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Support Groups at GSL
AA meetings: Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.; Narcotics Anonymous: Sundays, 7 p.m.; Sex and Love 
Addicts Anonymous: Saturdays at noon. For more info, contact Lucy Owens in the church office
lowens@gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6333.

Look for GRACESTLUKES in cyberspace.

pinterest.com/gracestlukes 

flickr.com/gracestlukes

youtube.com/gracestlukes

facebook.com/gracestlukes 

twitter.com/gracestlukes

instagram.com/gracestlukes

GSL eNews
Missing your weekly eNews? Check your spam folders! We have switched to an email service, 
MailChimp, to send out our eblasts. If you are not getting eNews emails, they are most likely 
going to your spam or junk folder. Be sure to add gsl@gracestlukes.org to your address book. 
Need help getting them to NOT go in your spam folder? Contact Lucy Owens, 901-252-6333 
or lowens@gracestlukes.org. 

GRACESTLUKES Mobile App

GSL's mobile app is available for download in the Android and Apple Stores. The app is an effec-
tive way for the church to communicate with you and for you to stay connected with the church. 
You can download the app in the following ways: Search for GRACESTLUKES in the iTunes/
Google Play stores. Follow this link: www.gracestlukes.org/app.

Privacy Policy & Photo Opt-Out Form
Grace-St. Luke’s privacy policy and photo opt-out form may be found on the GSL website at 
www.gracestlukes.org/privacy-policy.

Worship & Formation
SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with music, In Person
8:45-9:30 Fellowship Breakfast, Trezevant Hall
9:30-10:15 Adult Formation: Parish Hall Forum 
  Speakers and Programs, Trezevant Hall & 
  Livestream. Youth & Children Formation 
  Offerings. Explore gracestlukes.org/discover
10:30  Holy Eucharist with choir, 
  In Person & Livestream
4 p.m. More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall 
5 p.m. Holy Eucharist with Music, 
  Third Sunday Choral Evensong (Sept.-May), 
  Seasonal Concerts
  gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship
WEDNESDAY 
6–7:15 p.m. Adult Formation offerings (as announced)
8–8:15 p.m. Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

Parish Office Hours 
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4 p.m. 
901-272-7425
www.gracestlukes.org

Parish Clergy & Staff
www.gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff
The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate
The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon
Christi Authement, Recreation and Wellness Director
Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant 

to the Rector
Ashley Kendrick, Facilities Assistant
Keaton Morris, Director of Operations and Finance
Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate
Lucy Owens, Communications Associate
Mary Shea Quach, Director of Children’s Formation
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist
Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant
Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation 

2021 Vestry
www.gracestlukes.org/vestry
Grant Adams (Congregational Development), 
Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett 
(Youth Formation), Ben Cowan (Children’s 
Formation), Mike Davis (Outreach),
 Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), 
George Johnson (Stewardship), Jonathan Large 
(Outreach), Andy Nix (Stewardship), 
Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Charlie Pazar 
(Senior Warden, Administration), Anna Robbins 
(Junior Warden), Paula Sappington (Clerk, 
Congregational Development), Tom Stephenson 
(Stewardship), Taylor Taylor (Congregational 
Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish 
Chancellor: Steven King

Pastoral Care
Sharing and Responding to Concerns. 
To alert the clergy of a pastoral matter concerning 
yourself or a member, including any medical 
procedures, contact the clergy confidentially via
 901-252-6320 or pastoralcare@gracestlukes.org. 
For hospitalizations or emergencies concerning a 
member, contact the 24/7 Clergy-on-Call phone 
line at 901-252-6334. This is the best way to 
communicate pastoral needs and ensure a prompt 
response from a member of the clergy or pastoral care 
team. Lay Pastoral Care Coordinators: Sandra Ireland 
and Beth Perkins

Inside This Issue

On the cover: A glimpse of the people of Grace-St. Luke’s.
Restoring all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.

Please send your articles to Lucy Owens at lowens@gracestlukes.org. 
For more information, visit www.gracestlukes.org/communications.
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Every day presents us with 
opportunities to return thanks 
for life. Each is a gift from God 
and a humbling reminder 
of all that the Creator has 
done and continues to do. 
Likewise, every day is a time 
to behold who we are at Grace-
St. Luke’s Church as members 
of the body of Christ. 

Behold Who We Are. Grace-St. Luke’s resilient community 
of faith continues to stay the course as followers of Jesus 
through the COVID-19 pandemic. This pandemic is 
teaching us more about faith, hope, love, endurance, 
self-care, and a common sacrificial call to care for others 
through the choices we make. More than ever, we know 
that relationships and community are essential needs to 
nurturing the human soul. In God, all human beings are 
interconnected one to another and are stronger when we 
embrace this reality as equal images of God.

Behold Who We Are. Daily, we are called to pause for prayer 
and devotion. Weekly, we are called to prioritize attendance 
at worship services, which GSL offers in person and online 
on Sundays and weekdays. Furthermore, life at GSL 
includes formation (learning), in-reach and community 
engagement (outreach, social justice), fellowship, and 
music opportunities. 

In this issue of The Messenger and the special enclosed Life 
at GSL–Fall 2021 Guide: Worship, Christian Formation, 
Connecting & More, GSL clergy, staff, lay ministry 
leaders, and guests are glad to provide a tapestry of ways 
to participate. Readers will find an overflowing schedule 
of worship and music offerings, formation resources for 
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Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church Vision Statement
Our Vision is to be a thriving community of hope, belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, 

and service, and who rejoices in the love of Jesus to transform the world.

Behold Who We Are and Participate
Engage Fall 2021 in Life at GSL 

The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector

adults, youth, and children, special events, and invitations 
to share in essential stewardship that makes us whole 
(giving of time, talent, and financial resources). Regardless 
of the level, participation is key to our faithfulness and 
strength. 

In her book Behold What You Are: Becoming the Body of 
Christ, Episcopal priest Lisa G. Fischbeck shares: “There 
is nothing that is more important than participation…
Participation in life, participation in a community, 
participation in liturgy—it is the one and only way 
in which we experience the world outside of our own 
existence, to experience the other as part of our own 
humanity. Participation is how we know we are not entirely 
alone in the universe. This is not innate knowledge; this is 
only the kind of knowledge that can be obtained through 
action and experience.” Nothing could be truer, especially 
as this time in the life of the Church, the world, and the 
parish of Grace-St. Luke’s! If you would like to take a deep 
dive into Fischbeck’s book with others and me, obtain a 
copy of the book and register by Wednesday, September 8, 
for a four-week study: Wednesdays, September 15, 22, 29, 
and October 6, 6 to 7:15 p.m. at GSL.

Behold Who We Are and Participate. Our vision is to be 
a thriving community of hope, belonging, and healing 
through worship, parish life, and service, and who rejoices 
in the love of Jesus to transform the world. I give thanks to 
God for our life together, for who we are, and for engaging 
Fall 2021 in life at GSL with you.

Ollie+

The Reverend Ollie V. Rencher, Rector
901-252-6320 | orencher@gracestlukes.org

mailto:orencher%40gracestlukes.org?subject=


4 | www.gracestlukes.org

As Jesus comes into his ministry and finds his voice, there is a word which reoccurs 
in his speech and actions: power. He is asked by those who see and hear him, “Where 
did he get all this power?” because, quite frankly, he radiated with it. Think back 
to his transfiguration moment with Peter, James, and John. Jesus “shone like the 
sun,” as his disciples watched him grow in power on that mountain. Crowds praised 
God for all the deeds of power they saw in Jesus (Luke 19:37). And Jesus’ departing 
words were about power: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses…to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Power. 

I’ve been thinking about power a lot lately, especially as we embark on a new fall together. We here at Grace-St. 
Luke’s have power, individually and communally. Each of us are inheritors of what Saint Paul calls “resurrection 
power.” This is some serious power. As Christians and Episcopalians, you and I are called to use our power 
to engage the systems and forces of our world that denigrate and oppress God’s beloveds. As mentor Curtis 
Almquist, monastic at SSJE, says, “Christianity without power is like a country club for nice manners and 
good taste.” You and I have been created to manifest the power of God. If you really pay attention to scripture, 
you see that power is saturated on virtually every page. How we use it, abuse it, underestimate it. 

Maybe it would surprise you to hear that Mother Teresa, founder of the Missionaries of Charity who seek to 
care for the poorest of the poor, traveled by airplane not in Coach class but in First class. Why? Power. She 
knew the powers of the world sat up there. She claimed her God-given power and put it in the middle of 
leaders who had influence and power. 

God’s power in us is real. And our power becomes even stronger when we join as a collective and community 
in initiatives, open dialogue, and projects. This fall there are wonderful opportunities to use our God-given 
power to grow personally and grow our community. Sacred Ground dialogue circles on race and faith begin 
in September at GSL. Our partnership with MICAH, Memphis Interfaith Coalition for Action and Hope, 
has us joining with community neighbors to bring healing and change in education and immigration equity, 
and race and class equity in the justice system. New teams and volunteers are needed for More Than A Meal. 
The Food Pantry ministry is planning its reimagined ministry. Adult, youth, and children’s formation are 
gearing up for lively learning and thoughtful discussion. And the Congregational Development Committee 
is connecting us with neighbors near and far in fun fellowship events. 

There’s much to be thankful for and much good work and learning ahead of us. Looking forward to the shared 
journey ahead! 
 
Peace,
Laura+

The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector
901-252-6329 | lgettys@gracestlukes.org

The Power We Have
The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector

http://www.gracestlukes.org
mailto:lgettys%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Music and Exciting News at Grace-St. Luke’s 
Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist

The past few months have brought some exciting opportunities for music at GSL. Most 
importantly, we were finally able to return to congregational singing in May. Since 
the COVID-19 pandemic began, the one element of music-making that I have most 
missed is hymn singing. To my ears, there’s nothing as exhilarating as a congregation 
raising their voices together (with or without masks!). In fact, accompanying hymns is 
my favorite part of being an organist and I am grateful that we’re able to do that again.

We had five “Music in May” offerings with four concerts to include organ, oboe, 
clarinet, violin, trumpet, horn, and an end of the season Evensong featuring Herbert 

Howell’s Collegium Regale, Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. Beginning in June, we were able to invite the entire 
Grace-St. Luke’s Choir to resume singing and what a beautiful day that was!  We have resumed our indoor 5 
p.m. Sunday services with flute, cello, guitar, and we have added some incredible jazz instrumentalists into 
the rotation as well. 

At the beginning of August, GSL hosted the 15th annual Belvedere Chamber Music Festival by the Luna 
Nova New Music Ensemble. There were six total concerts spread between the opening concert on Wednesday, 
August 4, and the closing concert on Saturday, August 7. A special thanks to GSL member Dr. Patricia Gray 
for her organizing this wonderful event each year!

There is even more exciting news in the GSL music world: The Memphis Boy Choir, Girl Choir, and Chamber 
Choir will be making their new home at Grace-St. Luke’s this fall. Established in 1988 by John Ayer at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church, this non-profit organization has become one of the leading arts organizations of 
its kind with intense dedication to the Anglican choral music tradition for boys, girls, and adults. We are 
honored and beyond thrilled that the organization board of directors has entrusted GSL as its new home and 
appointed me as the Artistic Director in concert with my primary commitment to music for worship. I am 
grateful, and quite honestly lucky, to work with such a supportive Rector, wonderful Vestry, and encouraging 
Head of School Thor Kvande, who have been so helpful during this process. Like so many things, the 
COVID-19 pandemic leaves many unknowns as to how things will unfold for this new community choral 
arts program at GSL. We appreciate your prayers and support as we navigate this collaboration and begin 
recruitment through GSL School and the Memphis community. 

Thanks for all that you do to participate in and support music at GSL. 

Dr. Patrick A. Scott
Director of Music and Organist
901-252-6323 | pscott@gracestlukes.org

Music
gracestlukes.org/music

mailto:pscott%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://gracestlukes.org/music
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Since the first Book of Common Prayer, Episcopalians
have been encouraged to make a will, to provide for their
families, and to make bequests for religious and
charitable purposes, if possible. The pandemic has
highlighted just how easily the unexpected can occur –
and how important it is for all of us to have the proper
directions in place. 

be a living document
that reflects what you
value most

give you the
opportunity to
continue to have an
impact on the people
and places nearest
and dearest to your
heart

be evaluated to ensure
it’s a true reflection
of your aspirations

Large or small, your
estate plan can:

Values-based estate planning is a personalized process
that’s for everyone. You’ll work with Jeremy to develop
a plan for you and your loved ones that highlights your
values, captures your priorities, outlines your
intentions, and protects your assets.

VALUES-BASED
ESTATE PLANNING
A special free and confidential opportunity
provided by Grace-St. Luke's Church

We hope you’ll take advantage
of a unique opportunity for
values-based planning with
Jeremy Pharr of Thompson &
Associates (www.ceplan.com), a
firm that works exclusively with
nonprofit organizations and
offers expertise in charitable
estate planning strategies.

Through a generous gift to the parish, this service is
provided at no cost to Grace-St. Luke’s Church
members. Whether you need to create a plan, want a
second opinion on an existing plan, or just have
questions about your planning, Jeremy can help.

http://www.gracestlukes.org
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Jeremy comes to the church once a month and works with you (and anyone else you
choose to have present) to develop an estate plan that aligns with your needs and
values. Meetings typically take place in a private room in the church, and all
information you share with him will be held in the strictest confidence. None of your
information will be disclosed to anyone at Grace-St. Luke’s or elsewhere unless you
direct it.

Jeremy’s job is to help you come up with a plan, using your personal values, to meet
your needs and those of your loved ones. Because of a generous gift to the parish,
we’re able to offer his expertise and advice to you absolutely free of charge and with
no obligations.

Jeremy does not draft documents, manage money, sell any products, or ask you to
make a gift. He and his firm, Thompson & Associates, provide unbiased counsel in
connecting your lifetime values with strategies that work for you.

If you already have an estate plan, Jeremy can provide objective advice about the most
up to date options you may want to consider. Folks who believed they had the best
plans available have found new opportunities and tax savings after working with him.

If you’d like to learn more or are interested in scheduling some time with Jeremy, please 
contact Membership & Stewardship Associate Chapman Morrow at 901.252.6328 or

cmorrow@gracestlukes.org.

Here's how it works:

We invite you to join in this important ministry for the future of our parish by
adding your own planned gift to the legacy we are building. The Cornerstone

Society recognizes parishioners who include Grace-St. Luke’s in their estate plans. 
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Fall Soccer & Flag Football
Be sure to take a look at the Fall Soccer 
and Football flyer if you haven’t done so.  
Lots of helpful information is included!
www.gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/
files/Top_10_Fall_Soccer_and_Flag_
Football_2021_PARENT_Version.pdf

Basketball Registration
The 2021-2022 GSL Church  JK-4th  Grades ONLINE 
BASKETBALL REGISTRATION  is  September 1-30.   Please 
click on the link below to register your child. Remember 
registration fills up quickly and is on a  first-come, first-served 
basis.  gracestlukes.org/youthbasketball.

GSL Church Youth Basketball- 2021-2022
(1st - 4th Grades ONLY)
SKILL ASSESSMENT 

It’s basketball season and to get started we are having a 
Basketball Skill Assessment as part of the registration process. 
GSL Church Youth Athletics provides assessments for sports 
AND is a requirement for children who sign up to play in our 
sports programs. This is not a tryout; it’s simply a way to evenly 
divide teams. This will be fun for the registrants! 

Who: All 1st-4th graders registered for GSL Church Basketball. 
This is a required part of the registration process—all players 
need to attend.

When: Saturday, October 23 Sunday, October 24
 1st & 2nd Grade Boys 3rd & 4th Grade Boys
 1st & 2nd Grade Girls 3rd & 4th Grade Girls

Where: GSL Saints Gymnasium

What: Players will be assessed on scrimmaging, team play, ball 
handling, passing, layups and shooting. 

Players: Please  arrive 15 minutes prior to your scheduled time 
so your child may sign in and warm up. Please have your child 
dressed for sports play. Assessment times will be emailed at a 
later date.

Questions: Please contact Recreation and Wellness Director, 
Christi Authement.
 

Christi Authement
Recreation & Wellness Director
901-252-6325 | cauthement@gracestlukes.org

Recreation & Wellness
gracestlukes.org/athletics

PICKLEBALL  

We invite you to participate in the fastest growing sport in the 
country—PICKLEBALL!  Pickleball is played with a paddle and 
a whiffle ball over what looks like a tennis net on a badminton 
sized court. The growth of this sport speaks to the essence of 
the game—it is inclusive, accessible, easy to learn (challenging 
to master), doable for all shapes and sizes, for all ages and for 
all athletic / non-athletic ability levels. 
 

GSL Church does not currently have a Pickleball court, but 
that could change in the foreseeable future.  In the meantime, 
we’ve been invited to grab a friend and drop by St. Luke’s 
United Methodist Church at 480 S. Highland, Memphis, TN 
38111 on Tuesdays/Thursdays from 12–2 p.m.  to meet new 
people, learn to play, and do something healthy and FUN!  Before 
you know it, you will be teaching others how to play!
 

LOOK!  Do you see our very own, Taylor Taylor, PICKLEBALL 
EXTRAORDINAIRRE front and center of the above photo?
 

When: Tuesdays/Thursdays from 12–2 p.m. 
 

Where: St. Luke’s United Methodist Church at 480 S. Highland, 
Memphis, TN 38111. Enter the CLC/Gym entrance from 
Midland St. Phone number: 901-452-6262.
 

Cost:  $2 donation appreciated
 

What to Bring: A paddle (extra paddles available), tennis shoes, 
and water bottle.
 

Please look at the Pickleball attachment on the GSL Recreation 
and Wellness website for more information: gracestlukes.org/
sites/549/uploaded/files/PB_Info.pdf.  
 

Here is  a link (usapickleball.org/what-is-pickleball/how-to-
play/basics/rules-summary) for a Pickleball overview, playing 
instructions, and much more!

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://www.gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/files/Top_10_Fall_Soccer_and_Flag_Football_2021_PARENT_Version.pdf
http://www.gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/files/Top_10_Fall_Soccer_and_Flag_Football_2021_PARENT_Version.pdf
http://www.gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/files/Top_10_Fall_Soccer_and_Flag_Football_2021_PARENT_Version.pdf
https://www.gracestlukes.org/youthbasketball/
mailto:cauthement%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
http://gracestlukes.org/athletics
webextlink://480 S. Highland, 38111
webextlink://480 S. Highland, 38111
webextlink://480 S. Highland, 38111
webextlink://480 S. Highland, 38111
http://gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/files/PB_Info.pdf
http://gracestlukes.org/sites/549/uploaded/files/PB_Info.pdf
http://usapickleball.org/what-is-pickleball/how-to-play/basics/rules-summary
http://usapickleball.org/what-is-pickleball/how-to-play/basics/rules-summary
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Worship, Christian Formation, Connecting & More

Sundays  8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person
  8:45-9:30 a.m. Fellowship Breakfast, Trezevant Hall
  9:30-10:15 a.m.  Adult Formation: Parish Hall Forum Speakers 
   and Programs, Trezevant Hall & Livestream
   Youth & Children Formation Offerings
    gracestlukes.org/discover
  10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person & Livestream
  4-4:50 p.m. More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall
  5 p.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, Third Sunday Choral 
   Evensong (September-May), Seasonal Concerts
   gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday 6-7:15 p.m. Adult Formation Offerings (as announced)
Wednesday 8-8:15 p.m.  Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

WORSHIP | www.gracestlukes.org/worship
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August 15, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, 10:30 a.m.

Blessing of the Backpacks. As the Fall term of a new school year unfolds, join us for the annual Blessing 
of the Backpacks during the 10:30 service. Students of all ages are welcome to bring backpack/laptop/
books for a blessing and a bag tag to keep with you throughout the school year!

August 22, Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost & Episcopal School Sunday, 10:30 a.m.

The 10:30 a.m. service includes a celebration of our parish school established in 1947, commission-
ing of Grace-St. Luke’s School faculty, and prayers for all Episcopal School communities. Explore 
episcopalschools.org to learn more through the National Association of Episcopal Schools (NAES). 

August 29, Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15-9:45 a.m. Online at facebook.com/gracest-
lukes, youtube.com/gracestlukes, gracestlukes.org/live.

Cycling by Faith through the COVID-19 Pandemic with Brendan Housler. When the COVID-19 
pandemic changed how we live, many religious and spiritual persons have relied even more on their 
faith for navigation. Many have started, renewed, and further committed to a variety of hobbies, habits, 
recreations, and professions. GSL member Brendan Housler, a full-time cycling coach, president of 
EVOQ.BIKE, and winner of several cycling awards, started cycling long before our current pandemic 
season. Tune-in for a 30-minute interview by Father Ollie Rencher of Brendan about his faith and how 
it continues to sustain his journey on the road of starts and stops, twists and turns, and accomplish-
ments, and empowers him to stay the course.

September 5, Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m.

There will be no in person or virtual formation offerings for adults, youth, and children on the Sunday before Labor Day. 
Mark your calendar for September 12, Celebration Sunday, and spread the word! 

September 12, Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m.

Celebration Sunday: Rally Day to Launch Fall 2021 Worship, Formation, Ministry, Community Engagement, and Fellow-
ship Opportunities. All persons are invited to drop in from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. and rally around our wide-ranging opportunities 
to engage worship, Christian formation (learning offerings for adults, youth, and children), in-reach (pastoral care, liturgical roles, 
small groups), community engagement (outreach, social justice), and fellowship. Many in-person and online Fall offerings coupled 
with parishioner engagement will guarantee a rich new season at GSL. This will be a perfect day to learn how to get involved, 
connect, and reconnect with others after a long time of physical distancing.

September 19, Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m.

A Day of Poetry for the Soul with the Rev. Katherine M. Bush. GSL Member and St. Mary’s School 
Chaplain, the Rev. Katherine M. Bush will preach during the 8:30, 10:30, and 5:00 services. At the 
9:30 a.m. Parish Hall Forum, Bush will share and invite reflection on poetry about where we’ve been, 
where we are, and where we might be going, and upholds, “Poetry reminds that we are not alone.”

FORMATION | www.gracestlukes.org/adult-formation
SUNDAYS – August 15 through January 9
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September 26, Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m.

The Worldwide Impact of Memphis’ National Civil Rights Museum with President Russ Wigginton. 
Appointed August 1, 2021, Dr. Russell Wigginton brings significant energy, professional experience, 
educational and community leadership, and vision to the helm of NCRM, now celebrating 30 years. 
Wigginton will reflect on the worldwide impact being made through NCRM’s chronicling of the 
American civil rights movement, storytelling of the ongoing human rights struggle, and educating 
and serving as a catalyst to inspire action that creates positive social change. [civilrightsmuseum.org]. 

October 3, Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m.

Mobilizing Memphis: A Faith Conversation with Andy Nix. Studies show transportation is the key 
factor in social and economic mobility. Access to transportation determines where one can live, work, 
shop, and play. Social justice through transportation can make our city healthier, wealthier, and more 
accessible for all. Join GSL member and MyCityRides Executive Director & Lead Flyer Andy Nix to 
talk about how motor scooters can play a role in breaking the cycle of poverty. Community engage-
ment initiatives improve the lives of our neighbors. Today, more than 325 “Flyers” in Memphis have 
scooter transportation through partnerships with local employers. 

October 4 (Monday), Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, Holy Eucharist 6 p.m.

All people and pets (“creatures great and small”) are invited to an outdoor Blessing of the Animals and 
Holy Eucharist with Music at 6 p.m. on the grounds of Grace-St. Luke’s Church. We commemorate 
the commitments of love, simplicity, care for the poor, and animals, commonly attributed to Francis, 
who prayed that all might become instruments of the peace of God for the world. 

October 10, Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m.

A Window into Community Engagement at Grace-St. Luke’s. Established in 1940 
as the merger of Grace and St. Luke’s congregations, GSL’s approach to community en-
gagement naturally has varied across several decades. Today, our community engagement 
encompasses the ministries of outreach and social justice through the dedicated leader-
ship of lay and ordained ministers and committees. All are invited to a vital conversation 
with ministry area leaders about current programs and hopes for a faithful future in this 
aspect of parish life, including ways to get involved and serve.

October 17, Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost, Commemoration: St. Luke the Evangelist, 
Fall 2021 Every Member Canvas Campaign Launch, 9:30 a.m.

In commemoration of our patron, Saint Luke the Evangelist (October 18 feast day), worship services 
and the 9:30 a.m. Parish Hall Forum will assist our celebration. Expect highlights about the time, 
talent, and financial resources of every member for life at GSL to thrive, 2022 Annual Fund pledge 
drive, estate planning and The Cornerstone Society planned giving ministry at GSL, and more about 
God’s abundance. 
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October 24, Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost & Wellness and 
Recovery Sunday, 9:30 a.m.

Celebrating Awareness and Spiritual Practices with Shannon Tucker and 
Laura White. Christians and all people are called to strive for wellness of 
mind, body, and spirit, which includes paying attention to any addictions 
that may be occurring in our lives or the lives of others. Join Diocese of 
West Tennessee Recovery Commission Co-Chairs Shannon Tucker and 
Laura White at the 9:30 a.m. Parish Hall Forum for a conversation about 
the gambit of addictions that can affect one’s life. Awareness and spiritual practices can be powerful 
and assist with a healthier future. Mr. Tucker also will preach at the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. services. 

October 31, Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m.

Why I Stopped Watching The News with Journalist David Waters. Have you gotten tired of the news? 
For a timely conversation about what we might do with being tired of the news, join David Waters, 
longtime newspaper reporter, columnist, and University of Memphis Associate Director of the Institute 
for Public Service Reporting. Waters suggests we may need to either wean ourselves from or think 
about the news in a different way. The news often gets in the way of our humanity, dividing, polarizing, 
and even angering us. People of faith are called to talk about what to do about and with the news.

November 7, All Saints’ Sunday, Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m.
Special program, speaker, or fellowship time to be announced. 

November 14, Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m. 

Faith and Citizenship in the 21st Century: Part One. What does it mean to be a person of faith in 
an era of political polarization?  Join Rhodes College history professor Tim Huebner as he discusses 
how Christians have historically viewed their relationship to the American political order, including 
how the often complex relationships between faith, patriotism, and politics have evolved over time.  
In exploring this history, we will consider some of the ways that people of faith can heed the biblical 
call to justice and engage the great issues of our day, without demonizing those who disagree with us.  

November 21, Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King, 9:30 a.m

Faith and Citizenship in the 21st Century: Part Two. Rhodes College history professor Tim Huebner continues to reflect on 
the question “What does it mean to be a person of faith in an era of political polarization?” Huebner reminds that people of 
faith can heed the biblical call to justice and engage the great issues of our day, without demonizing those who disagree with us.

November 28, First Sunday of Advent, 9:30 a.m. and after 10:30 service

Advent Wreath-Making for All Ages and families. Kick off your observance of the Advent season 
by making a wreath in Trezevant Hall. Spend time with family and parishioners as we prepare for the 
Christmas Season! Please bring your own clippers and/or scissors and we will provide greenery and the 
rest. There will be designated areas to sit or stand and work. Advanced sign-up for one of two sessions 
would be helpful for supply-gathering: visit tinyurl.com/GSLAdventWreaths2021.

December 5, Second Sunday of Advent, 9:30 a.m.

Annual Meeting of the Parish. All members and newcomers are encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting of the Parish via Zoom 
or in person. This one-hour occasion will undertake key business matters, including the election of the Vestry Class of 2024, parish 
life highlights since the last annual meeting, collection of 2022 annual fund pledges for the finance committee and vestry meetings 
to adopt a 2022 operating budget before January, and state-of-the-parish remarks from the Senior Warden and the Rector. Details 
including virtual access, agenda, vestry nominee biographical statements, and the voting process will be maintained at gracestlukes.
org/annualmeeting2021.
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December 12, Third Sunday of Advent, 9:30 a.m.

The Wideness of Music at GSL with Dr. Patrick Scott & Guests. For several decades “music at GSL” 
commonly has either referenced or been limited to offerings during Sunday morning worship: organ 
voluntaries, hymns, psalm-chanting, anthems, spirituals, guest instrumentalists, and the choirs (GSL 
Choir for adult volunteers and staff singers and St. Cecilia and Canterbury for children). Today, we are 
blessed with a wideness of music that’s worth celebrating. Our expansion includes cello, flute, guitar, 
jazz, piano, and more at the Sunday 5:00 contemplative service, seasonal services of choral evensong, 
concerts and recitals, Belvedere Music Festival (by Luna Nova Music), and the Fall 2021 welcome of 
the Memphis Boy, Girl, and Chamber Choirs to GSL following a 33-year-home at St. John’s Episcopal 

Church. Don’t miss this session with Dr. Patrick Scott and guest instrumentalists to reflect on the extraordinary music being of-
fered through life at GSL for the parish and Memphis region. 

December 19, Fourth Sunday of Advent, 9:30 a.m. 
Exploring the Spirituality, Ministry, and Impact of Archbishop Desmond Tutu with The Rev. 
Dr. Michael Battle. Join the Very Rev. Michael Battle, Ph.D., for a rich conversation about the life 
and worldwide transformational ministry of Desmond Tutu of South Africa. Battle is an Episcopal 
priest and the Professor of Church and Society and Director of the Desmond Tutu Center at General 
Theological Seminary of The Episcopal Church (Manhattan). Tutored, ordained, and married by 
Tutu, Battle has authored 11 books including Desmond Tutu: A Spiritual Biography of South Africa’s 
Confessor (2021) and leads PeaceBattle, an organization that helps with going beyond deadlock and 
irreconcilable difference to thrive. Father Battle also will preach during the 8:30, 10:30, and 5:00 
services.

December 26, First Sunday after Christmas, 9:30 a.m.

In-person and virtual formation offerings for adults, youth, and children are suspended and will resume on January 9.
Note: On this day, there will be one service of the Holy Eucharist at 10:30 a.m. The 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. services will resume 
on January 2.

January 2, Second Sunday after Christmas, 9:30 a.m.

In-person and virtual formation offerings for adults, youth, and children are suspended and will resume on January 9.

January 6 (Thursday), The Epiphany, Holy Eucharist and Burning of the Greens, 6 p.m.

The 12 days of Christmas ends by celebrating the manifestation of Christ and his divinity and the coming of the Magi. All are 
invited to Grace-St. Luke’s Church for a Festival Holy Eucharist and Burning of the Greens with homily and music at 6 p.m. Save 
your Advent and Christmas wreaths and garland to add to the outdoor fire at the end of the service.

January 9, First Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of our Lord

Special program, speaker, or fellowship time to be announced.
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Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church Vision Statement: Our Vision is to be a thriving community of hope, 
belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, and service, and who rejoices in the love of Jesus to transform the world.
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WEDNESDAY EVENINGS & Other Times - Adult Formation Offerings
www.gracestlukes.org/midweek-formation

Sacred Ground Dialogue Series on Race 

Beginning the week of September 12, GSL Social Justice Ministry will offer a 10-week series 
called Sacred Ground. Sacred Ground is a film and readings-based dialogue series on race and ground-
ed in faith. Small groups will walk through chapters of America’s history of race and racism while 
weaving in threads of family story, class, and political and regional identity. We invite you to join one 
of the two dialogue circles that are being formed (Wednesday nights 6:30–8:30 p.m. or Thursday 
mornings 10 a.m.–12 p.m.). For more information, please reach out to Paula Barnes, the Rev. Laura 
Gettys, Nicki Soulé, or Jennie VanDeveer via Realm (gracestlukes.org/realm). You can also find more 
details and a preview of videos and hopes for our time at Sacred Ground – The Episcopal Church. 
Registration Deadline is September 1. Signup HERE: tinyurl.com/SacredGroundWednesday for the 
Wednesday sessions and tinyurl.com/SacredGroundThursday for the Thursday sessions.

Book Study “Behold What You Are: Becoming the Body of Christ”

Dates: September 15, 22, 29, October 6 | Registration Requested by September 8
Facilitator: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher 
Time: 6–7:15 p.m. | Location: GSL (various spaces: to be announced) 

Episcopal Church Publishing writes: “Behold What You Are (Lisa G. Fischbeck) is written to open 
the possibilities of liturgy and liturgical awareness, in the church and of the church, Sunday by Sun-
day, season by season. In a world increasingly and sharply divided, the image of the body of Christ 
can provide an alternate and life-giving narrative. We don’t just gather to worship God; we gather to 
worship God together, even when that gathering is online. And we go forth together to be the body 
of Christ, that the world might be repaired and restored to God. This body is not finite and exclusive; 
it is porous and open to all. Our traditions are a wonderful springboard for refreshed liturgical expres-
sions in settings within and beyond our church buildings. These expressions can connect with people 
who would not otherwise enter a beautiful but somewhat austere structure. With some thoughtful 

reflection and intentionality, the public expression and formation of the body of Christ through liturgy can become more vital 
for all.” Considering this reflection and the importance of relationships and community to the GSL community, all adults and 
youth are invited to share in this four-week book study facilitated by the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher. In Winter-Spring 2022, the Rev. 
Lisa G. Fischbeck, Vicar of The Episcopal Church of the Advocate in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, is slated to be a GSL Sunday 
Parish Hall Forum Guest Speaker. 

“Behold What You Are” Chapters: 1) Liturgy as Public Expression and Formation of the Body of Christ; (2) Formed by the Sun-
day Eucharistic Liturgy; (3) Formed by Special Events and Seasonal Opportunities; (4) Liturgy of a Church without a Church 
Building; (5) The Life of a Church as Meta-Liturgy.

Registration requested by Wednesday, September 8: tinyurl.com/GSLBeholdWhatYouAre
Obtain your book online or at a local bookstore.

WATCH AND EXPLORE: FORMATION AT GSL
Watch the weekly eNews, worship leaflets, social media, and website for notices about additional formation offerings 

on Sundays, Wednesdays, and other days, including some virtually.
Explore www.gracestlukes.org/discover for details and more ways to enrich your spiritual formation.
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Fall 2021 EYC Hours – Starting September 12 Rally Day at GSL

New Orleans Summer 2022 Trip. COVID pending, our hope is to venture to New Orleans in 
Summer 2022 for a Community Engagement Experience in the Big Easy! Joined by Calvary and The 
Church of the Holy Communion, we plan to explore the rich history of New Orleans, partner with 
local Non-Profits, explore Audubon Park, the World War II Museum, and sample some amazing food. 

We are planning to have five days of fun and seeking to be a well-working team prior to the trip 
departure. We want anyone who wishes to go to be able to do so, but we ask that you be a part of 
the journey throughout the year as we work towards the trip. To find out more on how you can be 
part of 901 In the Big Easy, be sure to be a part of our parent’s social on August 29 or contact Amzie. 

Confirmation.  Details are still in the works for our Confirmation class coming this winter, but we are starting our list early! If 
you are in the 9th grade and baptized, go ahead and email awilliams@gracestlukes.org to get signed up! 

New Seasonal Devotions. This year we are offering two seasonal devotion studies. Our Lenten devotion is back again, and we 
are adding one for the Advent season! Our Advent and Lent groups will be meeting on Wednesday evenings from 5:00-6:00 for 
youth in grades 6-12, with more details for both events coming to you in October. 

Sunday Youth Formation. Our Sunday Formation will draw upon multiple sources this year to cre-
ate a living curriculum that adapts to the liturgical season, current events, and needs of our youth 
community. Our lead youth volunteer for the year is Maxie Sanson, a junior at Rhodes and longtime 
Episcopal summer camp enthusiast. High School will meet in the Red Room, and Middle School will 
meet in the Yellow Room from 9:30-10:15 a.m. 

Our middle school year’s theme is Modern Memphians. This year we will be continually looking for 
connections between scripture and Episcopal tradition and our modern day lives in Memphis. More so 
than that, we seek to prepare our youth to understand the history and beliefs of The Episcopal Church 
and learn why understanding history can be so necessary to shaping the future. By matching scripture 
with events in our lives and communities, we seek to highlight the importance and changing role scripture has in our lives. 

This year our high school youth formation will be centered around Sustainability! Both spiritually and environmentally, we will be 
exploring how we share our human home and preparing our young adults with spiritual tools to sustain themselves and those in 
their community. Our year will focus on spiritual texts that connect to our relationship with other parts of creation and spiritual 
practices. We will explore many types of prayer, mediation, and practices that can be taken out into the world, no matter where 
our saints are called!

Diocesan-Wide Compline and Conversation. This fall we hope to continue to connect with all youth in grades 6-12 from all 
around Memphis. We have two Diocesan-Wide Compline and Conversations planned for September 26 and October 24 from 
6-7 p.m. at St. Mary’s Cathedral. Come for games, conversation, and a peaceful end to your day. 

Fall Campout at St. Columba. Mark your calendars for October 16-17 for our fall campout with Calvary and Holy Communion! 
Together we will camp under the stars, have spooky hayrides, and share stories around the campfire! To register, email Amzie. 

For more information about programs for youth, please contact Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation at awilliams@
gracestlukes.org.

YOUTH FORMATION (6th–12th Grade) 
www.gracestlukes.org/youth-formation
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Summer Hours: August- September
MS: 4:00-5:00 PM
HS: 5:00-6:00 PM

Fall EYC Hours: October- December 
MS: 3:00-4:00 PM
HS: 4:00-5:00 PM
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Nursery
The nursery is open again as of Sunday, August 29th. The nursery is available to all children, infants to 
6 years old (we do encourage PK-SK children to go to Formation from 9:30-10:15).  It will be open 
from 8:00-12:00 every Sunday. The nursery will also be open during some evening events, dates TBD. 
As we reopen, rest assured that we are doing all we can to provide quality care in these still uncertain 
times of the pandemic. All nursery staff will be trained for Covid-19 protocol, and this protocol will 
be posted in all nursery rooms and on the website for your convenience. 
 

Formation
This fall we are starting new things! We are going to begin the wonderful program of Godly Play. Godly Play is a beautiful way 
to tell our sacred stories and teach our young church members about the history of the church while following the liturgical 
calendar. This program takes time to get started, so we will start slow with three or four Godly Play lessons each in the fall and 
spring. On the Sundays that we are not doing Godly Play, we will use a different curriculum that I believe will give our children 
a good foundation of Biblical knowledge and the Episcopal Church. This curriculum will give our children a good foundation 
of Biblical knowledge and the Episcopal Church through stories, activities, and prayer. For this program, there will be three age 
groups: PK-SK, 1st-3rd grade, and 4th-5th grade.  
 
In-person gatherings for parents and families
We are planning gatherings for families as well as the return of Parents Connect this fall. The gatherings for families will be once 
a month as a time for both parents and children to spend time with other young families here at GSL. Parents Connect will be 
a separate time for parents once a month to gather without their children to have quality time with other adults. Dates are TBD 
but will be announced in the E-news, sent out in emails, and posted on the “GSL Children’s Formation” Facebook page.  
 
I am so excited to begin this year with all of you at GSL! I have enjoyed getting to know some of you this summer and I am 
looking forward to meeting even more of you very soon. I have greatly appreciated all feedback and ideas I have gotten thus far 
and I believe the more input I have from our families, the better the Children’s Formation program can become. If you have any 
questions, concerns, ideas, or just want to talk, my door is always open and I would love to hear from you! 
 
For more information about programs for children, please contact Mary Shea Quach, Director of Children’s Formation 
(msquach@gracestlukes.org).

CHILDREN’S FORMATION (Nursery–5th Grade)
www.gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation
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Outreach
gracestlukes.org/outreach

Turner Bishop: Fostering Connection and Service 
During a Time of Physical Distance
Price Peacock, Outreach Co-Chair for Communications

At Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, we believe 
that the collective impact of our individual actions 
matters. We’re helping create a thriving community—
both inside and outside the walls of our church—of 
hope, belonging, and healing. Our new Servant 
Ministry series spotlights people who are volunteering 
their time to share the message of God’s love by feeding, 
clothing, and sheltering those in need. In our second 
spotlight, you will have the opportunity to know 
Turner Bishop better.

Snapshot

Name: Turner Bishop

Years Serving with Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church: 2

Turner Bishop is a member of Memphis University School’s 
(MUS) Civic Service Organization, a volunteer group focused 
on creating a culture of selfless service by planning and managing 
service opportunities for students to improve the lives of people 
in Memphis and beyond. The MUS Civic Service Organization 
has an ongoing service activity with More Than A Meal, a bi-
weekly community meal hosted at Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church and Idlewild Presbyterian Church. 

The vision of Grace-St. Luke’s Parish is to be a thriving 
community of hope, belonging, and healing through 
worship, parish life, and service, and who rejoices in the 
love of Jesus to transform the world. How is Grace-St. Luke’s 
helping you to be a servant in the community? 

When I started attending More Than A Meal [MTAM] about 
two years ago, I immediately fell in love with the immersive 
atmosphere and friendly people. Since then, I have come to serve 
at GSL [Grace St. Luke’s Episcopal Church] from 3–5:00 p.m. 
almost every Sunday. 

Despite COVID-19 upsetting the status quo of the guests 
dining inside and serving a hot meal on a plate, the other 
volunteers and I have not let this keep us from serving our 
neighbors in need. Further, COVID-19 and our outdoor meal 
distribution has given me a unique opportunity to have in-depth 
conversations with many of our guests; these conversations have 
led to meaningful relationships that are what keeps me coming 
back every week. 

I love talking with and serving our guests; however, I also love 
working with and talking to our wonderful team of volunteers 
each week. As we prepare, package, and hand out the meals 
each week, we both discuss how to make the MTAM experience 
better for our guests and talk about what is going on in our lives. 

Despite a generational gap between some of our younger and 
older volunteers, the amicable environment develops a sense 
of belonging and friendship among all our volunteers. I could 
rant all day about reasons I keep coming back each week, but 
our guests and volunteers are easily at the forefront of my list.

To learn more about how you can volunteer your time, 
talents, and treasures to More Than A Meal or any other GSL 
Outreach ministry, click here (gracestlukes.org/MTAM).

http://gracestlukes.org/outreach
https://www.gracestlukes.org/
https://www.musowls.org/
https://www.musowls.org/student-life/student-life/student-leadership-clubs
https://idlewildchurch.org/
https://www.gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-neighborhood-and-beyond/more-than-a-meal/
https://www.gracestlukes.org/connect/in-the-neighborhood-and-beyond/more-than-a-meal/
http://gracestlukes.org/MTAM
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Serve 901 Spotlight
Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation

Youth Formation 
gracestlukes.org/youth-formation

This past 
July, thirteen 
youth from 
G r a c e - S t . 
Luke’s joined 
with youth 
from Calvary 
and Church 
of the Holy 
Communion 
for three days 

of community engagement, summer 
fellowship, and exploring our home 
parishes. Over the course of three days, 
our youth had the opportunity to learn 
about various ministries in our commu-
nity, hear from local clergy, and make 
new friends! In our time together we 
packed food bags and worked in the 
clothes closet at Calvary, learned about 
Constance Abbey while tie-dying at 
Holy Communion, and learned about 
the role of nonprofits in Memphis fol-
lowed by an afternoon water balloon 
war at Grace-St. Luke’s. We’re looking 
forward to the fall and keeping the fel-
lowship going. We are happy to invite 
all youth in grades 6-12 to Diocesan-
wide compline and supper at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral on September 26. Look out 
for more details to come soon. 
 
Amzie Williams
Director of Youth Formation
901-252-6326
awilliams@gracestlukes.org

http://www.gracestlukes.org
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Children’s Formation
gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation

Fall 2021

As we are looking toward the fall and some cooler weather ahead, I can’t help but 
reflect on the first summer I have had as the Interim Director of Children’s Formation 
with the wonderful children of Grace-St. Luke’s. What a beautiful summer we have 
had for seeing old friends and making new friends, all the while learning about 
God’s great compassion for all of us. Our Vacation Bible School theme this year was 
“Compassion Camp: Changing the World with Lovingkindness,” and I have no 
doubt in my mind that these children will change the world! In fact, I think they 
already are. 

I am happy to announce that I will still be around this fall and through this next 
year to continue in the role of Director of Children’s Formation. I am so excited to 

see what this next year brings in the world of Children’s Formation and I can’t wait to get to know everyone 
better! We have some exciting plans as we explore some new children’s and family programming ideas and 
reimagining what it can look like for the families of GSL. 

I have loved meeting the families here at GSL through VBS, at church, and through a parent social we had. As 
we get back into the rhythm of the school year, I am looking forward to meeting so many more families and 
hosting other events that can bring the church family together. Some of these events I am looking forward to 
are Rally Day, our Newcomers Party in October, fall socials with crafts and games, church concerts, the return 
of Trunk-or-Treat, and others! 

Children’s Formation is planning to begin again after Rally Day on September 12! We are looking into 
different programs and discerning what would be best for our children and our congregation. Our formation 
time will be from 9:30-10:15. Any children who would like to stay for Children’s Chapel during the 10:30 
service may do so. We are also working on opening the nursery back up for our youngest church members 
and we would like to start having more childcare offerings during other church events. We know that all 
members of the church need to have a place where they feel connected, and the Children’s Formation goal is 
to get some of that connection back this year!

Mary Shea Quach
Director of Children’s Formation
901-252-6321 | msquach@gracestlukes.org

http://gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation
mailto:msquach%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
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Sacred Ground, 
A Film-Based Dialogue Series on Race and Faith  

The GSL Social Justice ministry continues to seek to inspire our community 
to more fully live into our Baptismal Covenant “to strive for justice and peace 
among all people.” The next phase of our work begins in September, when we 
will offer the Sacred Ground series developed by the national Church. Sacred 
Ground includes a robust curriculum of films and readings on race and faith. 
Small groups, called dialogue circles, will consider the history of race and racism 
in America, and are invited to bring their own stories and experiences to the 
conversation. Sacred Ground is part of The Episcopal Church’s Becoming Beloved 
Community initiative committed to racial healing, reconciliation, and justice. 
Grounded in our call to faith, hope, and love, Sacred Ground  is specifically 
designed to help educate white people through conversation as we peel back each 
layer and consider the origins and causes of present-day divisions and challenges.  

This work is not easy, but it is holy. Prayerfully consider joining one of our 
Sacred Ground dialogue circles. Each circle will be limited to a maximum of 
twelve people, and we will be asking for a deep commitment from participants 
as we journey together towards Sacred Ground. The materials in the series are 
intended to be engaged over the course of ten sessions, with at least one week 
between each session. We are planning for one group to meet Wednesday 
evenings beginning September 15. A second dialogue circle will meet on 
Thursday mornings beginning September 16.  

If you are ready to delve deeper in considering the intersection of race and faith, we 
invite you to reach out to one of us to learn more: Nicki Soule, Jennie Vandeveer, 
Paula Barnes, or the Rev. Laura F. Gettys in Realm (gracestlukes.org/realm). In 
addition, many helpful resources (ranging from excerpts of the films used to 
guides for how to prepare to participate) can be found on the national Church 
website here: Sacred Ground – The Episcopal Church (www.episcopalchurch.org/
sacred-ground). All materials for Sacred Ground will be provided by the church, 
including the two core books, Waking Up White by Debby Irving, and Jesus and 
the Disinherited by Dr. Howard Thurman. 

The deadline to sign up is September 1. Due to the importance of establishing 
trust and forming community within the dialogue circles, we ask participants 
to make a commitment to attend all ten sessions. Those who know they may 
miss more than one session are respectfully asked to wait to participate until a 
future date, when they can more fully commit.  

The Wednesday evening group will meet from 6:30– 8:30 p.m. on the following 
dates: September 15 and 29, October 6 and 20, November 3 and 17, and 
December 1 and 15, 2021, and January 5 and 19, 2022. Register to be part of the 
Wednesday evening dialogue circle here: tinyurl.com/SacredGroundWednesday. 

The Thursday morning group will meet from 10 a.m.–noon on the following 
dates: September 16 and 30, October 7 and 21, November 4 and 18, and 
December 2 and 16, 2021, and January 6 and 20, 2022. Register to be part of the 
Thursday morning dialogue circle here: tinyurl.com/SacredGroundThursday.

MICAH

One day a man was walking along the beach, when he noticed 
a boy hurriedly picking up and gently throwing things into 

the ocean. Approaching the boy, he asked, “Young man, what 
are you doing?” The boy replied, “Throwing starfish back into 
the ocean. The surf is up and the tide is going out. If I don’t 

throw them back, they’ll die.” The man laughed to himself and 
said, “Don’t you realize there are miles and miles of beach and 

hundreds of starfish? You can’t make any difference!”
After listening politely, the boy bent down, picked up another 

starfish, and threw it into the surf. 
Then, smiling at the man, he said,

“I made a difference to that one.”

The little boy is the perfect example of compassion and 
charity to those that are in dire need of help. That is noble 
and needed. GSL has a robust outreach ministry supporting 
people in need through our food pantry, More Than A Meal, 
grants plus many other efforts. 

What if there were something to be done so that most or all 
of the starfish could be saved? That is exactly what Memphis 
Interfaith Coalition for Action and Hope (MICAH) is 
working to do for our Memphis community. Joining MICAH 
gives us at GSL an opportunity to expand our ministry and 
join with 60 community and faith-based organizations to 
work to affect change that will create equity and opportunity 
for those that aren’t able to overcome the barriers and deficits 
that systemic inequity has created here in Memphis. 

As a newer member to MICAH we are in the “start up” 
phase. Our GSL MICAH Core Group is attending the 
Monthly Issues Night to learn more about MICAH’s three 
pillars: Economic Equity, Education Equity, and Race and 
Class Equity in the Justice System and the initiatives that are 
being taken in these areas. We also are participating in “One 
on Ones” to learn about each other and what our interests 
and passions are for this ministry. We would like to expand 
to include more of our GSL community and invite you to 
join us as we learn where we want to plug in as a community.

To learn more about MICAH, visit gracestlukes.org/social-
justice.   Additional information can be found on the MICAH 
website at micahmemphis.org. Please join us at the 3rd Annual 
MICAH Public Meeting Getting Into Good Trouble -Holding 
decision makers accountable for a more just and equitable 
Memphis on October 25 at 4 p.m. Stay tuned for more details. 

For more information about our Micah Core Group, contact 
Barb Frazer, Becky Mercer, Paula Barnes, or the Rev. Laura 
Gettys, our priest liaison, via Realm (gracestlukes.org/realm).

Social Justice
gracestlukes.org/social-justice
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As GSL Troop 34 continues to celebrate its 
100-year anniversary, we’ll offer insight into 
what a wonderful asset this troop has been 
to GSL’s youth over the years. Dan Eason 

was Scoutmaster from 1995-2002 & 2006-2013 and Jim Martin 
from 2014 to present, and both were interviewed by Communications 
Administrator Lucy Owens for a series of articles for the Messenger.

Lucy: Who are some Memphians our readers might have heard 
of who were members of Troop 34?

Jim: In the Scout Lodge there is a wall with a list of Eagle Scouts 
over the years. Some names you might have heard of are Wyeth 
Chandler and his son John. Henry & Calvin Turley. Stanley 
Trezevant (that Trezevant Hall is named for).

Lucy: Tell us about some of the scout trips like Kia Kima, 
Philmont, Sea Base, other annual opportunities, and the 
monthly camping trips throughout the school year.

Jim: We’ve gone to Philmont, Sea Base, Northern Tier. Canoeing 
in Boundary Waters in Minnesota and Quetico Provincial Park 
in Canada. I’ve done this trip twice since I was a scout leader. 
Also the Appalachian Trail and backpacking in Colorado. We 
were supposed to go to Philmont last summer but because of 
COVID we weren’t able to. We usually send a few boys to the 
National Jamboree, which was also canceled this past year.

Dan: We have coordinated doctors, nurses and staff to run 
physicals at the scout office when the boys are getting ready 
for summer camp. There was a nice article in the Commercial 
Appeal about the free physicals Troop 34 organized back when 
GSL’s Dr. Marty Carr was involved. A reporter came in to do 
an article. The scouts came from all over the city. Not any one 
person was a hero; they just all put their efforts together and 
provided a service that was needed.

Lucy: How did COVID affect the scouts?
Jim: We didn’t meet at all last December. We also met in smaller 

groups instead of the whole troop and we also met outside. We 
had two patrols every other week so we could social distance. 
Some things were online, like Merit badge classes. 

Troop 34 Celebrates 100 years, Part 4

If you missed part 1 by Dan Conaway, and parts 2-3, visit  
gracestlukes.org/news/troop-34-is-100-years-old. Watch future 
Messengers for more updates throughout this 100th year. 

All past and current scouts, parents and leaders are encouraged to 
click on the following link to leave us your email address so we 
can keep in touch with 100th anniversary activities: tinyurl.com/
Troop34Form.

Join the Troop 34’s Facebook to stay informed: www.facebook.
com/groups/Troop34Memphis. 

Lucy: I know the scouts have competitions with other troops.  
What are some awards our troop has won?

Jim: Some of the oldest things in the lodge date back to 1937. 
We have banners and pennants and a trophy from back then. 
In 1937 and 1938 Troop 34 received the best scout troop award 
in the Armistice Day Parade. Another trophy from 1947 was 
the 1st place award in the fire prevention parade. We were the 
winner of the Camp Courier Jamboree 1937 and the winner of 
the Intergroup Rally in 1945. These banners are hanging in the 
lodge. At Kia Kima we won the Thunderbird Award four times 
and best troop in 2007.

Dan: The boys are really into winning camporee. When it comes 
time for camporee, they take it serious, they want to do well 
and take great pride in getting 1st place. We’ve gotten a 1st 
place award at camporee each year for the past 25-30 years 
except 1 time in district camporee. Troop 20 at Idlewild beat 
them.Our troop provides the lion’s share of planning, logistics, 
and materials at camporee. Jim is a big part of this. The scouts 
participate in skills having to do with firestarting, knots, 
compass and more.

 
 Troop 34 leaders have been the backbone of the district and 

always volunteer to help run camporee and other district events. 
Our troop leaders have also received a lot of awards like the 
Silver Beaver award and also the St. George’s award for service 
to youth in the Episcopal Church. Some of the GSL leaders 
who have received these awards are Dan Eason, George Clark, 
Dan Conaway, and Jim Martin. 

GSL sets aside one Sunday a year to celebrate scouts and leaders. 
This is a picture from the 2013 Scout Sunday..

http://gracestlukes.org/news/troop-34-is-100-years-old
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News from GSL School By Thor 
Kvande, Head of School

The 2021-2022 school year is un-
derway at GSL! We are so excited to 
welcome new and returning families 
to our campus. 

While we are all more than ready to 
put COVID behind us—a goal that 
seemed reachable in June—the more 

recent surge in Shelby County cases due to the Delta variant under-
scored the importance of maintaining certain layered protections to 
ensure we get our school year off to a safe start, with children in the 
classroom where they can learn best. For now, we continue mea-
sures such as social distancing and masking indoors with the hope 
that as vaccinations increase, COVID cases will decrease, allowing 
us to move back to “normal” school life as soon as possible. 

We enjoyed a fantastic SummerFest 2021, offering some 75 camp 
options for boys and girls in PK through 8th grade. We also wel-
comed the Class of 2017 back to campus for a fun college send-
off lunch, complete with cornhole games and a delicious lunch by 
GSL family-owned Fuel Catering Food Truck. And of course, we 
made time this summer for painting walls, waxing floors, refresh-
ing classrooms, reorganizing our beautiful Anchor Center Library, 
and checking off all the other tasks that precede the start of a new 
school year.

We were delighted to welcome members of GSL’s Class of 2017 back to campus in August for a College Sendoff Lunch. 
Pictured from left, front row: Eva Claire White, Abby Fogerty, Mary Gara Nix, Sophie Mansour, Madeleine Hays, Macy 
Pisahl, Grace Goodfellow, Georgia Brown, Julia Comes, Lauren Stephens, Maxine Engel, and Grace Garrett; back row, 
Joseph Barnes, Stephen Cates, Reese McMullen, Cooper Hough, Emilio Lachica, Chip Eason, Max White, Miller Pisahl, 
Holden Brown, Paul Jones, Gray Nix, and Leo Campbell.

A dozen new teachers join our team as faculty members this fall; 
that list follows below. We are excited to welcome them to the Saints 
community! 

Christine Anes, Pre-Kindergarten
Caroline Canon, Senior Kindergarten
Katherine Consola, 7th/8th Latin and 5th History  
West Ellis, 7th Social Studies
Abby Hensley, Senior Kindergarten Assistant
Deven Jackson, Little Lukers Assistant
Kam Johnson, Pre-Kindergarten Assistant 
Carmen Navarro, Preschool and Lower School Spanish 
Brittany Smith, Little Lukers Assistant
Amzie Williams, 6th Bible
Ellyse Woolard, 6th Math Lab, 7th Honors Pre-Algebra, 8th Algebra I
Abigail Wright, 3rd Grade 

Finally, we share an enrollment update: We are starting this year 
with 451 students, and we are still fielding calls and conducting 
tours now! There are a few spaces left in selected classrooms, so 
please direct any inquiries to Director of Enrollment Shelly Mc-
Guire at 901-278-0200.

Calendar Events
First Day of 2021-22 School Year: Monday, August 16
Labor Day Holiday: Monday, September 6
Parent-Teacher Conferences Holiday: Friday, September 24
Fall Break Holiday: October 6-8

SummerFest 2021 ended with extra fun—plus an appearance from some 
of our cheerleaders AND our Saints Mascot Luke—on the last day in 
August. Pictured from left: eighth grader Maggie, Camp Director Em-
ily Merrell, eighth grader Cate as Luke, Assistant Camp Director Carter 
Strickland ’18, and eighth grader Harper. 

http://www.gracestlukes.org
http://www.gslschool.org


 The Messenger | Fall 2021| 23

Membership
News

Births
• Whitman Shea Horn, son of Kelcey and John Horn, 

grandson of Julie and Jack Horn, great grandson of Vivian 
and Joe Saupe (July 15, 2021)

Holy Baptism
• Charles Davenport (Porter) Burress, son of Meg and Austin 

Burress (June 27, 2021)
• Wiseman Hall (Wise) Stephenson, son of Katie and Tommy 

Stephenson (June 27, 2021)
• Olivia Tate Bartkiewicz, daughter of Jennifer and Mitch 

Bartkiewicz (July 11, 2021)
• Ever Alba Sappington, daughter of Nelly and Colby 

Sappington, granddaughter of Paula and Donnie Sappington 
(July 17, 2021)

• Bradford Jones Spicer, Jr., son of Lauren and Brad Spicer 
(July 25, 2021)

Holy Matrimony
• Rachael Ann Mercer and William Joshua (Josh) Cannon 

(June 27, 2021)

Deaths
• Amanda Hudson Adams (died July 7, 2021; service July 11)
• Thomas Edgar Wyatt (died July 18, 2021; service July 26)

Transfers Out
• Robin and Dan Swanson to St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 

Salisbury, North Carolina

Looking Towards 
Sunday

Revised Common Lectionary
Year B  Track 2

Follow this link (www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-
texts) for access to Sunday lectionary readings online where you 
may reflect and pray with them at any time. Also offered are an 
overview, scripture backgrounds, a reflection, and prayer starters 
to enhance your worship experience. 

Memorials &
Honoraria

Memorials
• Nancy Menzies from Charles Chandler, Johnnie & Rex 

Amonette, and Mackie & Jane Gober
• Phil Johnson from Mackie & Jane Gober
• Randolph Peyton Burch by Carolyn, Cindi, & Reg Burch
• The Rev. Jerry Crook from Wynn Scott
• Tom Wyatt from Matt & Alice Crow, David & Sidney 

Hickey, Betsy & Preston Wilson, Dan & Ann Eason, 
Nora Conaway

Honoraria
• Andrew Hays Prather from J. Walker Hays III
• Simon and Jill Wadsworth from John & Robbie McQuiston, 

Patty & Ed Wiley, and Betsy & Preston Wilson

Altar Flowers, Eucharistic
Supplies During Worship

Grace-St. Luke’s provides two meaningful ways to remember 
loved ones during worship services: altar flowers and 
Eucharistic supplies given in their memory or honor. Flowers 
are $215 per Sunday, which one or more persons may share 
in giving, and Eucharistic supplies (wafers, wine, candle oil) 
are $25 per week. 

To explore and make payments to reserve available dates, 
including dates that may hold significance and have been 
reserved by you in the past, contact Communications 
Administrator Lucy Owens (901-252-6333, lowens@
gracestlukes.org). Your request must be made no later 
than two weeks in advance of the desired Sunday; further 
in advance may show more available dates. Once the date 

is confirmed, please issue payment for the appropriate fee 
(listed above) either online or mail it to the parish office. 

Your donation must be received for the reservation to be 
considered complete, and for the acknowledgement to be 
printed in the Sunday leaflet.

http://www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts
http://www.gracestlukes.org/discover/this-sundays-texts
mailto:lowens%40gracestlukes.org?subject=
mailto:lowens%40gracestlukes.org?subject=


The Messenger of Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church (USPS 
778-900)-published bi-monthly by Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 
1720 Peabody Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38104. Periodicals postage 
paid at Memphis, TN. POSTMASTER: send address changes to Grace-
St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 1720 Peabody Avenue, Memphis, TN 
38104, (901) 272-7425, email gsl@gracestlukes.org. Lucy Owens, Editor. 

POSTMASTER: Please do not hold. Dated Material.

Grace-St. Luke's Church benefits from financial gifts to support our life and ministries: visit www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving.

Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church
1720 Peabody Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee 38104-6124
901-272-7425, 901-272-9833 (fax)
gsl@gracestlukes.org, www.gracestlukes.org

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Fall Events at Grace-St. Luke’s

hosted by GSL’s Congregational Development Committee 

Your Grace-St. Luke’s Congregational Development Committee  is looking forward to the fall and 
hopes that you will join us in some upcoming gatherings.
 
Sunday, September 12  Come have a BLT for lunch after the 10:30 a.m. service as we host Rally 

Day at GSL. We will spread out between Trezevant Hall and McClure Hall 
and set up tables for the various organizations and groups within our church 
so you can gather information, discuss their missions and decide where 
you might like to get involved! There is something for everyone, whether it 
reaches within  or outside of our walls…join us!

 
Friday, October 1 For those who have joined GSL in the last 18 months, we will host 

a Newcomers Gathering from 4:30-6 p.m. (place to be announced). Stop in 
for a visit to kick off your weekend. 

 
Sunday, October 24  Eucharist and Fall Concert at Snowden Field. Let’s celebrate the Eucharist 

(5:30 p.m.) outside on a beautiful fall afternoon and stick around for some 
good music. We will have a food truck on site for those who are interested. 

 
We will take proper precautions in regard to the COVID-19 pandemic at all events.

mailto:gsl@gracestlukes.org
http://www.gracestlukes.org/onlinegiving
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