
Fall 2022 - Early Winter 2023 | August 14 – January 16 
Worship, Formation, Community, Music & More

Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

Sundays  8 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Homily and Hymns
  8:30 – 9:15 a.m. Community Breakfast by the Crossmen
  9:15 – 10:15 a.m.  Formation Hour: Adult Parish Hall Forum and  
   Small Group Classes; Youth and Children Classes
   gracestlukes.org/discover
  10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Sermon and Choir, Livestreamed
   includes Children’s Chapel and return to families at 
   the Peace followed by Fellowship and Refreshments 
   *Nursery for infants through six-year-olds, 7:45 a.m. – Noon
  4 – 4:50 p.m. More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall
  5 p.m.  Contemplative Holy Eucharist with Music and 
   Third Sunday Choral Evensong (September-May)
   gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday Noon – 12:30 p.m.  Holy Eucharist in the Chapel, starting September 7  
   September-May; Healing Prayers included on First Wednesdays 
Wednesday 6 – 7 p.m. Adult Formation Offerings (as announced)
   Explore gracestlukes.org/discover for schedule and details
Wednesday 8 – 8:15 p.m.  Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live 
   facebook.com/gracestlukes

WORSHIP | www.gracestlukes.org/worship

SUNDAY and WEEKDAY SCHEDULE beginning September 11 

Grace-St. Luke’s Church provides a meaningful abundance of weekly and occasional worship, formation (learning), commu-
nity-building, music, and more to enrich the faith and spiritual journeys of adults, youth, and children. This seasonal program 
guide (Life at GSL) is designed for all members, newcomers, and visitors to explore and engage in a myriad of events. Most are 
on-campus offerings, and some are available online. Details or changes in offerings listed, as well as any additional offerings, 
may be found at www.gracestlukes.org and via weekly eNews, social media, and worship leaflet notices. 

Life at GSL Program Guide 



August 14, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost | Blessing of the Backpacks and BLTs
Blessing of the Backpacks at the 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist followed by BLTs in Trezevant Hall. Every owner 
of a backpack is invited to bring it to the 10 a.m. liturgy, where the clergy will offer a special blessing on 
each one for a prosperous school year and provide bag tags. All are invited to Trezevant Hall for fellowship 
including bacon-lettuce-tomato sandwiches and refreshments. Spread the word about this fun annual event 
and opportunity for community-building!

August 21, Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost | Day after GSL School 75th Anniversary Celebration, 9:15 a.m.
Conversation with New Head of School Dr. Andy Surber, 9:15 – 9:45 a.m. In the life of our pre-kindergarten 
to 8th grade parish school, July 1 marked a new ministry for Dr. Andy Surber following the 11-year ministry of 
Mr. Thor Kvande. Dr. Surber comes to Grace-St. Luke’s School from Laguna Blanca School in Santa Barbara, 
California (2013-2022, Assistant Head of School and Head of Lower School) and served before at GSL School 
(2009-2013, Head of Lower School). Holding successful experience and degrees in organizational change, 
leadership, and child development, Dr. Surber brings expertise, enthusiasm, and a pledge to excellence to 
GSL School as it marks its 75th anniversary beginning with a celebration event on Saturday, August 20 at 

the Anchor Center. Father Ollie Rencher, Rector, who served on the Head of School Search Committee, will interview Dr. Surber for 
attendees to learn about an exciting new season. Come and welcome Dr. Surber to GSL! Explore www.gslschool.org. 

August 28, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost and Episcopal School Sunday
Episcopal School Sunday observed at 10 a.m. at Grace-St. Luke’s Church. Today marks our celebration of 
the approximately 1,200 Episcopal schools and early childhood education programs throughout The Episcopal 

Church including our parish school founded in 1947. It is our custom in the early weeks of a new academic year to invite School 
administration, faculty, staff, and student households to join the parish for worship and to offer commissioning prayers for those who 
minister, teach and learn. A reception will follow in Trezevant Hall. GSL School prepares boys and girls to become creative problem 
solvers, confident lifelong learners, and responsible citizens in their communities and the world. Learn about the National Association 
of Episcopal Schools (NAES) at www.episcopalschools.org and more about GSL School at www.gslschool.org.

September 4, Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Community Breakfast 8:30-9:15 a.m. followed by 9:15-10:15 Coffee and Refreshments 

September 11, Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Parish Life Festival including Worship, Breakfast, Lunch & Ministry Information | Celebrate the launch of 
fall 2022 parish life offerings through a full morning and afternoon of events! Abundant life at GSL includes 
Sunday and weekday worship, formation, and community-building for adults, youth, and children; small 
groups; outreach and social justice; music; fellowship; and special events. Festival includes worship services, 
breakfast by the Crossmen, taco and fajita bar provided by Swanky’s, Sweet Magnolia gelato, live music, children 
and youth activities, and signup and take-away information about life at GSL and ways to engage this fall and 
in future months. Spread the word and dress comfortably to explore and participate in as much as you wish. | 

8 a.m. Worship; 8:45-9:30 Breakfast in Trezevant Hall; 9:15-10:15 Outdoor and Indoor Mingling and Ministry Information; 10:30 
Worship; 11:30 Outdoor and Indoor Lunch, Gelato and Fellowship. Nursery for infants through six-year-olds, 7:45 a.m. to Noon.

SUNDAYS & WEEKDAYS | www.gracestlukes.org/adult-formation
August 14, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost - January 16, The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

9:15 – 10:15 Formation Hour: Adult Parish Hall Forum Offerings  
Trezevant Hall (most events livestreamed: gracestlukes.org/live)  
and Small Group Classes (as listed, locations: look for signage) 

Coffee available beginning at 9:15 after 8:30-9:15 Breakfast 
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September 18, Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 a.m.
Caring for the Caregiver: Cultivating Resilience in a Season of Change with the Rev. Dr. Bill Harkins. To 
everything there is a season. In a season of unprecedented change and a post-pandemic context, what might it 
mean to cultivate resilience? Resilience, typically defined as bouncing back from change, trauma, and adversity, 
and adapting and flourishing in the “new normal,” through thoughts, behaviors, and actions, can be learned, 
cultivated, and developed. Many who care for children, youth, and adults are weary and uncertain where to turn. 
Join Atlanta-based Episcopal priest, pastoral theologian, and counselor Dr. Bill Harkins to explore what it means 
to “come alive” while emerging from the pandemic, navigating socio-cultural polarization, and even wondering 
where the “Church” may be in this time. Dr. Harkins also will preach at the 8 and 10:30 a.m. liturgies. 

September 25, Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 a.m.
In Pursuit of Justice for All with Jessica Van Dyke of the Tennessee Innocence Project. The Tennessee Innocence 
Project (TIP) is a nonprofit initiative whose mission is to free wrongfully convicted Tennesseans and to help prevent 
wrongful convictions from occurring in the future. Jessica Van Dyke is the founder and lead counsel. She earned an 
MA in political science at Vanderbilt and is a graduate of the University of Tennessee College of Law. She has worked 
for over 10 years as an attorney at Parker, Lawrence, Cantrell, & Smith, where she specializes in criminal defense 
law. In 2019, she worked to establish the Tennessee Innocence Project as an independent nonprofit organization 
dedicated to helping vindicate those with actual claims of innocence. Learn more at tninnocence.org.

October 2, Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 a.m.
Pilgrimage to Montgomery and Selma, Alabama: Exploring Our History of Racial Justice and Equity. Learn 
about great plans for an April 20-23, 2023 motorcoach pilgrimage hosted by GSL Church to explore the faithful, 
historic, extraordinary, and meaningful work of Equal Justice Initiative (EJI). In addition to casual fellowship with 
others, the three-day journey will include visits to the Legacy Museum: From Enslavement to Mass Incarceration, 
National Memorial for Peace and Justice, Edmund Pettus Bridge, a panoramic tour of both cities and the region, 
and time for worship and reflection. Many have been asking for such a trip, so come to learn more and sign up. 

October 2, Sunday Small Group Class: Unpacking The Greatest Prayer: Rediscovering the Revolutionary Message of The Lord’s Prayer, 
Week One. Join the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher for the first of a two-week conversation based on a brilliant book by John Dominic Crossan 
about the greatest and “strangest” prayer offered for centuries by adults, youth, and children. Advanced reading is welcome but not 
required. All are welcome. | Location: Look for Signage

October 4 (Tuesday), Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, Holy Eucharist, 6 p.m.
Blessing of the Animals and Holy Eucharist, 6 p.m. Celebrate the feast of St. Francis of Assisi at GSL. All people 
and pets (“creatures great and small”) are invited to a service on Anchor Hill (Peabody at Lemaster). We will 
commemorate commitments of love, simplicity, care for the poor, and animals, commonly attributed to Francis, 
who prayed that all might become instruments of the peace of God for the world. Bring a lawn chair or blanket, 
and ensure pets are leashed or otherwise secured.

October 9, Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost and Wellness & Recovery Sunday, 9:15 a.m.
Supporting Recovery from Addiction with the Rev. Jan Brown, Deacon, of SpiritWorks Foundation. All children 
of God are called to work towards health in mind, body, and spirit, but addictions may challenge wellness and 
healthy relationships for some. Join us in welcoming back Deacon Brown to talk about the various addictions around 
us and ways we can find liberation. The Rev. Brown is an ordained deacon of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern 
Virginia and the Executive Director of SpiritWorks Foundation Center for the Soul, a recovery organization based 
in Williamsburg, VA. She holds a master’s degree in addiction studies from Kings’ College, London, and in 2015 
was appointed by Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori to the Commission on Impairment and Leadership. 

She is also a past chair of Faces & Voices of Recovery and a past board member of Episcopal Recovery Ministries. Deacon Brown also will 
preach at the 8 and 10:30 a.m. services. Learn more about her ministry at www.spiritworksfoundation.org. 

October 9, Sunday Small Group Class: Unpacking The Greatest Prayer: Rediscovering the Revolutionary Message of The Lord’s Prayer, 
Week Two. Join the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher for the second of a two-week conversation based on a brilliant book by John Dominic Crossan 
about the greatest and “strangest” prayer offered for centuries by adults, youth, and children. Advanced reading is welcome but not 
required. All are welcome. | Location: Look for Signage
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October 16, Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 a.m.
Celebrate The Feast of Saint Luke and 2023 Every Member Canvass Launch
Music Transcending from Memphis to the World with Stephan Crump. An incredibly talented bassist, 
composer, and bandleader with lauded album releases and film music contributions, Stephan Crump was born 
in Memphis and lives in Brooklyn. Involved today with an array of ensembles, he is respected worldwide for 
transcending barriers of music genres. The morning after a solo Saturday concert at Crosstown Concourse’s 
Green Room, Crump will be at GSL for an interview with Father Ollie Rencher and to play some eclectic bass 
music to ignite and soothe souls. Visit stephancrump.com. 

October 16, Sunday Small Group Class: Exploring In the Shelter by Pádraig Ó Tuama, Week One. Join the Rev. Laura F. Gettys for 
the first of a two-week look into what has been called a “treasure.” In the Shelter applies ideas of shelter and welcome to journeys of life 
using poetry, story, biblical reflection and prose to open up gentle ways of living well in a troubled world. Poet, storyteller, theologian 
and speaker Pádraig Ó Tuama participated in the 2022 Lenten Preaching Series of Calvary Memphis and will return in 2023. Advanced 
reading is welcome but not required. All are welcome. | Location: Look for Signage

October 23, Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 a.m.
Welcome to the Wild World of GSL Church Sports, Wellness, & Fitness with Christi Authement. How much 
do you really know about one of GSL Church’s most active programs with 500-plus annual participants? Come 
learn more about this “thriving” program. You’ll take a trip down memory lane with Recreation and Wellness 
Director Christi Authement and leave with a higher IQ about GSL Church Sports history and current and 
future Recreation and Wellness Programs. And here’s a little teaser...to get the scoop first, you’ll want to be 
“present” (no pun intended) for information about an exciting wellness program starting! 

October 23, Sunday Small Group Class: Exploring In the Shelter by Pádraig Ó Tuama, Week Two. Join the Rev. Laura F. Gettys for 
the second of a two-week look into what has been called a “treasure.” In the Shelter applies ideas of shelter and welcome to journeys 
of life, using poetry, story, biblical reflection and prose to open up gentle ways of living well in a troubled world. Poet, storyteller, 
theologian and speaker Pádraig Ó Tuama participated in the 2022 Lenten Preaching Series of Calvary Memphis and will return in 
2023. Advanced reading is welcome but not required. All are welcome. | Location: Look for Signage

October 30, Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 a.m.
Preserving Respect in a Season of Polarization with Otis Sanford. In the United States today, we find 
diversity of opinions and increasing polarization and disagreement at every turn. Yet, as persons of faith, 
we are committed to loving our neighbor and preserving the dignity of every human being, even those with 
whom we ardently disagree. No stranger to GSL, Mr. Sanford is a seasoned journalist, political commentary, 
and professor at the University of Memphis. Join him and others as we discover ways of continuing respectful 
dialogue and cooperative work with all those around us. 

October 30, Sunday Small Group Class: Does Prayer Work?: Reflections on a Short Story. Join Fr. Jesse Abell for a discussion of 
William Hoffman’s short story “The Question of Rain” and the provocative questions about prayer that it raises. Advanced reading is 
welcome but not required. (You can get a copy of the short story in advance by reaching out to Jesse+ at jesse.abell@gracestlukes.org.) 
All are welcome.  | Location: Look for Signage

November 6, All Saints’ Sunday, 9:15 a.m.
Learning from the Saints with the Rev. Dr. Tim Vivian. We name churches, camps, hospitals, and cities after 
them. We talk about them in church, and our religious calendars list feast days for them. The title “saint” means 
a “holy one.” But what does it mean for these men and women, our saints, to be called holy? And, what does 
holiness mean for us? Join us for a lively conversation with Dr. Tim Vivian, Professor Emeritus of Religious 
Studies, California State University, Bakersfield and priest of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin. In 2018, 
he was awarded the Doctor of Divinity degree from the Church Divinity School of the Pacific, an Episcopal 
seminary, for his scholarship and witness to social justice over his career and ministry. 
Dr. Vivian will also host a Lunch & Learn event on the Desert Fathers & Mothers at Noon. 
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November 13, Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 a.m.
Love Heals: The Witness of Thistle Farms with the Rev. Becca Stevens. Episcopal priest, author, speaker, 
social entrepreneur, and founder/president of Thistle Farms, Becca Stevens returns to GSL. Nashville-based 
Thistle Farms provides sanctuary, healing, and employment for women survivors of prostitution, trafficking, 
and addiction. Holy Scripture, the Church, and the faith that lives in us uphold that love is the way. Becca and 
friends will reflect and engage a conversation about healing, hope, and how love is the most powerful force for 
change in the world. The Rev. Stevens also will preach at the 8 & 10:30 a.m. liturgies, and Thistle Farms goods 
will be available for purchase in Trezevant Hall. [thistlefarms.org] 

November 13, Sunday Small Group Class: Unpacking The Shack, Week One. It’s been called many things: an absorbing novel, a work 
of heresy, “a kind of prayer.” Its rich images of the Trinity have been acclaimed as accessible, while being called deceptive and misleading 
by others. Join Fr. Jesse Abell in a two-part discussion of Paul Young’s novel The Shack and how it coincides with or varies from classical 
Christian teachings about God. Advanced reading is welcome but not required. All are welcome. | Location: Look for Signage

November 20, The Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King and Pledge Consecration Sunday, 9:15 a.m.
Honoring the Merger of Grace and St. Luke’s Churches and Pledging to Our Future. GSL family members 
and friends gather to reflect on our past (1940 Thanksgiving Day first service together), present, and future 
ministry and vision. In addition to storytelling and remarks, historical memorabilia from the parish archives 
will be displayed. This last Sunday of Ordinary Time (Pentecost) also marks Pledge Consecration Sunday, 
an intentional time to acknowledge and bless time, talent, and money pledges to support parish life in 2023 
following the October 16 Every Member Canvass launch. 

November 20, Sunday Small Group Class: Unpacking The Shack, Week Two. It’s been called many things: an absorbing novel, a work 
of heresy, “a kind of prayer.” Its rich images of the Trinity have been acclaimed as accessible, while being called deceptive and misleading 
by others. Join Fr. Jesse Abell in a two-part discussion of Paul Young’s novel The Shack and how it coincides with or varies from classical 
Christian teachings about God. Advanced reading is welcome but not required. All are welcome. | Location: Look for Signage

November 24 (Thursday), Thanksgiving Day
Holy Eucharist, 10 a.m. Every year, we pause to remember the merger of two congregations, Grace (mission 1850, built 1896) and 
St. Luke’s (mission and built 1894), which gathered for its first service on Thanksgiving Day, November 28, 1940. A 10:00 a.m. 
Thanksgiving Day Holy Eucharist will be offered following an earlier celebration on November 21, Christ the King Sunday. All are 
invited to attend, spread the word, and invite others. 

November 27, First Sunday of Advent, 9:15 a.m.
Advent Wreath-Making Festival with Opening Meditation by the Clergy. All ages are invited to celebrate 
the Church New Year, the First Sunday of Advent, by crafting a household wreath in Trezevant Hall. This 
event is for parishioners and visitors to share unique fellowship time on the Sunday after Thanksgiving Day 
and together begin the waiting journey to Christmas. Helpers, instructions, greenery, candles, holiday treats, 
and music will be provided, but please bring your clippers and/or scissors. Advanced sign-up at tinyurl.com/
GSLAdventWreaths2022 will help with supply-gathering but is not essential.

December 4, Second Sunday of Advent, 9:15 a.m.
Annual Meeting of the Parish. All members and newcomers are encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting of the 
Parish in person or via Zoom. This one-hour occasion will undertake key business matters, including the election 
of the Vestry Class of 2025, parish life highlights since the last annual meeting, update on and collection of 2023 
annual fund pledges for the finance committee and vestry meetings to adopt a 2023 operating budget before 
January, and state-of-the-parish remarks from the Senior Warden and the Rector. Details including virtual access, 
agenda, vestry nominee biographical statements, and the voting process will be maintained at gracestlukes.org/
annualmeeting2022.

December 11, Third Sunday of Advent, 9:15 a.m.
Exploring Scripture, Spirituality, Faith, and Journey with the Rev. Lauren F. Winner. Join Episcopal priest 
and Duke Divinity School professor Lauren Winner for a lively offering and conversation to take us deeper 
into the richness of scripture, spirituality, faith, and journey. Winner is a popular author of important papers 
and books including A Word To Live By, Mudhouse Sabbath, Wearing God, Girl Meets God, and Still. In February 
2020 at GSL, Winner reflected on The Imagery of Salt and Light in Scripture and offered a lunch-and-learn on 
The Impact of Anna Julia Cooper and Frederick Douglass on the American Story. The Rev. Winner will preach 
at the 8 and 10:30 a.m. liturgies. 
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December 18, Fourth Sunday of Advent, 9:15 a.m.
Bring a Bible to Journey through the Advent Gospels with the Clergy. The Fourth Sunday of Advent is a 
perfect time to gather and closely study the gospel according to Matthew before Christmas. The circuitous 
gospel route of this Advent oddly has readers starting near the end of the book and ending in the first 
chapter. Bring a Bible to join the clergy and others for fellowship and sacred time with Matthew 24:36-44; 
3:1-12; 11:2-11; 1:18-25 before this year’s Christmas Gospel (John 1:1-14). 

December 24, Christmas Eve 
Worship 3 p.m. Christmas Pageant with Eucharist; 5 and 9 p.m. Festival Choral Eucharist

December 25, The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ: Christmas 
Worship 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Hymns (only liturgy of the day). Community Fellowship before and after 10:30 a.m. 
Formation Hour Offerings suspended until January 8. 

January 1, The Holy Name of Jesus 
Community Fellowship before and after 10:30 a.m. liturgy (only liturgy of the day). Formation Hour Offerings suspended until 
January 8. 

January 6 (Friday), The Epiphany, Holy Eucharist, 6 p.m. 
Holy Eucharist and Burning of the Greens, 6 p.m. The 12 days of Christmas ends by celebrating the 
manifestation of Christ and his divinity and the coming of the Magi. All are invited to Grace-St. Luke’s Church 
for a Festival Holy Eucharist and Burning of the Greens with homily and music at 6 p.m. Save your Advent 
and Christmas wreaths and garland to add to the outdoor fire at the end of the service.

January 8, First Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
and The Bishop’s Annual Visitation
Conversation with the Bishop, 9:30 – 10 a.m. Join the Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf for a meaningful conversation 
on the day when candidates for baptism, confirmation, reception, and reaffirmation will be presented. This is 
an annual occasion to exchange questions and answers and to reflect on the shared work of the Diocese of West 
Tennessee, The Episcopal Church, The Anglican Communion, and Grace-St. Luke’s Parish. Bishop Phoebe 
also will preach at 8 and 10:30 a.m. and with the candidates be honored with a festive reception in Trezevant 
Hall after the 10:30 liturgy. 

January 15, The Second Sunday after the Epiphany, 9:15 a.m.
Reflecting on the Christian Ministry of Martin Luther King, Jr., 9:15-10:15 a.m. Come to Trezevant Hall 
for a presentation and discussion about Dr. King’s commitment to both human and civil rights. Human 
rights are inherent to all human beings. Civil rights are personal rights guaranteed and protected by the U.S. 
Constitution and federal laws enacted by Congress. In Jesus, there is no discrimination, which is why Dr. King 
and countless others walked by faith and not by sight. 

Social Justice Afternoon Tour with Memphis Heritage Tours, 1 – 4 p.m. After lunchtime, observe the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. weekend by joining GSL parishioners and guests in learning about and visiting Memphis lynching sites. Dr. Elaine 
Turner will shepherd this sacred time together. 

Solemn Choral Evensong Observing the Feast of Martin Luther King Jr., 5 p.m. One of the ancient and modern aspects of the 
Anglican/Episcopal tradition is the beautiful service of Choral Evensong (sung Evening Prayer). This commemorative contemplative 
liturgy led by a member of the clergy and the choir, with hymns sung by the congregation, is enhanced with the burning of incense and 
includes three lessons appointed for the feast day (Psalm 77:11-20, Exodus 3:7-12, Luke 6:27-36). 

January 16, Monday, The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Eucharist, 11:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist with Music, 11:30 a.m. at GSL. A celebration of the Holy Eucharist is one of the most 
worthwhile ways for Christians to pause on this day to pray, meditate on the appointed lessons, sing hymns, 
experience powerful music, and gather around God’s Table to share the “holiest of meals.” GSL offers this 
spiritual practice of our tradition to the Memphis community as one of the sorts of occasions central to the life 
of Dr. King and his dream for the human family. Spread the word.
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WEEKDAY & OTHER FORMATION PROGRAMS

Ancient Dysfunction: A Family Systems Exploration of the Biblical Patriarchs
Dates: Wednesdays, September 14, 21, 28, October 5 
Time: 6 – 7 p.m. 
Location: Peete Room 
Adam & Eve, Abraham & Sarah, Isaac & Rebekkah, and Jacob & Leah & Rachel have been revered as holy fami-
lies by world religions for millennia, but the biblical text also reveals some dysfunctional behavior patterns in their 
families that seem to be passed on generation after generation. Join psychologist Dr. Anne Ayres for a closer look 
at these ancient biblical families from a family systems perspective. Sign up at tinyurl.com/AncientDysfunction. 

The Ammas & The Abbas: An Introduction to the Desert Fathers and Mothers
Dates: Wednesdays, October 12, 19, 26, & November 2 
Time: 6 – 7 p.m. 
Location: Peete Room 
The first monks and nuns in Christianity were eccentric and weird, wild men and women. They lived out in 
the desert, trying to live a quiet, prayerful life of solitude, but soon they became known for their wisdom and 
holiness and people began to flock to them for counsel and expert teaching on spirituality. Join Fr. Jesse Abell 

for this four-part introduction to some of the major men and women who have continued to inspire Christians for 1,700 years. Sign 
up at tinyurl.com/AmmasAbbas. (Note: After our series, on Sunday, November 6, we will have a special Lunch & Learn event at GSL 
with the Rev. Dr. Tim Vivian to learn more detail about these Ammas and Abbas.)

Enneagram Retreat Workshop
Dates: Friday, October 28 through Saturday, October 29 
Location: Trezevant Hall 
Would you like to have healthier relationships? More productive workplaces and meetings? The Enneagram is 
a personality typing system that describes patterns in how people interpret the world and manage their emo-
tions. Join us for a group journey of self-discovery and coaching, facilitated by seasoned coach Anna Duggan, 
as we learn more about who we are and how we interact with others. Contact Christi Authement for questions: 
cauthement@gracestlukes.org or 901-825-7353. Sign up today at tinyurl.com/GSLEnneagram. 

Overlooked Books of the Bible: Introduction to the Apocrypha
Dates: Wednesdays, November 9, 16, 30, December 7 
Time: 6 – 7 p.m. 
Location: Peete Room 
You might have noticed that the table of contents in Anglican and Roman Catholic Bibles differs from that 
of run-of-the-mill Protestant Bibles. Have you ever wondered why? Have you ever been intrigued by readings 
on Sunday morning that come from books you haven’t ever heard talked about before (Sirach, Wisdom, Mac-
cabees, Tobit, etc.)? This is your chance to learn more about the Apocrypha, those books that early American 

Protestants removed from Bibles in the New World. Join Dr. Dan Pigg for this fascinating introduction to some of the greatest biblical 
stories you’ve never heard. Sign up at tinyurl.com/GSLApocrypha. 

All are invited to attend a Lunch & Learn: Ancient Holy Ones of the Desert event with the Rev. Dr. Tim 
Vivian, on Sunday, November 6, from Noon to 1:30 p.m. in Trezevant Hall. Dr. Vivian will explore some 
of the first monks & nuns, spiritual directors, and mystics of the Church, who are now known as the 
“Desert Fathers and Mothers.” 

Register and pay for lunch ($10) online tinyurl.com/LunchNLearn2022 or contact Congregational Life 
Associate, Abby Huber (901-252-6336, ahuber@gracestlukes.org).
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Adult Inquirers & Confirmation Class “Living Into Our Faith” 
Dates: Sundays, October 30; November 6, 13, & 20; December 4, 11, & 18 
Time: 12 – 1 p.m. 
Location: TBD 
What does it mean to live as a Christian in the Episcopal tradition in today’s world? Why is the Eucharist so cru-
cial to our faith? Why do Episcopalians have such peculiar terminology (e. g. narthex, curate, vestry, etc.)? These 
and many other questions will be addressed and discussed during our Inquirers series entitled, “Living Into Our 
Faith.” This class is for both members and non-members who wish to learn more about, have a refresher, or 
reaffirm their faith as Episcopalians; who are not confirmed Episcopalians; or who wish to be received into the 
Episcopal Church from another Christian tradition. At the end of the class, those who wish to be confirmed, 

reaffirmed, or received will be invited to take part in a service during Bishop Phoebe’s visit to GSL on January 8. For questions, contact 
Fr. Jesse Abell (jesse.abell@gracestlukes.org or 901-252-6330). Details and Registration: gracestlukes.org/inquirers-classes. 

GSL Daytime Book Group (Weekday) hosted by Janie Morris and Carol Ann Mallory
The book group meets on the second Thursday of the month at GSL, September through May from 
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Bring your lunch if you like. No obligations or requirements, just show up if you read 
the book, are thinking of reading the book, or just want some nice company who loves books. On Septem-
ber 8 we will discuss two books focused on World War II: Daughters of Yalta by Catherine Katz and The Paris 
Library by Janet Skelesin Charles. For further information or to add your name to the mailing list, contact 
Janie Morris (tinyurl.com/RealmJanieMorris) or Carol Ann Mallory (tinyurl.com/RealmCarolAnnMallory) 
via Realm. The reading list for 2022-2023 is found at gracestlukes.org/gsl-daytime-book-group.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Sacred Ground Continues at GSL 
Sacred Ground is a film and readings-based dialogue series on race and grounded in faith. Small groups will 
walk through chapters of America’s history of race and racism while weaving in threads of family story, class, 
and political and regional identity. This fall, another group of GSL members is entering into this important 
conversation. There will also be future opportunities to take part in Sacred Ground here at GSL. For more in-
formation, please reach out to the Rev. Laura Gettys (lgettys@gracestlukes.org), Nicki Soulé (through Realm), 
or Jennie Van Deveer (through Realm). 

Sacred Space for Mindfulness Practice 
Dates: Mondays, starting September 12 
Time: 12 – 12:30 p.m. 
Location: The Chapel 
Each week on Monday from 12-12:30 p.m., our beautiful Chapel space will be available for personal mindfulness practice, contempla-
tion, prayer or simple silent companionship. No need to sign-up, all are welcome. Please enter the main church entrance (off Peabody 
Street) and you will be directed to the Chapel by the church receptionist. Please enter the Chapel area quietly. You may look at our 
website under “Wellness” for any cancellations or changes. gracestlukes.org/mindfulness

Thursday Men’s Fellowship 
Dates: Thursdays, starting September 8 
Time: 7 – 7:45 a.m. 
Location: Trezevant Hall 
Going strong since January 2020, this always-open community provides space for a conversation about spiritual growth, faith and 
doubt, current events and concerns, intellectual stimulation, and thoughtful living in a fast world. Each begins and ends with prayer. 
Organized by Doug Duncan and Father Ollie Rencher, all men are encouraged to participate weekly or whenever possible and take 
turns presenting a topic. For more information, contact Doug (through Realm Connect) or Fr. Ollie Rencher (orencher@gracestlukes.
org or 901-252-6320). gracestlukes.org/mens-fellowship 

Yoga with Anne 
Dates: Thursdays, starting September 8 
Time: 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Trezevant Hall 
If you’re looking for a new way to cope with stress, now might be the time to try that yoga class you’ve been meaning to join. Anne 
Ayres has been teaching yoga to patients and staff at the VA for many years and is delighted to be offering a weekly class at GSL Church. 
The class is open to all levels from beginner to seasoned practitioner with modifications offered. Please refer to this link for all details: 
gracestlukes.org/yoga. 
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Social Justice Ministry Speakers and Gatherings 
Dates: Third Sundays 
Time: 11:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted 
Location: Trezevant Hall 
Contacts: The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Nicki Soulé, Jennie Van Deveer 
The ministry of Social Justice serves to inspire our faith community to live out our Baptismal Covenant, “to strive for justice and peace 
among all people” by practicing self-reflection and direct action. All are invited to participate in regular meetings and events. Here are 
some of the events scheduled for this fall: 
• September 18: Education and Equity: A Past, Present and Future Look at Memphis Shelby County Schools. Panel Discussion with Mr. 

Cardell Orrin of Stand for Children and Mr. Russ Wigginton of the National Civil Rights Museum, Ms. Tomeka Hart as Moderator 
• October 16: Voter Election Discussion – Local and National. What have we learned? Where do we go from here? 
• November 6: Thanksgiving: Knowing our History, Naming our Gratitudes 
• December 18: Advent Meditation with Labyrinth: Journey towards Beloved Community 
• January 15, 1 – 4 p.m.: Afternoon Tour with Memphis Tours. In commemoration of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend, 

all are invited to learn about and visit Memphis lynching sites with Memphis Heritage Tours. Dr. Elaine Turner will shepherd us 
through the time together. 

All are welcome to join us! Explore gracestlukes.org/social-justice.

MUSIC EVENTS | www.gracestlukes.org/music
• Contemplative Holy Eucharist: Weekly, 5 p.m. except Evensong Sundays. Experience worship in Word and Sacrament in a 

quiet space illuminated by candles, outside and dimmed overhead lights, silence, and excellent instrumental music of cello, flute, 
classical guitar, piano, jazz, and bass offered on a rotating basis by guest and parish musicians.

• Choral Evensong: Third Sundays, September 18, October 16, November 20, January 15, 5 p.m. One of the ancient and 
modern aspects of the Anglican/Episcopal tradition is the beautiful service of Choral Evensong (sung Evening Prayer). This 
contemplative liturgy is led by a member of the clergy and the choir with hymns sung by the congregation and enhanced with 
incense. Each includes the Magnificat (Song of Mary), Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon), and an anthem. 

• The Feast of St. Luke with Guest Choirmaster Bruce Neswick, October 15 – 16, will be at GSL on Sunday morning and 
evening preceded by Saturday workshop with the GSL Choir as we celebrate our patronal Feast.

• All Saints’ Sunday 6 p.m. Choral Eucharist featuring Faure’s Requiem.
• Advent Lessons & Carols, December 11, 5 p.m. followed by Festive Reception with Music.
• Solemn Choral Evensong Observing the Feast of Martin Luther King, Jr., January 16, 5 p.m. This commemorative liturgy will 

include lessons appointed for the feast day of Dr. King. 
The Friends of Music fund makes it possible to enhance music for worship with guest instrumentalists and offer concerts and 
special events. To learn more about Friends of Music, visit gracestlukes.org/friends-of-music, or contact Director of Music and 
Organist Patrick Scott (pscott@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6323).
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Calling all Young Adults!
We are looking for all adults who are out of high school and navigating that strange “in-between time” in life during college, 20s...
and wherever you may find yourself in life if you feel like a “young adult”! We invite all those who are seeking to engage with fellow 
Episcopalians for gatherings surrounding fellowship, exploring our community, and continuing our spiritual journeys in new and 
adventurous ways. Join Amzie Williams for regular opportunities to meet and connect with fellow GSL young adults both at GSL and 
around Memphis.

Weekend Outings. On the 1st Sunday each month, all young adults are invited to group weekend outings all across the 901! From meals 
in our own backyards, kayaking at Tom Lee Park, Yoga at the Shell, or attending a special worship service together at Barth House, we 
seek to unite and explore Memphis in joyous community. For event details, be sure to keep an eye out for Amzie’s email and the GSL 
eNews at the start of each month. 

Tuesday Trivia. Meet Amzie at Aldo’s every 2nd Tuesday at Aldo’s for Pizza and Trivia at 7 p.m. at the midtown location. First slice is 
on us! At the end of the first month of trivia the group will vote if they want to try a new monthly trivia location around Memphis. 
Our first meeting will be September 13. 

Community Engagement Team. Join our young adult community engagement team! Each month we will gather to choose a local 
ministry or nonprofit to learn about and work with. By spending a bit more time focusing on one area at a time, we hope to have more 
activities to connect with those we may find ourselves working and engaging with and form meaningful relationships with our fellow 
Memphians. 

Young Adult Book Group. We are seeking our young adults who love to read to help give input for our YA Book Club. Our first 
meeting will be September 28 from 5 – 6 p.m. for finger food and brainstorming what we would like out of our time together. How 
often and where do we meet? How will we pick our reads? What snacks do we want?! Be a part of the conversation and help get us off 
the ground! If you have input, but cannot attend, just shoot Amzie an email (awilliams@gracestlukes.org) and he will find a time to 
connect. 

Diocesan Young Adult Events. Meet fellow Episcopalians from across Memphis. Organized by the Rev. Dr. Noah Campbell and often 
hosted at the Barth House, GSL will be present and supporting all of our Diocesan young adult events, so feel free to join any that 
pique your interest! Keep an eye out in our emails for the release of Diocesan YA dates and events. 

Advent Group. Join the young adults of GSL this Advent for a special season of reflection as we prepare for Christmas. 

We want to hear from you! Our young adults ministry is YOUNG and looking to all that our community hopes it to be. Part of 
complementing that vision is hearing from you! Visit the link listed below to let us know what drives, inspires, angers, or fulfills you. Let 
us know your favorite hobbies or places to frequent in Memphis, clubs to start or communities to engage with, we want to hear it all! 

Amzie Williams
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries
901-252-6326 | awilliams@gracestlukes.org
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Getting Involved with Young Adult Formation at GSL

YA Community Engagement: tinyurl.com/YA-Community-Engagement-Team
YA Book Club Form: tinyurl.com/GSLYABookClub

YA Interest Intake Form: tinyurl.com/GSLYAInterestForm
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The mission of the Grace-St. Luke’s youth community is to prepare our youth to confidently navigate the world, equipped with a loving founda-
tion of our Episcopal values and community. Ensuring all know that God loves them, no exceptions. Together we seek to uplift, empower, and 
celebrate the dignity of every human being, all while having a darn good time. 

How can your household help 
the youth community of GSL? 

Volunteer Sunday Formation Leader Interest Link:  
tinyurl.com/GSLSundayVolunteer 

Host a GSL Breakfast week: tinyurl.com/HostBreakfast 
Host an EYC Dinner: tinyurl.com/HostaDinnerGSL
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Sunday Youth Formation: Our Sunday Formation will draw upon 
multiple sources this year to create a living curriculum that adapts 
to the liturgical season, current events, and interest of our youth 
community. Below are some of the resources that will be drawn 
upon for our formational discussions and activities.
 
• The Salt Project  
• Faith Lens   
• Bible Project  
• The Thoughtful Christian  
• Prayer Book Guide to Christian Education  
• Echo the Story  

Sunday Mornings at 9:15 a.m. 
6th-8th Grade: Yellow Room 
9th-12th Grade: Red Room 

EYC. Our Episcopal Youth Community gathers on Sunday 
evenings for games, fellowship, community engagement and 
building lifelong friendships. Here we hope to deepen our 
understanding of Episcopal values, history, and beliefs while 
having fun every step of the way. Our activities and meeting 
locations often vary, so keep an eye out for our weekly emails.  

Sunday Evenings: Meeting in the Red Room
6th-8th Grade: 4 – 5 p.m.

9th-12th Grade: 5 – 6 p.m.

4th Sunday EYC. The last Sunday of the month, both MS and 
HS EYC groups will join together for an afternoon of community 
engagement around Memphis. We plan to partner with many 
local church ministries and non-profits to provide opportunities 
for our youth formation to engage and support our Memphis 
community. Times may vary due to the nature of the activity; so 
keep an eye out for the details each month in our emails or GSL 
eNews.  

Confirmation classes will be offered this fall starting October 18 
during typical Sunday formation hours at 9:15, using the text My 
Faith, My Life by Jenifer Gamber. Join us for 8 weeks of gatherings 
open to all 9th-12th graders. Find registration links on our website 
or in weekly emails.  

High School Coffee Hours. All 9th-12th graders are invited to 
morning coffee hours at Ugly Mug, beginning September 27 
from 7:15 – 7:45 a.m. Come start your morning with breakfast, 
community, and prayer.  

Biscuits & Bible is open to all 6th-8th graders and will meet 
Wednesday mornings beginning September 28 in the Red Room 
from 7 – 7:45 a.m. A great midweek opportunity to start your day 
with breakfast, Highs and Lows, and some morning prayer.  

GSL Comes to You Form. It is no secret that our youth do some 
amazing things, and we want to help support them along the 
way! If your household has a big game, show, or special occasion 
coming up, visit the youth formation web page (gracestlukes.org/
youth-formation) to fill out a simple form and we will try to make 
it and show our GSL support.

Save the Date: Fall Campout at St. Columba with Holy 
Communion & Calvary. Tentatively scheduled for October 28, 
but watch for updates in September. 

Amzie Williams
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries
901-252-6326 | awilliams@gracestlukes.org
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Learn More and Get Involved in Congregational Life 
Grace-St. Luke’s Church is blessed with so many offerings, programs, fellowship, and service opportunities waiting 
for you! For further information and to get involved, contact Congregational Life Associate/Assistant to the Rector 
Abby Huber (ahuber@gracestlukes.org, 901-252-6336).  

Nursery
The Nursery is open every Sunday from 7:45 a.m. – 12 p.m. and for other events as needed for all children, 
infants to 6 years old. We have wonderful, qualified Nursery Staff members who are excited to care for your 
children. You can find more about them on our website at gracestlukes.org/nursery.  

Children’s Formation  
Starting September 11, we will resume Sunday School for children from 9:15 – 10:15 a.m. every Sunday. 
Classes are split by grade level groupings; Pre-K through 1st grade meets in the Green Room while 2nd through 
5th grade meets in the Purple Room downstairs.    

The younger group will continue learning the church’s sacred stories through the Godly Play curriculum. Godly Play is a Montessori-
based curriculum that is a beautiful way to tell the church’s sacred stories. It is based in the Episcopal Church and provides children 
with an excellent framework of Biblical knowledge, Episcopal tradition, and the liturgical calendar. 

The older group will continue using the Weaving God’s Promises curriculum, developed for Episcopal congregations by Morehouse 
Publications. The program follows the three-year cycle of readings used in church and teaches Christian history and beliefs through fun 
and purposeful activities.

Children’s Chapel 
During the first part of the 10:30 a.m. service, all children are invited to take part in our Children’s Chapel. Children’s Chapel is a 
time for the children to gather, read the readings for the day, pray, and sing. We follow the same Order of Service from the Book of 
Common Prayer, but it is modified in child-friendly language that helps them gain understanding of our traditions. We always return 
to the service before communion, usually processing in after the Peace.    

Parents Connect  
This fall, we resume monthly Parents Connect gatherings as a time for parents of young children growing up in the world today to come 
together, learn together, and encourage one another. Stay tuned for details about this fall’s events.

Anthony Calzia
Director of Children & Family Ministries
901-252-6321 | acalzia@gracestlukes.org
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Clergy and Staff. The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop; The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; 
The Rev. Dr. Jesse W. Abell, Associate Rector, The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, Priest Associate; The Rev. Jessica T. Abell, Deacon; Christi Authement, 
Recreation & Wellness Director; John H. Barnum, Director of Finance & Operations; Anthony Calzia, Director of Children and Family Ministries, 
Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant to the Rector; Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate; Lucy Owens, 
Communications Associate; Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Darling “D” Thomas, 
Lead Facilities Assistant; Gabrielle White, Nursery Staff; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries. 
Clergy and staff contact information: gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2022: Ben Cowan, Mike Davis, Sandra Ireland, Jonathan Large, Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 
2023: George Johnson, Andy Nix (Senior Warden), Johnny Norris, Paula Sappington (Clerk), Taylor Taylor; 
2024: Bill Abernathy, Karen Clark, Beth Perkins, Hallie Peyton, Rudy Williams; Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King.

gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores

A special thank you to the Clergy and the following advisory teams who helped to develop our programming:
For Children & Families: Ben Cowan, Amy Hudson, Allison King, Julia McDonald, and Sharon Shipley
For Youth: Amelia Cowan, Patrick Burnett, Jenn Gibbs, Michael Rowland, Nina Callan, Johnny Norris, Paula Sappington, and Mike Davis
For Young Adults: Amzie Williams, Christina Shute, Kevin & Katie Searle, and Meg & Clay Thompson
For Adults: Allison King, Ryan Gibbs, Karen Clark, Anne Ayres, Ryan Knoll, Daniel Pigg, and Kurt Patton

FORMATION FOR CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES
www.gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation


