
Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Life at GSL–Fall 2021 Guide 

Worship, Christian Formation, Connecting & More

Sundays  8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person
  8:45-9:30 a.m. Coffee in the Circle Drive
  9:30-10:15 a.m.  Adult Formation: Parish Hall Forum Speakers 
   and Programs, Trezevant Hall & Livestream
   Youth & Children Formation Offerings
    gracestlukes.org/discover
  10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, In Person & Livestream
  4-4:50 p.m. More Than A Meal Outreach, Trezevant Hall
  5 p.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music, Third Sunday Choral 
   Evensong (September-May), Seasonal Concerts
   gracestlukes.org/events/sunday-worship

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday 6-7:15 p.m. Adult Formation Offerings (as announced)
Wednesday 8-8:15 p.m.  Compline (Night Prayers) via Facebook Live

WORSHIP | www.gracestlukes.org/worship
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August 15, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, 10:30 a.m.

Blessing of the Backpacks. As the Fall term of a new school year unfolds, join us for the annual Blessing 
of the Backpacks during the 10:30 service. Students of all ages are welcome to bring backpack/laptop/
books for a blessing and a bag tag to keep with you throughout the school year!

August 22, Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost & Episcopal School Sunday, 10:30 a.m.

The 10:30 a.m. service includes a celebration of our parish school established in 1947, commissioning 
of Grace-St. Luke’s School faculty, and prayers for all Episcopal School communities. Explore episco-
palschools.org to learn more through the National Association of Episcopal Schools (NAES). 

August 29, Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15-9:45 a.m. Online at facebook.com/gracest-
lukes, youtube.com/gracestlukes, gracestlukes.org/live.

Cycling by Faith through the COVID-19 Pandemic with Brendan Housler. When the COVID-19 
pandemic changed how we live, many religious and spiritual persons have relied even more on their 
faith for navigation. Many have started, renewed, and further committed to a variety of hobbies, habits, 
recreations, and professions. GSL member Brendan Housler, a full-time cycling coach, president of 
EVOQ.BIKE, and winner of several cycling awards, started cycling long before our current pandemic 
season. Tune-in for a 30-minute interview by Father Ollie Rencher of Brendan about his faith and 
how it continues to sustain his journey on the road of starts and stops, twists and turns, and accom-
plishments, and empowers him to stay the course.

September 5, Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m.

There will be no in person or virtual formation offerings for adults, youth, and children on the Sunday before Labor Day. 
Mark your calendar for September 12, Celebration Sunday, and spread the word! 

September 12, Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Celebration Sunday: Rally Day to Launch Fall 2021 Worship, Formation, Ministry, Community Engagement, and Fellowship 
Opportunities. All persons are invited to drop in folloing the 10:30 service and rally around our wide-ranging opportunities to 
engage worship, Christian formation (learning offerings for adults, youth, and children), in-reach (pastoral care, liturgical roles, 
small groups), community engagement (outreach, social justice), and fellowship. Many in-person and online Fall offerings coupled 
with parishioner engagement will guarantee a rich new season at GSL. This will be a perfect day to learn how to get involved, 
connect, and reconnect with others after a long time of physical distancing.

September 19, Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m.

A Day of Poetry for the Soul with the Rev. Katherine M. Bush. GSL Member and St. Mary’s School 
Chaplain, the Rev. Katherine M. Bush will preach during the 8:30, 10:30, and 5:00 services. At the 
9:30 a.m. Parish Hall Forum, Bush will share and invite reflection on poetry about where we’ve been, 
where we are, and where we might be going, and upholds, “Poetry reminds that we are not alone.”

FORMATION | www.gracestlukes.org/adult-formation
SUNDAYS – August 15 through January 9
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September 26, Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m.

The Worldwide Impact of Memphis’ National Civil Rights Museum with President Russ Wigginton. 
Appointed August 1, 2021, Dr. Russell Wigginton brings significant energy, professional experience, 
educational and community leadership, and vision to the helm of NCRM, now celebrating 30 years. 
Wigginton will reflect on the worldwide impact being made through NCRM’s chronicling of the 
American civil rights movement, storytelling of the ongoing human rights struggle, and educating 
and serving as a catalyst to inspire action that creates positive social change. [civilrightsmuseum.org]. 

October 3, Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m.

Mobilizing Memphis: A Faith Conversation with Andy Nix. Studies show transportation is the key 
factor in social and economic mobility. Access to transportation determines where one can live, work, 
shop, and play. Social justice through transportation can make our city healthier, wealthier, and more 
accessible for all. Join GSL member and MyCityRides Executive Director & Lead Flyer Andy Nix to 
talk about how motor scooters can play a role in breaking the cycle of poverty. Community engagement 
initiatives improve the lives of our neighbors. Today, more than 325 “Flyers” in Memphis have scooter 
transportation through partnerships with local employers. 

October 4 (Monday), Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, Holy Eucharist 6 p.m.

All people and pets (“creatures great and small”) are invited to an outdoor Blessing of the Animals and 
Holy Eucharist with Music at 6 p.m. on the grounds of Grace-St. Luke’s Church. We commemorate 
the commitments of love, simplicity, care for the poor, and animals, commonly attributed to Francis, 
who prayed that all might become instruments of the peace of God for the world. 

October 10, Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m.

A Window into Community Engagement at Grace-St. Luke’s. Established in 1940 
as the merger of Grace and St. Luke’s congregations, GSL’s approach to community en-
gagement naturally has varied across several decades. Today, our community engagement 
encompasses the ministries of outreach and social justice through the dedicated leadership 
of lay and ordained ministers and committees. All are invited to a vital conversation with 
ministry area leaders about current programs and hopes for a faithful future in this aspect 
of parish life, including ways to get involved and serve.

October 17, Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost, Commemoration: St. Luke the Evangelist, 
Fall 2021 Every Member Canvas Campaign Launch, 9:30 a.m.

In commemoration of our patron, Saint Luke the Evangelist (October 18 feast day), worship services 
and the 9:30 a.m. Parish Hall Forum will assist our celebration. Expect highlights about the time, 
talent, and financial resources of every member for life at GSL to thrive, 2022 Annual Fund pledge 
drive, estate planning and The Cornerstone Society planned giving ministry at GSL, and more about 
God’s abundance. 
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October 24, Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost & Wellness and 
Recovery Sunday, 9:30 a.m.

Celebrating Awareness and Spiritual Practices with Shannon Tucker and 
Laura White. Christians and all people are called to strive for wellness of 
mind, body, and spirit, which includes paying attention to any addictions 
that may be occurring in our lives or the lives of others. Join Diocese of 
West Tennessee Recovery Commission Co-Chairs Shannon Tucker and 
Laura White at the 9:30 a.m. Parish Hall Forum for a conversation about 
the gambit of addictions that can affect one’s life. Awareness and spiritual practices can be powerful 
and assist with a healthier future. Mr. Tucker also will preach at the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. services. 

October 31, Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m.

Why I Stopped Watching The News with Journalist David Waters. Have you gotten tired of the news? 
For a timely conversation about what we might do with being tired of the news, join David Waters, 
longtime newspaper reporter, columnist, and University of Memphis Associate Director of the Institute 
for Public Service Reporting. Waters suggests we may need to either wean ourselves from or think 
about the news in a different way. The news often gets in the way of our humanity, dividing, polarizing, 
and even angering us. People of faith are called to talk about what to do about and with the news.

November 7, All Saints’ Sunday, Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m.
Special program, speaker, or fellowship time to be announced. 

November 14, Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 a.m. 

Faith and Citizenship in the 21st Century: Part One. What does it mean to be a person of faith in 
an era of political polarization?  Join Rhodes College history professor Tim Huebner as he discusses 
how Christians have historically viewed their relationship to the American political order, including 
how the often complex relationships between faith, patriotism, and politics have evolved over time.  
In exploring this history, we will consider some of the ways that people of faith can heed the biblical 
call to justice and engage the great issues of our day, without demonizing those who disagree with us.  

November 21, Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King, 9:30 a.m

Faith and Citizenship in the 21st Century: Part Two. Rhodes College history professor Tim Huebner continues to reflect on 
the question “What does it mean to be a person of faith in an era of political polarization?” Huebner reminds that people of 
faith can heed the biblical call to justice and engage the great issues of our day, without demonizing those who disagree with us.

November 28, First Sunday of Advent, 9:30 a.m. and after 10:30 service

Advent Wreath-Making for All Ages and families. Kick off your observance of the Advent season 
by making a wreath in Trezevant Hall. Spend time with family and parishioners as we prepare for the 
Christmas Season! Please bring your own clippers and/or scissors and we will provide greenery and the 
rest. There will be designated areas to sit or stand and work. Advanced sign-up for one of two sessions 
would be helpful for supply-gathering: visit tinyurl.com/GSLAdventWreaths2021.

December 5, Second Sunday of Advent, 9:30 a.m.

Annual Meeting of the Parish. All members and newcomers are encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting of the Parish via Zoom 
or in person. This one-hour occasion will undertake key business matters, including the election of the Vestry Class of 2024, parish 
life highlights since the last annual meeting, collection of 2022 annual fund pledges for the finance committee and vestry meetings 
to adopt a 2022 operating budget before January, and state-of-the-parish remarks from the Senior Warden and the Rector. Details 
including virtual access, agenda, vestry nominee biographical statements, and the voting process will be maintained at gracestlukes.
org/annualmeeting2021.
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December 12, Third Sunday of Advent, 9:30 a.m.

The Wideness of Music at GSL with Dr. Patrick Scott & Guests. For several decades “music at GSL” 
commonly has either referenced or been limited to offerings during Sunday morning worship: organ 
voluntaries, hymns, psalm-chanting, anthems, spirituals, guest instrumentalists, and the choirs (GSL 
Choir for adult volunteers and staff singers and St. Cecilia and Canterbury for children). Today, we are 
blessed with a wideness of music that’s worth celebrating. Our expansion includes cello, flute, guitar, 
jazz, piano, and more at the Sunday 5:00 contemplative service, seasonal services of choral evensong, 
concerts and recitals, Belvedere Music Festival (by Luna Nova Music), and the Fall 2021 welcome of 
the Memphis Boy, Girl, and Chamber Choirs to GSL following a 33-year-home at St. John’s Episco-

pal Church. Don’t miss this session with Dr. Patrick Scott and guest instrumentalists to reflect on the extraordinary music being 
offered through life at GSL for the parish and Memphis region. 

December 19, Fourth Sunday of Advent, 9:30 a.m. 
Exploring the Spirituality, Ministry, and Impact of Archbishop Desmond Tutu with The Rev. 
Dr. Michael Battle. Join the Very Rev. Michael Battle, Ph.D., for a rich conversation about the life 
and worldwide transformational ministry of Desmond Tutu of South Africa. Battle is an Episcopal 
priest and the Professor of Church and Society and Director of the Desmond Tutu Center at General 
Theological Seminary of The Episcopal Church (Manhattan). Tutored, ordained, and married by 
Tutu, Battle has authored 11 books including Desmond Tutu: A Spiritual Biography of South Africa’s 
Confessor (2021) and leads PeaceBattle, an organization that helps with going beyond deadlock and 
irreconcilable difference to thrive. Father Battle also will preach during the 8:30, 10:30, and 5:00 
services.

December 26, First Sunday after Christmas, 9:30 a.m.

In-person and virtual formation offerings for adults, youth, and children are suspended and will resume on January 9.
Note: On this day, there will be one service of the Holy Eucharist at 10:30 a.m. The 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. services will resume 
on January 2.

January 2, Second Sunday after Christmas, 9:30 a.m.

In-person and virtual formation offerings for adults, youth, and children are suspended and will resume on January 9.

January 6 (Thursday), The Epiphany, Holy Eucharist and Burning of the Greens, 6 p.m.

The 12 days of Christmas ends by celebrating the manifestation of Christ and his divinity and the coming of the Magi. All are 
invited to Grace-St. Luke’s Church for a Festival Holy Eucharist and Burning of the Greens with homily and music at 6 p.m. Save 
your Advent and Christmas wreaths and garland to add to the outdoor fire at the end of the service.

January 9, First Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of our Lord

Special program, speaker, or fellowship time to be announced.
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Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal Church Vision Statement: Our Vision is to be a thriving community of hope, 
belonging, and healing through worship, parish life, and service, and who rejoices in the love of Jesus to transform the world.
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WEDNESDAY EVENINGS & Other Times - Adult Formation Offerings
www.gracestlukes.org/midweek-formation

Sacred Ground Dialogue Series on Race 

Beginning the week of September 12, GSL Social Justice Ministry will offer a 10-week series 
called Sacred Ground. Sacred Ground is a film and readings-based dialogue series on race and ground-
ed in faith. Small groups will walk through chapters of America’s history of race and racism while 
weaving in threads of family story, class, and political and regional identity. We invite you to join one 
of the two dialogue circles that are being formed (Wednesday nights 6:30–8:30 p.m. or Thursday 
mornings 10 a.m.–12 p.m.). For more information, please reach out to Paula Barnes, the Rev. Laura 
Gettys, Nicki Soulé, or Jennie VanDeveer via Realm (gracestlukes.org/realm). You can also find more 
details and a preview of videos and hopes for our time at Sacred Ground – The Episcopal Church. 
Registration Deadline is September 1. Signup HERE: tinyurl.com/SacredGroundWednesday for the 
Wednesday sessions and tinyurl.com/SacredGroundThursday for the Thursday sessions.

Book Study “Behold What You Are: Becoming the Body of Christ”

Dates: September 15, 22, 29, October 6 | Registration Requested by September 8
Facilitator: The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher 
Time: 6–7:15 p.m. | Location: GSL (various spaces: to be announced) 

Episcopal Church Publishing writes: “Behold What You Are (Lisa G. Fischbeck) is written to open 
the possibilities of liturgy and liturgical awareness, in the church and of the church, Sunday by Sun-
day, season by season. In a world increasingly and sharply divided, the image of the body of Christ 
can provide an alternate and life-giving narrative. We don’t just gather to worship God; we gather to 
worship God together, even when that gathering is online. And we go forth together to be the body 
of Christ, that the world might be repaired and restored to God. This body is not finite and exclusive; 
it is porous and open to all. Our traditions are a wonderful springboard for refreshed liturgical expres-
sions in settings within and beyond our church buildings. These expressions can connect with people 
who would not otherwise enter a beautiful but somewhat austere structure. With some thoughtful 

reflection and intentionality, the public expression and formation of the body of Christ through liturgy can become more vital 
for all.” Considering this reflection and the importance of relationships and community to the GSL community, all adults and 
youth are invited to share in this four-week book study facilitated by the Rev. Ollie V. Rencher. In Winter-Spring 2022, the Rev. 
Lisa G. Fischbeck, Vicar of The Episcopal Church of the Advocate in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, is slated to be a GSL Sunday 
Parish Hall Forum Guest Speaker. 

“Behold What You Are” Chapters: 1) Liturgy as Public Expression and Formation of the Body of Christ; (2) Formed by the Sun-
day Eucharistic Liturgy; (3) Formed by Special Events and Seasonal Opportunities; (4) Liturgy of a Church without a Church 
Building; (5) The Life of a Church as Meta-Liturgy.

Registration requested by Wednesday, September 8: tinyurl.com/GSLBeholdWhatYouAre
Obtain your book online or at a local bookstore.

WATCH AND EXPLORE: FORMATION AT GSL
Watch the weekly eNews, worship leaflets, social media, and website for notices about additional formation offerings 

on Sundays, Wednesdays, and other days, including some virtually.
Explore www.gracestlukes.org/discover for details and more ways to enrich your spiritual formation.
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Fall 2021 EYC Hours – Starting September 12 Rally Day at GSL

New Orleans Summer 2022 Trip. COVID pending, our hope is to venture to New Orleans in 
Summer 2022 for a Community Engagement Experience in the Big Easy! Joined by Calvary and The 
Church of the Holy Communion, we plan to explore the rich history of New Orleans, partner with 
local Non-Profits, explore Audubon Park, the World War II Museum, and sample some amazing food. 

We are planning to have five days of fun and seeking to be a well-working team prior to the trip 
departure. We want anyone who wishes to go to be able to do so, but we ask that you be a part of 
the journey throughout the year as we work towards the trip. To find out more on how you can be 
part of 901 In the Big Easy, be sure to be a part of our parent’s social on August 29 or contact Amzie. 

Confirmation.  Details are still in the works for our Confirmation class coming this winter, but we are starting our list early! If 
you are in the 9th grade and baptized, go ahead and email awilliams@gracestlukes.org to get signed up! 

New Seasonal Devotions. This year we are offering two seasonal devotion studies. Our Lenten devotion is back again, and we 
are adding one for the Advent season! Our Advent and Lent groups will be meeting on Wednesday evenings from 5:00-6:00 for 
youth in grades 6-12, with more details for both events coming to you in October. 

Sunday Youth Formation. Our Sunday Formation will draw upon multiple sources this year to 
create a living curriculum that adapts to the liturgical season, current events, and needs of our youth 
community. Our lead youth volunteer for the year is Maxie Sanson, a junior at Rhodes and longtime 
Episcopal summer camp enthusiast. High School will meet in the Red Room, and Middle School will 
meet in the Yellow Room from 9:30-10:15 a.m. 

Our middle school year’s theme is Modern Memphians. This year we will be continually looking for 
connections between scripture and Episcopal tradition and our modern day lives in Memphis. More so 
than that, we seek to prepare our youth to understand the history and beliefs of The Episcopal Church 
and learn why understanding history can be so necessary to shaping the future. By matching scripture 
with events in our lives and communities, we seek to highlight the importance and changing role scripture has in our lives. 

This year our high school youth formation will be centered around Sustainability! Both spiritually and environmentally, we will be 
exploring how we share our human home and preparing our young adults with spiritual tools to sustain themselves and those in 
their community. Our year will focus on spiritual texts that connect to our relationship with other parts of creation and spiritual 
practices. We will explore many types of prayer, mediation, and practices that can be taken out into the world, no matter where 
our saints are called!

Diocesan-Wide Compline and Conversation. This fall we hope to continue to connect with all youth in grades 6-12 from all 
around Memphis. We have two Diocesan-Wide Compline and Conversations planned for September 26 and October 24 from 
6-7 p.m. at St. Mary’s Cathedral. Come for games, conversation, and a peaceful end to your day. 

Fall Campout at St. Columba. Mark your calendars for October 16-17 for our fall campout with Calvary and Holy Communion! 
Together we will camp under the stars, have spooky hayrides, and share stories around the campfire! To register, email Amzie. 

For more information about programs for youth, please contact Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation at awilliams@
gracestlukes.org.

YOUTH FORMATION (6th–12th Grade) 
www.gracestlukes.org/youth-formation
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Summer Hours: August- September
MS: 4:00-5:00 PM
HS: 5:00-6:00 PM

Fall EYC Hours: October- December 
MS: 3:00-4:00 PM
HS: 4:00-5:00 PM
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Nursery
The nursery is open again as of Sunday, August 29th. The nursery is available to all children, infants to 
6 years old (we do encourage PK-SK children to go to Formation from 9:30-10:15).  It will be open 
from 8:00-12:00 every Sunday. The nursery will also be open during some evening events, dates TBD. 
As we reopen, rest assured that we are doing all we can to provide quality care in these still uncertain 
times of the pandemic. All nursery staff will be trained for Covid-19 protocol, and this protocol will 
be posted in all nursery rooms and on the website for your convenience. 
 

Formation
This fall we are starting new things! We are going to begin the wonderful program of Godly Play. Godly Play is a beautiful way 
to tell our sacred stories and teach our young church members about the history of the church while following the liturgical 
calendar. This program takes time to get started, so we will start slow with three or four Godly Play lessons each in the fall and 
spring. On the Sundays that we are not doing Godly Play, we will use a different curriculum that I believe will give our children 
a good foundation of Biblical knowledge and the Episcopal Church. This curriculum will give our children a good foundation 
of Biblical knowledge and the Episcopal Church through stories, activities, and prayer. For this program, there will be three age 
groups: PK-SK, 1st-3rd grade, and 4th-5th grade.  
 
In-person gatherings for parents and families
We are planning gatherings for families as well as the return of Parents Connect this fall. The gatherings for families will be once 
a month as a time for both parents and children to spend time with other young families here at GSL. Parents Connect will be 
a separate time for parents once a month to gather without their children to have quality time with other adults. Dates are TBD 
but will be announced in the E-news, sent out in emails, and posted on the “GSL Children’s Formation” Facebook page.  
 
I am so excited to begin this year with all of you at GSL! I have enjoyed getting to know some of you this summer and I am 
looking forward to meeting even more of you very soon. I have greatly appreciated all feedback and ideas I have gotten thus far 
and I believe the more input I have from our families, the better the Children’s Formation program can become. If you have any 
questions, concerns, ideas, or just want to talk, my door is always open and I would love to hear from you! 
 
For more information about programs for children, please contact Mary Shea Quach, Director of Children’s Formation 
(msquach@gracestlukes.org).

CHILDREN’S FORMATION (Nursery–5th Grade)
www.gracestlukes.org/childrens-formation
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Clergy and Staff. The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf, Bishop; The Rev. Ollie V. Rencher, Rector; The Rev. Laura F. Gettys, Associate Rector; The Rev. Anne S. Carrière, 
Priest Associate; The Rev. Jessica Abell, Deacon; Christi Authement, Recreation & Wellness Director; Abby Huber, Congregational Life Associate & Assistant to 
the Rector; Ashley Kendrick, Facilities Assistant; Keaton Morris, Director of Operations and Finance; Chapman Morrow, Membershp & Stewardship Associate; 
Lucy Owens, Communications Associate; Mary Shea Quach, Director of Children’s Formation, Dr. Patrick A. Scott, Director of Music & Organist; Debbie Smith, 
Assistant Organist-Choirmaster; Darling “D” Thomas, Lead Facilities Assistant; Amzie Williams, Director of Youth Formation. 
Clergy and staff contact information: gracestlukes.org/welcome/clergy-and-staff.

Vestry, Treasurer, Chancellor. 2021: Grant Adams (Congregational Development), Wight Boggs (Social Justice), Patrick Burnett (Youth 
Formation), Charlie Pazar (Senior Warden, Administration), Tom Stephenson (Stewardship); 2022: Ben Cowan (Children’s Formation), Mike Davis 
(Outreach), Sandra Ireland (Adult Formation), Jonathan Large (Outreach), Anna Robbins (Junior Warden); 2023: George Johnson (Stewardship), 
Andy Nix (Stewardship), Johnny Norris (Social Justice), Paula Sappington (Clerk, Congregational Development), Taylor Taylor (Congregational 
Development); Treasurer: Phil Ashford; Parish Chancellor: Steven King

gracestlukes.org
1720 Peabody Ave. • Memphis, TN 38104-6124

Tel: 901.272.7425 • Email: gsl@gracestlukes.org • Clergy on Call for Pastoral Emergencies: 901-252-6334
facebook.com/gracestlukes • twitter.com/gracestlukes • instagram.com/gracestlukes

Search for “gracestlukes” in the iTunes/Google Play stores
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