will serve as its team captain. 
• Teams will compete for the most points accumulated throughout the journey (highest team average based on # of  

participants per team).
• Individual team members accumulate points for his/her team for each minute of  exercise completed. (Run, walk, 

dance, yoga, tai chi, Zumba, row, golf, tennis, bike, elliptical, strength training, etc.)
• Team captains will email team members weekly scripture readings, prayer and motivational quotes for reflection and 

team updates.
• Team members will email team captain weekly with number of  individual points earned for his/her team.
• Once registered, training logs and more information will be emailed to you.

You don’t have to be a member of  the church to participate so please invite others to join the journey. There is NO fee to 
participate. Register today for our Moving In Faith six-week health journey by sending an email to Christi Authement.

MOVING IN FAITH: Join the Journey

Children's Formation, Sharon Campbell: As we approach 
what should be Vacation Bible School (VBS) season, children’s 
leaders throughout the church are getting creative. While an on-
campus VBS is not in the cards for this year, canceling altogether 
feels, to many of  us, like a missed opportunity. What could a re-
mote VBS look like, and how could it serve the people in our 
church, and in our community? This led me to attend a Virginia 
Theological Seminary webinar for VBS directors in the hopes of  
seeing other perspectives, and ideas for safely offering a summer 
program for children during this season. I gained their wisdom 
and a great list of  online curricula to explore. 

Illustrated Ministry’s at-home VBS is one I really like. It offers 
scripture lessons, crafts, songs, and interesting possibilities for 
communal art, with careful attention to inclusive theology and 
language, diversity, and intergenerational elements. The program 
is called Compassion Camp: Be Loved. Be Kind. Be You. and 
launches mid-June. Designed for K-5th, with additional activities 
provided for preschoolers, the content and activities resemble 

Ministry Highlights from Staff Members
programs we’ve provided in recent years. I’m especially drawn to 
its theme of  compassion and caring for others — a fitting one for 
this moment in our history. The program will be made available 
to all GSL families. Parents can choose to participate to any extent 
they wish, select an activity that most appeals to their children, 
and hopefully, find meaningful ways to show God’s love to each 
other, and to our community, in a time we all need it most.

Watch the GSL Children’s Formation Facebook page, your eN-
ews, and the Messenger for updates on this new adventure. Parents, 
if  you’re not receiving Children’s Formation emails, please contact 
me to be added to the list. 

Adult Formation, the Rev. Meredith Jane Day: As we con-
tinue in this time of  physical distancing, we will carry on with 
our Wednesday evening Adult Christian Formation offerings at 
5:30 p.m. via Facebook live. We’ve had a wonderful slate of  guests 
so far, and plan to have even more interesting and relevant con-
versations in the weeks to come!

6 | www.gracestlukes.org

mailto:cauthement%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:cauthement%40gracestlukes.org.?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/GSLChildrensFormation/
mailto:scampbell%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:scampbell%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/gracestlukes/live


Music for the Day of Pentecost
Dr. Patrick A. Scott

Considered the birthday of  the Christian church, Pentecost is the celebration of  the 
Holy Spirit descending on the Apostles and is the start of  the church’s mission to the 
world. One of  the oldest known hymns and texts is often used on this day, Veni Creator 
Spiritus. The traditional Latin text dates back to the 9th century and the plainsong to 
which it is sung is even older. A staple at ordinations of  priests and consecrations of  
bishops, this hymn has been sung at various celebrations and services for over a millen-
nia. On the Day of  Pentecost we’ll not only hear this hymn, but the organ voluntaries 
and offertory will also be based on the Veni Creator Spiritus melodic theme.

The Opening Voluntary will be a set of  variations by Nicolas d’Grigny, a French com-
poser born in 1672 and dying young in 1703. Grigny lived during the height of  the 
French baroque period [the same time Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) was living 
in Germany]. French music for the organ during the baroque period was most often 
for use in the Catholic church, composing organ masses and settings of  chant-based 
hymns like Veni Creator Spiritus (the German Lutheran chorales had not expanded 
outside of  Germany just yet). The French-baroque organ had a pedal board, but it 
wasn’t as advanced as the pedal boards on organs today, or even in Germany during 
this same period. So instead of  the pedal playing the low notes like we think of  in 
today’s instruments, it would often play the melody or some other thematic material. 
The organs of  the French-baroque were known for their rich sounds, varying colors, 
and commanding presence. 

The Offertory and Closing Voluntary will be variations by the French composer Mau-
rice Duruflé (1902-1986), “Varié sur le thème du ‘Veni creator’.” During the 18th and 19th 
centuries, the French-baroque organ began to expand and look more like the German 
organs that Bach would have played. French composers like Cèasar Franck, Louis Vi-
erne, and Charles-Marie Widor began composing symphonies for the organ, the organ 
then changing from the French-baroque to the French-romantic. The great organs in 
France even today are still these romantic instruments. Duruflé held the post as titular 
organist of  St.-Étienne-du-Mont in Paris for 57 years. In 1930 he won an award for 
his setting of  Veni Creator Spiritus. The variations use many of  the different new colors 
that were added to the French-romantic organ: strings, clarinet, warm foundations and 
low pedal notes. Each variation has its own style using many of  these different colors, 
while the final variations is a thrilling fantasy that results in using the full resources of  
the organ. It’s amazing to hear and think that all of  these different variations by multiple 
composers separated by centuries are all based on a simple plainchant written over a 
thousand years ago.  

Youth Formation, Amzie Williams: We 
are happy to share that Youth Sunday will 
be June 14 this year, with the senior ser-
mon being delivered by Anna Margaret 
Burnett, who has shown her continuous 
dedication to this community through her 
involvement in Happening, CGM, Mud 
Camp, and involvement within the GSL 
community. Youth Sunday celebrates and 
acknowledges the graduating class of  2020 
as they venture out into the world to start 
new adventures of  their own. Please look 
out for further updates regarding Youth 
Sunday, as we will continue to abide by 
COVID-19 health recommendations. If  
you have any questions about Youth Sun-
day or anything in regards to our youth 
formation program, please feel free to 
reach out to me.

Music, Dr. Patrick A. Scott: Thank you 
to all who have tuned in to listen to our 
Sunday short programs of  music, “GSL 
Music in May.” The combined videos have 
reached over 1,000 views! Many thanks to 
our special guests: Jeanne Simmons, Ben 
Minden-Birkenmaier, Andrew Carroll, 
and Kelly Herrmann. Debbie Smith and 
I greatly enjoyed collaborating with these 
gifted artists. If  you missed any of  these 
programs, they can be found on the GSL 
website: https://www.gracestlukes.org/
events/music-in-may.

Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Asso-
ciate: It has been amazing to see our par-
ish community come together and reach 
out in so many new and different ways 
during this time of  physical distancing. 
Your caring is contagious! Thank you for 
continuing to reach out to one another 
with cards, phone calls, and meal deliver-
ies. Thank you for your encouraging words 
to staff  and clergy as we explore new ways 
to do God’s work. Thank you for giving 
online worship a try and for participating 
in virtual meetings. Thank you for making 
pledges and giving extra gifts to support 
our ministries and people during these un-
certain times. You have been caring and 
generous and faithful, and we are so grate-
ful for each and every one of  you!
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Outreach Ministry
More Than A Meal 

by Edith Heller

It is a strange time in which we maneuver showing God’s love in the midst of  COVID-19 pandemic in Memphis. We are grateful 
to Bishop Phoebe and Reverend Ollie for allowing the More Than A Meal Outreach Team to continue. It is our passion to serve 
food to our friends and homeless in need. On March 8, Mike Davis, 2nd Sunday Captain, served the last seated hot meal to 80 
guests in Trezevant Hall. More Than A Meal became “Just a Meal” on March 15, 2020. 

Health safety rules were in control. All meals are to be brown bagged for outside pickup and then the guest leaves the property. 
Only four to five volunteers in the kitchen with mask and gloves. Only four to five volunteers outside to distribute meal bags 
and water bottles from the church office door and later on tables under the vestibule. Volunteers keep guests at six foot distance 
and tell them to be safe and God loves them. Food needs to be commercially packaged if  possible, i.e. chips, nabs, cookies, fruit 
cups. Our creative cooks have wrapped up pizza, ham and cheese sandwiches, chicken wraps, roast beef  hoagies, and pimento 
cheese sandwiches for an average of  50 guests coming to “Just a Meal.” 
Most cooks make extras to serve the requests for two bags (wife or 
friend). Cooks keep inventory of  bread and peanut butter and jelly if  
their crowd grows. Volunteers spread safety statements and words of  
love. Grace-St. Luke’s should be proud of  the “Just a Meal” ministry. 
 
Many of  our guests come for sociability, and leave because they cannot 
sit at a table with friends. Many of  our guests come for food, the only 
meal they get that day. Many of  our guests come by to say hello to 
GSL volunteers. I want to express gratitude to the “Just a Meal” core 
volunteers for sustaining this ministry — Jonathan, Betty, Karen, Earle, 
Ruthie, Barbs, Mike, Susie, Arthur, Jerry, Murray, and Tiger. 
They have happy hands and hearts for serving the Lord. 

One of  the hardest tasks during these two and half  months was telling 
volunteers, churches, and groups that we did not need their help for 
MTAM. When the city opens up and we can safely be together, you 
will hear the loud chorus “Alleluia, we are MORE than a Meal again.” 
Please join us! 

More Than A Meal Curbside Pickup
Earle, Mike, Jonathan, and Tiger

The MTAM Easter Bunny
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Samaritan Counseling Centers of  the Mid-South offer a ministry of  healing to those seeking a balance of  emotional, relational 
and spiritual health. Responding to the psychological and educational needs of  individuals, families, couples and groups by 
providing an environment of  compassion and confidentiality in which feelings are honored, values and beliefs are upheld, and 
resources are available to ensure that financial limitations never preclude care. Our wellness-oriented philosophy emphasizes 
achieving a balance of  emotional, relational and spiritual health. SCC’s mission has always stressed the importance of  care and 
access for the “the least of  these.”

These services are delivered through a dedicated staff  of  clinical professionals who respond to the psychological and spiritual 
needs of  individuals, families, couples and groups by providing counseling, psychological assessment and crisis intervention 
services in an environment of  compassion and confidentiality where the feelings and beliefs of  those we serve are honored and 
their values are upheld. All who enter our doors are welcomed and affirmed.

Each year, SCC has continued to see an increase in the number of  clients we serve. One of  the primary sources of  this increase is 
the decreasing options for quality therapeutic services in the Mid-South area as well as our Sliding Scale and Low-Fee Assistance 
program. In addition, SCC continues to become more widely known in the Mid-South via social media and word of  mouth as a 
source of  high-quality and compassionate care, which is respectful of  all individual’s beliefs, values and issues.

For the past 8 years, SCC has been the recipient of  Grace-St. Luke’s Community Support Grant. Grace-St. Luke’s support has 
been instrumental in our ability to serve those with limited resources. Grace-St. Luke’s Support Grant was used almost entirely 
to help fund our Sliding Scale/Low-Fee Assistance for individuals who do not have the resources to receive compassionate, 
high-quality and professional therapeutic services.

Also, SCC appreciates any type of  visible support or promotion that Grace-St. Luke’s could provide such as an info table after 
any given Sunday service, a “Minute for Mission” about SCC, brochure holders, referrals by clergy staff  and parishioners, etc.
SCC staff  is also available for Wednesday, Thursday, or Sunday classes or programs covering a wide variety of  topics.

Further, as a 501(c)(3) non-profit, SCC has always operated with a bare bones budget. As we changed our business model, 
our budget and bottom line improved but we still operate frugally so that our resources can be directed towards those most in 
need of  receiving our services. Each of  our locations/sites is provided our by supporting congregations. However, we supply, 
decorate and manage each site. We always have a need for updated office equipment (copiers, computers, etc.), office supplies, 
therapist office/site furniture (chairs, sofas, desks, decorations, painting and spruce-up, etc.), etc. Donations of  these items has 
always been a way to better manage our financial resources. In addition, SCC greatly benefits from the volunteer efforts of  our 
supporting congregations in our fundraising efforts to help support our ministry.

Samaritan Counseling Centers of  the Mid-South remains greatly appreciative for Grace-St. Luke’s long–time generous support 
and strong commitment to our Ministry and Mission. Our ability to achieve our goal of  providing quality and compassionate 
care is possible only through your generous support.

Peace and Blessings, 

Earle Donelson, Ph.D.     Brooks Monypeny
Clinical Lead      President
Samaritan Counseling Centers    Board of  Directors

SAMARITAN
COUNSELING CENTERS
OF THE MIDSOUTH, INC
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 Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal School News

A Message from Head of School Thor Kvande

Dear Friends,

I hope this message finds you well and in good health. I have been in awe of  the strength 
of  our community. Life as we knew it came to a sudden and unexpected halt, forcing us 
to pull together as a group to meet the demands of  an ever-changing new reality.

In partnership with our families, remote learning required an all-hands-on-deck approach 
with our faculty and staff  putting in countless hours to ensure our students successfully 
complete the school year at home. Our community responded with grace, compassion, 
and care.

Right now, we are planning for the start of  the 2020-21 school year. We are preparing to start the new school year 
on campus, assuming it is safe for us to return to campus. The school will make a determination about returning to 
campus according to the guidelines provided by the CDC, as well as local, state, and federal officials. Upon our return to 
campus, we will be implementing new protocols, which will likely include screening students and teachers for symptoms, 
implementing proper social distancing, complying with test and trace protocols, requiring frequent hand-washing, and 
the use of  personal protective equipment (PPE) such as masks and gloves as required by the guidelines referenced above.

We will continue to nurture the connections and relationships that make the GSL community one of  our greatest assets. 
It is our mission-driven goal to provide our students with teachers and experiences that help them develop into creative 
problem solvers, confident lifelong learners, and responsible citizens in their community and the world.

I want to again extend my gratitude and appreciation for our entire community. I am proud of  what we, as a school 
community, have built for nearly 75 years and will continue to build for another 75 years. I hope that in our history 
book, we will look back with pride on the work we accomplished together during this unprecedented time. 

Thank you for being part of  our exceptional community.

Sincerely,

Thor Kvande      
Head of  School     

A Prayer for a Pandemic 
May we who are merely inconvenienced, remember those whose lives are at stake. May we who have no risk factors, remember 
those most vulnerable. May we who have the luxury of  working from home, remember those who must choose between preserving 
their health or making their rent. May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close, remember 
those children who will go hungry with no school meals. May we who have to cancel our trips, remember those with no place 
to go. May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of  the economic market, remember those who have no margin at 
all. May we who settle in for quarantine at home, remember those who have no home. As fear grips our country, let us choose 
love. During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace 
of  God to our neighbour. Through Jesus Christ our Saviour, whose arms of  love embrace us all. Amen. – Written by Cameron 
Wiggins Bellm (alt.) Source: Episcopal Relief  & Development www.episcopalrelief.org 

http://www.episcopalrelief.org
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Membership
News

Transfers in
• Kathleen “Kathy” Berrie
Holy Matrimony
• Christopher Cooley and Brendan Housler, May 9, 2020
• Rebecca Christine Wiley and Randy Lavon Moulder II, May 

16, 2020
Deaths
• Hugh M. “Buddy” Moore, Jr., May 2, 2020
• E. Walker Mulherin, Jr., May 9, 2020
• Sarla Sinclair Nichols, May 24, 2020

Looking Towards 
Sunday

Revised Common Lectionary
Track 1  Year A
June 7 First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday
 Genesis 1:1-2:4a  2 Corinthians 13:11-13
 Matthew 28:16-20  Psalm 8 
  or Canticle 13 (or Canticle 2)
June 14 Second Sunday after Pentecost
 Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7)  Psalm 116:1, 10-17
 Romans 5:1-8  Matthew 9:35-10:8(9-23)
June 21 Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 Genesis 21:8-21  Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17
 Romans 6:1b-11  Matthew 10:24-39
June 28 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Genesis 22:1-14  Psalm 13
 Romans 6:12-23  Matthew 10:40-42 
July 5 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
 Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67  Psalm 45: 11-18 
  or Song of  Solomon 2:8-13
 Romans 7:15-25a  Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
July 12  Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
 Genesis 25:19-34  Psalm 119:105-112
 Romans 8:1-11  Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
July 19 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
 Genesis 28:10-19a  Psalm 139: 1-11, 22-23 
  or Wisdom of  Solomon 12:13, 16-19
 Romans 8:12-25 Matthew 13:24-30,36-43
July 26 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
 Genesis 29:15-28  Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 
  or Psalm 128
 Romans 8:26-39  Matthew 13:31-33,44-52

www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts

The link above is access to Sunday lectionary readings online 
where you may reflect and pray with them at any time. Also 
offered are an overview, scripture backgrounds, a reflection, 
and prayer starter to enhance your worship experience. 

Memorials
& Honoraria

Memorials
• James B. New from E. J. Baird, Connie Adams, Dot and 

Dick Fisher, Mary Ann Lee, Judith and Bruce Campbell
• Jane Campbell from Buddy and Barbara Adams, Jim and 

Bond Moore, Edith and Bob Heller
• Wesley Emerson from Jerry and Donna Sanders
• Walker Mulherin from Warren and Jimpsie Ayres, Mr. and 

Mrs. John P. Dulin, Bruce and Judith Campbell, Rowlett 
Scott, Mr. and Mrs. James Dardis Robinson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bliss Hicky, Jim and Bond Moore, Eva and Bobby Hussey, 
Myron M. Mall and Dianne Shockley-Mall, Kelli Ratton

• Carolyn and Greer Simonton, Dickie, Morrow, and Rick 
Armstrong, Linda Rhea

Honoraria
• Clergy and Staff  from Wayne Brafford and Helen 

Donelson Brafford
• The Rev. Meredith Jane Day’s Service to GSL from Wayne 

Brafford and Helen Donelson Brafford
• Brendan Housler and Chris Cooley from Bruce Wilson 

and Jim Hartley

Altar Flowers
During Worship

Grace-St. Luke’s provides a meaningful way to remember 
loved ones during livestream and in-person worship services: 
altar flowers given in their memory or honor. Flowers are 
$215 per Sunday, which one or more persons may share in 
giving. To explore and make payments to reserve available 
dates, including dates that may hold significance and have 
been reserved by you in the past, contact Parish Administrator 
Linda Stine (lstine@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6324).

Privacy Policy & Photo Opt-Out Form
Grace-St. Luke's privacy policy and photo opt-out form may be found 

on the GSL website at www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy.

mailto:lstine@gracestlukes.org
http://www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy


The Messenger of  Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church (USPS 778-900)-pub-
lished bi-monthly by Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 1720 Peabody 
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38104. Periodicals postage paid at 
Memphis, TN. POSTMASTER: send address changes to Grace-St. 
Luke's Episcopal Church, 1720 Peabody Avenue, Memphis, TN 38104, 
(901) 272-7425, email gsl@gracestlukes.org. Lucy Owens, Editor. 

POSTMASTER: Please do not hold. Dated Material.

Grace-St. Luke's Church benefits from financial gifts to support our life and ministries: visit www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving.

Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church
1720 Peabody Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee 38104-6124
901-272-7425, 901-272-9833 (fax)
gsl@gracestlukes.org, www.gracestlukes.org

Dear Fellow Parishioners,
 

It is exciting to plan our ‘re-entry’ to worship in the 
Church, beginning as early as Sunday June 7, and this 
has been consuming much of  the focus of  your Clergy 
and Wardens. Most of  you by now are experiencing 
the complexity of  living in this new environment of  

sanitizing, physical distancing, face masks, etc. as we try to resume some 
aspects of  our normal lives! We have a set of  guidelines which we must 
adhere to when we re-open the Church, and our team of  Clergy, Staff, 
Vestry, medical advisors, and parishioner volunteers are committed to make 
the process as smooth as we can. We know that we will all have to deal with 
many frustrations and appreciate your patience and understanding during 
these early days of  working out our new procedures. I am keenly aware 
that while this time has been challenging for us all, it cannot compare to 
what has been and is being experienced by those infected by the pandemic 
and those caring for them.
 

Many thanks to so many of  you who already have volunteered to serve on 
our re-entry team; we will be asking for more assistance as we progress. 
We all pray that new drugs and vaccines are developed so that our in-
person Church life and offerings can be fully restored, while recognizing 
that some might need to care for themselves by staying home for the 
foreseeable future. In response to this reality, we will maintain virtual 
worship, formation, and other offerings for a long time.
 

All of  this underscores that the great strength of  GSL is the people. I’m 

A Message from the Senior Warden
Wednesday – May 20, 2020

constantly amazed at the countless parishioners who volunteer and do 
so much even during the time we’ve spent ‘locked out’ of  our wonderful 
Church. Volunteers have assisted the clergy-staff  team in several ways, 
including keeping us connected by making pastoral calls, writing notes, 
sending emails, and delivering meals to homes. Our people make it possible 
to serve More Than A Meal and support the Mid-South Food Bank, while 
the Food Pantry is closed, and other programs aimed at those in need. The 
importance of  staying connected will continue, especially for our older 
parishioners and those with health conditions who need to continue to be 
careful about going out. 
 

We are excited that the Rev. Laura F. Gettys will be joining us as Associate 
Rector in July; Laura brings many years of  experience, including almost ten 
years with all aspects of  parish life at the Cathedral. She is an accomplished 
preacher and has a terrific reputation for her work both there and before. 
She is also returning home in several ways, belonging to GSL with her 
family while she grew up in Memphis, and also working with Father Ollie 
at St Peter’s in Oxford.
 

I hope that many will be able to see each other in Church in June or as 
soon as possible. Thank you for continued support of  life at GSL. If  we 
can assist in any way, please contact me.
 

Faithfully,
Simon Wadsworth
Senior Warden, on behalf  of  the Vestry
901.674.6831 | srcw@icloud.com

http://www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
mailto:srcw%40icloud.com?subject=
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