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Support Groups at GSL
AA meetings: Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.; Narcotics Anonymous: Sundays, 7 p.m.; Sex and Love 
Addicts Anonymous: Saturdays at noon. For more info, contact Lucy Owens in the church office
lowens@gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6333.

Look for GRACESTLUKES in cyberspace.

pinterest.com/gracestlukes 

flickr.com/gracestlukes

youtube.com/gracestlukes

facebook.com/gracestlukes 

twitter.com/gracestlukes

instagram.com/gracestlukes

GSL eNews
Missing your weekly eNews? Check your spam folders! We have switched to an email service, 
MailChimp, to send out our eblasts. If you are not getting eNews emails, they are most likely 
going to your spam or junk folder. Be sure to add gsl@gracestlukes.org to your address book. 
Need help getting them to NOT go in your spam folder? Contact Lucy Owens, 901-252-6333 
or lowens@gracestlukes.org. 

GRACESTLUKES Mobile App

GSL's mobile app is available for download in the Android and Apple Stores. The app is an effec-
tive way for the church to communicate with you and for you to stay connected with the church. 
You can download the app in the following ways: Search for GRACESTLUKES in the iTunes/
Google Play stores. Follow this link: www.gracestlukes.org/app.

Privacy Policy & Photo Opt-Out Form
Grace-St. Luke’s privacy policy and photo opt-out form may be found on the GSL website at 
www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy.

Worship & Formation
SUNDAY (June–August))
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with hymns, In Person only
10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with choir, 
  In Person & Livestream
5 p.m. Occasional Outdoor & Indoor Holy
  Eucharist. For notices and locations, 
  watch the weekly eNews, website, 
  Sunday worship leaflet, & social media.
TUESDAY 8–8:15 p.m. 
Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live
THURSDAY 8–8:15 p.m. 
Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

ADULT, CHILDREN, & YOUTH FORMATION
Explore gracestlukes.org/discover for summer offerings.

Parish Office Hours 
Monday–Thursday, 8 a.m.–4 p.m. 
June 7 through August 6 
Friday: Clergy-Staff Team members work remotely 
(phone, email) and  occasionally at the office. For hospital 
or pastoral emergencies concerning a member or facilities 
management emergency matters, please contact the 
Clergy–on–Call at 901–252–6334. 
Office Hours Reception, 901-272-7425. 

Parish Clergy & Staff
www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate
Christi Authement, Athletics Director
Abby Huber, Receptionist & Ministry Associate
Ashley Kendrick, Facilities Assistant
Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate
Lucy Owens, Communications Administrator
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist
Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster
Jess Steenbergen, Volunteer Youth Formation Associate
Linda Stine, Parish Administrator 
Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant
Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation 
Please Note: Our Summer Interim Director of Children’s
Formation will be appointed and announced in June.

2021 Vestry
www.gracestlukes.org/vestry
Grant Adams (Congregational Development), 
Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth 
Formation), Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), 
Mike Davis (Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult 
Formation), George Johnson (Stewardship), Jonathan 
Large (Outreach), Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny 
Norris (Social Justice), Charlie Pazar (Senior 
Warden, Administration), Anna Robbins (Junior 
Warden), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational 
Development), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship), Taylor 
Taylor (Congregational Development); Treasurer: Phil 
Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King

Pastoral Care
Sharing and Responding to Concerns. 
To alert the clergy of a pastoral matter concerning 
yourself or a member, including any medical 
procedures, contact the clergy confidentially via 
901-252-6320 or pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org. 
For hospitalizations or emergencies concerning a 
member, contact the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone line 
at 901-252-6334. This is the best way to communicate 
pastoral needs and ensure a prompt response from a 
member of the clergy or pastoral care team.

Inside This Issue

On the cover: The magnificent painting hanging in our entry hall by 
Jimpsie Ayres that was commissioned by the Renovation Committee 

and given to GSL in 2013.
Please send your articles to Lucy Owens at lowens@gracestlukes.org. 
For more information, visit www.gracestlukes.org/communications.
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June, July, and August in 
life at GSL will include an 
array of weekly indoor and 
outdoor worship, occasional 
formation, fellowship and 
connection-making events, 
and occasions for community 
engagement. All that is offered 
and undertaken, within and 
without the walls of our 
sacred buildings and grounds, 

reflects a faithfulness to our parish ministry, grounded in 
the Church’s mission to restore all people to unity with 
God and each other in Christ. 

Summertime marks a perfect time to live intentionally 
and even more in community, with eyes wide open and 
energy focused on Grace-St. Luke’s vision to be a thriving 
community of hope, belonging, and healing through 
worship, parish life, and service, and who rejoices in the 
love of Jesus to transform the world. Adopted in 2019, 
our bold vision invites all households and any others who 
might join us on the journey of both “being church” and 
“reimagining church.” 

Like countless faith communities impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the ordained and lay leadership 
will spend summertime reflecting on current and 
potential approaches to worship, music, formation (adult, 
youth, children), pastoral care, fellowship, community 
engagement (outreach, social justice), recreation and 
wellness, and all parish life programming. Time also will 
include the necessary work of a closer look at membership 
participation, communications, stewardship and giving, 
financials, operations, and personnel requirements. 
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Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church Vision Statement
Our Vision is to be a thriving community of hope, belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, 

and service, and who rejoices in the love of Jesus to transform the world.

Summertime and Reimagining Church at GSL 
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

All of this “summer work” points to my particular 
ecclesiastical charge and commitment to do what I am 
able, in partnership with the Wardens, Vestry, Clergy-Staff 
Team members, and many others, to lead GSL into the 
future as faithful stewards of our abundance from God.  

I’m looking forward to sharing a rich, full, and 
transformational summer with you in life at GSL. In the 
name of Jesus and the faith that binds us, God’s peace, 
blessings, and joy as we try.

Ollie+

The Reverend Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
901-252-6320 | orencher@gracestlukes.org

mailto:orencher%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Summer rhythms have us in many different spaces and places as well as in many different mindsets. 
“The Liturgy of the Night” by Padraig O Tuama is a prayer with lovely imagery and words that 
make one linger a little with each line. It is one of the regular prayers said with the Corrymeela 
Community of Northern Ireland, a community creating space for reconciliation and peace in the 
fractured communities there. The prayer can easily be said by oneself or shared with another. It’s 
a prayer that speaks of luminescence and late-night laborers, softness and rest, breathing plants 
and resting land. Our family has been saying this prayer together, and I share it with you. Perhaps 
tuck this little prayer hearkening from Genesis into your metaphorical back pocket as you travel 
or sit on your back porch. It’s a simple way to center, remember, and name the good all around us. 

A Liturgy of the Night
From Daily Prayers by Padraig O Tuama

On the first night, God said: ‘Let there be darkness.’ And God separated light from dark; and in the 
dark, the land rested, the people slept, and the plants breathed, the world retreated. The first night. 
And God said it was Good.

On the second night God said: ‘There will be conversations that happen in the dark that can’t happen 
in the day.’ The second night. 
And God said it was Good.

And on the third night, God said: ‘Let there be things that can only be seen by night.’ And God created 
stars and insects and luminescence. The third night. 
And God said it was Good.

And on the fourth night, God said: ‘Some things that happen in the harsh light of day will be troubled. 
Let there be a time of rest to escape the raw light.’ The fourth night. 
And God said it was Good.

And on the fifth night, God said: ‘There will be people who will work by night, whose light will be 
silver, whose sleep will be by day and whose labor will be late.’ And God put a softness at the heart of 
the darkness. The fifth night. 
And God said it was Good.

And on the sixth night, God listened. And there were people working, and people crying, and people 
seeking shadow, and people telling secrets and people aching for company.  There were people aching 
for space and people aching for solace. And God hoped that they’d survive. And God made twilight, 
and shafts of green to hang from the dark skies, small comforts to accompany the lonely, the joyous, 
the needy and the needed. The sixth night. 
And God said it was Good.

And on the last night, God rested. And the rest was good. The rest was very good. 
And God said it was Good.

 
Peace,
Laura+

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys
Associate Rector
901-252-6329 | lgettys@gracestlukes.org

A Liturgy of the Night
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector

mailto:lgettys%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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A Few Musical History Moments at GSL
A fire, a book, and a 78rpm record.

Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist

The fire. A few weeks ago, Chapman Morrow (Stewardship Associate) was organizing some files in the 
archives and brought an old article and a book to my office. I’m sure many of you already know, but it was 
news to me: the article was about Grace Episcopal Church catching fire on November 16, 1893, at Vance 
and Lauderdale. And the number one suspect: Samuel J. Gilbert, the PARISH ORGANIST!! I could not 
believe it. As always, I’m sure there was more to the story, he was born in England and had previously 
worked in New York City, Buffalo, and Boston with a wife and kids remaining in Boston. Seems like a lot 
of moving around for the late 1800’s! We think our Baptismal Font and a small silver box which was later 
laid in the cornerstone in the new building were the two artifacts to survive the fire. 

The book was the “Minute Book 
of Grace Church Choir Guild, 

Organized August 14th 1908.” In it were the bylaws of the 
original Music Guild, programs from choral programs and organ 
recitals (which began at 8:15PM!!), and also an updated customary 
of choir rules, among them: being on time for rehearsals, wearing 
dark shoes under your vestment, and phoning the choirmaster 
if you were planning to miss a Sunday… I guess some things 
actually don’t ever change! But some things do, a ledger was kept 
in the back of the book: an arrangement of flowers cost $2.00, 
printing of programs for a concert cost $7.00, and ice cream for a 
choir party cost $1.75. 

The 78rpm record. When Debbie Smith was serving as interim 
before my arrival, she was gratefully going through files, music, 
and books that had been left in the office by at least four former 
directors of music. She came across a 78rpm record. On one side 
of it was a recording of “O come, all ye faithful” by the GSL 
choir on Christmas Eve of 1942. On the other side were two 
Bach Organ Chorales with the name of a famous organist written 
under it, E. Power Biggs. E. Power Biggs was perhaps the most 
famous and widely known organists of his generation. We’ve tried 
to find more information about this possible trip to Memphis, 
but have found very little except these two Bach Chorales. Debbie 
took this record and had it digitized. We’ve made the recordings 
available by visiting the GSL website (gracestlukes.org/history).

Dr. Patrick A. Scott
Director of Music and Organist
901-252-6323 | pscott@gracestlukes.org

Music
gracestlukes.org/music

http://gracestlukes.org/history
mailto:pscott%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Adult Formation
gracestlukes.org/adult-formation

Summer Adult Formation offerings begin June 6
Join us and stay tuned for information about occasional offerings during June, July, and August 
beginning with Episcopal priest, the Very Reverend Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas on Sunday, June 
6, presenting “Wisdom from Our Ancestors.” Dean of the Episcopal Divinity School at Union 
Theological Seminary and Professor of Theology at Union, Dean Douglas is the author of many 
articles, five books, and internationally known for spiritual and academic work focusing on but 
not limited to womanist theology, sexuality, and the black church. She also serves as Canon 
Theologian at the Washington National Cathedral and Theologian in Residence at Trinity Church 
Wall Street. Follow this link (gracestlukes.org/sunday-morning) to read more about the Very 
Reverend Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas.  Tune in for a dialogue and special guests. 

Adult formation offerings will be presented occasionally in various ways during the summer months. For notices and locations, watch 
the weekly eNews, Sunday worship leaflet, website, and social media. To view or listen to past formation offerings, visit gracestlukes.
org/forum-videos or gracestlukes.org/forum-audio.

Children’s Formation
gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation

D
ea

n 
Ke

lly
 B

ro
w

n 
D

ou
gl

as

Interim Director of Children’s Formation Announced

I am pleased to announce that Mary Shea Quach will join our GSL clergy-staff team as Interim Director of Children’s 
Formation. She is currently working on her Masters in School Counseling and has worked with the early childhood program 
at St. Mary’s Episcopal School as well as with 4th and 5th graders at Church of the Holy Communion. She comes ready and 
excited to connect with families and their kiddos and is gearing up for VBS and parent socials and many good ways to keep 
the GSL family connected. Her first day is Tuesday, June 1, and she will be with us the months of June, July and August as 
the search for the Director of Children’s Formation continues. Please help me welcome Mary Shea! –the Rev. Laura F. Gettys

I am so excited to be serving as the Interim Director of Children’s Formation this summer at 
Grace St. Luke’s! I am a lifetime member of the Episcopal Church and some of my fondest 
memories growing up are from EYC, Happening, and many weeks spent at St. Columba during 
the summers. I know how formative these years are for children and I hope to make an impact 
during my time with them!
 
I am excited to have some opportunities to get back in person this summer and I hope you will 
all join in! I am looking forward to hosting some parent socials so that I can get to know as 
many people as possible and hear from you about what you would like this summer to look like 
at GSL. I am also so excited to work on a non-traditional VBS and have your children come to 
church on Wednesday nights this summer. I have lots of plans, but mostly I am just excited to 
get to know all the children that make this congregation so wonderful! –Mary Shea

http://gracestlukes.org/forum-videos
http://gracestlukes.org/forum-videos
http://gracestlukes.org/forum-audio
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Youth Formation this Summer at GSL
Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation

Youth Formation 
gracestlukes.org/youth-formation

We are looking forward to the long 
sunny days of summer here at GSL. 
Below you will find all of our events 
planned for our youth this summer, in-
cluding a brief description of our event 
types and the sign-up links for our up-
coming day camps!
 

Summer EYC: EYC will meet outside 
the Red Door on Lemaster, at 4 p.m. 
for MS and 5 p.m. for HS. Please note 
as we transition to the summer sched-

ule, EYC will not meet weekly, as we are adding some other types of 
events to our summer routine. A reminder email will be sent a week 
before each summer EYC with more information on that week’s ac-
tivity.
 

Our first summer EYC is Sunday, May 30, and we hope you can 
come out for volleyball, badminton, and popsicles!
 

Morning Prayer & Donuts: A new addition to our youth events! 
On weeks not offering Summer EYC or a Day Camp series, we in-
vite all youth in grade 6th–graduated seniors to Morning Prayer and 
Donuts, Wednesday mornings from 9-10 a.m. on Anchor Hill. This 
time is very relaxed, less structured than EYC, and meant to provide 
our youth community continuous opportunity to stay connected 
through the summer. Come as you are for the donuts and com-
munity!
 

HS Day Camp: Going Green with GSL: June 7–9
Think summer camp in your backyard, with a green twist! Open to 
rising 9th–graduated seniors are three days of summer camp-style 
activities, with an emphasis on learning how we can be more sustain-
able and kind to our universal playground, the Earth! Some things 
to look forward to:  ice tie dye, Gaga Ball, sustainable water balloon 
fights, learning about local nonprofits, and gardening! Through all 

of these activities, we plan to explore conversations of how to live 
sustainably and ask what duty do we Christians have to the environ-
ment around us.
Sign-up link: forms.gle/CVmowvUfzh2zHfNd6 
 

Serving 901 with Calvary and Holy Communion: July 6–8
Join us for some summer service and fun in Memphis! We will spend 
our days serving ministries partnered with Church of the Holy Com-
munion, Grace-St. Luke’s, and Calvary Episcopal Church. Friends 
are always welcome! Each day will be spent at a different church for 
games, some community service around the churches, and getting to 
better know our youth across the diocese. 
Sign-up link: forms.gle/TobsAxquuQ9vcLZk9
 

MS Day Camp: Modern Memphians: July 20–22
Think summer camp in your backyard, with a Memphis twist! Dur-
ing these three days, we plan to explore the history of Memphis and 
talk about the food, music, and history that has led us to where 
we are today! We have plenty of classic summer camp style games 
planned as well as relay games, arts and crafts, and many more fa-
vorites, such as Gaga Ball. Alongside this good fun, we plan to hear 
from various leaders of our community on what it means to be a 
Memphian today. Here we seek to take an honest look at our his-
tory as both Memphians and Episcopalians, to learn of our past and 
shortcomings, and aspire to build a brighter future for the 901! We 
plan to hear from local nonprofit leaders, explore the rich history of 
Elmwood Cemetery, Constance Abbey, and much more. 
Sign-up link: forms.gle/sFjQfp8Ndmc9LRzW6
 

Please note that an email containing the payment link will be sent to 
the email linked to registration.
 
 

Amzie Williams
Director of Youth Formation
901-252-6326 | awilliams@gracestlukes.org

See Youth Sunday and Confirmation photos on pages 12 & 13.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FCVmowvUfzh2zHfNd6&data=04%7C01%7Cpaula.sappington%40hilton.com%7Cd8c67d83a5c94421585408d91ad754c7%7C660292d2cfd54a3db7a7e8f7ee458a0a%7C0%7C0%7C637570334412053235%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RgREXmMNC8mZcs%2F2nxbAfzynYPqGjUDzYvfFJHfTaJ8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FTobsAxquuQ9vcLZk9&data=04%7C01%7Cpaula.sappington%40hilton.com%7Cd8c67d83a5c94421585408d91ad754c7%7C660292d2cfd54a3db7a7e8f7ee458a0a%7C0%7C0%7C637570334412063187%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=SU7LSCxjRcU5P9n5eT4SKQy1mB2vcYn4jurJigVxUKQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FsFjQfp8Ndmc9LRzW6&data=04%7C01%7Cpaula.sappington%40hilton.com%7Cd8c67d83a5c94421585408d91ad754c7%7C660292d2cfd54a3db7a7e8f7ee458a0a%7C0%7C0%7C637570334412053235%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wgHKCAfqJMfqSJPuuft03qSA6ewVvviSjpXiw7J9xlc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:awilliams%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Thank you, Coaches!
 

The 2021 Spring Soccer and T-Ball, Softball & Baseball Season was March–June.  Players and parents had a “ball” 
(no pun intended) while watching their children’s games while being outdoors in the gorgeous weather.  There’s 
always plenty of rain this time of year, but that didn’t stop the teams from playing, NO WAY!  Are you kidding, 
it’s all about GAME DAY!  So, rain outs were rescheduled, and all games were played. Below are some photos 
from the spring soccer and t-ball, softball & baseball season.
 

A BIG THANK YOU to all our Spring Soccer, Baseball, T-ball & Softball coaches.  
Soccer Coaches: Steven King, Jerry Gilles, Billy Willson, Matt Musick, Melanie Schrank, Daniel Fundo, Will Maddox, Lauren 
Scrugham, Avery and Phoebe, Nicole McCarty, Ryan Gibbs, Tom Federico, Andy High, Phineas Bresee, Zack Moore
 

Baseball, T-ball & Softball Coaches: Jerry Gilles, Steven King, Brian Fisher, Tyler Cannon, Coleton Segars, Nate VanderLinde, Cole 
Dickerson, Zach Pretzer, Mary Catherine Moore, Zack Moore, Bryce Ashby, Donal Harris, Stanley Johnson, Allen Schwager
 

Christi Authement
Recreation & Wellness Director
901-252-6325 | cauthement@gracestlukes.org

Recreation & Wellness
gracestlukes.org/athletics

An adorable snapshot of Coach Steven King and Jerry Gilless’ U5 soccer team 
after a FUN game at the GSL soccer field.  The weather turned out to be 
INCREDIBLE!  What a great day for soccer.

Coach Melanie Schrank’s U8 Girls’ Team in full force heading towards the GSL 
soccer goal for the point!

“Two Peas in a Pod” Baseball Buddies.  Coach Zach Pretzer and Tyler Cannon’s 
1st -2nd boys baseball team players talking, hanging out,  and watching the game.

Coach Bryce Ashby and Donal Harris’ 3rd-4th boys baseball team.  GREAT 
photo of one of his pitchers pitching against the Christ United Methodist team.

mailto:cauthement%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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The Work of the Pastoral Care Team
Jocelyn Busby, Lay Pastoral Care Coordinator 

The COVID-19 pandemic brought with it many changes and challenges for the citizens of Memphis. Even 
those of us who stayed well had many adjustments to make to our daily lives. In order to maintain connections 
within our parish, plans were made to tailor our Lay Pastoral Care approach in order to best support the work 
of our clergy, bearing in mind the important regulations imposed by social distancing and safer at home orders. 

Beginning Holy Week of 2020, the current GSL Lay Pastoral Care Team began writing cards, making calls, 
and when needed, delivering a catered, packaged meal. I am happy to report that these “holy touches” have 
continued each and every week for the duration of the pandemic. The extensive work of our weekly teams 
has been coordinated via email and by phone. As such, there has been a constant flow of care to those on our 
pastoral care list. 

Any parishioners interested in joining our team, please contact me through Realm Connect (gracestlukes.org/realm) or via Ministry 
Associate Abby Huber in the parish office (901-252-6336, ahuber@gracestlukes.org). As the coordinator for the team, I am inspired 
by and thankful for the volunteers who serve as GSL’s lay pastoral care ministers. Their efforts have been very much appreciated by all! 

Pastoral Care
gracestlukes.org/pastoralcare

Since the first Book of Common Prayer, Episcopalians have 
been encouraged to make a will, to provide for their families, 
and to make bequests for religious and charitable purposes, 
if possible. The pandemic has highlighted just how easily the 
unexpected can occur—and how important it is for all of us 
to have the proper directions in place. 

As a gift to the parish, Grace-
St. Luke’s  is offering a free and 
confidential  service to assist you 
in making the plans you need. 
You’ll have the opportunity to 
work directly with  Jeremy Pharr 
of Thompson & Associates 
(ceplan.com)  to  develop a plan 
that captures your priorities, 

Giving: A Spiritual Practice
support life at grace-st. luke’s

A Gift for You
Chapman Morrow, Stewardship Associate

highlights your values, and protects your assets. This values-
based planning is a personalized process that is offered with 
no obligation. Whether you need to create a plan or just 
want a second opinion on an existing plan, Jeremy can help.

We hope you’ll take advantage of this opportunity for 
values-based estate planning. This service is provided at no 
cost to parishioners of Grace-St. Luke’s, and the process is 
completely confidential.
 
For more information, please contact Stewardship Associate 
Chapman Morrow  at 901-252-6328 or  cmorrow@
gracestlukes.org. 
 
Chapman Morrow
Stewardship Associate
901-252-6328 | cmorrow@gracestlukes.org
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http://www.gracestlukes.org/realm
mailto:ahuber%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://www.ceplan.com/
mailto:cmorrow%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:cmorrow%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:cmorrow%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Outreach
gracestlukes.org/outreach

Call for Outreach Committee & Outreach Ministry Team Members
Price Peacock, Outreach Co-Chair for Communications

The Outreach Committee works with 19 Servant Ministry Partners to foster opportunities for you and other members of our congregation 
to engage in our parish outreach mission.

The committee is assembled and charged to spread the simple message of “love your neighbor”—to feed, clothe, and shelter those in need; 
care for the sick; welcome the stranger; enable children and families to overcome economic, educational, and health disparities; and support 
cultural diversity. We carry out this mission by gathering, coordinating, and sharing parish gifts of time, talent, and treasure. In order to 
spread that message and grow our presence in the community, we are hoping you will join the committee or Outreach Ministry Team. We 
are newly reorganized and ready to grow!

• Outreach Committee Member: You would support the Outreach Committee’s mission and serve on the Community Engagement, 
Grants, Communications, or Outreach Special Projects Subcommittee. The committee meets on the second Thursday of each 
month (currently on Zoom), taking July, December, and one floating month off.

• Co-Chair for Community Engagement: You would be the Outreach Committee Co-Chair, you would manage the Servant 
Ministry Partner Liaisons (Outreach Committee members who stay connected with each Servant Ministry Partner), and you 
would recruit partners and resources to aid the committee’s mission inside and outside the parish.

• Co-Chair for Grants: You would manage the Servant Ministry Partner grant process with members of the Grants Subcommittee, 
screening applications and making recommendations to the full committee.

• Co-Chair for Communications: You would help manage and write editorial pieces to support the Outreach Committee’s content 
editorial calendar, you would assist with taking committee meeting notes and sharing updates with members, and you would 
partner on parish forums to raise awareness about our Servant Ministry Partners.  

• Outreach Special Projects Team: You would identify new and unique ways to connect parishioners with our Servant Ministry 
Partners’ missions.

• Outreach Ministry Team: This is an informal group of parishioners who are currently or interested in participating in one or 
more outreach activities.

Please contact any staff, clergy, or Outreach Committee member, or email outreach@gracestlukes.org  for more information. To join the Outreach 
Ministry Team, simply log into Realm (gracestlukes.org/realm) and request to be added. Someone from the committee will contact you to talk about 
what your interests are.

Food Pantry Luncheon
On Tuesday, May 25, an in-person, socially-distanced, at-the-church luncheon (the first in more than a year!) was held in honor of all Food 
Pantry volunteers, particularly for Juan Fuentes for his many years of leading the Food Pantry team.  The time was facilitated by the Rev. Laura 
F. Gettys. Those in attendance in person and on Zoom were given the opportunity to give thanks, to fellowship, and to brainstorm a couple 
of questions in small groups: What do you want to stay the same about the Food Pantry? What are some dreams and new possibilities for the 
Food Pantry?  The luncheon was well attended including three volunteers who joined via Zoom.

https://www.gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-neighborhood-and-beyond/volunteer/
mailto:outreach@gracestlukes.org
http://gracestlukes.org/realm
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As GSL Troop 34 continues to celebrate its 
100-year anniversary, we’ll offer insight into 
what a wonderful asset this troop has been 
to GSL’s youth over the years. Dan Eason 

was Scoutmaster from 1995-2002 & 2006-2013 and Jim Martin 
from 2014 to present, and both were interviewed by Communications 
Administrator Lucy Owens for a series of articles for the Messenger.

Lucy: What are some memorable Troop 34 eagle projects that 
helped the community? (photos below)

Jim: Our scouts completed projects at Porter Leath, Shelby Farms, 
T.O. Fuller State Park, St. Columba, Pinecrest Camp & Retreat 
Center, St. Patrick Catholic Church, Grace-St. Luke’s, Calvary 
Episcopal Church, St. Louis Catholic Church, Thistle and 
Bee, Dorothy Day House, Overton Park Conservancy, Bartlett 
Park, various and sundry schools, like Idlewild, Snowden, and 
Colonial, to name a few.

Dan: One of the most memorable to me was the restoration of 
the belfry and bell at St. Patrick Catholic Church by Troop 
34 Scout Johnny Ney. This downtown Memphis church bell 
had not been heard for 20 years. Another was the construction 
and installation of a 20-foot tall cross and benches made from 
solid red cedar at St. Louis Catholic Church by Scout Emory 
Weaver. The design and construction of the labyrinth at St. 
Columba by Scout Jackson Springer. And, the construction 
and installation of a cross, benches, and fire pit at St. Columba 
by Scout Conner Rasberry. Another memorable project was 
the design and construction of a floating swimming dock at 
St. Columba by Scout Carlos Carman. We’ve done projects 

Troop 34 Celebrates 100 years, Part 3

If you missed part 1 by Dan Conaway, 
and part 2, visit  gracestlukes.org/news/
troop-34-is-100-years-old. Watch future 
Messengers for more updates throughout this 
100th year. Join the Troop 34’s Facebook to 
stay informed: www.facebook.com/groups/
Troop34Memphis.

See page 12 for a poem and acknowledgment 
from St. Columba to Troop 34 Eagle Scouts.

at Emmanual Episcopal Center, and also Church Health by 
Scout Frank Langston whose mother, Ann Langston, worked 
at Church Health. Another St. Columba project was by Garner 
Howell who worked on the mud pit. 

 Scouts buy into their projects and want to do them well and 
make a difference. Another thing I love is when we have projects, 
the scouts learn how to use tools. Like battery powered drills to 
put a screw in. Some day I want these boys’ spouses to say “I 
wish we had a deck” with the response being “I built a deck back 
when I was a scout, I think I can do that.” St. Columba is good 
about having a list of projects that can be done for volunteer 
projects. If you can find you a project you can complete and 
then are able to come back 20 years later, it will bring back great 
memories and be a source of pride. I’ve helped direct over 50 
projects through the years of my involvement with Troop 34.

Lucy: Does GSL Troop 34 have any girls in the Troop since 
that change was made in 2019 when Boy Scouts of America 
became Scouts BSA?

Jim: The girls would need to form a completely separate troop 
but the cub scouts can be in the same pack, although separate 
dens would be required. GSL had a few girls in the cub scout 
pack at one time. In the Chickasaw Council there are 3 or 4 girl 
troops. One is at Trinity Methodist, one in Southaven, and one 
at Buntyn.

Dan: Troops can decide how much interchange they have between 
them. For instance, GSL has invited Mississippi Blvd. on 
camping trips before. Girls have been in venture crews for many 
years. There are only about 10 venture crews in the city. 

Johnny Ney @ St. 
Patrick Catholic

Andrew Price Carlisle 
@ Shelby Farms

R. Rushing 
@ T.O. Fuller State Park

Fulton Boggs @ Miss Lees

Matthew Roberts Project @ Botanic Gardens John Clark Hooser 
@ St. Columba

http://www.gracestlukes.org/news/troop-34-is-100-years-old
http://www.gracestlukes.org/news/troop-34-is-100-years-old
http://www.facebook.com/groups/Troop34Memphis/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/Troop34Memphis/
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Youth Sunday, May 16,  was a glorius day.  GSL youth par-
ticipated in various liturgical roles throughout the service.

Additional photos: tinyurl.com/2021YouthSundayPicsSt. Columba News May 2001

What Is It?
You can get it there a new way.
  A path appears.
It shows you the way.
   A path is marked.
You can walk across a creek bed or take a
tractor across.
   A bridge is widened.
The creek beds are safe to walk during camp
and trails are clear.
   Creek beds and trails are cleared after ice storm.
An old bridge disappears and a better, safer
one appears.
   Demolished old bridges and replaced with new.
Summer swimmers enjoy a floating dock.
   Designed and built a floating dock at the lake.
An English garden with a stone walk.
   Designed and rebuilt the guest garden.
A lovely stone patio in front of the lodge and
new stone walkways from exits.
   A new lounging area is designed and stone is laid.

It is an Eagle Scout Project
at St. Columba!

Troop 34 at Grace-St. Luke’s, led by Dr. Dan 
S. Eason, Scoutmaster, has made wonderful 
improvements to St. Columba. Eagle Scout 
projects have been completed by Chris Carr, 
Patrick Carr, Gaines Conaway, Hal Owens, 
Carlos Carman, Haiz Oppenheimer and 
Clifton Stone. Many guests enjoy and com-
ment about these wonderful projects. They are 
wonderful examples of tomorrow’s leaders in 
action today.

–Tim Geske

Continued from page 11

http://tinyurl.com/2021YouthSundayPics
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Twenty-three youth and adults were confirmed, received, and reafirmed on the afternoon of May 23 by Bishop Phoebe Roaf.  
It was a wonderful day in the life of GSL!  Additional photos: tinyurl.com/Confirmation2021GSL

http://tinyurl.com/Confirmation2021GSL
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  Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal School
www.gslschool.org

News from GSL School By 
Thor Kvande, Head of School

The 2020–21 academic year—
with masks, social distanc-
ing, plexiglass desk shields, 
daily temperature checks, 
and more—was like nothing 
we’ve ever experienced here 
on the school side of campus. 
And yet, with grit, determi-

nation, and positive attitudes, our Saints did their part and 
persevered through the pandemic. We sincerely appreciate 
the prayers put up by this parish for the continued health 
and safety of our school community. And we extend special 
thanks to Father Ollie, Rev. Laura, and Youth Director Amzie 
for the care and love they repeatedly conveyed to our faculty, 
staff, and students throughout this unprecedented year. We 
are forever grateful! 

Spring was busy as we made abundant use of our large in-
door and outdoor spaces and held a number of special ac-
tivities, including parent forums, Celebration Chapels, the 
Stations of the Cross, the 8th grade alumni luncheon, Field 
Days, Honors Chapel, and finally, Graduation. We stayed 
distanced in reconfigured events so that we could honor our 
traditions and celebrate our students. 

Happily, SummerFest camp options are on for this year and 
open to all school-age children, whether or not they attend 
GSL! We will keep COVID protocols in place to ensure 
the health and safety of our attendees. If you are interested, 
please visit the SuumerFest page under the Student Life tab 
on our website (gslschool.org/student-life/summerfest) to 
see our fantastic offerings and register today. 

As always, we want to update you on Admissions, since we 
all realize that a healthy school enrollment positively and 
profoundly impacts the parish in a number of important 
ways! The Admissions season is truly year-round now, and 
we will continue touring families for any remaining available 
spaces throughout the summer. There are still spots open 
in selected grades—so please, talk us up!—and direct any 
inquiries to Director of Enrollment Shelly McGuire at 901-
278-0200.

Upcoming Calendar Events
Summer Office Hours: Monday–Friday, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Week of July 4, School Office Closed: July 5–9
SummerFest 2021: June 7–August 6 (with the exception of
     July 4 week), for boys and girls age 3–13 (Grades PK-8) 
First Day of 2021-22 School Year: Monday, August 16

With pre- and post-travel COVID testing requirements in place, GSL’s 8th graders were able to 
take the annual year-end trip to Nantahala this spring, an adventure that last year’s class had 
to forgo due to the pandemic. On the final night, they gathered around the campfire to share 
stories and reflect on their time at GSL – a special Nantahala tradition! 

Eighth graders gathered in the Church for a distanced group photo before welcoming parents 
and other customers to our first-ever, take-out style Italian Dinner.

It was Father Ollie’s birthday in mid-March when Lower and Middle School students (5th, 
6th, and 7th graders pictured here) were allowed to gather again in the church for the relaunch 
of weekly chapel services. It had been a year since students had worshiped together in the space.

The Rev. Laura Gettys, the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, and Youth Director Amzie Williams attend-
ed GSL’s annual Stations of the Cross, presented by our third and fourth graders on Maundy 
Thursday. Visit our school Facebook page for more photos, and use this link to watch a video 
clip: facebook.com/gslschool/videos/1133203640442833.

–

http://gslschool.org/student-life/summerfest
https://www.facebook.com/gslschool/videos/1133203640442833
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Membership
News

Births
• Mitzi Louise Larson, daughter of Kirkland and Sisco Larson,  

granddaughter of Jana & Brad Larson (March 31, 2021)
• Laura James and Kathryn Louise McDermott, daughters of 

Katie and Grant McDermott, granddaughters of Susan and 
Tom Stephenson (April 20, 2021)

• Hudson Clark Williams, son of Brittany and Daniel Williams, 
grandson of Jane and Bruce Williams (April 26, 2021)

Holy Baptism
• Wesley Alexander Johnson, son of Erin and James Johnson 

(April 4, 2021) 
• Catesby Osborne Simmons, daughter of Rachael and Chilton 

Simmons (April 10, 2021)
• Charles Matthew Layman, son of Sara and Rhett Layman 

(April 18, 2021)
• Emma Frances Owens, daughter of Mary and Paul Owens 

(April 18, 2021)

Holy Matrimony
• Ellen Elizabeth Wills and John Stirling Ball (May 22, 2021)

Deaths
• Nancy Menzies (May 2, 2021)
• Phil Johnson (May 17, 2021)

Confirmations (May 23, 2021)
• Adults: Stephani Louise Adair, Gerry Dale Adair, Douglas Brian 

Duncan, Amery Ewing-Moore, Ryan Eric Gibbs, John Price 
Richey, Richard Alexander Scott, Katie Carmichael Searle 

• Youth: Avery Meriwether Arkle, Rebecca Grace Burnett, 
Ronald Muirhead Byrnes, Laura Katherine Callan, Samuel 
Wells Callan, Grace Marie Ciaramitaro, Henry Latson Duncan, 
Caroline Stewart Holtzclaw, Andrew Hays Prather, Charles 
Pritchard Rowland, Lily Bronwyn Saatkamp, Robert Jackson 
Saatkamp, Mia Claverie Sappington

Reception (May 23, 2021)
• Melody Hokanson Richey

Reaffirmation (May 23, 2021)
• Elizabeth Moore Perkins

Transfers In
• Amy and Jerry Hudson from St. George’s Episcopal Church, 

Clarksdale, Mississippi

Transfers Out
• Laura, Hays, and Kit Hutton to St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal 

Church, Estes Park, Colorado

Looking Towards 
Sunday

Revised Common Lectionary
Year B  Track 2

Follow this link (www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-
texts) for access to Sunday lectionary readings online where you 
may reflect and pray with them at any time. Also offered are an 
overview, scripture backgrounds, a reflection, and prayer starters 
to enhance your worship experience. 

Memorials &
Honoraria

Memorials
• The Rev. Senter Crook from St. George’s Episcopal Church
• Nancy Menzies from Madge Saba, Linda Niell,  

Betsy and Preston Wilson
• Barton Williams from Dr. and Mrs. Robert Ducklo,  

Grace and Jeremiah Upshaw
• The Rev. Jerry Crook from Herschel and Noel Schwartz
• Jeff and Mary West Hammond, Thomas Hammond, and 

Jeffery Hammond from Lynn Hammond, Lee Lacey, and 
Jeff Hammond III

• Mary Simpson Bratton from Warner B. Ballard
• Shirley and John Harpole from Scott and Nada Fountain
Honoraria
• Corinne Adrian from Betsy Wilson, Patty Wiley
• Charles Matthew Layman from Rhett and Sara Layman
• The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher from Carolyn and Greer 

Simonton, Cliff and Paula Barnes
• Sidney Hickey from Kacey, Brian, and Caitlin Davies
• The Huber and Amonette Family from Abby Huber

Altar Flowers Eucharistic
Supplies During Worship

Grace-St. Luke’s provides two meaningful ways to remember loved ones 
during worship services: altar flowers and Eucharistic supplies given in 
their memory or honor. Flowers are $215 per Sunday, which one or 
more persons may share in giving, and Eucharistic supplies (wafers, 
wine, candle oil) are $25 per week. To explore and make payments 
to reserve available dates, including dates that may hold significance 
and have been reserved by you in the past, contact Communications 
Administrator Lucy Owens (901-252-6333, lowens@gracestlukes.
org). Your request must be made no later than two weeks in advance of 
the desired Sunday; further in advance may show more available dates. 
Once the date is confirmed, please issue payment for the appropriate fee 
(listed above) either online or mail it to the parish office. Your donation 
must be received for the reservation to be considered complete, and for 
the acknowledgement to be printed in the Sunday leaflet.

mailto:lowens%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:lowens%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Occasional Outdoor and Indoor Holy Eucharist
Sundays during the Summer at 5 p.m. 

Summertime at GSL includes occasional services of the Holy Eucharist outdoors (Anchor Hill, Lemaster Street 
Playground) and indoors on Sundays at 5 p.m. For service notices and locations, watch the weekly eNews, Sunday 
worship leaflet, website, and social media, and note that some services will be enriched with music. For outdoor 
gatherings, worshippers are responsible for bringing lawn chairs or blankets for seating. Advanced online sign-up is 
required by noon on Sundays. For information about indoor and outdoor worship at GSL including face covering 
protocols, visit gracestlukes.org/welcome/worship.

http://www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
http://gracestlukes.org/welcome/worship
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