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Grace-St. Luke’s first Eucharist since mid-March outdoors.
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Look for GRACESTLUKES in cyberspace.

pinterest.com/gracestlukes 

flickr.com/gracestlukes

youtube.com/gracestlukes

facebook.com/gracestlukes 

twitter.com/gracestlukes

instagram.com/gracestlukes

GSL eNews
Missing your weekly eNews? Check your spam folders! We have switched to an email service, 
MailChimp, to send out our eblasts. If you are not getting eNews emails, they are most likely 
going to your spam or junk folder. Be sure to add gsl@gracestlukes.org to your address book. 
Need help getting them to NOT go in your spam folder? Contact Lucy Owens, 901-272-7425 
or lowens@gracestlukes.org. 

GRACESTLUKES Mobile App

GSL's mobile app is available for download in the Android and Apple Stores. The app is an effec-
tive way for the church to communicate with you and for you to stay connected with the church. 
The app is packed with resources such as Sunday's readings and the daily office, church events 
and news, the pastoral care request form, links to clergy and staff emails, photo capture tools, and 
more. Best of all, we can alert you to extra special happenings and cancellations via the app's push 
notifications system. You can download the app in the following ways: Search for GRACEST-
LUKES in the iTunes/Google Play stores. Follow this link: www.gracestlukes.org/app.

Worship & Formation
SUNDAY
9:15–9:45 a.m. Virtual Adult Formation Speakers 
  & Programs
  Youth & Children Formation Resources Emailed
10:30–11 a.m. Worship Livestream and In Person
4–5 p.m. Middle School EYC via ZOOM or In Person
5–6 p.m. High School EYC via ZOOM or In Person
5:30–6 p.m. Contemplative Prerecorded Worship 
  & Music Events
TUESDAY 
8–8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live
WEDNESDAY 
5 p.m. Youth Compline via Insta Live
THURSDAY 
7 a.m. Youth Morning Prayer via Insta Live
8–8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

Parish Office Hours 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday–Friday

Clergy on Call for Pastoral 
& Hospital Emergencies
901-252-6334 

Parish Clergy & Staff
www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate
Jessica Abell, Parish Intern
Christi Authement, Athletics Director
Sharon Campbell, Director of Children’s Formation
Jess Steenbergen, Youth Formation Associate
Abby Huber, Receptionist & Ministry Associate
Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate
Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster
Linda Stine, Parish Administrator 
Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant
Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation

2020 Vestry & Treasurer
www.gracestlukes.org/vestry
Grant Adams (Worship & Liturgy), Jimpsie Ayres 
(Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Clerk, 
Fellowship), Patrick Burnett (Youth Formation), 
Nina Callan (Pastoral Care), Ben Cowan (Children’s 
Formation), Mike Davis (Athletics), Jim Greer 
(Worship & Liturgy), Sandra Ireland (Adult 
Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Stinson Liles 
(Social Justice), Charlie Pazar (Jr. Warden, Property, 
Stewardship), Anna Robbins (Congregational 
Development), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship), Bev 
Trojan (Treasurer), Simon Wadsworth (Sr. Warden, 
Administration & Communications, Stewardship)

Pastoral Care
Sharing and Responding to Concerns. 
To alert the clergy of a pastoral matter concerning 
yourself or a member, including any medical 
procedures, contact the clergy confidentially via 
901-252-6320 or pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org. 
For hospitalizations or emergencies concerning a 
member, contact the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line 
at 901-252-6334. This is the best way to communicate 
pastoral needs and ensure a prompt response from a 
member of the clergy or pastoral care team.
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Privacy Policy & Photo Opt-Out Form
Grace-St. Luke’s privacy policy and photo opt-out form may be found on the GSL website at 
www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy.

Inside This Issue

On the cover: Grace-St. Luke’s held her first Euchairst since mid-
March, outdoors. It was a spectacular worship service.  

Additional photos on back page.

Please note: With this issue, we begin publishing the Messenger bi-monthly. The 
deadline for the October-November issue of the Messenger is 9 a.m., SEPTEMBER 1. 

Please send your articles to Lucy Owens at lowens@gracestlukes.org. 
For more informataion, visit www.gracestlukes.org/communications.
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Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church Vision Statement
Our Vision is to be a thriving community of hope, belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, 

and service, and who rejoices in the love of Jesus to transform the world.

Gratitude: A Gift For All Seasons
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

One of my icons, Father Henri 
Nouwen (1932-1996), reflects 
poignantly about gratitude, 
namely how it is an awareness 
to be reached and can become 
a quality of the heart. I believe 
that transformation of the 
human heart and radical 
stewardship are our best way 
forward in all seasons of life. 

Nine months into the impact of 
and changes associated with the 

COVID-19 pandemic, we are blessed. Amid a staggering reality 
that the human family remains torn apart by hatred, violence, 
inequity, and a common resistance to embrace that all people 
are created in the image of God, we are blessed. In the storm of 
vitriol and alienating politics, we are blessed. By what Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry proclaims as the “loving, liberating and 
life-giving” ethos of the Episcopal tradition, we are blessed. 
Likewise, we are blessed by life at Grace-St. Luke’s. 

At GSL, you and I are beneficiaries and benefactors of a 
significant ministry to all sorts and conditions of people and 
a courageous vision. And things will only get better through 
expressions of gratitude in this and all seasons. God in Christ 
Jesus calls the faithful to live from places of abundance versus 
scarcity and to watch the unfolding of growth and prosperity. 
God always provides, and all shall be well. One way that 
gratitude can manifest itself and make a difference is by 
generous giving of time, talent, and treasure to support life at 
Grace-St. Luke’s. 

Our stewardship campaign, Resilience and Connection by Giving, 
launched on Celebration Sunday, September 13. It is bound to 
be successful if we give to this sacred thriving parish from the 
heart. I carry abiding gratitude for the privilege to share in God’s 
mission, ministry, and vision with you, and commit to offering 
even more to our common life. In gratitude, I will increase my 
annual pledge for 2021 and invite you to consider the same with 
your estimate-of-giving, if possible, by November 1.

Nouwen writes, “Fear and anxiety never totally leave us. But 
slowly they lose their domination as a deeper and more central 
experience begins to present itself. Gratitude is the awareness 

that life in all its manifestations is a gift for which we want to 
give thanks. The closer we come to God in prayer, the more we 
become aware of the abundance of God’s gifts to us. We may 
even discover the presence of these gifts in the midst of our 
pains and sorrows. The mystery of the spiritual life is that many 
of the events, people, and situations that for a long time seemed 
to inhibit our way to God become ways of being united more 
deeply with him. What seemed a hindrance proves to be a gift. 
Thus gratitude becomes a quality of our hearts that allows us to 
live joyfully and peacefully even though our struggles continue.” 
–A Cry For Mercy, Henri J. M. Nouwen, A Grateful Heart

God’s peace and blessings as we try, 

Ollie+

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
901.252.6320 | orencher@gracestlukes.org

GSL Website Enhancements & 
Quick Links: www.gracestlukes.org

In September, we implemented adjustments to our website. The 
desktop version of the home page provides immediate access to 
and key dropdowns for Welcome, Discover, Connect and Watch 
Live in addition to top-right small tabs for Worship, News, 
Events and Giving next to MENU; for mobile devices, all is eas-
ily accessible by clicking MENU. These recent changes and the 
quick links below intend to make it easier for folks to find what 
they’re looking for.  

Worship: gracestlukes.org/worship
Events: gracestlukes.org/events
News: gracestlukes.org/news
Giving: gracestlukes.org/giving
Virtual Offerings: gracestlukes.org/virtual-offerings
Adult Formation: gracestlukes.org/adult-formation
Youth Formation: gracestlukes.org/youth-formation
Children’s Formation: gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation
Music: gracestlukes.org/music
Athletics: gracestlukes.org/athletics
Realm: gracestlukes.org/realm
Outreach: gracestlukes.org/outreach
Social Justice: gracestlukes.org/social-justice
Prayer Request: gracestlukes.org/prayerrequest

mailto:orencher%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://www.gracestlukes.org/worship
http://www.gracestlukes.org/events
http://www.gracestlukes.org/news


Resilience and Connections by Giving 
2021 Stewardship Campaign

Perhaps this year more than any other we recognize the invaluable gifts that come from the priceless 
connections made with one another through prayer, conversation, worship, formation, pastoral care, 
outreach, social justice, fellowship, music, recreation, wellness, and year-round stewardship. Despite 
the challenges and changes we face in these days, Grace-St. Luke’s vision remains steadfast: to be a 
thriving community of hope, belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, and service, who rejoices 
in the love of Jesus to transform the world. 

Today’s reality demands creativity in how we might fulfill GSL’s vision. Our thriving community of faith has shown resilience 
in responding to our challenges by creating new avenues to connect, worship, and care for one another. We’ve found refuge and 
strength in God and each other, all while looking forward in hope. Your financial support, prayers, and genuine care for one 
another have been essential to navigating these uncharted waters.

Life at GSL is moving forward with great ministry initiatives. We’re staying connected through Sunday and weekday worship, 
Christian formation for all ages, and music through upgraded internet and streaming capabilities, and we’re providing some 
in-person options. We continue to serve some of the community’s most vulnerable through More Than A Meal and by sharing 
Food Pantry provisions with area ministry partners. Deepening parish community relationships and growing our presence in 
Memphis through service partnerships are among the benefits of having welcomed the Rev. Laura F. Gettys in July as associate 
rector for congregational development and community engagement.

We hope you’ll participate in the 2020-2021 Stewardship Campaign by engaging in all the church has to offer, both this Fall 
and beyond, and in supporting parish life by making a pledge. To thrive and sustain, we need you as continued good stewards 
and givers of the resources available to you and all of us from God. Please prayerfully consider the instrumental ways in which 
you might invest in life at Grace-St. Luke’s and pledge either online at www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving or by returning a 
Pledge Form to the church office by November 1. 

With great hope for times to come,

Allison and Steven King
2021 Stewardship Chairs 

Giving: A Spiritual Practice
support life at grace-st. luke’s
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A Message from the Stewardship Associate
 Your Time, Talent and Treasure Sustain GSL. Life at GSL continues to thrive and offer blessings to members and 
non-members, thanks to the time, talent and treasure offered by all to sustain our parish and its ministry. Even while 
we are physically distanced due to the coronavirus pandemic, there are ways for adults, youth and children to con-
nect and get involved at GSL. Explore www.gracestlukes.org/connect or please contact me to learn more. Thank you 
for the ongoing offering of your gifts.
Chapman Morrow
Stewardship Associate
901-252-6328 | cmorrow@gracestlukes.org

mailto:cmorrow%40gracestlukes.org?subject=


MICAH Memphis and Grace-St. Luke’s 

Micah 6:8 What does the Lord require of you? Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God. 

A number of parishioners have already expressed interest in repre-
senting Grace-St. Luke’s in the MICAH consortium of volunteers 
and activists who are working for a better Memphis-Shelby County. 
To you we give thanks and look forward to working with you and 
MICAH. Many may not know, or have limited knowledge of the 
work of the organization, and perhaps would like to know why it is 
important that GSL has officially joined MICAH.

MICAH, Memphis Interfaith Coalition for Action and Hope, was 
created in 2017. The first meeting, held at Lindenwood Church, 
was overwhelmingly attended by community, labor, and faith based 
groups, and many individuals who were interested in the pursuit 
of justice and equity in Memphis and Shelby County. Today those 
numbers exceed 60 organizations, representing over 30,000 residents 
plus Grace-St. Luke’s!

In June, our rector, the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, met with the Vestry to discuss and recommend that GSL become a MI-
CAH Partner based on the alignment of their mission with both our mission and vision. The Vestry voted unanimously 
to join the good work of MICAH in order to better serve our community, and amplify our voices demanding justice and 
equity to create systemic change in our city long plagued by racism and poverty. We joined with our Muslim, Jewish, and 
Christian neighbors, along with fellow Episcopalians from Calvary and St. Mary’s Cathedral—where our associate rector, 
the Reverend Laura Gettys was a clergy representative to MICAH’s Ministerial Alliance. Laura+ will continue to be the 
clergy contact representative for Grace St. Luke’s.

The current MICAH platform operates under three pillars, Education Equity, Economic Equity, and Immigration and 
Intercultural Equity. Within each of these headings the real work is done by those interested in one or more of these 
particular problem areas, which are often straightforward, but extensive in the depth of long unaddressed obstacles to re-
form social injustices. Each of the three groups or pillars meets once a month; in addition there is a monthly meeting for 
Memphis youth, and an Issues meeting held monthly open to all who are interested in the detailed task force strategies 
for change. Before COVID-19, meetings were held around town in different venues. Today meetings are held virtually on 
Zoom or by phone. 

We need volunteers to serve as representatives to all three Equity groups, and would like to encourage any parish youth 
or young adults to consider joining the efforts of MICAH. There is much more information on their website 
www.micahmemphis.org. If you have any questions please contact any of the Social Justice Co-Chairs:

Paula Barnes
pbarnes31 at comcast.net
901-481-1852

Jennie Van Deveer
jstvandeveer at yahoo.com
901-489-3391

Nicki Soulé 
nicholesoule at yahoo.com
901-270-4895

The Reverend Laura F. Gettys
lgettys at gracestlukes.org
901-252-6329

Social Justice
www.gracestlukes.org/social-justice
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Outreach
www.gracestlukes.org/outreach

Reaching Out with a Servant Ministry Partner:
Living Grace School Supplies Drive

by Edith Heller and Bill Pichette

The Outreach Committee was so happy to coordinate a special and safety 
conscious project with one of our Servant Ministry Partners during the quarantine 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Living Grace is a nonprofit whose mission is to 
support school youth experiencing homelessness in their school efforts. Working 
under the McKinney-Vento Act, they coordinate with school counselors on behalf 
of homeless youth to receive equitable services for academics, emotional support, 
and economic opportunity. For Director and Founder Sheleah Harris, serving 
these students is a mission of love. 

In addition to this year’s $2,000 Community Outreach Grant, we wanted to 
sponsor a school supplies and toiletries drive during the summer and have a 

volunteer packing party. Easy-peasy, right? Just ask parishioners to bring supplies to church, store them in between the drive and 
the packing party, and then gather volunteers to pack Grace Bags.

COVID-19 hit our plans hard. Our Sunday morning personal promos and recruitment had 
come to a halt. We decided to press on by communicating via social media, eNews, leaflet, and 
clergy announcements. Members of the Outreach Committee and parish members volunteered 
to work following the limited 10:30 services and during our now curbside More Than A Meal 
(MTAM) event. Many thanks to dozens of people who donated folders, paper, pencils, pens, 
colored paper, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, shampoo and soap. Our storage table was 
half full. We learned a hard pandemic lesson—many parishioners did not feel safe shopping and 
delivering to GSL, as most were attending church virtually. Several parishioners had told Father 
Ollie they would fund any shortage of supplies. We sincerely thank them, as a very large delivery 
arrived three days prior to the packing party. 

August 15th was Packing Party Day! We’d asked for twelve volunteers to allow for social distancing. Of course more volunteers 
than our plans allowed asked to pitch in. We arranged items by category on long tables in Trezevant Hall. Ms. Harris gave a few 
remarks on her personal mission and gratitude for our efforts. Though limited in number, everyone was grinning and so happy 
to see one another. We picked up a white drawstring Grace Bag and, spaced six feet apart, marched around the tables dropping 
items inside. Repeat. Smiles. Laughter. Repeat. Smiles. Laughter… With an organized effort and everyone’s cooperation, we 
safely stuffed 125 bags in an hour! We then packed remaining supplies into large boxes for storage until Living Grace could use 
them. Our twelve volunteers toasted the project with bottled water and bags of chips. We each made new friends and renewed old 
friendships.

Though limited, this event showcased exactly how we’re trying to grow our presence. Our relationships with Servant Ministry 
Partners should be about more than grants, and we can and do support more agencies than our Community Outreach Grant 
program funding allow. We know you’re out there volunteering and financially supporting our community—let’s expand that 
effort! We actually were in the process of forming another team to volunteer with one of our partners, but their event was 
canceled. As we continue to deal with, and begin to recover from, this pandemic, please be aware that many people and every 
organization that does great things in Memphis is in need of donations and volunteers. The Outreach Committee is striving 
to become the focal point for resources of all types in our very generous Grace-St. Luke’s community. Jesus, God in the flesh, 
witnessed individual and community needs. He left us a simple message, a message of love. Love your neighbor. Please join us in 
these efforts as you are able—email outreach@gracestlukes.org to find out more—and help us reach out and spread that message.
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GSL Reading Together
www.gracestlukes.org/gslreadingtogether

OCTOBER - Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan 
Stevenson Just Mercy is a powerful true story about the potential for mercy 
to redeem us, and a clear call to fix our broken system of justice. It is both an 
unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, 
a moving window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring 
argument for compassion in the pursuit of true justice. This book is a must-
read for anyone concerned about what is now coming to light about our 
justice system. To foster both community and build on discussions, class 
participants are encouraged to commit to all sessions if possible.
Zoom Discussion, Signup: https://tinyurl.com/GSLJustMercy 
Wednesdays, October 14, 21, 28; 6–6:45 p.m.
Facilitators: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher

NOVEMBER - Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara Brown Taylor 
In Learning to Walk in the Dark, Barbara Brown Taylor asks us to put aside 
our fears and anxieties and to explore all that God has to teach us “in the 
dark.” With her characteristic charm and literary wisdom, she is our guide 
through a spirituality of the nighttime, teaching us how to find our footing 
in times of uncertainty and giving us strength and hope to face all of life’s 
challenging moments. To foster both community and build on discus-
sions, class participants are encouraged to commit to all sessions if possible.
Zoom Discussion Signup: https://tinyurl.com/GSLLearningtoWalk 
Wednesdays, November 4, 11, 18; 6–6:45 p.m.

Facilitators: Anne Ayres, The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher 

Sunday Mornings, 9:15 - 9:45 a.m. via Facebook Live
www.gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning

October 4, Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost & Feast of St. Francis of 
Assisi Join the clergy for a presentation to commemorate the commitments 
of love, simplicity, care for the poor, and animals, commonly attributed to 
Francis, who prayed that we might become instruments of the peace of God 
for the world. The day also will include an intentional way to acknowledge 
the blessing of animals.   

October 11, Ninteenth Sunday after Pentecost
On Politics and Faith Values with Professor Otis Sanford In our Baptismal 
Covenant, we vow to strive for justice and peace among all people, and to 
respect the dignity of every human being. Sharing in political processes is 
a part of our Christian responsibility. Tune in for a conversation with Otis 
Sanford, University of Memphis Hardin Chair of Excellence in Economic 
and Managerial Journalism and political columnist, about the present issues 
associated with politics and challenges faced by people of faith.

October 18, Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Commemorating the Feast of St. Luke, Physician & Evangelist, through 
Conversation In memory of our patron saint and to honor all who serve 
through the healthcare profession, especially during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the clergy will facilitate a time of reflection with parishioners and 
special guest workers about their recent experiences on the “frontline.”

October 25, Twenth-first Sunday after Pentecost
Dragonfly Collective, The Hospitality Hub & The Hub Hotel with Jarad 
Bingham Dragonfly Collective’s mission of simplifying the flow of philan-
thropic capital to energize solutions for the common good recently assisted 
the Hospitality Hub with opening the Hub Hotel. The Hub Hotel is the 

first-of-its-kind transitional shelter where women experiencing homelessness 
can safely practice social distancing. Join the clergy for a conversation with 
Dragonfly principal Jarad Bingham about the development group and its 
community impact.

November 1, All Saints’ Day & Pledge Consecration Sunday, 
Exploring The Saints Through Poetry with The Rev. Katherine M. Bush 
From generation to generation, poetry is one of the greatest art expressions 
to which people of faith turn for delight, wisdom, comfort, inspiration 
and remembrance. Join GSL member and St. Mary’s School Chaplain & 
Director of Religion, the Rev. Katherine Bush, on an exploration of poetry 
to commemorate All Saints’ Day. This day also marks Pledge Consecration 
Sunday when pledges are requested to confirm commitments of time, tal-
ent and treasure to sustain GSL. The Rev. Bush will offer the homily at the 
10:30 a.m. service. 

November 8, Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
Building Compassion and Resilience in Beloved Community: A Con-
versation with Dr. Susan Campbell on the Methodologies of Dr. Brené 
Brown hosted by The Rev. Laura F. Gettys  Susan K. Campbell, PhD, is 
a psychologist, certified Daring Way™ and Dare to Lead™ facilitator, and 
fellow Episcopalian from North Carolina. The interactive conversation will 
focus on the call to love our neighbors as ourselves and on the links between 
self-awareness, self-compassion, resilience, and vulnerability. The focus is on 
us as adults, and how important it is to show up as the people God created 
us to be, and to be generous with others as they do the same. If you have 
enjoyed or heard of Brené Brown, Dr. Campbell is certified according to 
Brown’s experiential methodologies and gifted in offering inspiration.

November 15, Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Racial Healing: A Lifelong Journey, Part 1 with Grace-St. Luke’s Social 
Justice Committee Leaders and the Clergy How well do we know our own 
history? Philosopher George Santayana famously wrote, “Those who can-
not remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” Mark Twain disagreed, 
offering the opinion that “history doesn’t repeat itself, but it does rhyme.” 
Regardless of whether history repeats itself or merely rhymes, we must first 
know it to recognize it. Join GSL’s Social Justice Committee for a look at 
the history of civil rights and justice in the Bluff City—you just may see 
some familiar faces and learn something new!

November 22, Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Racial Healing: A Lifelong Journey, Part 2 with Dr. Tim Huebner  Re-
flecting on the importance of storytelling, reconciliation, and justice, Epis-
copalian and Rhodes College history professor Tim Huebner will reflect on 
individual and community journeys with more deeply engaging matters of 
racial healing. Area initiatives such as the Lynching Sites Project of Memphis 
remind us of Memphis’ history with race relations and endless opportunities 
for people of faith to work toward creating “beloved community.” 

November 29, The First Sunday in Advent
An Advent Like No Other with The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector  Advent 
marks the annual occasion for the church catholic (universal) to “begin again” 
on the journey with Christ beginning in great expectation of his birth. This 
new season also is perfect for members of the body of Christ to reflect on 
the past, present and future. It is more and more obvious every day that 
life, especially for the Church, will never be the same again. The Rev. Ollie 
V. Rencher will highlight societal and spiritual matters that may resonate 
with those who tune in for the presentation.
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Adult Formation
www.gracestlukes.org/adult-formation

http://www.gracestlukes.org/gslreadingtogether
http://www.gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning


We experienced a wonderful kick-off Celebration Sunday in September with a beautiful morning 
of liturgy and worship and a wonderful prerecorded service of Choral Evensong observing Holy 
Cross Day. We’ll continue with more great offerings of music and liturgy throughout the coming 
months. October 4, we’ll celebrate the Feast of St. Francis with a prerecorded 5:30 p.m. organ 
concert on Facebook Live featuring music written about animals! On October 18, we’ll observe 
the Feast of St. Luke with a prerecorded service of Choral Evensong at 5:30 p.m. November will 
feature more choral music on November 1 for All Saints’ Day and another virtual musical con-
cert on November 15 with oboist, Michelle Vigneau. Continue to join us in person or online for 
these moments of liturgy and music according to the music webpage schedule. 
Dr. Patrick A. Scott
Director of Music and Organist
901-252-6323 | pscott@gracestlukes.org

Music
www.gracestlukes.org/music

The GSL Church soccer season is underway at Snowden Field.  I am thrilled to announce that we 
have 60 participants registered and playing in our program!  The parents were so grateful to have 
recreational sports resuming for their children and the players were overjoyed to be outdoors, play-
ing soccer, and seeing their buddies.  The fall season looks a bit different due to Covid-19.  It has 
been modified to exclude any physical contact and the focus is on skill development and players 
having fun.  The season is September 12- November 7.  Please review the church athletic website at  
https://www.gracestlukes.org/youthsoccerandfootball/ for more information about this program.  
Please stay tuned for information on the Winter Basketball season. It’s just around the corner.
Christi Authement
Athletics Director
901-252-6325 | cauthement@gracestlukes.org

8 | www.gracestlukes.org

Athletics
www.gracestlukes.org/athletics
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EYC resumed Sunday, September 13, with a Bob Ross paint along. We look forward to expecting 
an equally colorful and creative semester of community and joy. Join us for outside and socially 
distanced EYC as well as creative and innovative Zoom EYC activities. EYC meetings are 4-5 p.m.  
for 6th-8th graders and 5 to 6 p.m. for 9th-12th graders. Sunday formation materials will be distrib-
uted weekly; watch for emails from awilliams@gracestlukes.org. For all youth in grades 9th-12th 
who are interested in Confirmation Classes which start on October 18, contact Amzie Williams, 
Director of Youth Formation. Confirmation registration is open until 5 p.m. on October 16.

October EYC Activities
October 4: Movie Night with Calvary—meeting at The Field at 2233 Harbert Ave. 
October 11:  NO EYC / GSL Fall Break 
October 18: Feast of St. Luke’s Celebration / Tie Dye—meeting outside the Red Door on Lemaster 
October 25: Halloween Celebration—meeting outside the Red Door on Lemaster  

November: At this time we are planning activities a month out in respect to rapidly changing conditions and guidelines of 
COVID-19. The best way to be notified of any schedule changes in the coming months are weekly emails from awilliams@
gracestlukes.org and on Instagram at gsl.youth. Watch your emails for Novermber plans to be distributed on October 18. 
Amzie Williams
Director of Youth Formation
901-252-6326 | awilliams@gracestlukes.org
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Youth Formation 
www.gracestlukes.org/youth-formation

Children’s Formation 
Offerings for Fall 2020 

All children are invited to 
attend the Virtual Prayer 
Table via Zoom each Sunday 
after the 10:30 service. Link 
sent via email on Saturdays. 
Additionally, have the 
following at-home materials 
delivered to your door! 

Prayer Table Kits: Create a sacred space for children’s prayer 
at home. Sign up here: tinyurl.com/PrayerTableKits 

Traveling Model Altar: Enjoy one week with this treasured 
Atrium material in your own home! Sign up here: tinyurl.
com/TravelingModelAltar 

Children’s Activity Bags: Explore faith through Bible stories, 
coloring pages, activities, and craft projects! 
Sign up here: tinyurl.com/ChildrensActivityBags). 

Outdoor Gatherings for Families with Children: Connect 
with other GSL families with craft time, outdoor free play, 
and in-person conversation! Next Gathering coming up in 
November, date TBA! 

SAVE THE DATE 
for Trunk-or-Treat 2020! 

Saturday, October 31  

A “progressive” Drive-Thru Trunk-or-Treat hosted by 
Midtown Memphis congregations!  

Watch your October eNews and Children’s Formation emails 
for details. 

GSL TRUNKS NEEDED! SIGN UP to host a trunk by 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 26

Sharon Campbell
Director of Children’s Formation
901-252-6321 | scampbell@gracestlukes.org

Children’s Formation
www.gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation

mailto:awilliams%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:awilliams%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:awilliams%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:awilliams%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:scampbell%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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  Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal School
www.gslschool.org

GSL’s Commitment to Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion: GSL’s diversity, equity, & inclusion (DEI) committee recently updated 
its content on the school’s website to share the ongoing and new work in this area. We hope you browse the new DEI content on 
our website (www.gslschool.org/about-gsl/diversity--inclusion) to learn more about our philosophy and programs. In addition to 
the committee’s ongoing initiatives, below you will find the work planned for the 2020-21 school year. 

Furthering diverse programming for students: Our curriculum and school experience aims for all students to see a reflection 
of themselves while also learning about cultures and perspectives different than their own. 
• Developing resources for faculty and staff that will celebrate cultural and racial identities in a monthly rotation. 
• Pilot of racial literacy curriculum in fourth, sixth, seventh and eighth grades. In middle school this will be incorporated into 
existing arts blocks classes. In lower school, fourth graders will use the third trimester to explore these topics in more depth as a 
supplement to their novel studies and reading curriculum.   
• Ongoing curricular assessment to offer more viewpoints and perspectives in our classrooms.
• Development of student affinity groups.

At GSL, we recognize that this work is ongoing, and we are committed to growing our school into a learning environment where 
all students feel a deep sense of belonging. If you have any questions, please call the school at 901-278-0200 to speak with one 
of the DEI committee members: Ariel Laws/Jeanette Walton—Preschool Chairs, Juan Roncal—Lower School Chair, Sarah 
Ranson—Middle School Chair, Carol Buchman, Kirsten Horton, Mallory Key, Amy Lee, Deborah Lowe, Kelse Matthews, 
Leslie Reddick, Gretchen Riem, Jan Willis, Marci Woodmansee.

Take Note
Iluminating the Word: The St. John’s Bible

There’s a great upcoming exhibit at Dixon Gallery and 
Gardens: lluminating the Word: The St. John’s Bible. 
Organized by Saint John’s University, Collegeville, 
Minnesota, the dates are October 11, 2020 – January 10, 
2021.  For more informaton, visit https://www.dixon.org/
upcoming-exhibitions.  

-Thanks to Bill Maguire for this timely information to share with the parish.

GSL Fall 2020 Parish Intern, Jessica Abell

From September through November, GSL is fortunate to welcome Mrs. Jessica 
Abell as Parish Intern. Appointed to GSL by Bishop Phoebe Roaf, Jessica is in the 
process to be ordained a vocational deacon. Time among us will include a variety 
of observing, training, and serving in worship, pastoral and formation roles. Learn 
more at www.gracestlukes.org/news/jessica-abell-parish-intern.

http://www.gslschool.org/about-gsl/diversity--inclusion
https://www.dixon.org/upcoming-exhibitions
https://www.dixon.org/upcoming-exhibitions
http://www.gracestlukes.org/news/jessica-abell-parish-intern
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Membership
News

Holy Baptism
• Caitlin Elizabeth Davies, baptized on August 20, 2020
• Ashlee Nell Rivalto, baptized September 27, 2020
• Nell Florence Hendry, daughter of Ashlee Rivalto and Bryce 

Hendry,  baptized on September 27, 2020
Birth
• Gerry Walter Adair (September 19), daughter of Stephani and 

Gerry Adair
• Catesby Osborne Simmons (September 26), daughter of Rachael 

and Chilton Simmons
Marriage
• Selden Elise Humphreys and Erim Sarinoglu, September 26, 2020
Death
• Douglas Harwell McClew, August 16, 2020
• Stella Anne Drewe Bain, September 18, 2020

Looking Towards 
Sunday

Revised Common Lectionary
Track 1  Year A
Oct. 4 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
 Isaiah 5:1-7  Psalm 80:7-14
 Philippians 3:4b-14  Matthew 21:33-46
Oct. 11 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
 Isaiah 25:1-9  Psalm 23
 Philippians 4:1-9  Matthew 22:1-14
Oct. 18 The Feast of St. Luke
 Sirach 38:1-4,6-10,12-14  2 Timothy 4:5-13
 Luke 4:14-21  Psalm 147 or 147:1-7
Oct. 25 Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
 Leviticus 19:1-2,15-18  Psalm 1
 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8  Matthew 22:34-46
Nov. 1 All Saints’ Day
 Revelation 7:9-17  Psalm 34:1-10, 22
 1 John 3:1-3  Matthew 5:1-12
Nov. 8 Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
 Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16 or Amos 5:18-24
 Wisdom of Solomon 6:17-20 or Psalm 70
 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  Matthew 25:1-13
Nov. 15 Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
 Zephaniah 1:7,12-18  Psalm 90:1-8, (9-11), 12
 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  Matthew 25:14-30
Nov. 22 Last Sunday after Pentecost
 Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24  Psalm 95:1-7a
 Ephesians 1:15-23  Matthew 25:31-46
Nov. 26 Thanksgiving
 Deuteronomy 8:7-18  Psalm 65
 2 Corinthians 9:6-15  Luke 17:11-19
Nov. 29 First Sunday of Advent
 Isaiah 64:1-9  1 Corinthians 1:3-9
 Mark 13:24-37  Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
 www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts

Memorials
& Honoraria

Altar Flowers
• September 27 Lawrence Paul Busby, Jr., Mary Girard Busby, 

Wilbur Harrison Ogden, Ethel Garner Bourdlais, Ruth Mathews 
Ogden, Lawrence P. Busby III, Jane Ogden Busby, and Lee Clarke 
Busby

• October 4 Betty V. Wright, Mary Frances Statham, Edward A. 
Wright

• October 11 Martha Wharton Jones, Meriwether Wesley Alvis, 
Jean Stewart Alvis, Dr. Charles L. Clarke, Jane Alvis Clarke, 
Charles Alvis Clarke, and William M. Wilkerson

• November 1 Geraldine Hess Medling and Will Hayden Medling
Memorials
• Barry Niell from Lindsay & Lawrence Douglas
• Wesley Emerson from Donna & Mark Weber
• Walker Mulherin from Mackie & Jane Gober
• Rudolph Schulz from Sara McFarlan, Robert McFarlan, and 

Sandy McFarlan Tibbits
• Jane Campbell from George & Betty Johnson and Shellie & 

Mary McCain
• Ron Ireland from Kacey & Brian Davies
• Varner Rencher from Betsy & Preston Wilson, Simon & Jill 

Wadsworth, Stella Salmon, Jo-Ellen & Walt Reed, and Patti 
Newsom

• Douglas McClew from Gary & Anita Moss , Lee Moore , and 
Buel & Kathy Williams

• Sarla Nichols from Patricia Gray
• The Rev. Charles Riddle from Tom & Carolyn Chesney
Honoraria
• Caitlin Davies from Kacey & Brian Davies

Altar Flowers
During Worship

Grace-St. Luke’s provides two meaningful ways to remember loved 
ones during worship services: altar flowers and Eucharistic supplies 
given in their memory or honor. Flowers are $215 per Sunday, which 
one or more persons may share in giving, and Eucharistic supplies 
(wafers, wine, candle oil) are $25 per week. 

To explore and make payments to reserve available dates, including 
dates that may hold significance and have been reserved by you in 
the past, contact Parish Administrator Linda Stine (901-252-6324, 
lstine@gracestlukes.org). 

Your request must be made no later than two weeks in advance of the 
desired Sunday; further in advance may show more available dates. 
Once the date is confirmed, please issue payment for the appropriate 
fee (listed above) either online or mail it to the parish office. 

Your donation must be received for the reservation to be considered 
complete, and for the acknowledgement to be printed in the Sunday 
leaflet.

mailto:lstine%40gracestlukes.org?subject=


The Messenger of Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church (USPS 
778-900)-published bi-monthly by Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 
1720 Peabody Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38104. Periodicals postage 
paid at Memphis, TN. POSTMASTER: send address changes to Grace-
St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 1720 Peabody Avenue, Memphis, TN 
38104, (901) 272-7425, email gsl@gracestlukes.org. Lucy Owens, Editor. 

POSTMASTER: Please do not hold. Dated Material.

Grace-St. Luke's Church benefits from financial gifts to support our life and ministries: visit www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving.

Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church
1720 Peabody Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee 38104-6124
901-272-7425, 901-272-9833 (fax)
gsl@gracestlukes.org, www.gracestlukes.org

A great time was held at the first Outdoor Gathering for Children’s Formation Families on September 27.

http://www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving

	Adult Formation 
	Altar Flowers During Worship 
	Athletics
	Children’s Formation 
	First Eucharist
	Looking Towards  Sunday
	Membership News
	Memorials
	A Message from The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
	Mobile App
	Music
	Outdoor Gathering for Children
	Outreach Ministry
	Parish Intern
	Quick Links
	School News
	Social Justice 
	Stewardship
	Youth Formation  

