
The Messenger
Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church
 Volume 65, No. 3 March 2019

All are
 

invited! Old-Fash ioned 
Southern Potluck
Sunday, March 3

Following the 10:30 a.m. Service
Trezevant Hall

Fried chicken, rolls and drinks will be provided; please bring the following item, 
according to your last name, to complete our meal: A-I Appetizers, J-Q Sides, R-Z Desserts

Shrove
Tuesday
Festival
Tuesday, March 5
5-8 PM

Tickets available online.
Sign up to volunteer online.
For more information, purchase tickets, and to volunteer:
www.gracestlukes.org/events/shrove-tuesday-festival

Ash 
Wednesday

March 6

Imposition of 
Ashes and 

Holy Eucharist

7 AM
Noon
6 PM

The School Chapel service 
at 8:05 a.m. includes 

Imposition of Ashes and 
all are welcome to attend.



Inside This Issue

On the cover: Old-Fashioned Southern Potluck, Shrove Tuesday 
Festival, and Ash Wednesday.

The Messenger deadline for April is March 15, 9 a.m. 
Please send your articles to Lucy at lowens@gracestlukes.org.

2 | www.gracestlukes.org

Support Groups at GSL

AA meetings: Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous: Sundays, 8 p.m.

CoDA: Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 
Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous: 
Thursdays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at noon

For more info, contact Lucy in the office: 
lucy@gracestlukes.org or 901-272-7425.

 

Look for GRACESTLUKES in cyberspace.

pinterest.com/gracestlukes 

flickr.com/gracestlukes

youtube.com/gracestlukes

facebook.com/gracestlukes 

twitter.com/gracestlukes

instagram.com/gracestlukes

GSL eNews
Missing your weekly eNews? Check your spam folders! We have switched to an email service, 
MailChimp, to send out our eblasts. If  you are not getting eNews emails, they are most likely 
going to your spam or junk folder. Be sure to add gsl@gracestlukes.org to your address book. 
Need help getting them to NOT go in your spam folder? Contact Lucy Owens, 901-272-7425 
or lucy@gracestlukes.org. 

GRACESTLUKES Mobile App

GSL's mobile app is available for download in the Android and Apple Stores. The app is an 
effective way for the church to communicate with you and for you to stay connected with 
the church. The app is packed with resources such as Sunday's readings and the daily office, 
church events and news, the pastoral care request form, links to clergy and staff  emails, 
photo capture tools, and more. Best of  all, we can alert you to extra special happenings and 
cancellations via the app's push notifications system. You can download the app in the fol-
lowing ways: Search for GRACESTLUKES in the iTunes/Google Play stores. Follow this 
link: www.gracestlukes.org/app.
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Worship Opportunites
SUNDAY
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist
8:45 a.m. Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Christian Formation Classes
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
5:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist
Nursery available 7:30 a.m. 'til end of  10:30 service
WEDNESDAY
Noon in the Chapel
30-minute service without music

Parish Office Hours
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday–Friday

Clergy on Call for Pastoral 
& Hospital Emergencies
901-252-6334 

Parish Clergy & Staff
www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector 
The Rev. Amy M. George, Associate Rector
The Rev. Meredith Jane Day, Curate
Christi Authement, Athletics & Fellowship Dir.
Addison Combs, Youth Formation Associate
Wesley Emerson, Organist/Choirmaster
Sharon Campbell, Children's Education Director
Connie Johns, Membership & Newcomers
Sandra Kendrick, Assistant Sexton
Amanda McGriff, Pastoral Care Director
Chapman Morrow, Development Officer
Lucy Owens, Communications Director
Debbie Smith, Music Associate
Zeke Smith, Youth Formation Intern
Jess Steenbergen, Youth Formation Associate
Linda Stine, Parish Administrator
Darling "D" Thomas, Sexton

2019 Vestry & Treasurer
www.gracestlukes.org/vestry
Grant Adams (Worship), Jimpsie Ayres 
(Congregational Development), Wight Boggs 
(Fellowship), Patrick Burnett (Jr. Warden & 
Youth Formation), Nina Callan (Pastoral 
Care), Jim Greer (Worship), Linda Khumalo 
(Worship), Stinson Liles (Outreach & Justice), 
Julia McDonald (Clerk & Children’s Formation), 
Murray McKay (Adult Formation), Kurt 
Patton (Sr. Warden & Athletics), Charlie 
Pazar (Outreach & Justice), Tom Stephenson 
(Stewardship), Bev Trojan (Treasurer), Simon 
Wadsworth (Stewardship), and Gavin Wigginson 
(Congregational Development)

mailto:lowens%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:lucy%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://pinterest.com/gracestlukes  
http://flickr.com/gracestlukes
http://youtube.com/gracestlukes
mailto:?subject=
http://twitter.com/gracestlukes
http://instagram.com/gracestlukes
mailto:gsl%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:lucy%40gracestlukes.org.%20%20?subject=
http://www.gracestlukes.org/app
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When I wake every morning, 
I am grateful for the pure 
gift of  God’s new day and 
the grace of  God’s abun-
dance throughout my life. 
Each of  us has our own way 
of  responding to God’s love 
and abundance, and this is 
a window into mine. Since 
childhood, my journey has 
included and always been en-

riched by intentional immersion into the changes in the 
seasons of  the liturgical (church year) calendar, engaging 
almost all of  whatever may be recommended by design. 
Oddly, I become enthusiastic about what lies ahead, 
much like a little child in a candy store or preparing for a 
vacation, excursion, or big event. (Just ask my family and 
friends!) 

Now we move from commemorating the Epiphany of  
our Lord Jesus Christ to the forty-day season of  Lent 
before Holy Week and Easter. We receive another way 
to ponder how we will journey with Jesus, something I 
know each of  us will do so as uniquely as we are created.

Lent: Journeying with Jesus
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

Episcopal Christians are invited to observe a holy Lent 
by self-examination, repentance, prayer, fasting, self-
denial, reading and meditating on God's holy Word, and 
by sacrificing time, talent, and treasures to the glory of  
God. We are called to increased presence for Sunday and 
weekday worship and formation offerings (time), sharing 
talents to support the work of  parish ministry areas (tal-
ents), and investing our financial resources (treasures) to 
benefit the daily operations, worship, music, programs, 
and events of  GSL, all in the name of  the One who is 
our Hope.

It is my prayer that Lent 2019 will be a transformational 
season in our common life at GSL, namely because of  
how we might respond to God’s abundance and journey 
with Jesus. 

Godspeed and blessings as we try, 

– The Reverend Ollie V. Rencher, Rector 

Music Enhances Sunday 5:30 Worship at GSL 

Our Sunday night 45-minute service now includes special instrumental music at the beginning of  the 
liturgy, during the offertory, and during communion. In addition to scripture passages, a clergy-offered 
reflection, and moments of  silence, worshippers will experience brief  meditative offerings for a variety 
of  instruments, such as the flute, guitar, and cello. All ages are invited to attend this enhanced contem-
plative option for worship at GSL. Spread the word.
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Old Fashioned Southern Potluck March 3
Come join us for an Old Fashioned Southern Potluck, just like the ones you might remember with family and friends.  
This is a fun opportunity to bring your favorite dish, fellowship with your church family and make connections in a 
casual way. 
 What: Old Fashioned Southern Potluck
 When: Sunday, March 3, after the 10:30 service
 Where: Trezevant Hall

Fried chicken, rolls and drinks will be provided; please bring the following item, according to your last name, to complete our meal: 
A-I Appetizers, J-Q Sides, R-Z Desserts
Questions? Contact staff  liaison Christi Authement at cauthement@gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6325 or Fellowship Chair Kim Motschman 
Cribb at kmtschmn at hotmail.com or 901-870-8727.

Pastoral Care Requests

To submit a pastoral care request, please complete the Pastoral 
Care Requests form on the GSL website under the Member 
Central Tab (www.gracestlukes.org/member-central/pastoral-
care-requests). Requests submitted through this online form will 
be emailed directly to the appropriate lay staff  and/or clergy. Al-
ternately, you may call the church office at 272-7425 or email the 
Rev. Amy George, curate, at amy@gracestlukes.org or Amanda 
McGriff, director of  Pastoral Care at amanda@gracestlukes.org.

GSL Shrove Tuesday Festival March 5
On the eve of  Ash Wednesday, all ages are invited to gather for a grand Mardi Gras occasion from 5-8 p.m. in Trezevant 
Hall. Prepare for live music, the burying of  the “Alleluias,” and assorted foods including pancakes, bacon, and sausage 
by the Crossmen, four sorts of  gumbo by our clergy (Ollie+, Amy+, Meredith+), assorted savory and sweet items, and 
child-friendly items. Tickets are $6 for youth and adults, $4 for children, up to a $25 household maximum for purchase 

online by Tuesday, March 5 or on event night. Volunteers are needed and can sign up online to assist the Episcopal Youth Community (EYC) 
with setup, decorations, and cleanup, and serve as cooking assistants to the chefs, food and refreshment station servers, table hosts/runners, 
and door greeters. Purchase tickets and sign up to volunteer by following this link: www.gracestlukes.org/events/shrove-tuesday-festival.

Third Thursday Meets March 21
We are pleased to offer an evening that combines fellowship with a very interesting presentation by Virginia Murphy 
on a unique theater experience. Virginia Reed Murphy grew up in GSL parish so her story is of  particular interest. 
Virginia discovered Playback Theater during graduate school and ten years ago brought Playback to Memphis. Playback 
combines drama therapy, music, movement and metaphor to build individual and community healing. This program is 
innovative, exciting and a bit hard to describe so please come and learn from Virginia. We begin at 6 p.m. with appetiz-
ers and social time, enjoy a catered dinner ($15 per person) and our program. Reservations are required and should be 

made by the morning of  Tuesday, March 19. For reservations, call or email Lucy (901-272-6333, lowens@gracestlukes.org) or pay online at 
www.gracestlukes.org/events/third-thursday. 

39ers Meet on March 27
 
The GSL 39ers is the senior members' social and fellowship group.  We meet monthly for a social time, catered lunch 
and a program, all for only $6.  Our next meeting is on March  27, at noon for social time, 12:30 p.m. lunch and, at 
1 p.m. speaker. Our speaker will be Lindsey Johnson, Director of  Development, Literacy Mid-South. Please let Lucy 
Owens know if  you are planning to attend, at lowens@gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6333.  You may also sign up and 
pay online at www.gracestlukes.org/events/39ers.  All are invited and bring a friend! 

Daytime Book Group March 14
We’re meeting on March 14 at 11:15 a.m. at Novel bookstore for lunch.  At noon we’ll meet in the conference room with 
Scott, store manager, to learn about some of  the new books recently published and some of  the staff ’s favorites.  Please 
email and let us know if  you will be there for lunch so we can make reservation. The group is facilitated by Janie Morris 
(morrishome1 at bellsouth.net) and Carol Ann Mallory (cam2269 at aol.com). A list of  books for upcoming months 
may be found at www.gracestlukes.org/events/daytime-book-group.

Introducing Public Theology Beginning March 7
On Thursday, March 7 from 5:30-7 p.m., GSL will launch a new formation offering, Public Theology, at Celtic Crossing 
in the Cooper Young neighborhood. Join Father Ollie Rencher and the Rev. Meredith Jane Day for the topic, “What’s 

the Deal with Lent?” Public Theology is a time of  laid-back fellowship and open conversation facilitated at a public restaurant by a member 
of  the clergy. Monthly topics will focus on relevant issues of  faith, spirituality, and current events. Both non-alcoholic and alcoholic refresh-
ments will be available for purchase. All adults are invited to these drop-in gatherings, so bring a friend! Watch the parish news and notices 
for the locations and topics for April 4, May 2, and June 6.

Shrove
Tuesday
Festival
Tuesday, March 5
5-8 PM

Tickets available online.
Sign up to volunteer online.
For more information, purchase tickets, and to volunteer:
www.gracestlukes.org/events/shrove-tuesday-festival

mailto:cauthement@gracestlukes.org
mailto:kmtschmn@hotmail.com
mailto:amy%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:amanda%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
https://gracestlukes.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d63f9ad1bee3c02ff67d5dd2f&id=383c654f3a&e=87591e3e35
mailto:lowens%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://www.gracestlukes.org/events/third-thursday
mailto:lucy%40gracestlukes.org?subject=39ers
https://gracestlukes.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d63f9ad1bee3c02ff67d5dd2f&id=3641fc3339&e=e415f74811
http://www.gracestlukes.org/events/daytime-book-group/


Pastoral Care Requests

To submit a pastoral care request, please complete the Pastoral 
Care Requests form on the GSL website under the Member 
Central Tab (www.gracestlukes.org/member-central/pastoral-
care-requests). Requests submitted through this online form will 
be emailed directly to the appropriate lay staff  and/or clergy. Al-
ternately, you may call the church office at 272-7425 or email the 
Rev. Amy George, curate, at amy@gracestlukes.org or Amanda 
McGriff, director of  Pastoral Care at amanda@gracestlukes.org.
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The 2019 Annual Retreat of  Grace-St. Luke’s Vestry and 
Clergy, January 4-5 at St. Columba Episcopal Conference 
& Retreat Center, included plenary sessions and individual 
prayer time to contemplate a “vision” necessary to lead 
and inform how we (GSL parish community) might go 
about fulfilling and sustaining our “mission” in and beyond 
Midtown Memphis. Subsequent conversations, meetings, 
a Sunday Parish Hall Forum, and a subcommittee of  the 
Vestry led to the discernment of  a vision (below) that was 
adopted at the February 19th meeting of  the Vestry to mark 
a new season following the ministry commencement of  
our tenth rector, The Reverend Ollie V. Rencher, on July 
25, 2018.

Excerpts like the following from “Why Articulate Your 
Mission & Vision?,” an article from the 2015 edition of  
Episcopal Church Foundation’s Vestry Resource Guide, 
was helpful to the parish vision statement development. 
This tool helps vestries and clergy work together to be-
come an effective, even transformational leadership team, 
equipped to focus on what God is calling them to do in the 
world.

“Vestries today need to see beyond the quick, technical 
fix and tackle the more complex issues that ultimately can 
strengthen the congregation. That slower, more difficult 
work of  transformational leadership requires a shared 
understanding of  what God is calling the faith community 
to do. And the path to that shared purpose begins with 
these questions: Why? Why are we here, in this particular 
place? Why do we do what we do? Like inquisitive two-
year-olds, we ask these broad questions that will eventually 
to the real questions: Where is Jesus in all this? What is he 
calling us to do? Exploring these questions together is life 
giving. It is a way to discover a clear understanding of  your 
church’s work and hope for the future. Shared understand-
ing of  spiritual purpose has the power to guide leadership 
and energize the congregation. It is transforming. In our 

GSL Parish Mission and Vision Statements 2019
adopted February 19, 2019, by the Vestry for Parish Communication and Next Steps

work with congregations, we see abundant evidence that 
the prayerful consideration of  mission and vision can 
empower Episcopal communities of  faith to embrace the 
challenges and possibilities of  this time.” 

What is the mission of  the Church? The mission of  the 
Church is to restore all people to unity with God and each 
other in Christ. How does the Church pursue its mission? 
The Church pursues its mission as it prays and worships, 
proclaims the Gospel, and promotes justice, peace, and 
love. Through whom does the Church carry out its mis-
sion? The church carries out its mission through the min-
istry of  all its members. - Catechism (An Outline of  the Faith), 
The Episcopal Church, The Book of  Common Prayer (p 855)

The Mission of  Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
according to our Catechism, is to restore all people 
to unity with God and each other in Christ. 

The Vision of  Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is 
to be a thriving community of  hope, belonging, and 
healing through worship, parish life, and service, 
and who rejoices in the love of  Jesus to transform the 
world. 

From the remainder of  the church calendar season of  
Epiphany (January 6–March 5) through Lent and Holy 
Week (March 6–April 20), the Vestry, Clergy, Staff, and a 
host of  Ministry Area Leaders will collaborate on celebrat-
ing, reviewing, recalibrating, and planning a myriad of  
worship, programs, and events (regular and occasional) to 
support the spiritual lives, formation, growth, and disciple-
ship of  GSL members, newcomers, visitors, friends, and 
prospective new members. All should expect more parish 
community-building occasions to deepen connections and 
Memphis community-engagement initiatives in response to 
the new, exciting, and courageous vision for the future of  
life at Grace-St. Luke’s. 

mailto:amy%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:amanda%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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March 3
PHF: Moving from Epiphany to Lent: Art and Beauty, Companions 

for the Journey with the Rev. Meredith Jane Day: Over the course 
of  the next two months, the Lenten Art Series will be the focus of  
each week’s Parish Hall Forum. During this series, we will explore 
art in its many forms: music, liturgy, poetry, literature, visual art, 
and storytelling. Join the Rev. Meredith Jane Day to learn more 
about how experiencing art can deepen our Lenten journey towards 
self-examination.

PC: Parents Connect with the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

March 10
PHF: Lenten Art Series: Music with the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Wesley 

Emerson, & Gavin Wigginson: Music is one of  the central, power-
ful, restorative and unifying arts in the history and current life of  the 
Church. Join the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher (Rector), Wesley Emerson 
(Organist/Choirmaster), and Gavin Wigginson (Vestryman, Concert 
Choir Director at LeMoyne-Owen College, Fellowship Coach with 
Memphis Music Initiative) for an extraordinary time of  learning 
about, listening to, and even singing some of  the rich and diverse 
music composed for the season of  Lent. Don’t be surprised if  one 
of  them and others break into song!

March 17
PHF: Lenten Art Series: Scripture and Liturgy with the Rev. Amy M. 

George: Gone are the Glorias and the Alleulias have been buried. 
Beginning with Ash Wednesday and moving to Holy Week, our 
liturgical focus moves inward and becomes a time of  awareness, 
contemplation, and reflection as we journey toward the cross. 
We will examine this shift in worship and the beauty that can be 
found in it.

March 24
PHF: Lenten Art Series: Literature and Poetry with the Rev. Katherine 

Bush: Join the Rev. Katherine Bush as we explore images and ideas 
found in poetry that connect us to the traditional themes of  Lent: 
Self-Examination, Repentance, and Reconciliation. By looking at 
these poems, we hope to further engage with our Lenten journeys. 

March 31
CPG: Contemplative Prayer Group at 9 a.m. in Room 212
PHF: Lenten Art Series: Visual Art with Jimpsie Ayres & Robbie 

McQuiston
PC: Parents Connect with the Rev. Amy George

March–Sunday Mornings
The Parish Hall Forum (PHF), Trezevant Hall—9:30-10:20 a.m. 

Parents Connect (PC), Lounge or other locations, Once a Month—9:30-10:20 a.m.
Contemplative Prayer Group (CPG), Room 212, Last Sunday of  the Month—9-9:30 a.m.

Adult Formation 
www.gracestlukes.org/adult-formation 
Lent and Holy Week

Ash Wednesday, March 6 
Holy Eucharist & Imposition of  Ashes

7 a.m., noon, 6 p.m.

Palm Sunday, April 14
Blessing of  The Palms 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m.
PHF: Lenten Art Series: Palm-Cross Making with  

GSL Hearts and Hands Fellowship (9:30-10:20 a.m.)

Monday, April 15 & Tuesday, April 16
Noon Eucharist in the Chapel

Wednesday, April 17
Noon Eucharist in the Chapel

A Community Service of  Forgiveness and Healing (6 p.m.)

Maundy Thursday, April 18
Maundy Thursday Service followed by Overnight Vigil (7 p.m.)

Good Friday, April 19
Good Friday Service of  Music and Meditations at Noon

Holy Saturday, April 20
The Great Vigil of  Easter (7 p.m.)

Daily Meditation Resources for 
Lent and Holy Week

From Ash Wednesday (March 5) through Holy Saturday (April 20), 
individuals and households are encouraged to enrich observance 
of  the season with daily meditation resources provided by Forward 
Movement and Episcopal Relief  and Development. 

Beginning on the Last Sunday after the Epiphany: Transfigura-
tion Sunday (March 3), devotional booklets will be available in the 
public spaces at GSL or online: Forward Day by Day [prayer.for-
wardmovement.org] or Episcopal Relief  & Development Lenten 
Meditations [www.episcopalrelief.org/church-in-action/
church-campaigns/lent]. 

The Book of  Common Prayer also provides Daily Devotions 
beginning at page 136 or online under Daily Devotions [www.
bcponline.org]. 

Make a lenten donation to Episcopal Relief  & Development by 
following this link: www.episcopalrelief.org/what-you-can-do/
give/donate-now/individual-donation.

http://prayer.forwardmovement.org
http://prayer.forwardmovement.org
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/church-in-action/church-campaigns/lent
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/church-in-action/church-campaigns/lent
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-you-can-do/give/donate-now/individual-donation
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-you-can-do/give/donate-now/individual-donation
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Midweek Evenings
March 13, 20, 27, April 3 & April 10—6:30-7:30 p.m.

Bible Study: We're Marching to Zion: How the city of  Jerusalem is important in Scripture, History, and the Spiritual Life with 
Dr. Dan Pigg. Advanced sign-up required; limited to 20 people. Sign-up here: tinyurl.com/GSLMarchingToZion2019.

From the time of  King David in the 10th century BCE to 2019, the city of  Jerusalem has been an important city in world civilization. Juda-
ism, Christianity, and Islam have their stories about this city of  legend, and each finds in this city, points of  beginning, celebration, lamenta-
tion, and hopeful expectation. Let’s explore those stages. 

March 20, 27, April 3 & April 10—6:30-7:30 p.m.
Book Study: “Waking Up White” by Debbie Irving facilitated by Nicki Soulé. Advanced sign-up required; limited to 20 people. 

Sign-up here: tinyurl.com/WakingUpWhite2019.
For most of  her life, Debby Irving was at a loss to explain the racial tensions she felt in her personal and professional relationships. A self-
described well-intentioned white person, she was confused when her efforts to reach out to people of  color failed. This book chronicles 
Irving’s often cringe-worthy journey into understanding her own racial identity. Join parishioner Nicki Soule as we discuss Irving’s story 
and consider our own. With God’s help, we will wrestle with uncomfortable questions, challenge ourselves, and (hopefully) emerge better 
equipped to live into our baptismal covenant to respect the dignity of  every human being.

Nursery
Infant Room (Newborn to Walking)
Toddler Room (Walking to Potty Training)
Little Lambs Room (Potty Trained to Atrium Ready)
Location: Downstairs; Nursery Staff

Catechesis of  the Good Shepherd —Level I
3-6 yrs. (Pre-K, JK and SK) Sunday mornings at 9:30
Location: Atrium I (Green Room downstairs)

Catechesis of  the Good Shepherd—Level II
6-9 yrs. (1st, 2nd and 3rd Grade) Sunday mornings at 9:30
Location: Atrium II (Purple Room downstairs)

Children’s Activity Table during Coffee Hour
Location: Trezevant Hall

Donuts and kid-friendly fun during 
Coffee Hour after the 10:30 a.m. service

Project Purpose
4th–5th Grade; Location: Yellow Room, Youth Space

Rite 13 for Middle School
6th–8th Grade; Location: Red Room, Youth Space

J2A for High School
9th–12th Grade; Location: Red Room, Youth Space

Children & Youth Formation 
www.gracestlukes.org/sunday-school

 Sunday Mornings 
(9:30 until 10:20 a.m.)

Email Phishing Reminder 
 

Once again, some Grace-St. Luke’s parishioners & staff  received emails 
that appeared to be from Ollie+, but weren’t! See image to your left. 
 

We are not alone with this problem. It is happening around Memphis 
and the country, with churches being hit particularly hard. We con-
tinue to look for ways to combat this issue. We will stop including 
clickable email links of  parishioners in the eNews, Messenger, and our 
website: for example, when ministry leaders include their emails in 
notices for publication, we will change @ to "at." 
 

Please don't click links or respond to requests for money,  gift 
cards, or 'favors.'  All clergy and staff  have emails that end in 
@gracestlukes.org. Follow this link (www.gracestlukes.org/news/phishing) for more on this important subject about staying safe from 
phishing and hacking attacks and what to do if  you receive a suspicious email that appears to be from someone at GSL. We sincerely 
apologize for any inconvenience. Please call or email Lucy with any questions or concerns: 901-252-6333, lowens@gracestlukes.org.

From: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher <frollie.rencher@gmail.
com
To: lucy@gracestlukes.org
Subject:  BLESS YOU LUCY

How are you?

I need a favor from you, please email me back as soon as you 
get this message.

Hope to hear from you soon.

Peace and blessings,
Fr. Ollie+

http://tinyurl.com/GSLMarchingToZion2019
http://tinyurl.com/WakingUpWhite2019
https://gracestlukes.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d63f9ad1bee3c02ff67d5dd2f&id=9e55249f4e&e=87591e3e35
tel:9012526333


Church 
Athletics

EYC News
and Events

March
Youth Formation

www.gracestlukes.org/youth-formation

Middle and High School Calendar
www.gracestlukes.org/youth-formation/monthly-calendar

Registration Forms
www.gracestlukes.org/youth-formation/registration-forms

Diocesan Events
www.gracestlukes.org/youth-group/diocesan-events

Middle School
Sundays, Mar 3, 17, 24, & 31
9:30 a.m. Rite13 in the Red Room
Sunday March 3
5–6:30 p.m. Trivia Night EYC in the Red Room
Wednesday March 6
6:45 a.m. Biscuits and Bible in the Red Room
Sunday March 10
All Youth Events CANCELLED for Spring Break
Sunday March 17
5–6:30 p.m. St. Patrick's Party EYC (MS) in the Red Room
Wednesday March 20
6:45 a.m. Biscuits and Bible in the Red Room
Wednesday March 27
6:45 a.m. Biscuits and Bible in the Red Room
Sunday March 31
5–6:30 p.m. Escape Room EYC (MS) in the Red Room

High School
Sundays, Mar 3, 17, 24, & 31
9:30 a.m. J2A in the Red Room
Sunday March 3
4–5:30 p.m. High School EYC in the Red Room
Sunday March 10
All Youth Events CANCELLED for Spring Break
Sunday March 17
4–5:30 p.m. High School EYC in the Red Room
Sunday March 24
12–1 p.m. Brunch and Bible (HS) in the Red Room
Sunday March 31
4–5:30 p.m. High School EYC in the Red Room
For more information about the Episcopal Youth Community 

(EYC) and special events for children, youth, and parents 
contact the staff  or explore www.gracestlukes.org.
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GSL Church 
Baseball/Softball 
Skill Assessments 

It's baseball time and to get the season started we are having our 
annual Skill Assessments which are part of  the baseball and softball 
registration process. This is not a tryout, but simply a way to 
more evenly divide the teams.

The Skill Assessments are for 1st–4th graders who are registered 
to play baseball and softball. 
There are NO Skill Assessments for t-ball players.

Who: All 1st–4th grade girls and 1st–2nd grade boys who are 
registered for GSL baseball and softball. This is a required part 
of  the registration process; all players need to attend. 

When: March 23
 1st and 2nd Grade Boys, 10–11:30 a.m. 
 1st and 2nd Grade Girls, 11:45 a.m.–12:45 p.m. 
 3rd and 4th Grade Girls, 1–2 p.m. 
INDIVIDUAL player evaluation times will be emailed. Ten min-

utes will be allotted for each player evaluation. Rain Date: TBA
Where: GSL Snowden Field (2233 Harbert Avenue)
What: Players will rotate through several stations, to include:
 --Catching   --Throwing  --Fielding   --Batting   --Pitching
 Pitching will be incorporated during teh assessment.
Players: Be on time so you can get signed in and warmed up. 

Come dressed and ready to play. Bring your glove (bat if  you 
like) along with your enthusiasm, love of  the game, and let's 
have some fun!

Questions:  Contact Christi Authement (901-825-7353 or 
cauthement@gracestlukes.org or), GSL Church athletic director.

A BIG THANKS to the 
2018-2019 Basketball Coaches

Andy High, Scott Woodmansee, Paul Gomez, Ariel Laws, Zach 
Pretzer, Matthew Barron, David Richardson, John Houseal, Jace 
Barger, Alec McLean, David Johnson, Kevin Cubbins, Justin 
Taylor, Paul Hagerman, Mandy Chauhan, Chaz Higgins, Jason Cal-
lahan, Albert Jonson, Jim Curry, Joanna Byrnes and Bruce Williams

http://www.gracestlukes.org/youth-formation
http://www.gracestlukes.org/youth-formation/monthly-calendar
http://www.gracestlukes.org/youth-formation/registration-forms
http://www.gracestlukes.org/youth-group/diocesan-events
http://gracestlukes.org


Kindred Place 
Kindred Place, formerly The Exchange Club 
Family Center, provides trauma-focused clinical 

services aimed at disrupting the cycle of  family conflict, abuse, and 
violence. Kindred Place is a unique social service provider in the 
Memphis area as they offer professional, non-residential domestic 
violence therapy without an insurance requirement and at little or no 
cost. Additionally, it is the only local agency that provides a trauma-
focused treatment program for both the perpetrators and victims 
of  family violence. Kindred Place provides programming for family 
anger management, parenting support, and victim services.

Dorothy Day House of 
Hospitality Volunteer 
Opportunity: Sunday 
Prayer and Dessert 

Every Sunday at both of  the Dorothy Day House locations, there 
is a fellowship opportunity for volunteers and families to gather 
around the table and share a dessert together. Folks from GSL 
did this in January, and we found it to be a unique and wonderful 
experience. We plan to do this as an Outreach Volunteer 
opportunity once a quarter. We will take a simple dessert and 
join the families from 6-7 p.m. on March 24 at Loretta’s house 
on Peabody. Please let Patti Newsome know if  you’re interested: 
pattinewsom at gmail.com.

Mariposas Collective
Whether you’re getting a jump on your spring 
cleaning or your kids have just outgrown their 
winter clothes, we have the place for you to 
donate! The Mariposas Collective, located at First 

Congregational on Cooper, ministers to migrants in transit. They 
provide clothing to families released from detention during stop 
overs at the Greyhound bus station in Memphis. Many of  these 
families are dressed in the clothes they wore during the journey 
from Central America and are not attired for the cold weather 
they will face as they travel northward. 

Donations of  gently used heavy jackets, coats, scarves, gloves, 
or similar cold weather items for children would be greatly 
appreciated. Volunteers staff  the Collective’s space at First 
Congo from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and again from 6 to 8 p.m. M-F. 
The entrance is on the East side of  the church adjacent to the 
Hostel. A phone number to gain access is posted at the door. If  
you want more information on this effort, please send an email to 
mariposascollective at gmail.com.

Outreach Ministry
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Food Pantry Facts
by Juan Fuentes

Thank you to the Boy Scouts and Cub 
Scouts for the food collection they 
brought on Scout Sunday! It’s appreci-
ated and a big help. As always, thanks for 

the generosity of  GSL parishioners and 
friends who help the “little food Pantry with 

a BIG heart” with its mission of  helping those in need in our 
community. 

We will be making a change in our Food Pantry Sundays. Because 
of  extra food pantry storage space where the vending machine 
used to be, we are able to make larger orders of  food from the 
Food Bank and keep a larger inventory than we have in the past. 
Therefore, with the March Food Pantry Sunday and thereafter, 
we will have our food drives quarterly instead of  monthly. This 
means that we will have food drives on the last Sunday of  the 
month in March, June, September, and December. If  there is 
particular need otherwise, we will have an emergency food drive 
as needed. Lately, although the Food Bank has been stocking 
more food items and we can order a larger variety, we still have 
to purchase dried milk, bread, margarine, jelly, toilet paper, baby 
diapers, and hygiene products. 

If  you want to make a contribution in honor or in memory of  
someone, please feel free to do so by placing your check in the 
Sunday plate or by bringing the check to Lucy during regular 
weekly business hours. News about the Food Pantry will be 
published every month in the Messenger’s Food Pantry Facts, also 
in the Sunday bulletin, as well as the newsfeed in the hallway. 
With all our thanks and gratitude, as always, for all your help. 

January, Number of  Families served: 42 households, which 
included 52 adults, 63 children, and 12 seniors.

Volunteer Hours for January: 20.5 hours, which included 
9 hours distributing food, 2.5 hours Food Bank pick-up and 
shelving, 4.5 hours shopping and shelving, 3.5 hours cleaning 
and re-stocking, not including the hours spent by volunteer 
packers. 

Mark your calendars! The last Sunday of  the month, March 
31, is Food Pantry Sunday! We ask that you bring dried milk, 
tooth paste, cereal, soap, and hygiene products.

Volunteers are always needed! To volunteer, call Juan Fuentes, 
901-849-7033, or email juanjf7777 at aol.com.

“When we give cheerfully and accept gratefully, everyone is blessed.” ― Maya 
Angelou

mailto:pattinewsom@gmail.com
mailto:mariposascollective@gmail.com
mailto:juanjf7777@aol.com
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 Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal School News

SummerFest Registration Now Open: SummerFest 2019 has lots of  exciting programs this 
year! Register now before classes fill up! To view the SummerFest program book and to register, 
visit www.gslschool.org/choose-gsl/summerfest. 

Questions? Email Emily Merrell at emerrell at gslschool.org.

2019-20 Enrollment Continues!
Enrollment continues at GSL as we head into the spring 
season. Families are encouraged to apply soon, as many 
classes will be full before summer gets here. For a tour, 
or for more information, call Enrollment Director Shelly 
McGuire at 901-278-0200.

Join Us at GSL’s Anchor Auction Friday, April 12
Join us for a fun night with great food provided by Fork 

it Over Catering, dancing, and silent & live auctions. We've also added a new feature, "Raise the 
Anchor," providing guests with a new opportunity to give. This is the school’s largest fundraiser 
of  the year, and we hope to see you there! To purchase your tickets today for $85 per person, 
visit gslschool.formstack.com/forms/auctiontickets19! 

Fun @ GSL!
Preschool: (right) The JK Playful Pups were hard at work mak-
ing bird feeders for all our friends heading south for the winter.

Middle School: (far right) Each seventh grade student is research-
ing a famous Memphian and writing a paper about the person's 
impact on the history of  Memphis. Students recently visited the 
Memphis History room at Benjamin Hooks Central Library to 
help with their research.

Lower School: (below) In Science Lab, SK completed a STEAM 
challenge that reinforced collaboration and teamwork. Each team's 
job was to "Save Sam," a gummie worm trapped on top of  his 
capsized boat (a cup). Sam's life preserver (a gummie lifesaver) was 
trapped underneath the boat. The challenge was to get Sam safely 
inside of  his life jacket using only paperclips!

http://www.gslschool.org/choose-gsl/summerfest
mailto:emerrell@gslschool.org
http://gslschool.formstack.com/forms/auctiontickets19
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Membership
News

Transfers In
• Larry (Lorin) & Libba (Elizabeth) Allen from Holy 

Communion
• Greg, Joselyn & Maxwell Busby from Holy Communion
Deaths
• Edwin Francis Wills Sr. died January 19, 2019
• James Burton Alexander Jr. died January 20, 2019 (living 

in North Carolina)
• Michael Francis Pleasants died January 31, 2019

Holy Baptism 
Scheduled 

Baptism is the entry point for The Episcopal Church for adults, 
children, and infants. The next dates for the administration of  
the sacrament of  Holy Baptism are April 20, Easter Vigil; June 
9, Day of  Pentecost; and November 3, All Saints' Sunday. If  you 
have not been baptized or would like to schedule a baptism, 
please contact Connie Johns (Membership & Newcomers), 901-
252-6327 or connie@gracestlukes.org, or a member of  the clergy 
no less than two weeks before said date.

Looking Towards 
Sunday

Revised Common Lectionary
Track 2  Year C
Mar. 3 Last Sunday after the Epiphany
 Exodus 34:29-35  2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
 Luke 9:28-36  Psalm 99
Mar. 10 1st Sunday in Lent
 Deuteronomy 26:1-11  Romans 10:8b-13
 Luke 4:1-13  Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Mar. 17  2nd Sunday in Lent
 Genesis 15:1-12,17-18  Philippians 3:17-4:1
 Luke 13:31-35  Psalm 27
Mar. 24  3rd Sunday in Lent 
 Exodus 3:1-15  1 Corinthians 10:1-13
 Luke 13:1-9  Psalm 63:1-8
Mar. 31  4th Sunday in Lent
 Joshua 5:9-12  2 Corinthians 5:16-21
 Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  Psalm 32

www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts

The link above is access to Sunday lectionary readings online 
where you may reflect and pray with them at any time. Also 
offered are an overview, scripture backgrounds, a reflection, 
and prayer starter to enhance your worship experience. 

Memorials
& Honoraria

Memorials
Ed Wills from Bob & Babs Ducklo, Betty & John Malmo, 
Karen Harper, Linda Niell, John & Trish Pontius, Janice S. 
Bell, Dr. & Mrs. Ralph P. Wells, Mr. & Mrs. Henry T.V. Miller, 
The Order of  the Daughters of  the King St. Brigid Chapter 
St. Michael's Church, Jim & Bond Moore, Mr. & Mrs. Harry 
Rike, Lee & Julie Haag, Brent Marcum, Carolyn Gardiner, 
Mr. & Mrs. Jody Pendergrast, Mr. & Mrs. Jerial Knight, Rex & 
Johnnie Amonette, Anne S. Remmers, Frances R. Morrison, 
Becky & Robert Spilman, Josh & Bailey Czupryk, Anne & 
John Stokes Jr., and Susan & Jack Knight

Altar Gifts Offered 
In Loving Memory of

Mar. 3 Garth Connally Jones, Wharton Stewart Jones Jr.
Mar. 10 Ernest Joseph Smythe, Marion Summers Smythe, 

Henrietta Clarke Smythe, William Hamilton 
Smythe, Margaret Dyck Thinnes, Katherine 
McAlpin Hinds, Stanley Robins Hinds, Mary Clay 
Tate Smythe, William Hamilton Smythe Jr., Cary 
Adair Tate, Katherine Hinds Smythe

Mar. 17 Lacey Tucker Scott, Gwin Chalmers Scott, John 
Gwin Scott, John McArthur Skipper, Lois Hardage 
Skipper, Louisa Warfield Scott, Elenna Thisbe 
Scott, Noah McArthur Scott, John Hardage 
Skipper, Gwin Chalmers Scott II

4th/5th Sundays of  March open.

GSL Waffle Shop Waitstaff
The weekly Lenten series 
at Calvary which includes a 
delicious lunch at the Waffle 
Shop begins on March 8.  
This year, like last, GSL is 
responsible for four people 
each Wednesday and Friday 
during lent to help serve 
those meals.  No experience 
is necessary and it’s really great 

fun.  The shifts are 10:30 to 2 and you can learn all there is to 
know in just a few short minutes.  Please think about doing 
several shifts.  Parking is free at St Mary’s Cathedral with a 
continuous shuttle down to Calvary.  There will be sign-up sheets 
during the coffee hour or before or after Parish Hall Forum each 
week.   For more information contact Buddy Adams, 901-755-
2371, or Dorsey Wade, 601-613-2378.



Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church
1720 Peabody Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee 38104-6124
901-272-7425, 901-272-9833 (fax)
gsl@gracestlukes.org, www.gracestlukes.org

The Messenger of  Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church (USPS 778-900)-pub-
lished monthly by Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 1720 Peabody 
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38104. Periodicals postage paid at 
Memphis, TN. POSTMASTER: send address changes to Grace-St. 
Luke's Episcopal Church, 1720 Peabody Avenue, Memphis, TN 38104, 
(901) 272-7425, email gsl@gracestlukes.org. Lucy Owens, Editor. 

Calendar Online
Master Calendar: www.gracestlukes.org/events

Calendar
Highlights

 

 Mar. 3 Old-Fashioned 
  Southern Potluck
 Mar. 5 Shrove Tuesday Festival
Mar. 6 Ash Wednesday
Mar. 10 Daylight Savings Time Begins
Mar. 12 Finance Committee Meeting
Mar. 14 GSL Daytime Book Group
Mar. 14 Outreach Meeting
Mar. 15 Messenger Deadline
Mar. 21 Third Thursday
Mar. 23 Catechesis Training
Mar. 26 Vestry Meeting
Mar. 27 39ers 
Mar. 31 Food Pantry Sunday
Mar. 31 Contemplative Prayer Group

POSTMASTER: Please do not hold. Dated Material.

Grace-St. Luke's Church benefits from financial gifts to support our life and ministries: visit www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving.

Bishop Johnson's 
Retirement Celebration

Bishop Johnson’s Retirement Celebration 
is Sunday, March 31, from 6–8 p.m. 
at Memphis Botanic Garden with a 
brief  program beginning at 6:30. Please 
RSVP by March 22 if  you plan to 
attend, either by by email or phone, 
(celebratebishopjohnson at gmail.com, 
901-849-9090).

St. Columba Episcopal Camp and Retreat Center’s Called 
to Grow campaign will include a new lodge to be named 
after Bishop Don Johnson & Mrs. Jeannie Johnson, in 
honor of  their 18 years of  service to the Episcopal Dio-
cese of  West Tennessee. Bishop Johnson is honorary chair 
of  the Called to Grow campaign and all people wishing 
to honor them are encouraged to make a gift or pledge in 
lieu of  gifts to the Johnsons. Checks may be mailed to St. 
Columba Episcopal Camp and Retreat Center, 4577 Billy 
Maher Road, Memphis, TN 38135. You may also donate 
online by visiting www.givingsites.com/calledtogrow/
ways-to-give.php. Please note on the memo line on your 
check or in the additional information section online that 
your gift is in honor of  Bishop and Mrs. Johnson.

http://www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
mailto:celebratebishopjohnson@gmail.com
https://www.givingsites.com/calledtogrow/ways-to-give.php
https://www.givingsites.com/calledtogrow/ways-to-give.php
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