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A Note from Dr. Patrick A. Scott, GSL's 
New Director of Music & Organist,

 may be found on p. 5.



Inside This Issue

On the cover: Dr. Patrick Scott joins the GSL Clergy-Staff Team 
as Director of Music and Organist (More on page 5)

The Messenger deadline for December is November 10, 9 a.m. 
Please send your articles to Lucy at lowens@gracestlukes.org.
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Support Groups at GSL

AA meetings: Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous: Sundays, 8 p.m.

CoDA: Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 
Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous: 
Thursdays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at noon

For more info, contact Lucy in the office: 
lucy@gracestlukes.org or 901-272-7425.

 

Look for GRACESTLUKES in cyberspace.

pinterest.com/gracestlukes 

flickr.com/gracestlukes

youtube.com/gracestlukes

facebook.com/gracestlukes 

twitter.com/gracestlukes

instagram.com/gracestlukes

GSL eNews
Missing your weekly eNews? Check your spam folders! We have switched to an email service, 
MailChimp, to send out our eblasts. If  you are not getting eNews emails, they are most likely 
going to your spam or junk folder. Be sure to add gsl@gracestlukes.org to your address book. 
Need help getting them to NOT go in your spam folder? Contact Lucy Owens, 901-272-7425 
or lucy@gracestlukes.org. 

GRACESTLUKES Mobile App

GSL's mobile app is available for download in the Android and Apple Stores. The app is an 
effective way for the church to communicate with you and for you to stay connected with 
the church. The app is packed with resources such as Sunday's readings and the daily office, 
church events and news, the pastoral care request form, links to clergy and staff  emails, 
photo capture tools, and more. Best of  all, we can alert you to extra special happenings and 
cancellations via the app's push notifications system. You can download the app in the fol-
lowing ways: Search for GRACESTLUKES in the iTunes/Google Play stores. Follow this 
link: www.gracestlukes.org/app.
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Worship & Fellowship
SUNDAY
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist
8:45 a.m. Community Breakfast
9:15 a.m. Christian Formation Classes
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
11:45 a.m. Coffee Hour
5:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist
Nursery available 7:30 a.m. 'til end of  10:30 service
WEDNESDAY
Noon in the Chapel
30-minute service without music

Parish Office Hours 
be closed on Fridays. On Fridays, dial the Clergy 
on Call for any facilities emergencies.

Clergy on Call for Pastoral 
& Hospital Emergencies
901-252-6334 

Parish Clergy & Staff
www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Interim Associate Rector
The Rev. Meredith Jane Day, Curate
Christi Authement, Athletics Director
Sharon Campbell, Director of  Children’s Formation
Addison Combs, Youth Formation Associate
Abby Huber, Receptionist & Ministry Associate
Sandra Kendrick, Assistant Facilities Assistant
Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate
Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of  Music & Organist
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist & Choirmaster
Linda Stine, Parish Administrator 
Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant
Amzie Williams, Director of  Youth Formation

2019 Vestry & Treasurer
www.gracestlukes.org/vestry
Grant Adams (Worship), Jimpsie Ayres 
(Congregational Development), Wight 
Boggs (Fellowship), Patrick Burnett (Jr. 
Warden & Youth Formation), Nina Callan 
(Pastoral Care), Jim Greer (Worship), Linda 
Khumalo (Worship), Stinson Liles (Outreach 
& Justice), Julia McDonald (Clerk & 
Children’s Formation), Murray McKay (Adult 
Formation), Kurt Patton (Sr. Warden & 
Athletics), Charlie Pazar (Outreach & Justice), 
Tom Stephenson (Stewardship), Bev Trojan 
(Treasurer), Simon Wadsworth (Stewardship), 
and Gavin Wigginson (Congregational 
Development)

mailto:lowens%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:lucy%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://pinterest.com/gracestlukes  
http://flickr.com/gracestlukes
http://youtube.com/gracestlukes
mailto:?subject=
http://twitter.com/gracestlukes
http://instagram.com/gracestlukes
mailto:gsl%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:lucy%40gracestlukes.org.%20%20?subject=
http://www.gracestlukes.org/app
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Gratitude is when memory is 
stored in the heart and not in 
the mind. 
– Lionel Hampton 

For many years, jazz icon and 
vibraphonist Lionel Hampton 
(1908-2002) has been one of  
my inspirations on how to 
approach life: to take advantage 
of  the gift of  each day created 
by God and give back to 

it.  Hampton left this world with a legacy of  being one of  
the greatest musicians for his virtuosity on vibraphone, 
percussion, piano, voice, and as for his skills as a band leader. 
He once wrote, “I’m motivated. The spirit hits me and I just 
keep going and don’t stop. The more I play, the more I can 
invent, the more ideas come to me.” It was his gratitude for 
each breath, for family, education, employment, privileges, 
travel, relationships, communities, and the arts that informed 
his sheer delight in music-making. With a heart of  gratitude, 
not only did he offer his gifts and talents, he encouraged 
numerous others to do the same with their lives – every single 
day.

The month of  November at GSL includes several invitations 
for gatherings of  reflection and outward expressions 
of  gratitude: November 3, All Saints’ Sunday Poems on 
Gratitude Forum and 2020 Stewardship Pledge Offerings; 
November 10, Faith, Jesus, and Journalism Forum; 
November 17, Episcopal Relief  and Development Lasting 
World Changes Forum; November 22-23, 38th Annual 
Diocesan Convention; November 24, Annual Meeting of  the 
Parish; and November 28, GSL 79th Parish Anniversary & 
Thanksgiving Day Holy Eucharist. In one way or another, 
each is associated with matters of  the heart and intends to 
offer blessings to those who are able to engage. They are all 
bound to leave a lasting memory of  gratitude, which can be 
called upon at any time.

Here in the heart of  Midtown Memphis, we have it good, 
really good. It excites me to know that through investments 

Everyday Gratitude for Grace-St. Luke’s
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

in and celebration of  all that is offered for and by the 
parish (worship, music, formation, pastoral care, fellowship, 
outreach, sacred spaces), we will thrive even more to the glory 
of  God. As one of  my mentors wrote, “Gratitude practice 
is beneficial for every spiritual personality. One moment of  
gratitude leads to another, and in the end, we have hearts 
filled with joy.” 

Our parish vision is to be a thriving community of  hope, 
belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, and 
service, and who rejoices in the love of  Jesus to transform the 
world. May our everyday gratitude inspire us to transform this 
vision into the dream of  God.

Godspeed and blessings as we try,
– The Reverend Ollie V. Rencher, Rector 

Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church Vision Statement
Our Vision is to be a thriving community of  hope, belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, 

and service, and who rejoices in the love of  Jesus to transform the world.

Investing in Life at Grace-St. Luke’s
2020 Stewardship Campaign

Here at GSL, we’re serving and working in so many ways. From 
feeding those in need to singing with children to caring for the 
sick, parish ministries are praising our Lord and committed to 
our baptismal mission to restore all people to unity with God 
and each other in Christ. All that we are and offer focuses on 
our vision to be a thriving community of  hope, belonging, 
and healing through worship, parish life, and service, and who 
rejoices in the love of  Jesus to transform the world. In 2020, 
Grace-St. Luke’s will continue to invest in superlative music, 
meaningful liturgy, and quality programming to feed the souls 
and minds of  adults, youth, and children.  We invite you to 
prayerfully consider how you might invest in life at Grace-St. 
Luke’s and pledge for 2020 by returning a Pledge Form to the 
church office, placing it in the alms basin (offering plate), or 
pledging online at www.gracestlukes.org/pledge. Please join 
us in supporting life at GSL by offering your pledge before or 
on our festive All Saints’ Sunday celebration on November 3. 
Thank you for all you do in working for the kingdom!

In faith and gratitude for life at Grace-St. Luke’s,
Allison and Steven King
2020 Stewardship Chairs

https://gracestlukes.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d63f9ad1bee3c02ff67d5dd2f&id=ab4930d346&e=463c6376da
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Taking GSL Formation 
to the Community Offered 
5:30-7 p.m. at Celtic Crossing

All are invited to Public Theology, a GSL monthly formation 
offering at Celtic Crossing in the Cooper Young neighborhood. 
We'll see you Thursday, Nov. 7 for "Saints and Souls Remembered." 
November is a month dedicated to remembering.Join The Rev. Ollie 
V. Rencher, fellow parishioners, and friends for a discussion of  how 
our lives are shaped by those saints and souls who went before us. 
How can we use all they taught us to live the Gospel here and now?

Wednesday Lunch Fellowship
The Wednesday Lunch Fellowship (formerly 
39ers) is a daytime gathering for all adults. We 
meet monthly for social time, a catered lunch, 
and program, all for only $6. Our next meet-
ing will be Wednesday, Nov. 20, beginning at 

noon for social time followed by lunch at 12:30. Speaker TBA. Please 
let Lucy Owens know if  you are planning to attend, at lowens@
gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6333.  You may also sign up and pay 
online at www.gracestlukes.org/events/wednesday-lunch. All are 
invited and bring a friend.

Daytime Book Group
Our next discussion is Nov. 14 with News 
of  the World by Paulette Jiles. This is an open 
group—no invitation or requirements other 
than a love of  reading. We meet in the Red 
Room from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Bring a sack 
lunch. The group is facilitated by Janie Morris 
(morrishome1 at bellsouth.net) and Carol 

Ann Mallory (cam2269 at aol.com). A list of  books for upcoming 
months may be found at www.gracestlukes.org/events/daytime-
book-group.

Hey parents, we know you're always on the lookout for a good 
way to burn your kids' energy while you visit with other adults. 
We have the perfect opportunity! Join us on Sunday, Novem-
ber 10, for a Parents Connect fall celebration on the An-
chor Center lawn and Miss Lee's playground from 2:30-4:30. 
All families with kids 5th grade or younger are welcome, and 
snacks will be provided. Questions? allisonhking at gmail.com 
or jennifer.gibbs1 at gmail.com

Emily Neff, November 
Third Thursday
Guest Speaker

The Third Thursday Fellowship's next gath-
ering is Nov. 14 when we'll welcome Emily 
Neff, Executive Director of  the Memphis 

Brooks Museum of  Art. Emily will discuss the museum's new 
location which will overlook the Mississippi River in Downtown 
Memphis. We begin at 6 p.m. and end by 8 p.m. The cost is $20 
per person, and all members of  the congregation, no matter your 
age, are welcome. Reservations may be made with Lucy Owens in 
the church office at 901-252-6333 or online by following the link 
at www.gracestlukes.org/events/third-thursday. Please Note: Date 
changed to second Thursday this month.

Angels Among Us
GSL Angel Tree
You are invited to be a part of  this year’s 
Angel Tree, benefiting the children of  
Kindred Place, formerly The Exchange 
Club Family Center. We are thrilled to be 

able to offer the children it serves new, wrapped toys and books from the 
GSL community. Adoption Day is Sunday, Dec. 1! Look for volunteers 
in Trezevant Hall after the 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. services. 
Can’t make it to church that day? Email awilliams@gracestlukes.org 
to sign up online. Please do not take an angel tag without having the 
adoption recorded by a volunteer; we do not want any lost angels.  Col-
lection Day is Sunday, Dec. 8. Bring new, wrapped toys and books to 
Tresevant Hall. Volunteers will be there after the 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 
5:30 p.m. services to collect items. Our grantees, Kindred Place, desire 
to break the cycle of  child abuse and neglect through trauma-focused 
counseling, group therapy, and education programs. They help restore 
victims to themselves and to the community, providing hope for a 
better future. For more information, please contact Amzie Williams at 
901-252-6326 or awilliams@gracestlukes.org.

mailto:lucy@gracestlukes.org?subject=39ers
mailto:lucy@gracestlukes.org?subject=39ers
https://gracestlukes.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d63f9ad1bee3c02ff67d5dd2f&id=3641fc3339&e=e415f74811
mailto:awilliams@gracestlukes.org
mailto:awilliams%40gracestlukes.org?subject=


 The Messenger | November 2019| 5

New Parish House 
Receptionist & 

Ministry Associate, 
Abby Huber

Abby Huber joined the team 
at the GSL Parish House on 
October 28 in the new staff  role 
of  Receptionist and Ministry 
Associate. Thanks to funds 
designated in the 2019 operat-

ing budget for this position and after 33 years at GSL, Commu-
nications Administrator Lucy Owens is able to relocate her office 
to the third floor alongside fellow team members to focus on the 
wide range of  demands and deadlines of  her role. Abby is a gradu-
ate of  the University of  Memphis, former AmeriCorps VISTA/
Development and Project Coordinator at Carpenter Art Garden, 
and lifelong member of  GSL. Abby’s primary duties are to create 
an environment of  hospitality and direction for those who come to 
or call the parish house (church offices building); provide the clergy 
and staff  with program assistance to further support and engage 
parishioners; and offer hospitality to affiliates of  GSL School and 
the many groups and organizations who spend time throughout our 
buildings and grounds. The gift of  Abby’s exceptional talents and 
passion for congregational development will be a blessing to GSL. 
Watch for an updated GSL Personnel Organizational Overview of  
all clergy and staff  roles. Meanwhile, please join me in welcoming 
Abby Huber! – The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

A Message from 
Dr. Patrick A. 

Scott, GSL's New 
Director of Music 

& Organist
I am thrilled to finally be in 
Memphis and to join you all at 
Grace-St. Luke’s. These first 
couple of  weeks have already 
flown by and I have enjoyed 

getting to meet so many wonderful people in this great parish. It 
has been a joy to be in our Chancel Choir and chorister rehears-
als these past weeks and we are already planning and looking 
forward to many special services during the coming months. 

The clergy-staff  team at GSL is a wonderful group of  colleagues 
and I am excited to collaborate with them to bring new light 
and energy to our liturgy, music, and to our parish. 

The early wake-up call of  GSL School Chapel has already 
proved to be a rewarding experience; it is thrilling to see hun-
dreds of  young people participating in liturgy and worship! 

I am looking forward to getting to know more of  you and am 
excited for the music that we will make together.   

Moving on up...

After more than 33 years in the front office at Grace-St. Luke's — beginning in 1986 as Receptionist /
Secretary, and which evolved over the years to Parish Secretary, Parish Administrative Assistant, Commu-
nications Coordinator, and in 2014 as Communications Administrator — I'm moving upstairs.  In 1986 I 
barely knew what a computer was, had never heard of  the internet (GSL's first website wasn't until 1997... 
check out the Wayback Machine for gslepis.org!), and there were no cell phones, either! 

If  you go up the stairs, you can find me in the first office you see when you open the upstairs door.  If  you're coming from the eleva-
tor, it's the next to the last office on the right.  One of  the things I'll miss most after my move is all the wonderful conversations I've 
been blessed to have with parishioners over the years.  Don't hesitate to drop by any time. My email is lowens@gracestlukes.org and 
my direct extension number is 901-252-6333.  – Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator

Interim Associate Rector Appointed: The Rev. Anne S. Carrière 

Following the October 20th ministry farewell to the Rev. Amy M. George, the Rev. Anne Carrière will serve 
as Interim Associate Rector to assist our Curate, the Rev. Meredith Jane Day and me during my search for the 
next associate rector. An alumna of  Vanderbilt University and Memphis Theological Seminary, Anne served 
her home parish, Grace-St. Luke’s as deacon, priest assistant, and associate rector (1981-1990). Between 
1990 and retirement in 2013, she served Holy Apostles Memphis and St. Andrew’s Mountain Home (AR) as 
rector and vicar, respectively. After the death of  her husband John in 2016, she returned to Memphis in 
2017 where she has a daughter and family; her son and family live in the Washington, D.C. area. In the 

Fall of  2018, she reactivated membership at GSL and has been assisting with occasional responsibility for the Wednesday Noon 
and Sunday 5:30 Eucharists. Now, she will serve on Sundays and Wednesdays, and maintain office hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
to assist the with pastoral care administration (visits, calls, counseling, emergencies). Please join me in welcoming Anne+ to the team, 
and stay tuned for more about the search process. – The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

mailto:lowens%40gracestlukes.org?subject=


Pastoral Care Requests

To submit a pastoral care request, please complete the Pastoral 
Care Requests form on the GSL website under the Member 
Central Tab (www.gracestlukes.org/member-central/pastoral-
care-requests). Requests submitted through this online form will 
be emailed directly to the appropriate lay staff  and/or clergy. Al-
ternately, you may call the church office at 272-7425 or email the 
Rev. Amy George, curate, at amy@gracestlukes.org or Amanda 
McGriff, director of  Pastoral Care at amanda@gracestlukes.org.
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All members and newcomers are invited and encouraged to 
attend the Annual Meeting at 9:15 a.m. in the Parish Hall on 
November 24. This one-hour occasion will undertake key 
business matters, including the election of  the Vestry Class 
of  2022, parish life highlights since the last annual meeting, 
review of  a 2020 operating budget draft, and a state-of-the-
parish address from the rector. In accordance with parish 
by-laws, your Vestry Nominating Committee is composed of  
members who will rotate off  the vestry in December, the Class 
of  2019: Linda Khumalo, Julia McDonald, Murray McKay, 
Kurt Patton, and Gavin Wigginson. In conversation with the 
Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector, the committee arrived at a slate 
for the five-person Class of  2022 through recommendations 
and self-nominations. A special eNews including the slate of 
nominees will be emailed at a later date. The information 
will also be available at the information center under the 
flatscreen monitor in the main hallway.

In addition to the candidates presented by the committee, the 
parish by-laws provide for nominations to be made from the 
floor at the annual meeting. If  you wish to nominate a member to 
serve, you must receive his/her permission before nominating, 
and the nominee should be present at the meeting. To serve on 
the vestry, one must be a confirmed Communicant in Good 
Standing, as defined by Title I, Canon 17 of  the Episcopal 
Church, who in the preceding year has received communion 
at least three times and been faithful in working, praying, and 
giving for the spread of  the Kingdom of  God. In addition, 
one must be a member of  Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
eighteen years of  age, a giver of  record, and not employed by 
the Parish, Diocese, or Grace- St. Luke’s Episcopal School.

Five members will be elected at the annual meeting on 
November 24 to serve on your vestry for a three-year term. 
The five (5) persons receiving the highest number of  votes 
shall be elected; provided however, that if  there is a tie vote for 
the fifth (5th) position, on a second vote the person receiving 
the most votes is declared the winner. (GSL By-laws Article 
II, Section 3.) At the end of  the three-year term for which 
elected, an incumbent shall become ineligible for re-election 
for three (3) years; provided however, said ineligibility in excess 
of  one (1) year may be waived by a majority vote at the Annual 
Meeting of  the Parish, and if  for less than one (1) year, in 
addition to a majority vote at the Annual Meeting, a waiver 
from the Bishop must be obtained. GSL By-laws Article II, 
Section 3.

Exodus photos...
Another Exodus Retreat in the books. A great time was had by all.  
To see a few more photos from the event, visit https://tinyurl.com/
Exodus2019Photos.

A Big Deal: The Annual Meeting of 
the Parish and Vestry Elections
Sunday, Nov. 24, 9:15 A.M. in 

Trezevant Hall

mailto:amy%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:amanda%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Christian Formation

Sunday Mornings, beginning at 9:15
ADULTS (Parish Hall Forum)

www.gracestlukes.org/adult-formation

Nov. 3 – Poems on Gratitude with The Rev. Katherine M. Bush
Nov. 10 – Faith, Jesus, and Journalism: A Conversation with Dan 

Conaway and Otis Sanford 
Nov. 17 – Lasting World Changes by Episcopal Relief  and 

Development with Episcopal Church Programs Vice President, 
Josephine Hicks

Nov. 24 – Annual Meeting of  the Parish

YOUTH
www.gracestlukes.org/youth-formation

Rite 13 for Middle School 6th – 8th Grade
Location: Red Room, Youth Space
Leaders: Director of  Youth Formation Amzie Williams and as-
sisted by Youth Volunteer Parker Pippen. 

J2A for High School 9th – 12th Grade
Location: Room 212 (adjacent McClure Hall)
Taught by Youth Formation Associate Addison Combs and as-
sisted by Youth Volunteer Jess Steenbergen

CHILDREN 
www.gracestlukes.org/sunday-school 

Nursery for Infants through Kindergarteners
Infant Room (Newborn–Walking) 
Toddler Room (Walking–Potty Training) 
Little Lambs Room (Potty Training–Atrium Ready) 
Location: Church Nursery with the Nursery Staff. 
Children may be picked up in the Nursery prior to Communion, or 
at the conclusion of the service. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Atrium I: 3–6 yrs: Pre-K, JK & SK; Location: Green Rm
Catechist: Sharon Campbell
Atrium II: 6–9 yrs: 1st, 2nd, 3rd Grade; Location: Purple Rm
Catechists: Sydney Prather
Atrium Assistant: Theresa Prather; Supporting Catechist: Teresa Betts
Catechesis children are encouraged to stay in their atria during the 
10:30 service. After the Peace, we will process as a group into the 
sanctuary, and children will join their families in the pew.

Project Purpose 4th & 5th Grade (9:15-10:15 a.m.); Location: Yellow Rm
Leader: Julie O’Bryan; Support Staff: Teresa Betts

Following the 10:30 service: Children’s Activity Table (All Ages)
Donuts and kid-friendly fun during Coffee Hour after the 10:30 a.m. 
service. Location: Trezevant Hall.
Staff: Julie O’Bryan & Sharon Campbell

Wednesday Evenings in November
www.gracestlukes.org/midweek-evenings

November 6, 13, and 20; Time: 6 – 7:30 p.m.
Braving the Wilderness: A Deeper Look into the Work of  Dr. Brené Brown
Facilitator: Anne Ayres; Location: Peete Room

In this time of  bitter political and ideological polarization, it is 
tempting to fall into demonizing and dehumanizing the “other.” 
In her book Braving the Wilderness, writer and researcher Dr. Brené 
Brown points the way toward reconciliation through the practice of  
showing up as our authentic and imperfect selves, rather than taking 
the well-worn path of  “fitting in.”  In this three-week conversation 
we will explore how we, as followers of  Christ, can develop the 
clarity and courage necessary for true belonging. Class limited to 20 
participants. Book provided. Sign up by following this link: https://
tinyurl.com/GSLBraving.

December 4, 11, and 18; Time: 6 – 7:30 p.m.
Intergenerational Wednesday Evenings in Advent; Location: Trezevant Hall

On Wednesday evenings during the month of  December, gather 
for intergenerational participatory evenings of  Advent themed 
activities. Whether younger, older, or somewhere in between, 
connect with others in activities to create intentional time to 
capture the beauty of  the season and to be reminded of  why we 
celebrate Christmas. Sign up requested for each date; follow this 
link: https://tinyurl.com/GSLAdvent.

Download the Fall 2019 Formation and Worship Offerings 
www.tinyurl.com/GSL2019FallFormation.

https://gracestlukes.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d63f9ad1bee3c02ff67d5dd2f&id=3c479826ed&e=b0337aa17b
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EYC News
and Events

November 
Youth Formation Schedule

 
Sun., Nov. 3 Rite 13 for 6th-8th grade @ Red Rm 
 J2A for 9th-12th grade @ Rm 212 
 Confirmation Class ( 9th-12th) 
 Jr. High EYC 4-5:30 p.m.
 Sr. High EYC 5-7 p.m. 

Tues., Nov. 5 High School Prayer Breakfast 
 @ Ugly Mug on Poplar 7-8 a.m.

Wed., Nov. 6 Biscuits & Bible 6:45-7:45 a.m. @ Red Rm

Sun., Nov. 10 Rite 13 for 6th-8th grade @ Red Rm 
 J2A for 9th-12th grade @ Rm 212 
 Confirmation Class ( 9th-12th) 
 Jr. High EYC 4-5:30 p.m.
 Sr. High EYC 5-7 p.m. 

Tues., Nov. 12 High School Prayer Breakfast 
 @ Ugly Mug on Poplar 7-8 a.m.

Wed., Nov. 13 Biscuits & Bible 6:45-7:45 a.m. @ Red Rm

Sun., Nov. 17 Rite 13 for 6th-8th grade @ The Red Rm 
 J2A for 9th-12th grade @ Rm 212 
 Confirmation Class ( 9th-12th) 
  Jr. High EYC 4-5:30 p.m.
 Sr. High EYC 5-7 p.m. 

Tues., Nov. 19 High School Prayer Breakfast 
 @ Ugly Mug on Poplar 7-8 a.m.

Wed., Nov. 20 Biscuits & Bible 6:45-7:45 a.m. @ Red Rm

Nov. 22- 23 Second Annual Diocesan Youth Lock-In 
Join us Nov. 22 for a Diocesan Lock-In at 
St. John’s Episcopal Church. This event is 
FREE and open to all youth and friends 
in 6th-12th grade. Register at: https://tinyurl.
com/DioYouthLockIn 

Sun., Nov. 24- Rite 13 for 6th-8th grade @ Red Rm 
 J2A for 9th-12th grade @ Rm 212 
 Confirmation Class ( 9th-12th) 
 NO EYC

Tues., Nov. 26 NO High School Prayer Breakfast 
 @ Ugly Mug on Poplar 7-8 a.m.

Wed., Nov. 27 NO Biscuits & Bible  

Dec. 28-Jan. 1 Winter Fire: A brand new opportunity for
 youth in grades 6-8. Join us for the 1st  Winter  
 Fire retreat to be held at St. Columba. For more 
 info, email awilliams@gracestlukes.org. Reg-
 ister at saintcolumbamemphis.org/winterfire

mailto:awilliams%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Church 
Athletics

Coach Bazzanella's U5 soccer team huddling-up 
for some serious game planning!

Outreach 
Ministry

Neighborhood Christian 
Centers

by Ruthie Lentz

Neighborhood Christian Centers was 
formally established in 1978, after the 
ministry of  its founders, Monroe and 
JoeAnn Ballard, began on a grassroots 
level in 1968.  Reacting to a need within 
their community, JoeAnn and Monroe 

provided housing and care to their community as well as 
a foster home to 75 children.  The Ballards’ vision was to 
help families achieve upward mobility by creating path-
ways to higher education and eventually breaking the cycle 
of  poverty from one generation to the next.

We believe that by ministering to the practical and spiritual 
needs of  our neighbors, we can assist them to move from 
reliability to sustainability.  We offer hope to broken com-
munities where neighbors have been disenfranchised by 
society.  NCC values the philosophy of  "respect for the 
total person," regardless of  their poverty-stricken circum-
stances.  We believe that time and consistency will lead to 
more effective relationships and the ability to effect change 
in the lives of  an individual, their family, and ultimately 
in the community at-large.  In 2018 alone, NCC served 
over 58,000 neighbors in need through programs such as 
Compassionate Ministries, Youth Empowered to Succeed 
(YES), and Adult and Family Empowerment Programs. 

While the Christmas season may be full of  joy and hope 
for some, many of  our neighbors experience fear and 
stress due to their lack of  resources.  NCC responds to 
this need by organizing food packing events to provide 
10,000 food boxes, each allowing a family of  four to eat 
for four days.  This year we will host our Compassionate 
Kids Event on December 12 for church families with 
children (ages 12 and under) to come together to pack 
these food boxes.  

Our second packing day will take place on December 14 
for families with children (ages 12 and up) and friends to 
pack boxes as well.  Look for more information on the 
GSL website, and come join us at one of  these fun events!After the huddle, GSL player breaks out front of  the pack for the goal.

Big thanks to fall soccer and flag football coaches: John 
Bazzanella, Dylan Everett, Rebecca Figura, Chaz Higgins, 
Ryan Gibbs, Brian Fisher, Jamie Naylor, Libby Flynt, 
John Thatcher, Billy Wilson, Andy High, Scott Blank-
snship, Brent Orr, Scott Woodmansee, Chris Warner, 
Ashley West, Mike Evers, Phineas Bresee, Dickie Lo-
gan, Ryan Mckee, Daniel Breen, Paul Hagerman, John 
Weeden, Daniel Fundo, and Hank Word. 
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 Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal School News

2019-2020 Chapel Talks Series Begins
Did you know that the GSL Church pulpit is not only frequented by Father Ollie and 
Rev. Meredith for preaching, but also every single 8th grade Luker throughout the 
academic year?? Thanks to the school’s Chapel Talks series, which began in 2007, each 
8th grader gives a speech during an All-School Chapel, held every Thursday morning 
at 8:05 a.m. Students craft their own speeches, and then work on their oration skills 
with Middle School Performing Arts Teacher/Director Leslie Reddick to deliver their 
speech in front of  their classmates in grades 1-8, as well as any family members they 
invite. Speech topics range from most influential person, to most significant experiences 
or memorable moments during their time as a GSL student, to three things they love 
about the school. Now in its 12th year, the 2019-2020 series kicked off  on September 
19. Each trimester will feature 13 students, with two or three presenting their Talk at an 
All-School Chapel. This is just one of  the many milestones that make an 8th grader’s 
final year at GSL School so special!

GSL Admissions Events This Month
November 9: Preschool and SK Open Houses
On the morning of  Saturday, Nov. 9, GSL will host two open houses. The Preschool Open 
House will begin at 9 a.m. at the Anchor Center Library, while the Senior Kindergarten 
“Soar into SK” event will begin at 10:30 a.m. at the Lower School. This will be a wonderful 
opportunity to tour the school and learn more about all we have to offer students ages 2 
to 5! Learn more and register at www.gslschool.org/admissions/events.

November 12: Why GSL? 
Middle School Information Session at novel. Bookstore
Learn about the GSL Middle School experience with Head of  School Ellen Hendry 
in conversation with Middle School Lukers at novel. bookstore (387 Perkins Ext.) on 
Tuesday, Nov. 12, from 9-10 a.m. 

Register at www.gslschool.org/admissions/events.

Three GSL School 8th graders, including GSL 
Church parishioner Charles Rowland, prior to 
the start of  All-School Chapel on September 26, 
2019, at which they delivered their Chapel Talks.

https://www.gslschool.org/admissions/events/
https://www.gslschool.org/admissions/events/
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Membership
News

Transfers in
• Amery Ewing – received as baptized member (Tunica United 

Methodist) and daughters Sayde Bell Moore and Caroline Jaye 
Ware

• Amy Fox Smythe (husband Brooks), Garner Grace Smythe, 
and Edward Bartlett (Ward) Smythe  – from Holy Communion, 
Memphis

• Elizabeth Holt (Lizzy) Yatsula and Matthew Thomas (Matt) 
Yatsula – from  Holy Communion, Memphis

• Douglas Young Snider (Doug) – received as baptized member 
(Church of  Christ, Martin, TN)

• Stacey Trimble Smith – received as baptized member

Births
• Wiseman Hall Stephenson, son of  Katie and Tommy Stephenson, 

born 10/9/19
• Jessica Sarah Campbell, daughter of  Jaynie and Robert Campbell

Faithful Departed
• Dana Frazer, died 9/21/19; burial liturgy at GSL 9/24/19
• Helen Hunter Saino, died 10/3/19; burial at Elmwood 10/8/19
• The Rev. James Cook Newsom, died 10/8/19; burial liturgy at 

GSL 10/12/19
Holy Baptism 
Schedule 

Baptisms at GSL—Future Date for 2019: The sacrament of  
Holy Baptism is administered at various times throughout each 
year: four occasions on the church year calendar according to 
The Book of  Common Prayer (The Baptism of  our Lord, The 
Great Vigil of  Easter, The Day of  Pentecost, All Saints’ Sunday) 
plus one or two additional dates. The remaining 2019 date is 
November 3, All Saints' Sunday. To schedule a baptism, contact 
Chapman Morrow (901-252-6328, cmorrow@gracestlukes.org).

Looking Towards 
Sunday

Revised Common Lectionary
Track 2  Year C
Nov. 3  Daniel 7:1-3,15-18  Psalm 149
  Ephesians 1:11-23  Luke 6:20-31
Nov. 10  Job 19:23-27a  Psalm 17:1-9
  2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17  Luke 20:27-38
Nov. 17  Isaiah 65:17-25  Psalm 98
  2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  Luke 21:5-19
Thanksgiving  Deuteronomy 26:1-11  Psalm 100
  Philippians 4:4-9  John 6:25-35
Nov. 24  Jeremiah 23:1-6  Psalm 46
  Colossians 1:11-20  Luke 23:33-43

www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts
The link above is access to Sunday lectionary readings online 
where you may reflect and pray with them at any time. Also 
offered are an overview, scripture backgrounds, a reflection, and 
prayer starter to enhance your worship experience. 

Memorials
& Honoraria

Memorials
• Barry Niell from Marion McClure, Lindsay Douglas, and 

Lawrence Morton
• Dan Nix from James & Patti Newsom
• Maurice Tyler from Marty & Candice Carr
• Lawrence Keesee from Mackie & Jane Gober
• James Newsom from Carol Gardner, Ruthie Lentz & Earle 

Donelson, Barney Rolfes, Holley & Lucius McGehee, Carolyn 
& Greer Simonton, Bettye Pittman, and Anne Remmers

Honoraria
• Betty Peyton from George Peyton Jr.

Liturgical Ministers
Schedule

The liturgical ministers schedule for the month may be found at: 
www.gracestlukes.org/weeklyteams. It includes acolytes, LEMs, 
lectors, vergers, bread bakers, altar guild, Crossmen breakfast cooks, 
and clergy for Sunday mornings and special services.

Altar Gifts Offered 
In Loving Memory of

Nov. 3 Beverly Powers Alexander, Alice M. Armstrong, and 
Pearl Rice Connally

Nov. 10  Millicent Peyton, John Peyton, and Claude Thompson
Nov. 17  Robert Parrish Taylor III, James F. Humphreys, Sara W. 

Humphreys, and Eleanor Humphreys Grandjean
 In honor of  the marriage of  Erin Dillard and PJ Mingos 

and in memory of  her father, Hart Dillard
Thanksgiving  Open
Nov. 24 Laura Lane Heathcott, Christine Harrell Stauber, 

Harvey Victor Stauber, Patricia Mary Hardy, Helen 
Price Boone, and Harvey Victor Stauber Jr.

Privacy Policy & Photo Opt-Out Form
Grace-St. Luke's privacy policy and photo opt-out form may be found on the GSL website at www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy.

mailto:cmorrow%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy
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1720 Peabody Avenue
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The Messenger of  Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church (USPS 778-900)-pub-
lished monthly by Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 1720 Peabody 
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38104. Periodicals postage paid at 
Memphis, TN. POSTMASTER: send address changes to Grace-St. 
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Calendar Online
Master Calendar: www.gracestlukes.org/events

Calendar
Highlights
Nov. 3 All Saints', Holy Baptism
Nov. 6 Braving the Wilderness Begins
Nov. 7 Public Theology

Nov. 10 Messenger Deadline
Nov. 10 Parents Connect Celebration
Nov. 12 Finance Committee Meeting
Nov. 14 Daytime Book Group
Nov. 14 Outreach Meeting
Nov. 19 Vestry Meeting
Nov. 20 Wednesday Lunch Fellowship
Nov. 21 Third Thursday Fellowship
Nov. 22-23 Diocesan Convention @ GSL
Nov. 24 Annual Parish Meeting
Nov. 28 Thanksgiving Service
Nov. 28-29 Church Office Closed

POSTMASTER: Please do not hold. Dated Material.

Grace-St. Luke's Church benefits from financial gifts to support our life and ministries: visit www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving.

Thanksgiving Day 
Eucharist at 10 A.M.

Join us Thanksgiving morning as we worship together 
and give thanks for all of  our many blessings. We 
will be treated to a full choir, brass, and timpani. 
Thanksgiving Day also marks our “birthday” at GSL. 
Grace and St. Luke’s churches joined for the first 
combined service on Thanksgiving Day, 1940. Read 
more about our founding at www.gracestlukes.org/
events/thanksgiving-day-service.

Cards of admission were sent to all communicants of Grace and 
St. Luke's parishes to assure them of a seat at the 10 a.m. service. 
(see photo above)  At ten minutes to the hour, however, the cards 
were of no value, and the general public was admitted.

http://www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
http://www.gracestlukes.org/events/thanksgiving-day-service
http://www.gracestlukes.org/events/thanksgiving-day-service
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