
 

 
Every Member Canvass 2023 

Come, See, Experience. 
 
The Stewardship Committee is excited to lead dedicated efforts to reach 100% household participation 
in pledge support of GSL for a sustainable future by Sunday, November 20, beginning with the 
October 16 launch of our campaign: 2023 Every Member Canvass: Come, See, Experience.   
  
Working with the Wardens, Treasurer, and Rector, we have learned that $1,625,000 in 2023 pledges 
will broadly support worship, in-reach, pastoral care, outreach, social justice, formation programs for 
all ages, music, fellowship, operations, and the care of our property. This pledge goal, reachable by 
our collective investments, will make it possible to: maintain three full-time priests and staff including 
increasing healthcare expenses; raise program area budgets to better support parishioners and create 
new offerings; extend funds for outreach and social justice ministries; hire a facilities manager to 
steward the maintenance and repairs of active yet aging buildings and grounds; and hire dedicated 
daytime and after-hours receptionists to provide the essential hospitality needs for  increasing 
weekday, Sunday, and weekend activities and special events of our thriving parish. Please consider 
increasing your pledge to become your largest gift beyond household needs, online at 
gracestlukes.org/pledge or by completing a paper Pledge Form, by November 20, Pledge 
Consecration Sunday. 
 
Come, see, and experience God’s abundance in life at GSL.   
  
2023 Stewardship Committee: Simone & Logan Meeks, Co-Chairs, Sandra Ireland, George Johnson, 
Andy Nix, Virginia & Michael Rowland, Ruth Patton, Anneliese Watts, Betsy Wilson, The GSL Vestry, 
and Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stewardship Associate 
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What does a pledge to Grace-
St. Luke’s (GSL) mean?

A pledge is a thoughtful annual estimate of 
the amount that members and non-mem-
bers hope to give to support the church’s 
operational budget for the coming year, as 
well as how you hope to serve with your 
time and talent.

What does the operational 
budget of the church sup-
port?

The budget supports all our ministries (in-
cluding worship, formation for children, 
youth, and adults, pastoral care, music, 
outreach, special programs), provides for 
the maintenance and running of buildings 
and grounds, and pays for full and part-
time staff and clergy.

What if I put money in the 
offering plate – doesn’t that 
take the place of a pledge?

While all giving is greatly appreciated, 
putting money in the plate does not take 
the place of a pledge.  Plate offerings are 
contributions that we can’t financially 
plan on in projecting needed income to 
fund expenses.  Like our households, GSL 
needs a reasonable estimate of its finan-
cial resources to set a realistic budget for 
our daily ministries and operations.

How can I make a pledge?

To make a pledge for 2023 and the re-
mainder of 2022, you may fill out a pledge 
form and either mail it to the church of-
fice or place it in the offering plate on 
Sundays.  You may also pledge online at 
www.gracestlukes.org/pledge,  or contact 
Chapman Morrow, Membership & Stew-
ardship Associate  (cmorrow@gracest-
lukes.org, 901.252.6328). 

How do I pay my pledge?

A pledge may be fulfilled weekly, month-
ly, or annually by check, credit card, 
appreciated stock, or tax free IRA distri-
bution if age 70.5 or older.  If you have 
payment questions, please call Chapman 
Morrow or John Barnum, Director of Fi-
nance & Operations (jbarnum@gracest-
lukes.org, 901.252.6324).

What happens if my situation 
changes and I can’t fulfill 
my pledge?

When life circumstances change, know 
that we are grateful for your intentions of 
supporting our ministries and we are here 
for you as your church.  Please let Chap-
man Morrow or John Barnum know so 
we can adjust the budget accordingly.  All 
conversations are confidential and pasto-
ral support is available if you need it.

1720 Peabody Avenue | Memphis, TN 38104
901.272.7425 | www.gracestlukes.org



Come, see, Experience.  
Jesus and his disciples invited others to come and see and have a 
personal experience with him. We, too, are asked to invite others 
to come and see – finding Jesus in the life of Grace-St. Luke’s and 
our faith community.

As we emerge from the unique challenges of the last two years, 
we’re striving to invigorate our spirit, rebuild and renew relation-
ships, and enhance the vitality of programs and worship at GSL. 
This exciting program year offers a wealth of opportunities to learn 
more about our faith, our community, ourselves, and each other.  
Come, see, experience.  

Our Children and Family Ministries are off to a lively start this 
season with the wonderful addition of Anthony Calzia as our gifted 
and enthusiastic program director. Renewal of our young adults’ 
programs is being supported by Amzie Williams, who will also 
continue in leadership of our vibrant youth community. Come, see, 
experience.
 
Exceptional music events await us this fall and winter, including 
a choral eucharist featuring Faure’s Requiem and members of the 
Memphis Symphony Orchestra.  Come, see, experience.

Opportunities to serve abound from the steadfast work of More 
Than A Meal to our revitalized Food Pantry ministry operated in 
conjunction with Church Health.  Come, see, experience.

While we celebrate the many ways that GSL enriches our lives and 
surrounds us with God’s grace, we recognize that all we do as a 
parish is supported by each of us and our households – the time we 
give and the financial support we provide.

Every household’s “pledge,” as we call it, is our way of saying, 
“I’m looking ahead and making a commitment to this shared life 
that means so much to me.”  Please take time to reflect on what this 
parish means to you and take your place in making a commitment 
to Grace-St. Luke’s for 2023 by November 20, the last Sunday after 
Pentecost, Christ the King, or soon thereafter.

For 2022, 251 pledges were offered totaling $1,332,958.39.  For 2023, we’re 
asking for our 450+ households and friends to support life at GSL with a pledge.

Grace-St. Luke’s vision is to be 
a thriving community of hope, 
belonging, and healing through 
worship, parish life, and ser-
vice, and who rejoices in the 
love of Jesus to transform the 
world.
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